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ADMINISTERING JUSTICE 

—_— 

Tt may safely be said that there is 
no public service which should be 

more efficient than the administra- 

tion of justice. Wise laws, prudently 

and fearlessly administered, are the 

guarantee of - tha safety of life and 

property and the presevation of re- 

putation in any land. That land 

which is without wise laws cannot 

prosper and that country in which 

the administration of the laws is 

prostituted to bad or unworthy ends 

cannot long continue as the home. of 

For these 

reasons large expenditures are toler- 

ated in ‘many lands in connection 

with the administration of the laws. 

This gdministration may cost the 

people dear but if the outlays are 

properly made none put short-sighted 

persons or persons lacking in true 

patriotism will be critical of them. 

But in the jadministration of justice 

excessive expenditures are no more tq 

be excused than are excessive outlays 

made in connection with other public 

services. Needless expenditures in one 

case are no more justifiable than 

needless expenditures in @ny other 

case. Where officers are charged with 

the performance of certain duties in 

connection with the administration 

of justice and are paid for that per- 

formance, the hiring of other men 

andthe paying of other men to carry 

out those duties is entirely without 

justification. That the practice of 

making needless expenditures may 

have been followed in some time past 

provides no legitimate excuse for a 

repetition of an unjustifiable method. 

; The administration of justice in 

New Brunswick is ons of the func- 

tions of the provincial administra- 

tion. Two members of the cabinet 

are charged with the conduct of the 

legal business of the province. They 

are charged with the conduct of cri- 

minal prosecutions and with the 

work of dealing with matters aflect- 

ing the civil rights of the jrecvince. 

For this work they are paid nearly 

$4,000 in addition to their trave.ling 

expenses; indemnity, mileage, ete. — 

and The Mail has hefore pointed out 

that in the case rf members ot the 

present, the item of 

‘‘travelling expenses’’ is no incoriid- 

government, 

erable one. 

In the provincial election campa.gn 

of 1908, it was declared again and 

again by members of the present gov- 

ernment gnd by their supporters that 

if Mr. Hazen bezame premier, the 

law officers of the crown would con- 

duct all the legal business of the 

province, that other lawyers would 

not be employed to do work for 

which the crown officers were paid. 

Mr. Hazen had even placed himself 

on record in earlier public speeches 

-as believing that there should be no 

Solicitor General, that the Attorney 
General should conduct all the legal 

business of the crown, and that the 

government should, by abolishing 

the office of Solicitor General, save 

$1,700 or more to the people of the 

province. When the people called Mr. 

- Hazen to the premiership, he showed 

‘that he had undergone a change of 

heart in regard to the Solicitor Gen- 

. eralship, and thus it was that Hon. 

Mr. McLeod became a member of the 
provincial cabinet, and Mr. J. K. 

Pinder’s years of service in the Con- 

servative cause went unrecognized. 

Premier Hazen's recantation of his 

former belief is costing the people 

$1,200 a year directly. How much-it 

is costing indirectly is a matter for 

estimate. 

More than this, Premier Hazen and 

his followers have shown that they 

were not sincere when they declared 

in 1908 that if in power that would 

see that the legal business of the 

province was transacted by the law 

officers of the crown. In 1908 over a 

score of lawyers were employed by the 

government to do work which it had 

been declared would be done by the 

officer paid for attending to that 

work. Mr. B. L. Gerow, of St. Johp, 

was less fortunate than were some 

friends of the government. All he 

seems to have been paid in the fiscal 

year 1909 under ‘‘Criminal Prosecu- 

tions,” was $30. Mr. W. F. Kerston 

of Victoria County, fared a little bet- 

ter. His services cost the people 

an even $100. Mr. J. C. Hartley,who 

is not unknown to fame as a former 

Conservative candidate in Carleton 

County, was paid $174. Mr. T. J. 

Carter, one of the faithful Conserva- 

tive ‘‘stumpers’’ who sought unsuc- 

cessfully to keep Premier Hazen from 

losing his third by-election when St. 

John County was last opened, left 

Messrs. Gerow and Hartley far in the 

rear. Mr. Carter was paid $372 for 

services in connection with Victoria 

County prosecutions. Up in Mada- 

waska County, Mr. M. D. Cormier 

was paid some $75 for the work he 

did. Mr. W. A. Mott, one of those 

defeated Conservative candidates, re- 

ceived about $160 for the criminal 

prosecutions in which he acted for 

Recorder Baxter, the St. 

