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THE INTERCOLONIAL STATEMENT

A few days ago it was announced
that the surplus of receipts over op-
erating expenses of the Intercolonial
Railway for the last fiscal year would
probably total half a million dol-

lars. The actual figures are now
available and satisfactory as the
prbspect was, the realization isin-

finitely more so. The exact surplus
amounts to over $630,000, a striking
contrast to the conditions which
obtained last year when instead
of a surplus at all, a deficit of
some $700,000 was the result of the
jears working. The country is there-
fore some million and a quarter
dollars better off than on the last oc-
casion when the statement of the
years working was summed up.

THis is a condition of affairs which
must be regarded as highly satisfac-
tory, and reflects great credit both
upon the Minister in charge of the
department, and the Board of Com-
missioners, who are responsible for
the working of the road. The chang-
ed conditions are the result partly
of a better and more up-to-date sys-
tem of book-keeping, and partly of
the employment of better business
methods of management. The crea-
tion of a board of commissioners was
an act of statesmanship on the part
of Mr. Graham, which will remain
to his credit for all time; and the
wisdom of the appointments which he
made to places on this board has
been abundantly justified.

Under the present able <direction of
the road’s affairs, it is not too much
to hope that the country has now
seen the last of the long string of
annual deficits which it has fallen to
the lot of the Minister of Railways
to have to announce to parliament
when reviewing the year’s working.
. — =

PROTECT THE TREES

A correspondent in our last issue
calls attention to the destruction of
trees that occurs from time.to time
in this city, sometimes through wil-

ful injury to them committed dby
thoughtless or mischievous persoms,
at other times simply through

the mneglect of those whose duty it
should be to protect them. As the
writer referred to says, public opin-
ion should be aroused against these
acts of vandalism which, in a few
minutes, destroy the beauty of a
tree the result of the growth of years
or, perhaps, inflict such injury upon
it that it dies. Our forefathers were
more alive to the pleasant effect
that rows of trees will produce along
a road or street and in the older
towns of this continent—not a little
of the charm of the quaint old vil-
lages and places is due to the avenu-
es bordered with trees planted some
three or four generations ago, and
which still flourish to remind the
benolder of those who planted them
with the hope that those coming af-
ter them might enjoy the beauty of
their foilage and seek the grateful
shade they offer on a hot summer
day.

Fredericton is remarkably fortun-
ate in this respect, for on some of
the thoroughfares, the rows of trees
not only add largely to the appear-
ance and scenic beauty of the street,
but they also afford a most grateful
shade in hot weather. These trees
should be protected to the utmost
possible extent. 6
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INVASION BY AIR ROUTE

For the second time within a year
an air ship has been driven across
the British channel, each time carry-
ing a Frenchman. Bleriot did it in &
little more than half an hour last
summer; De Lesseps in less than an
hour on Saturday last.

The wall of the sea which for so
many centuries has stood as one of
the fortifications of Great Britain has
been pierced by aerial strategy. It
is not a thick wall—hardly 25 miles—
and now it has been demonstrated
that a Lively aeroplane can make the
jump across it with ease.

Suppose there were a fleet of these
air ships, developed as Professor Gra-
ham Bell says they may, to great
the traditional
bogy of nervous Englishmen, the in-
vasion of the island kingdom from

lying fog.

As a spectacular performance the
flight by airship across the English
channel will probably continue to
have a special fascination for venture
some pilots. It presents an element
of danger which ordinary tests lack.
If anything goes wrong in mid-air
the Channel does not offer the kind
of landing-place that a cautious avia-
tor would select to repair his motor.
Still, because of the physical con-
ditions it appeals very strongly
to the imagination. And yet to puss
from one country to another in half
an hour in defiance of the perpetual
barrier which has been England’s
best defence against invasion is per-
haps ho more difficult a feat than
many an aerial trip of equal length
across country. In duplicating Sler-
iot’s record Jacques de Lesseps bare-
ly covered half the distance that
Maurice Fairman flew the same day
when he carried a passenger eighty
kilometres, from Beauce to Etangles.

