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The

uestion of Colonial Preference

is the Subject of a Long Debate
in British House of Commons

Mr. Asquith Propounds a Series of “Skeptical Questions” to The Tariff Reformers, to
Which He Could Get no Categorical Reply---Germany’s Attitude Towards Canada
and the Matter of the Surtax Comes Up For Consideration.

TLondon, Aug. 6—The recent debate
in the British House of Commons on

the question of Colonial Prefer-
ence was raised by Mr. B
'J. Balfour leader of the Opposition

on the motion for the second reading
of the Appropriation Bill.

Mr. Balfour asked the House to
consider the whole problem of Col-
onial preference in view of the mext
Conference. So far back as 1843 Can
ada made the first appeal in favor of
some fiscal arrangement hetween the
Dominion and the Mother Country.
That expression of policy had been
consistently repeated by every Colon
ial statesman of mark during sixty-
seven years. With one voice Colonial
statesmen pressed upon the Mothe
Country the policy, and it was the
Mother Country alone which now
stood in the way of that policy being
carried out. (Opposition cheers) The
Colonies had not indulged in plat-
form rhetoric; they had been practi-
cal. In the decade 1890 to 1900 they
pressed upon her Majesty’s Govern-
ment the denunciation of certain trea
ties which prevented usfrom allow-
mng preference.

The moment Lord Salisbury accept-
ed their view, the Dominion, without
any effort on our part to give them
preference immediately so arranged
their tariffi that a preference was
given to our manufacturers in their
markets. (Opposition cheers.) The
views of these great Colonial states-
men were not purely commercial.
They had in view the idea of an Em-
pire—(Opposition cheers)—of which
one of its bonds was mutual good
offices in the matter of tarifis.
(Cheers) Actually at this moment
they had a free list of goods within
the Empire not unimportant in itself
but all
which might and would be followed
if we gave them the chance in the
future.

#PREFERENCE’” CABINET IN 1903

important as a precedent]

absolute certainty to seeing the ad-
vantages of preference we now enjoy-
ed whittled away, faster or slower
as the case might be, until that ar-
rangement which was so loudly ap-
plauded by the Prime Minister and
the Chancellor of the Exchequer four
years ago became the shadow of a
shade, and firally vanished together.
(Opposition cheers.)

Nobody could contemplate such a
possibility with equanimity. He had
never denied that when the time came
for us to deal with other nations by
negotiations over respective imports,
and exports an immense amount of
labor would be thrown upon the
British Departments. He had never re
garded these perpetual negotiations
in commercial relations as Vvery |
agreeable for the Governments con-
cerned. They were extremely disagree-
able, and they had a bad side, but
they were quite inevitable. (Opposi-
tion cheers.) It was impossible that
we should go on as we were, and as
we could go on with impunity in the
days when we had an easy supremacy
in all matters of trade, and see one
market after another taken away or
diminished without being able to
strike a diplomatic blow in our own
defence. (Opposition cheers.)

For instance, how were the Govern-
ment dealing with the Japanese diffi-
culty? He understood Japan had just
passed a commercial treaty which
was absolutely destructive of the
trade of Lancashire and Yorkshire
with Japan. A British Foreign Sec-
retary dealing with a “nation like
Japan in a matter of commercial
bargaining had the prospect of a very
poor time before him if he had noth-
ing to give. (Opposition cheers.) He
did not look forward with any satis-
faction to the issue of negotiations
that failed to leave the new tariff of
Japan unmodified, which might in-
flict a great blow on one 'of - our
most staple industries. (Opposition
cheers.)

In the Conference of 1902 the Col-

onial Premiers again pressed the mat‘

ter orally on the Government. It was
a matter of common knowledge that
the majority of the Cabinet in 1903
would have established preference
with Canada and the other Colonies,
but for the fact that at that time
public opinion was not sufficiently
matured for a divide Cabinet to
take so great and so novel a step
and although the dissentients from
that policy were a minority in the
Cabinet that policy could not be
carried out.