John lawyer, who drafted that tri- 

umph of road legislation, the Hazen 

Highway Act, was another Conserva- 

tive legal nran called upon to attend 

a criminal prosecution. He was paid 

$175 for in connection 

with one case. Mr. C. L. Hanington, 

who was Mr. F. W. Summer's oppon- 

ent io the contest for the federal 

the crown. 

his services 

Conservative nomination in Westmor- 

land County, in the fall of 1908, was 

also called upon to do work for the 

crown under the head of ‘‘Criminal 

Prosecutions,’ Messrs. Powell, Ben- 

nett gnd Trites—the Powell being the 

$8,100 Gleaner’s friend—were requisi- 

tioned by the Hazen government in 

connection with the administration 

of justice. Mr. A. B. Wilmot, the 

lawyer who is at the head of Premier 

Hazen’s ‘‘joke’’ Immigration Depart- 

ment, was paid something more than 

$100 for his legal services ln conmec- 

tion with ‘“Miscellaneous Administra- 

tion of Justice.” Messrs. Fowler and 

Jonah, gnd Mr. W. B. Jonah and Mr. 

G. W. Fowler of the same firm, ;had 

considerable work to do for the 

crown in the administration of jus- 

tice, and, of course, were paid: for 

what they did. The firm was paid 

$165, Mr. Jonah $226.73, and his par- 

tner $63.These lawyers named above, 

with several others, were paid a to- 

tal of $1,913 for the work they did 

in connection with the ‘Criminal 

Prosecutions.’”” The total paid them 

under the other head of ‘‘Miscellan- 

eous Administration of Justice’ was 

much smaller. What was raid law- 

yers for services in connection with 

other departments of provincial af- 

fairs need not be set forth here, 

though it may be said in passing 

that the total amount 

not inconsiderable. 

The Mail not say that the 

lawyers mentioned abtiove did not give 

No doubt they did,for 

they are all lawyers of more or less 

experience and ability. But the point 

to be moticed is that the 

paid out for the administration of 

justice in 1909 was far in excess of 

the salaries of the Attorney General 

and that other law minister whos? 

office the premier had declared unnec- 

Party lawyers 

so paid was 

does 

good service. 

amount 

essary, the Solicitor. 

were given g considerable part of the 

work which the ministers had declar- 

ed should all be done by the salaried 

law afficers. If such a practice was 

wrong three years ago, it is wrong 

today. And the farmers and the lab- 

oring men and the professional men, 

from» whose pockets comes the money 

with which provincial bills are paid, 

will agree in condemnation of the 

practice. 

There should be some sincerity and 

consistency on the part of public 

men. The practices which they con- 

den opponents for countenamcing 

should not bd followed by them when 

the opportunity offers. And surely, 

ministers who are paid $3,800 for at- 

tending to the legal business of a 

comparatively small province like 

New Brunswick, should not be in 

need of the assistance of other law- 

yers at a cost to the people of sev- 

eral thousands of dollars in cofi- 

ducting that business. The Hazen 

government has not strengthened it- 

self with the people by its course in 

reference to this legal business. 

—e 

Solicitor General McLeod, in his 

evidence in the Crocket criminal libel 

suit, tried his best to make it appear 

that Mr. G. B. Fraser, the respected 

55 LAWSON, MISSING WIT- 
NEso WENT 10 BOSTON 

L. J. Lister in Evidence States That She 
Left for St. John on Way to United 
States—--R. B. Hanson Gives Interesting 
Evidence of James H. Crocket’s Know- 
ledge of Alleged Denial by G. B. 
Fraser---Magistrate Will Decide on 
Monday. 

On Monday morning Police Magis- 

trate Marsh will decide whether or 

not the case against James H. Crock- 
et, managing director of the Gleaner, 

who is charged with criminal libel on 

Crocket had told him that G. B. 

Fraser had denied that he had sent 

a telegram to R. W. McLellan, but 

not to say anything about it until 

the paper appeared. 

The evidence of Hon. H. F. McLeod 

was at variance with that given by 

G. B. Fraser of Chatham. 

When asked concerning his conver- 

sation with G. B. Fraser, of Chatham, 

concerning telegrams exchanged be- 

tween him and James H. Crocket, 

witness said that he had called Fras- 

\ Crocket’s instigation. Wit- 
her whereabouts are unknown. Mr. °° UP ak g 
Ak fini “ip spire RWS the | 1€S8 had now no doubt that Mr. 
loin ear da a Sino NP Fraser sent the reply to Mr. McLel- 
{otimistsnt ju order to get. this Wit: lan’s telegram. Witness, however,did 

ness. The magistrate declined to ad- phat uae the, word letter" in. Nis fon: 
journ for that reason, stating that apm LI yo hires we Sri 

he believed the witness to be outside iio med ~ames H. Crocket of what 
A Y | Fraser had said and had also told 

the province. The sudden disappear-! .. 