THE RAILWAY DISASTER

Until the accident which happened
to the Maritime express from Halifax
to St. John, yesterday, has been in-
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HEAD Or CAT

Caused by Drunken Me
to Sleep.

Flames Had Made Such Headway When Firemen
Arrived That no Effort Could be Made to Re-
lease the Tortured Animals---Believed Fire Was

n Who Went to the Barn

Telegraph:—Their rescue an impos- |
sibility, twenty-three valuable head
of cattle belonging to John Hamnah,
milkman, were burned to death be-
tween 11 and 12 o’clock Monday night
in'a barn back of Fort Howe. So
late did the discovery of the fire
come that not a hard could be rais-
ed to save them by the people who
gathered about the hills in time to
witness the last stages of the death
trap’s consumption, Fearful heart-
wracking bellowing deafened the ears
of the listeners as the tortured ani-

|barn and driven

first, have loosed every animal in the
it out in five min-
utes at most.

LIFE REPORTED LOST.

A report gained circulation yester-
day that a man had been burned to
death with the cattle, the story be-
ing that three men had been seen
entering the barn, and two had been
seen coming away after the start of
th::fire. A certain character of police
court notoriety was named as the
man who had been destroyed, but he
is in reality in a central police wsta-
tion cell, having been arrested Mon-
day evening ona charge of drunken-
ness. Another man of similar habits
was also said to be missing from his
usual haunts yesterday, and his

mals gave vent to their pain and
fear, but these were not heard for
long.

Mr. Hannah has lost his entire

stock in trade amd will be put com-

vestigated, it will probably be as

aster. One thing however, which will
strike most people will be that if it
becomes a question of one train hav-
ing to give the right of way to an-
other, the preference should in every
case be given to a through express.
A freight train or a purely local

violent hurry; whereas a through ex-
press has to keep schedule time un-
less traffic and the convenience of the
travelling public is to be seriously
upset., Whatever the rule governing
the working of the road may be at
the present time, both expediency
and common sense dictate that an
express should always have the right
of way.

—ig

THE DIGNITY OF PRINCES

The chancelleries of Europe will no
doubt feel grave concern over the ani-
mosities engendered by the order of
precedence at King Edward’s funeral.
The dignity of princes is a serious
thing, and the departure of an Aus-
trian Archduke in a huff because he
was made to fall in behind the ruler
of a puppy kingdom, to use Mark
Twain’s phrase, bodes ill for inter-
national concord. There is also re-
sentment in France at the honors ac-
corded to Orleans princes. It is a
curious anomaly that the obsequies
of Europe’'s Peacemaker should be the
occasion for a disturbance of its
peace.

Public funerals are a prolific cause
of quarrels among civic dignitaries
over questions of precedence. That
society when it gathers to pay a
last tribute of respect to one of its
‘“‘cousins’’ is not superior to them
shows how narrow is the dividing
line between ‘‘divine right’’ and the
common clay of which aldermen and
the rest of mankind are made.

Y

WARRING ON BUCKET-SHOPS

The \;igor with which the Ameri-
its
and
for

can Government is prosecuting
campaign against bucket-shops
the wide range of its activities
their suppression augur well for the
relief of the country from a form of
all the
out-

gambling which has been
more pernicious because of its
ward ' respeetability.

Persons who would not think of
entering a gambling-house hawe risk-
ed their savings in wagers on the
turn of a blackboard quotation and
with even less security thamn a faro
bank affords. The evil influenice “of
the bucket-shops has been far-reach-
ing and their eradication would be of
distinct benefit to public morals.
S IS

HIS PUNISHMENT.

‘““See here!” exclaimed the fair
maid angrily, this is the third time
you have proposed to me. Didn't I
tell you the last time not to do it
again?’’

“Y-yes, I believe you did,’’ stam-
mered the persistent young men iin
the parlor scene. ““But I—er—forgot’’
‘““Oh, you forgot, eh?’’ she sneered.
“Well, I'm going to teach you a les-
son that you won’t forget soon- You
have proposed to me for the last
time."’ \

“Why,”” he queried, after the man-
ner of his kird, ‘what are you going
to do?”’