Col. Seely: In what month in
1903?
Mr. Balfour believed it arose om

the Budget. It was well known that
the then Chancellor of the Exchequer
the late Lord Ritchie, was entirely
opposed to 3%. (Ironical Ministerial
cheers.) At the conference of 1906
the Colonial Ministers with eloquent
insistence, gave renewed expression
to the invariable policy which ani-
mated all our Colonies. The Govern-
ment refused to take any action,
while acknowledging the great ad-
vantages which our manufacturers
had received even from the preference
as it then existed. (Opposition
cheers.)

Canada, unsupported by any prefer-
ential policy on the part of this
country, had to deal, as an isolated
unit, with all the great .commercial
countries—France, Germany, and the
[United States in particular. The re-
sult of her negotiations was that ev-
ery one of them had been accompa-
nied by a diminution in the preferen-
tial advantages to this country
which was inevitable. (Opposition

cheers) The Government and their
supporters appeared to think that
they could remain outside this mnet-

work of treaties, and that we would
wet all the advantages of internat-
ional negotiations by the operation

' of the most-favored-nation clause.
They did nothing of the kind. (Op
pasition cheers.)

It was certain that the great Do-
minmions who had entered upon the
course of independent fiscal negotia-
tion would not stop where they were.
The process must expand from one
Domimion to another. In these cir-

1 A PROPHECY OF SEPARATION

There were two lines of historical
development which ‘had been going
on in the last few years. One was
that the great dominions, whether
they liked it or not, must negotiate
for their own trade and commercial
interests as independent fiscal Pow-
‘ers. That tended towards separation
and towards driving apart the units
of what he hoped was an inseparable
Empire. There was another tendency
which would far more than counter-
act that tendency if they gave it free
play—namely, that it was the busi-
ness of the separate parts of the Em-
pire to consider not merely their sep-
arate interests, but their interests.as
part of the Empire as a great whole.

His complaint against the Govern-
ment was that they had omitted to
encourage the policy which more than
anything else kept the various parts
of the Empire together—that great
policy of preference which he grieved
to think was at present advocated

once more a question which had been |
too long allowed to slumber in the |
walls of that House. (Ministerial |
cheers.) The Government had not
been insensible or unresponsive to the
wishes expressed by the Colonies at
the Conference. In 1907 the Confer-|
ence passed twenty resolutions in all,
dealing with most diverse matters.:

In regard to all except three, Which!
concerned prefereatial tarifis, the |
Government had taken effective act-|
ion. (Ministerial cheers.) The three
resolutions were dissented from by
the Government and carried against
the opposition of their representa-
tives. He asked them to consider how
the matter of Colonial Preference
stood. There was only one of our do-
minions in respect to which it might
be said to have reached a developed |
stage—mamely, Canada. Both he and |
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ac-|
knowledged at the Conference that |

British goods had been beneficial

which he had always admitted that
Protectionist traffics imposed by for-
eign countries were injurious to Brit-
ish trade. Every artificial restriction
on the free influx and efflux of capi-
tal, labor, and products of the differ-
ent countries was pro tanto a dimin-
ution and impoverishment of the pro-
ductive and consumptive power.

TRADE WITH CANADA

How did the matter stand in re-
gard to Canada? During the last nine
or ten years the respective shares of
the United Kingdom and the United
Stales as impoerting countries into
the Canadian market had been prac-
tocally constant—the British share be-
ing about one-fourth of the whole.
During the last year for which the
figures were complete—1908-9—of the
import trade into Canada 52 per cent.
came from the United States, 30 per
cent. from the United Kingdom, and
6 per cent. from the British Colonies
and Possessions, leaving only 12 per
cent. to be divided between France,
Germany, and all other countries of
the world. (Ministerial cheers.)