ance of Miss Lawson had some light | G. B. F h Aba ei 
thrown upon it by L. J. Lister, press PR HOR TOR ON) es Ty 
man of the Gleaner, at whose house! 

the information of R. W. McLellan, 

will be sent to a higher court for 

trial. Evidence in the case was com- 
pleted yesterday. Miss Nellie Law- 

son, who was stenographer at the 

Gleaner office until December 6th, and 

who has been subpoened as a witness, 

did not appear in court yesterday as 

some days ago, stated that he gzave 

the missing witness boarded. Clap, $1 SSS. SOs 5 Sy Te 

swore that Miss Lawson had left | = °° ls MEARE T MeL 2 
Fredericton on the night of Decemb- | g BAR 

lan, and was afterwatd confused by 

4 Netw Bs dol Sak wae then ha: Ireference to a ‘‘letter” which had ap- 
her way to Boston. It is rather a the Gl 1 

nificant that the witness left Freder- |P v n 3 Sa han 
7 Hh q | C. H. Giles, vice-president of the 
icton the night before the examina-| B55 

: : g | Gleaner Limited, who was also on 
tion in the libel case began. The the stand yesterday displayed hid 

witness shpted farther that Mise Law- same lack of acquaintance with ar- 

at the Gleaner office 
on e idl married on December emigenitnte 

eran i {which has been shown by members of 

The importance of Mr. 

ascertained by the 
prosecution and stated in court by {ite staff 

Mr. Gregory, however that at Miss | ine ihafiion: ome bb hE. Thoth. hes 

!markable that he should be kept in 
Lawson's home in Carleton County, 

nothing was known of either her {ignorance of conditions and arrange- 

ments at the Gleaner office. : 
whereabouts or of an intended mar- 

There was the usual large attend- 
riage. 

knew of | gnee of spectators yesterday. C. H. That the defendant 

the substance of the alleged Giles and Hon. H. F. McLeod were 
defamatory article before it wWas!the first witnesses. ; 
published was shown by the evi- 

dence of R. B. Hanson, who swore 

that on that day between noon and 

one o'clock, the afternoon, James H. 

R. B. HANSON 

Mr. R. B. Hanson when called stat- 
ed that in the afternoon of the day 

of publication of the alleged libellous 

registrar of probates for Northumber- | 8rticle between twelve and one o'clock 
ahd Os bv Shad “hot sith Wr James H. Crocket had told him that 
2 ¥y, not given g COTTECL po had received information that 
version of the conversation which the | Fraser had not sent the telegram to 

two hsld over the telephone in refer- | Mr. McLellan. Crocket asked witness 

ence to Mr. R. W. McLeflan’s tele- [to say nothing about the matter, 
$ however, until the paper came out. 

gram. It might be explained here RE Se RR 

that Mr. Fraser is not a political | know that Mr. Crocket had written 
partizan, he is not a business asso-|{the article in question. 

ciate of the complainant in the case, 

he has no axe to grind in the matter 

PHASRTRE) and therefore, it will be Gleaner was called. He swore that 

difficult to make reascnable men be- Miss Nellie Lawson, stenographer at 
lieve that he swore to anything that the Gleaner office had boarded with 
was not true. his family. He last saw her on De- 

0 cember 6th. He was told that she 

FES ene TR had gone to St. John on her way to 
45 Boston. Ingmiries concerning her 

done for the farmers?’ asks a con- whereabouts were made at his house. 
temporary. Well,they brought 5 crip- Witness knew she was going to leave 

pled up old skate of a horse into the the 

L. J. LISTER 

L.. J. Lister, pressman for the 

government 

who eventually found out that they had given notice of leaving the Glean- 

had been buncoed and refused to pay er. Miss Lawson was to be married 

Finally the government was next Thursday. 

to take the 

for it. 

compelled amimal cff ASKS FOR ADJOURNMENT 

their hands. Mr. Gregory informed His Honor 
that a subpoena for Miss Nellie' Law- 

in his evi- son had been issued. He had been 

dence in the Crocket libel suit, made informed that at the young lady's 
Feel honie her people know nothing about 

it clear that he is in no way TresPOD- yp. whereabouts or of her intended 
sible for the editorial utterances of marriage. He had received informa- 

The Gleaner. In other words, he com- tion that the young man to whom it 

ge pi ao ‘was thought she was to be married 

RISUREY, ETE gp had said that he was not to be mar. 
LT ried to her. Inquiry at St. John had 

It is rumored that Garry Herrmann elicited no information of her where- 
tha Kentucky racer, has been attached abouts. He thought it .only fair that 

ed to the Provincial Hospital for further time be allowed for the pro- 

: duction of the witness. 

the Treatment of Nervous Diseases. yr. poyio. protested against any 
Perhaps the government might find a further adjournment and His Honor 

purchaser for ™m there. ‘stated that he would decide concern- 

Vice President Giles, 

DO YOU WEAR HIGH HEELED BOOTS? 

