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COST OF SCHOOL BOOKS

A great deal has been said since
the session opened regarding the cost
of school books to the provinae. The
contention of the opposition in the
House is that, while the people pay
less for their school books than for-
merly, they indirectly make up this
difference. The government, on the
other hand, while admitting that
they have paid out $1,757.52  for ex-
penses of handling the books, say
the net loss for two years’ transac-
tions is only $530. Just how  the
provincial secretary has figured this
out is not known as he has been
particularly careful not to enter into
details. In a return brought down
last year the
gave the cost and selling price
the books handled by the govern-
ment. The list was short at "this
time, and did not include many of
the books since taken over by the
A little careful figuring

provincial  secretary

of

government.
shows that the difference between the
cost to the province and the selling
10
instances

price to vendors seldom exceeds
per cent. and in several
the government
full 10 per cent.

government pays

the
the freight or ex-

Inasmuch as

pressage on the books from Frederic-
ton to the vendor and allows him a
for handl-
at the
start—just how much could only
calculated
of the number of each

concession of 10 per cent.
ing, there is a certain loss
be
books traded
in.
Mr.
loss to the government is only $530,
is not accepted as absolutely aorrect
by anyone who has given any atten-
tion to this business. Mr. Flemming
had much praise to give the auditor
general for the improvement made in
publishing the. accounts, and he also
lauded the system of book-keeping
inaugurated by the government, tel-
ling how much superior it was to the

old way. This new method of keep-
ing books is a favorable theme of
the provincial secretary when he

wants to talk away from the issue,
but it has not proved very effective
in the school book account. If the
system is so good it is most remark-
able that the auditor general should
give the cost of school books and
sceribblers purchaged in 1908 and 1909
at $23,896.20, while Mr. Flemming,in
the return he laid before the House,
states that cost at $28,582.51. The
return is wrong and the auditor gen-
eral is right that such errors are
made tends to cast doubt on any
statement of fact emanating from
the government benches. It also
goes to show that there must have
been a reason, and a very strong one
at that, for not giving the school
book account on the same detail as
the other accounts appearing in the
auditor general’s report.

As a matter -of fact, if Mr. Flem-
ming’s statements in thé return, are

to be relied on, there has been no
real system of handling the school
books. He says no stock of the
books on hand was taken at the

close of the fiscal year 1908. If any
stock was taken at the end of 1909,
it was of a rather queer character
as the return shows that the value
of the books on hand was hardly the
difference between the amount paid
out for school books and the amount
received by the vendors. Of course,
the stock on hand may have been
carefully tabulated and a balance
sheet showing the amount outstand-
ing from vendors made up, but on
the other hand\ the whole amount
may have been lumped and the result
given by the provincial secretary ob-
tained.

From the information the people

have in their possession now it is
quite plain that the school book
husiness has cost the province  in

cash $19,321.12 more than it has re- |

ceived back up to February 16 this
year. What is worst of all, there is
no knowledge available of the value

of the books on hand or how many | R e e R e face, lips and hands. Wintry e
of the accounts due from vendors will &the e i i b ~ | winds dry up the natural «f
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worse because the province must

has not added the |

after comtl-ote knowledge

Flemming’s statement that the |
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| bear the whole expense of handling [counts committee and they have ask-
| and transporting the books. ed that one structural superintend-
Rk WA ent be brought before them to ex-

THE FACTORY INSPECTOR plain his expenditures; this may
—_— have annoyed Mr. Morrissy. But

Mr: Copp, during his speech “on the

budget, discussed the removal of
Mr. McMulkin
tory inspector
then referred to the partizanship
his successor, Mr. Kenney. To show
the length to

would carry, this
that he would prevent The Mail from

appearing on the date announced un-

from the office of fac-
by legislation, and

of

which partizanship
gentleman boasted

less certain conditions were complied
with.

We understand that Mr.Kenney had
been informed by parties in this city,
who always know more about other
people’s business than they do their
own, that the steam boiler in The
Mail office was defective and it was
probably suggested that by exercis-
ing a little vigilence, he might be
able to
lishers

make trouble for the pub-
and delay the first issue of
the paper. The fact that Mr. Ken-
ney’s informants had never seen The
Mzail's boiler
difference to the factory inspector.

When the item
| penscs of the factory inspector was

apparently made no

to provide the ex-

ibefore the House yesterday, Hon.

;Mr.
J:factsry inspector
1\'islt to The Mail
| the line of

a letter from the
stating that his
office was made in

Maxwell read

his duty and denying

| that he said he
‘

| paper coming out

woilld prevent the
as announced.

The Mail has no knowledge where

I
:Mr_ Copp got his information re-
igarding the visit of Mr. Kenney to
ith's office cn February 28th. but the
| informetion he gave the House was
in line with information which reach-
‘;rd this office some time previous to

|the date of Mr. Kenney’s visit. At

{hat tim=s The Mail was warned that
Mr. Kenney was informed that the
steam boiler had been reported to
Mr. Kenney as unsafe, and that he
had informed a gentleman high in
authority that he would visit the
office and if the circumstances were

as stated, he would prevent the ap-
pearance of
stated. That the information
reached The Mail

tion in fact was proved by the visit

the paper on the day

which

had some founda-

of the inspector on the very day he
| said he would come. Besides, on en-
lterillg the office he at once made for

| the boiler and asked if there was

‘jany certificate. He was informed
that there was and then he went over
the establishment, afterwards exam-
ining the certificate.