“I'm going to accept you’’ she re-
plied. ‘“That’s what I'm going to do’

Hogs are waste savers. A farm
without hogs has many leaks.

well not to hazard any opinion as to |
the causes which led up to the dis—L

train is never as a rule in any very |

pletely out of business for the sum-
mer at least; in fact, he thinks of
leaving the town, as his herd could
not be duplicated except at great ex-
pense. In assembling it he had spent
most of last
about the country,
;trophe came at the very worst pos-
sible time of year for his business.
! He values the cattle he has so dis-
E‘astrously lost at over $1,000, exclu-
sive of the profits they would have
{‘brought him. To offset this he has
only $400 of insurance money due on
a policy issued by Alfred Burley. On
the feed which he had in the barn he
had $100 insurance. Thz building it-
self was owned by David Corkery,
and was fully covered by insurance.

LURKERS SUSPECTED.

No other explanation exists as to
the cause of the fire hut that it was
the work of members of the always
2xistent band who infest the barns
of the vicinity on almost every night
of the year. Mr. Hannah does not at

intentionally, but thinks that a
match lit for the purpose of locating
a place to mleep was thrown among
the hay by a drunken lurker. If the
fire was not incendiary, the men res-
ponsible must have been very drumnk,
for they could, being on the spot at

summer journeying |
and the catas-|

all suppose that the thing was done!

name was mentioned in the same
connection, but there was no verifica-
tion of this. The ruins were closely
scanned yesterday by many, but no-
thing resembling human remains was
discovered.

A SHOCKING SPECTACLE.

The scene of the affair is a shock-
spectacle, showing with terrible dis-
tinctness how the doomed cattle use
lessly struggled for life. Pitifully well
the positions in which the carcases
lie shows the agony and intense ex-

ertions for freedom which preceded
death. Every one is intensely con-
torted. At one exd one carrass lies

upon another, breaking the regular-
ity of the ghastly row, and in sev-
eral cases the position of the body
shows that the animals freed them-
selves from the stanchions before life
was extinct, and despite the fact
that the door of the barn had been
blown off every animal in the barn
was slowly cooked, struggling to the
last. The cattle stood in two rows,
facing each other, and none of them
got far out of line.

From a sanitary standpoint, it
was unfortunate that rain followed
the fire, for the carcases are mnot
nearly completely consumed. The
coming of the rain reduced the affair
to a horrible barbecue, the blackened
remains lying in almost life-bulk, the
.entrails exposed to view.

. THE EMPIRE AND ITS NAVY :

If there is one question more than
another that has, during the past
year, been agitating the minds of
politicians and statesmen, not only
in the Old Country, but 1in every
part of the Empire, it has been the
question of defence. If the Old
Country the fight has 'been carried
on between two factions, one known
as the ‘‘Little Englanders,’”’ and the
other as the ‘‘Blug Water School.”’
The first was ‘desirous of reducing
the navy expenditure, and the second
was a strong and vibrant advocate
of the “‘two power. standard.’”’ It
may also ‘be pointed out that the
controversy of the standard of con-
struction has been a long and fierce
one and that, too, has mever yet
been settled. But nearly all have
come to the conclusion that for the
peace of the world the
navy of the British Em-
pire will have to %be maintained
in such a numerical and efficient
state, both as to equipment and
commission, as to preclude the pos-
sibility of the invasion of any part
of the units of the Empire.

There has been one good result
that has come out of the discusion
and that is that it is now becoming
recognized that tne first and para-
mount thing is the concentration of
the British fleet in home waters.
That is one of the most important
items in the policy of the
Empire which is being gradually re-
cognized by the Overseas Dominions,
and will doubtless confirm them in
the decision at which Canada, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand have al-
ready arrived at. The burden of na-
val defence = which has been resting
on the taxpayers of the United King-
dom is by no means a light ome. In
the last eight years the expenditure
on new ships and guns alone has
been $425,000,000, and as other coun-
tries have also increased their naval
expenditure proportionately, there
has been no possibility for Great
Britain to reduce her naval expendi-