As to the question of negotiating
power, Canada had three tarifis—the
general staff, applicable to imports
of all kinds, the intermediate tariff,

granted hy way of concession in re-
turn for reciprocal duties; and the
preferential tariff granted to our-

selves. The rates- of the preferential
tariff were approximately 20 per cent
‘'lower than that of the intermediate
tariff and 30 per cent. lower than the
general tariff.

CANADA VS. GERMANY.

What had been ‘done in regard to
our two principal industrial compet-
itors in the Canadian market—Ger-
many and the United States? In con-
sequence of the hostile tariff action
of Germany, Canada imposed a sur-
tax of 33 per cent. in addition to the

and which ought to and must become
the common property of all British
statesmen. By the position of stolid
isolation which we insisted upon he
believed we were risking great inter- |
ests; that more and more we were
seeing exterior markets on which we |
more than any other country in the |
world depended gradually drift from |
us, or seeing ourselves compelled to
buy that market at a higher and |
higher price. |
They would find a growing feeling |
among colonial statesmen that ap-
peals to the Mother Country for this
closer commercial union, made gener- |

ation after generation, .falling as
they did, on unheeding ears, were
something it was no longer worth |

their while to persist in. If we com- |
pelled our Colonies to accept that |
view we should find that their future
treaties were made witnout any re-
ference to either the interests of this
country or the Empire as a whole,
but we should have compelled them
to frame their domestic policy as is-
olated units, and not as parts of the
Empire. (Opposition cheers.)

THE PREMIER’S REPLY

Mr. Asquith, the Prime Minister,
who was received with loud Minis-
terial cheers, hailed with satisfaction

cumstances he looked forward with

the fact that Mr. Balfour had raised(

only by one great party in the State,

duties leviable under the general tar-
iff. In consequence of an arrangement
come to between Germany and “ana-
da in the present year, Germany had
now come under the general or the
highest tariffi imposed by Canada,
and the surtax had been got rid of.
As regarded the United States the
list of articles for which Canada con-
ceded tariff reductions to the United
States was very limited in extent,

and did not include any articles «cf
first class importance in British trade.
Therefore, they had this state of

things: "'That the general tariff ap-
plied to Germany, and the intermed-
iate tarifi was allowed with some
modifications to France, Italy, Spain
Switzerland and Austria, and on cer-
tain specified articles to the United
States. The preferential tariff was en-
joyed by the United Kingdom and the
Colonies alone.

The result of the exercise by Cana-
da of the fiscal freedom in regard to
the making of treaties, which he
agreed she ought to ‘enjoy, had 'mnot
been in any degree prejudicial to the
trade of the United Kingdom, but on
the contrary. Germany, which had the

biggest revolver in her armament,
and which she flourished with the
greatest assurance and persistence

against Canada, was now in the high-
est scale and came under the general
tariff. (Ministerial cheers.)

{could not have a better example

mission in exactly the same sense in |

VHAT HAPPENED TO GERMANY.

Mr. Bonar Law: Canada had a re-
olver too. (Opposition cheers.)

The Prime Minister: She had and
she put on 33 per cent. surtax and
what is the result. Germany is now
in no better position than the worst

 treated competing nation. (Ministerial

cheers.)

Seperal opposition members: The
surtax has gone.

The Prime Minister said that was
true, but what had been the loss to
both countries during the seven years
the surtax existed, what the impedi-
ments to trade and what the diminu-
tion of profit to both capital and la-
bor? (Loud Ministerial cheers.) In the
whole history of fiscal warfare they
of
the folly of protection. (Ministerial
cheers.)

Continuing,
main

Mr. Asquith said: Our
concern now is with what we

the preference granted by Canada to ought to give the Colonies. So far as
to |I know, Canada, Australia, and the

British trade, and he made that ad-|Other dominions of the Crown would

|be glad to receive preferential treat-
|ment, but I am not aware that any
demand has been put forward for a
hange in our fiscal system. I listened
to the whole of the debates at the
Colonial conference in 1907. With the
exception of Mr. Deakin, who repre-
ented Australia, every one of the
minent Colonial statesmen who ap-
peared there was most carefulto make
it clear that they did not 'desire even
to suggest to the people of this coun-
try any change in the fiscal system
not in accordance with their inter-
ests.