If so you should have a 

High 
- Heeled 
Rubber 

Try our HAVANA HEELS, 

Rubber which fits a high heel properly. 

H. S. Campbellsteeman: 

the only 

Gleaner, but did not think she 2 

ri < imed as going to leave so quick. (Laugh-|, 

SR hc Seta a or ter.) Witness had never advised her 
it. off on two York County farmers. i, jeave. She had told him that she 

YOU 
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WILL DO BETTER AT 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON'S 

~ ICHRISIMAS, |, 
pl 

INMGREAT VARIETY. 4 
, Hdks. in Boxes, all iad 
Jabots in Boxes 

Gloves in Boxes, all prices. 
of 1 Fancy Collars in Boxes, all prices. 

Fancy Bows in Boxes, all prices 

FURS ARE A STRONG FEATURE THIS YEAR WITH US. 

Our_Dress Goods Department is filled to overflowing with novelties. Everybody has 
heard and know the Quality of our Table Linens, etc. People tell us we have the best 

value in Handkerchiefs and Neckwear in this city, ani the people know. 3 

JOHN J. 'WEDDALL & SON 
Headquarters for Christmas Gifts. 

Opportunity 
Extradordinary 

CRE PR (2X 

SEWING MACHINES 
GUARANTEED 

We have Four New 

AT BOTTOM NOTCH PRICES 

Sewing Machines in Perfect Condition which 
we want to dispose of at once. These were for wholesale custom- 

ers but were astray for a long time. 

THEY ARE 

Four Drawer Machine - a - ¢ 

Six Drawer Machine 5 A i : ‘ 

Semi-Cabinet Machines 
And are IN EVERY PARTICULAR the equal of any Sewing Machine 

known in this country. 

$22.50 
+ $25.00 

R. Chestnut & Sons. 
ing the case on Monday, when the 

stenographer’s report would be com- 

pleted. 

Counsel then presented argument. 

MR. BAXTER 

Mr. Baxter for the defence said that 

present information would not be sug- 

gested by evidence. A libel was sup- 

posed to be published publisher 

knowing it to be false. Mr. Me- 

Leod’s evidence showed that it was 

not published, publisher knowing it 
to be false. Mr. Baxter also argued 

that forgery of a telegram was not 

a punishable offense according to the 

code as it was not in violation of 

the right of someone else. The coun- 

sel also argued that it had not been 

proven that James H. Crocket had 

written the article. 

MR. GREGORY 

In rebuttal Mr. Gregory remarked 

that his lgarned friend was employ- 

ing an aogrgument which was soine- 

what misplaced. His arguments might 

be presinted to a jury. His Honor 

however was presiding magistrate, 

who was to decide whether or not 

the case should be tried by a jury. 

Circumstantial evidence was fregjuent- 

ly taken as sufficient to cause a casg 

to be sent to a jury. 

Touching on the technical points 

| Mr. Gregory s€aid the code did not 
state 5 telegram could not be forged 
Defamatory matter calculated to in- 
jure Mr. McLellan had been publish- 

ed. Continuing Mr. Gregory said that 

the question of the defendant know- 

ing the libel to be falsz or true was 

one to be decided by a higher court. 

Mr. McLellan had sworn that he had 

communicated his conversation with 

he did not tell him that the com- 

plainant was guilty of forgery. 
(Continued on page five) ; 

G. B. Fraser to the defendant but’ 

PURE GROUND SPICES 
Allspice, Cassia, Cloves, Cayenne Pepper, White Pepper, Black Pepper, Jam- 
aica Ginger, Mace, Nutmegs, Mixed Spice, Curry Powders. These spices are put 

up in 1-4 Ib. Tins by Lymans Ltd., Montreal. They are guaranteed absolutely pure 

George Y. Dibblee 
Druggist Opp. City Hall. 
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Don't need to have a LOT of money to make a 
LOT of your friends happy. We have not 
forgotten you have a LOT of friends and may 
not have a LOT of money. 

FIS FOR MEN 
Tie, Handkerchief and Socks to match, done up 

in a pretty box, and a girl thrown in $1.50 
Braces, Armlets and Garters to match, done up 

in a neat box, from 75¢ to $1.50 
Braces and Garters to match, done up in a pretty 

box, $1.00 

An exceptionally fine range of Neck- 
wear, Mufflers, Suspenders, Armlets. 
Handkerchiefs, Gloves, Etc. done up in 
beautiful boxes for gift purposes. 

OAK HALL cr mows a co 
F’ton’s Greatest Clothing House. 