ture. ;
Both Germany and the United
States have ‘been increasing the

amount of money expended on their
ships, and it has been felt iacumbent
on the part of the units of the Em-
pire to look to the means of defence
of their coasts. It is an acknowledg-
ed fact that Great Britain is under-
going a terribly heavy strain in or-

der to keep up to the “‘two-power
standard,”” which the *‘blue water
school”” ‘demand. The “‘two power

standard’’ as is well known, laid it
down as fundamental that®the Bri-
tish Fleet should be as strong as

the combined fleets of any otner two
powers with a ten per cent. margin.
So far this has been maintained, but
the drain on the resources of the
United Kingdom to meintain the de-
lence of the Empire has been terrific.
To a certain extent the ‘‘two-pow-
er standard’’ has been modified by
Mr. Asquith, who has ruled out the
United States as being entirely out
of the reckoning, in consvquence of
the cordial relations which at pre-
sent exist between the two countries
Still, at the same time, it is recog-
nized that if the various parts of the
Empire are to be safely defended,the
fleet of the Empire will have to be
maintained at a high standard.
Realizing this necessity the Dom-
inions of Canada and New Zealand
and the Commonwealth of Australia
have resolved to take part in pro-
viding for the defence of the Empire.
In each case the decision has been
arrived at to provide battleships for
the defencc of the coasts, and, if nec-
essary,.to help England in a time of
need. As far as Canada is concern-
ed the line of thought that led up
to the Dominion taking up i.s pre-
sent policy was well voiced xt Van-
couver by Mr. Clive Phillips Wolley,
who said, ‘““‘Canada cannot stand
alone. The navy has made h¢r, for
without a navy Wolfe could not have
won his victory. The navy has fed
her in early days, has enabled her

to expand and grow. A common
sense of duty should now make her
take some of the burdea coff the

shoulders of the mother who had
nursed her infamcy. Here is Canada
with a ﬂ-o-at@ng wealth of 200 mil-
lions of dollars omn the seas, virtual-
ly without protection, except such as
the Mother Country gives. Ilere is
Canada in such a position that she
can compete for the trade of the
Pacific with the States, and vet she
has not recognized that it s her
duty to help pay for the. insurance

which the navy ‘gives and wtich
(holds in check the predatory and
competitive instincts of other na-
tions.

At tne present time Great Britain
'has for the defence of the Empire
the greatest fleet of fighting ships
that ever the world has seen. At the
last naval review in the North Sea
there were over three hundred war-
ships of every description, me&nned
by 68,000 officers and men. And in
spite of all that is said Britain is
building more, for in respect to the
supremacy of the sea, as the Right
Hon. Reginald McKenna, First Lord
of the Admiralty remarked, a short
time ago: ‘“We mean to keep it for
all time.”’ ;

John J. Weddall & Son’s

LADIES’ READY-TO-WEAR DEPARTMENT

B

LADIES" WASH WAISTS

LADIES® WASH SKIRTS
LADIES" WASH COATS

AN
LAWN, LINEN, PONGEE and MUSLIN

- = ALSO - -

LOTH SUITS, SKIRTS, COATS,
RAINCOATS, SILK COATS, etc., etc.

We have a splendid Red Serge Coat for Children, in all sizes.

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON

Northway’s Celebrated Suits,¥- - - - - - - Standard Patterns

SUMMER GOODS

Lawn Mowers

Garden Tools
Garden Hose
Lawn Shears

Ice Cream Freezers

Window Screens
Screen Doors

Refrigerators
Lawn Rakes

Hammocks

Come to Us for anything you want in this line.

OUR PRICES ARE RIGHT. -:-

Tweeddale & Co.

THE UP-TO-DATE HARDWARE STORE.

The Flies

Those pests of the cleanly house-
wife and bearer of all manner of}|
disease germs, are beginning to be
in evidence and it is

High Time

to have your doorways fitted with

Screen Doors

and to have prepared a supply of

Window Screens

ready to use whenever the windows
are opened

We have a complete stock of Doors,
Screens, Wire Cloth and Screen
Door Fittings.

R.Chestnut & Sons

THE HARDWARE PEOPLE.