Mr. Lyttleton:—Did not ask for re-
iprocity? (Opposition cheers.)

STRAIGHT QUESTIONS.

The Prime Minister: Yes. Reciproci-
ty is a fine, high-sounding, rhetorical
phrase. (Ministerial cheers and laugh-
|ter). What does it mean? How are
lyou going eo give it? (Ministerial
cheers). Upon what commodies? (Re-
newed Ministerial cheers!. I have ask
ed that question before, and I want
to get an answer. (An hon. member,
“Corn.”’) I hear somebody say corn.
(Ministerial laughtor). Here there is

rift in the Protectionist lute. (Re-
newed Ministerial laughter). Is Colo-
nial corn coming in free? (Minister-
ial laughter and several Opposition
Members, ‘‘Wait and see.”’) Wait and
se¢! In other words, you dare not an
swer. (Loud Ministerial cheers). Is
Colonoal corn to come in free, which
I understand to be the proposal of
the Leader of the Opposition—it was
certainly the original proposal of Mr.
J. Chamberlain.

I see opposite Mr. Chaplain—one of
the pundits of the Tariffi Reform Com-
mission—(laughter)—the high priest,
the grand Llama.
I ask him is there to be a small duty
but still a duty, on Colonial corn, as
compared with foreign corn? (Minis-
terial cheers). If you are not going
to impose any duty on Colonial corn
at all where does the British farmer
come in? (Loud Ministerial cheers
and laughter). Perhaps you will
leave him out of your account, but
let us have it clearly stated. You
cannot have it both ways. Either
you are going to impose g duty or
you are not upon the first mecessity
of life—that is to say, on the food of
the people. (Opposition cries of ‘“Oh’
and Ministerial cheers!.

(Continued on page three.)

(Loud laughter). |

GUIDE FOR  TRAVELLERS

INTE_RB_[]&NIAL

DEPARTURES.

No. 303—Mixed for
No. 317—Suburban
Marysville, 6.15.

No. 321—Suburban
Marysville, 11.15.
No. 323—Suburban
Marysville, 16.20.
No. 301—Express for Loggiaville,
Chatham, Campbellton, Juebee,
Montreal, ete., 18.30.

No. 327—Suburban for Gibson and
Marysville, 18.40.

No. 2329—Suburban for Gibson and
Marysville, 22.00.

ARRIVALS

No. 306—Suburban from sIarysviile
7.45.

No. 302—Express from Loggieville,
Chatham Junction 11.25.

No. 308—Suburban from WMarysville
13.30.

No. 304—Mixed from Loggieville
and Chatham Junction, 16.00.

No. 310—Suburban from M .:- sville
19:15.

No. 316—Suburban from Marysilie

 CAVADIAN PACIC

DEPARTURES

6.20 a.m.—Expra2ss for 9t. Jchn,
Portland, Boston, Woodstock, etc.

7.55 a.m.—Mixed for Woodstock and
points North. Leaves St. Marys at
8.35.

9.45 a.m.—Express for St. John and
points east.

4.45 p.m.—Mixed for Woodstock, via

Loggieville, 5.00
for Gibson and

for Gibson an

for Gibson and

Gibson branch on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays.
5.50 p.m.—Express for Montreal,

and Boston, Woodstock, St. Stephen
ete.

9.05 p.m.—Express for St. John and
points east.

ARRIVALS

9.10 a.m.—Express from St.
and points east.

11.20 a.m.—Mixed from Woodstock
via Gibson branch, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays.

11.35 a.m.—Express from Montreal
Boston, etc.

7.50 p.m.—Express from St. John,
and points east.

9.05p.m.—Mixed from
and points North.

John

Woodstock,

10.50 p.m.—Express from Boston,
Portland, Woodstock, St. Stephen,
etc.

STAR LINE S. S. C0.