As Mr. Copp: said all this may
have been mere coincidence, but the
| correctness 6f the information in the
main particulars leads to the belief
that it was correct in the others.

That Mr. Kenney may rest easy in
the future, he may as well know that
The Mail will always endeavor to
comply with all the laws of the
country, the factory act included.No
objection is found by The Mail with
Mr. Kenney for doing his full duty,
but if he should find it necessary to
introduce the partizanship with which

he has been charged into the per-

whatever
guage of the chief commissioner did
not improve his caae.
is entitled to
penditure,
refused by the failure of the govern-
ment to
quiries made.
given this
done so he would have prevented
scene such as
the House for some time.

SUCGESSION DUTIES

| the ‘‘Celestial
Rabinson in his attacks at the Hazen | §

OLD-FASHIONED

the cause the uncouth lan-

The
all the details of
but this

country
ex-
was practically
the
Morrissy has not
If he had

properly
Mr.
information.

answer en-

a

has not occurred in

CHARGED WRONGLY

Ottawa, March 11.—The supreme
court today gave judgment in the
case of Lovitt against the province
of New Bronswick. The judgment was
against the province of New Bruns-
wick with costs, and was that New
Brunswick could not, under the suc-
cession duties act, collect duties on
moneys on deposit in a bank within
the province and belonging to an es-
tate of a non-resident of the pro-
vince.

It was an appeal by the executors
of the late George H. Lovitt from a
judgment of the Supreme Court of
New Brunswick ordering them to pay
the receiver general of New Bruns-
wick $3,251 as succession duties on
the portion of the estate that con-
sisted of money deposited in the
Bank of British North America at St
John.

At the time of his death the late

Mr. Lovitt was domiciled at Yar-
mouth, N. S., and the points at issue
are whether or not the New Bruns-

wick statute could validly impose a |

tax or duty on the money in question | |
of a non-resi- | §

(being the property
dent) or against the executors or ben—;
eficiaries under the will of a person |

not domiciled in the province. | ¢

The case for the province of New |
Brunswick
General Hazen.

A BLUENOSE OPININ |

The Daily Mail is the new Liheral1 :
newspaper in Fredericton, taking the | v
ably | B
edited by Collector of Customs Loran;
McNutt, formerly of Masstown, Col. | J8

place of the Herald, so long

Co. The Mail presents a fine
pearaace and will be great help
(@)l iy il o)

ap-

administration.—Truro News.

TEA MEETING

The ladies of the Methodist Church
will hold a Supper in the Vestry on

Wednesday Eve., Mar. 16th.

All the good things of the Season
provided, including Turkeys, etc.

DON’TFORGET THEDATE!

TICKETS

Supper From 5:Q’cleck
50c.

formance of that duty, he will find
an active and fearless critic in The
Mail.

MR. MORRISSY’S SPEECH

Mr. his
reputation by the speech
in the House yesterday. As the head
iof the principal spending department
‘ot the government, Mr. Morrissy can
hardly hope to escape criticism, and
on the expenditure for roads and
bridges as appearing in the public
[accounts of last year the strongest
'criticism is justifiable. The gentle-
'men who sit opposite the govern-
ment while pointing out the unusual-
ly large expenditures gave Mr. Mor-
rissy no reason for the tirade
abuse and billingsgate he launched at
them in cold blood. It is no wonder
that the speech of the chief commis-

Morrissy did not add to
he made

of

! Bohemian Girl.
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Ladies’ Ready-to-Wear Department is filled to overﬂ i i
Splendid Assortment of P

| adies” Spring Suits
[adies’ Spring Coats
Ladies’ Spring Skirts |
[adies” Silk Coats (Black)
Ladies’ Pongee Coats
Ladies’ Silk. Waists
Ladiess Net Waists
Ladies’ Lawn Waists
Ladies’ Linen Waists

These Goods are all this season’s and are very reasonable in price
COME EARLY AND SECURE FIRST CHOICE.

JOHN J. WEDDALL & §

Standard Patterns, Regnier Gloves, Northway Suits.

¢

7

eddall & Son’s

“

was argued by Attorney-| i

in | B
ex-Premier | &

My. Sugar Maker

When you look cver your supplies for sugar making you will no doubt find that
you will require something new this spring

We have a Complete Stock of
Sap Cans
Sap Spiles
Scotch Pots
Soldering Sets
Round Syrup Cans
Square Syrup Cans

And in fact everything that is required for Making Sugar

Come and get our Prices, they are Right

Tweeddale & Co.

The Up-to-Date Hardware Store

--- A

Ske’s a Winner
TRAPS AND DRUMS

Big Matinees every
afternoon, 3 to 4.15

5 AND 10 CENTS

sioner called out reprisals from those
lwhom he attacked. It may not please
| Mr. Morrissy to allude to that plank
in the Hazen platform promulgated
at the Union Club banquet three
months before the last general eclec-
tion in which Mr, Hazen pledged him-
‘self to do all public works by con-
\tract after tenders had been called

ifor. Nobody knew better that Mr.

| Hazen himself that it was impossible 1)

bridge expendi-
l1'.urensx are now before the public ac-
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OUR IMPERIAL COLD CREAM

is the best cure for chapped

572 Queen Street

HE STANDARD
VISIBLE WRITER

—The—

Oliver

The Up-to-Date
Writing Machine

ANY KIND OF WORK FOR ANY KIND OF
BUSINESS

SOLD BY -

R.Chestnut & Sons