Steamer Victoria leaves for St
John every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 8 o’clock a.m. Arrives on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
at 4.30 p.m.

ST. JOHN RIVER §. §. C0.

Steamer Elaine leaves for St. John
every Tuesday, Thursday and Satur
day at eight o’clock. Arrives every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at
4.30 p.m.

Steamer Hampstead leaves Freder-
icton every week day for Gagetown at
4 o’clock p.m. Arrives from Gage-

town at 10.30 a.m.

Stage line for Medu'ctic and point
on western side of river leaves the
post office Mondays, Wednesdays ard
Fridays at 7.30 a.m.

AMUSEMENTS

Bijou

COOL AND BREEZY

ROLLER SKATING

At the

ARCTIC RINK

To-Night
MUSIC BY THE
Military Brass Band

BEFORE
BUYING

'CONSULT

W. ALLAN STAPLE

ELECTRIC FANS

Canadian Westinghouse, Canadian General Elecric, Hawthorne

Holtzercabott, Tuerk and R

obbins-Myers Standard. -: :-: :

ELECTRICAL ‘ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR
QUEEN STREET ‘

i

The Place to see Good Pictures.

A
MODERN
CINDERALLA

A modern society Drama by °
the Vitagraph Co.

fternoon and evening 5 and 10c.

AT THE

GEM

TO-NIGHT

MUGGSY’S FIRST SWEETHEART
(Biograph)
A PIECE OF LACE
(Drama)
THE LONG TRAIL
(Dramatic)
A STORY OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN
SHOW STARTS AT 8 O’CLOCK
‘COOL AND BREEZY
Sc and 10c.

~BUY NOW

SPECIAL PRICES

Call and

sée us

and you

will

agree

WeZemploy no agent.

McMURRAY & CO.

At McCluskey’s

TEAS CAN FISH
RED CLOVER SCALLOPS
RED ROSE SALMON
colN CLAMS
UNION BLEND OYSTERS
SALADA SARDINES
MORSE'S KIPPERS
KING COLE FIN. HADDIE.
LIPTON'S

TOMATO SAUCE

- Phone 365-11

HERRINGS IN

Ring up

PROFESSIONAL

R. W. McLellan P. J. Hughes

McLELLAN & HUGHES

BARRISTERS and ATTORNEYS

Money toLoan at Low Rates R.E. Security

DR. McMURRAY

The Dentist

Everything that is new and up-to
date in Dentistry.

The teeth extracted painlessly o
toothache relieved any hour, day
night.

Office and residence, corner Queen al

Regent Streets.

MARITIME DENTAL PARLORS

J. B. CROCKER, D. D. 8. All denta:
work done by the latest and improvea
methods. Teeth extracted absolutely
without pain. Special . attemtion gives
to treating and saving mnatural teeth.
Work done at reasonable prices. Hours:
9 a. m. to 8 p. m. Office, Kitchen Build-
ing, Queen Street, opposite Post Office

W. J. IRVINE, D.D.S.

and Special Practitioner’s Certificat
from Chicago College of Dental Sur-
gery. Artificial teeth inserted in gold,
aluminum and ordinary rubber plates.
Crown and Bridge work executed in
gold and porcelain, after latest and
best methcds. Anaesthetics, local and
general, applied and administered for
painless dentistry. Office. Chestnut
Building, Queen = Street—'Phone 307-11

H

FROM A PROFESSIONAL STAND
POINT

all doctors know that pure drugs ar

necessary to the proper compounding

of their prescriptions, and the restora-

tion of ¢he health of their patients.

OUR DRUGS

are absolutely pure, and devoid of in-
jurious substitutes. When we com-
pound your prescriptions we give you
exactly what is called for, and the
best of the various compounds. We
keep a very complete line of toilet ar-
ticles and can safely look after your
needs in this regard. Prices right,
too.

STAPLES PHARMACY
York Street

ALONZO STAPLES Prop.-

MAIL ADS. PAY.
WAGNER DICKERSON & CO.

BANKERS AND BROKERS
Members of the N. Y. Stock Exchange

Special Department for the
Purchase and Sale of odd lots
Listed and Unlisted
Securities

25 Broad Street -

New York

Deal Ends and Slab Lengths 16 in.

MAY BE EAD FROM
R. T. BAIRD

Telephone 413

b
GREGO!

L CLASSIHED ADVS. %

e
2 not exceeding one inch, one X
:; insertion, 25 cents ; three in- :;:
| sertions, 60 cents ; one week we
E $1.00; one month $3.00. ;
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WANTED

BOYS WANTED—To sell
Mail. There’s money in it.

the Daily

WANTED—At the Mail Office
er—an all round man preferred.
employment and good wages.

a print-
Steady

WANTED.—A Second Class Female
Teacher for the Cork School, Dis-
trict No. 3, Parish of Manners Sut-
ton. Apply, stating salary to

ARTHUR McCANN,
Secretary of Trustoes.
Post Office Address
Hurley’s Corner,
York County, N. B.

Ly,

S

WANTED—Prospective brides to have
their wedding stationery printed at the
Mail office. We have a large and well
assorted stock to select from.

TO LET

One small house, situated on Clurch
Street, moderate terms. For particu-
lars appiy at this office. G

10 LET

TO LET—Well appointed flat on King
street on King street. All modern con-
veniences. Pleasant location. Apply at
this office.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE—Building
John and Regent Streets.
heavy standing hay, about
Apply to Mrs. T. Lynch.

FOR SALE

lots on St.
Also good

four acres,

House, barn and lot in the Village
of Stanley, next below Dr. Moore’s
residence; also one building Ilot in
Stanley, and one house and two barns
and lot in the Village of Gibson,
known as the Ruel property, of.four
acres of land fromting the main river.
This property is a good mill gite as
there is plenty of land and good
shore for rafts of logs in the dry
time in summer. Full information by
calling on the owner on the premises,
Gibson. B. McMennamin.

+
ar
€Tt

187-Acre Potato Farm, $6.000

One hundred acres in machine work-
ed fields, cuts 75 tons nay besides
producing big crops potatoes for
which farm is perfectly adapted, near
yearly Boston boat, splendid markets
and advantages, spring watered pas-
ture for 20 cows, 62 acres heavy wood
and timber, orchard of 150 trees;good
set buildings, 9-room house, 100-ft.
barn with basement; to settie affairs
quickly $2,000- worth machinery and
tools included, part cash; picture
and all details of this and another
that one year’s income will pay for,
including stock and tools, page 8,
‘“‘Strout’s Big Farm Catalogue No.
30,”” copy free. Station 2588, E. A.
Strout, Kent’s Hill, Me.

PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF SUNBURY

Wednesday, the

Sixth Da
AL Dy - 190, :
7In the matter of the Estate of Henry
Nevers, late of the Parish of Lincoln,
in the County of Sunbury, Farmer, De-
ceased.
Let the heirs, next of kin, creditors,
and all others interested in the Estate
of the said late Henry Nevers, deceas-
ed, be cited to appear before me at the

of July,

Court of Probate to be held at my
office in. Oromocto, in the County of
Sunbury, within and for tHe said

County of Sunbury, on Wednesday, the
fourteen_th day of September next, . at
eleven o’clock, in the forenoon, to shew
cause, if any they have, why license
should not be granted to Martha True,
Administratrix of the Estate of the
said late Henry Nevers, deceased, to
sell such of the real estate of the said
deceased as may be necessary for th
payment of the debts of the said
Estate.

Given under my hand and seal of the
said Probate Court, this sixth day of

July, A. D. 1910
(sd. JOHN W. GILMOR,
Judge of Probates
County of Sunbury.
1¢8d.) EMMA E. ESTABROOKS,
Registrar of Probates in and
or the County of Sunbury.
RY & WINSLOW

Proctors for Petitioner.




