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OVER-CLASSIFICATION CHARGES 

EXPLODED 

Our readers are probably familiar 

with the allegations to which our 

local contemporary and all other 

Tory papers throughout the country 

have for the past few months been 
giving such prominence, as to over 

classification in connection with the 

construction of the Transcontinental 

Railway.” Mr. Borden during his re- 

cent tour in Ontario also specialized 

on the same theme and in the course 

of his address he claimed that by 

classifying loose earth as solid rock 

‘a gigantic fraud had been perpetrated 

in the people of Canada, by means of 

which no less a sum than six million 

dollars had ‘been put into the pockets 

of dishonest contractors at the ex- 

pense of the country and that thi 

charge covered only two construction 

sections, ‘denominated “BE” & “FF” 

respectively. 

The preliminary report of the arbi- 

trators appointed to look into the 

matter and settle the dispute has now 

‘been published, and shows that the 

over classifications were merely inad- 

vertencies and not part of any organ- 

ized system of plunder. On section 

“BE” the amount over-classed came to 

$25,000, On section “F’’ the contracts 

for which eame to $15,000,000, it was, 

found that $200,000 were involved in 

the over-classification. Relatively 

these are but small amounts, but 

small as they are, there is no public 

loss involved. In the agreements be- 

tween the government and the con- 

tractors, the government holds over 

a certain part of the money for cor 

struction uurposes, until every mile 

reported upon by the engibeers of the 

Grand Trunk Pacific and all over- 

classification pointed out. Then and 

then only are the final accounts ad 

justed and the contractors paid in 

full. It will thus be seen that there 

is no possibility of the country los- 

ing a single copper by the practice of 

careless or rascally contractors call- 

ing earth rock and billing the gov- 

ernment accordingly. 

Another of the favorite Tory scan- 

dals is thus exploded though that 

such would be the case upon investi- 

gation no one doubted. It must be 

heartbreaking for the opposition 

muckrakers who devote so much time 

and energy to the task of attempting 

to ‘catch the government tripping to 

find themselves foiled on every occa- 

sion. Their stories provide lurid head 

lines for their press organs, and that 

is about all there is to them. 

CLARY atl Bai 

SIR WILFRID’S WESTERN TOUR 
™i “amy 

Today Sir Wilirid Laurier starts on 

his long promised tour of the West- 

ern Provinces, which has been so eag- 

erly looked forward to by his sup- 

porters in that part of the Domin- 

ion. Accompanying him will be Mr. 

E. M. McDonald, M. P., of Pictou,and 

Mr. Pardee, the chief Liberal whip. 

Later he will be joined by the Hon, 

Dr. Pugsley, minister of public works. 

That the visit will take something 

like {rvo months is g sufficient expla- 

nation of the fact that the Prime 

Minister does not make the trip of- 

ten. It is five years since he was in 

the West, ‘and then it was only to ac- 

company {ne Governor-General, the 

occasion being the inauguration of 

the new Provinces of Alberta and 

~ Saskatchewan. 

‘Official etiquette obliged Sir Wilfrid 
to remain in the background and it is 
needless to note that he rigidly de- 
clined all suggestions inconsistent 

L with the suppression of his own per- 

sonality. A few years earlier he went 

~ West with the Duke of Yorknow King 

George V. Naturally, participation 

in 5 was still more out of tne 

t since twa ye years before 
was ed to igi therefore, has 

and diminishing that of anotbcr Tae 

Sir Wilfrid made a tour of the West 

like this one, which is to be frankly 

in the interests of ‘his own political 

party, although we may expect that 

there will be much about it to evi- 

dence interest in the man and the or- 

ator on the part of people who do 

not vote Liberal. 

As Th: Montreal Herald says, no 

doubt it means considerable strain on 

a public man to undertake a cam- 

paign of such length, involving, as it 

must, much fatigue and inconvenience 

It is an obligation, however, that is 

imposed by the vast extent of the Do- 

minion and the necessity that exists 

of establishing a communion between 

those who rule the country through 

Parliament and those who send them 

to Parliament. Distance is still a 

powerful factor in separating men 

from one another, for adding e 

sis to the importance cf one subject 

man on the prairie and the man on 

the seashore must have the'r diffcrent 

ways of looking at things. Newspa- 

pers,. telegraphs, community of laws, | 

and all the rest of it, cannot wholly 

eliminate that. The only way to be 

sure of understanding people is to 

visit them at home, and the best 

chance of being understood by them 

follows the same recourse. 

It is not in any way surprising that 

the West looks forward with pleasure 

to the visit. Politics apart, Sir Wil- 

frid is assured of as pleasant a time 

as it is possible for anyone to have 

while travelling on a railway train in 

the dog days. 

ag Jeg SO 

FEMALE SUFFRAGE 

By a majority of 20, in a total 

vote of 122, the National Council of 

Women in- convention at Halifax yes- 

terday, endorsed” a resolution in 

favor of equal franchise. If this vote 

correctly represented the mature 

opinion and desire of Canadian wo- 

men in general, no Parliament could 

in right or justice refuse the consti- 

tutional ramendment required to pine} 

womankind upon a political equality | 

with men. But we doubt it may be 

| yesterday's resolution will make such | 

{majority of whom are too much occu- 
of road build has been examined and 

if even the most ardent promoters of 

{ 

la claim. Those attending this coun- | 

i cil represent the most cultured and! 

advanced class of women in this 

country. All of them have given 

much time and thought to this ques- 

tion. Yet even among these, the op- 

inion in favor of the new departure is 

very far from unanimous. And 

among women in general, the great 

pied with their present cares and 

present duties to give much time or 

thought to far-off schemes, the per- 

centage of approval is unquestion- 

ably far less. 

jor Enlil DUES Rd 

Another open letter from Mr, Fred 

St. John Bliss, secretary-treasurer of 

the municipality of York, to Mr. 

Thomas Robison, M. P. P., on the 

Hazen Highway "Act; is about due. 

In his former epistles Mr. Bliss de- 

fined the provisions of the act. 

he might go a step further and tell | 

how it is working, especially in the 

Parish of St. Marys: 
CS 

So far the members of the York 

Municipal Council have maintained a 

discreet silence in regard to the 

wretched condition of the roads 

throughout the county. Can it be 

that they are afraid of hurting some- 

body’s feelings ? 

Now | 

{1 

St. Andrews Beacon: Even tae St. 

John Globe, which has been a warm 

champion of the local government, 

finds it necessary to rap its frieads 

over the knuckles because of bad 

roads. 
x 1 

The Tory road commissioner for the 

Village of St. Mary's, seems to be 

out of harmony with the Tory junta 

of that place and they are demand- 

ing his scalp. 

RACE FOR CANADIAN 
CHAVPIONSH oT 

ANHERST TOMORROW 
“Amherst, N. Si “Tay 6.—Much in- 

terest is manifested in the 10 miles 

Canadian championship race which 

takes place om the Ramblers grounds 
tomorrow. So far the following en- 

tries have been registered, and others 

may possibly be recorded today. 
E. White, Brockville, Ont; James 

George, Beaverton, Ont.; Edwin Car- 
ter, West End Y. M. C. A., Toronto; 
Fred S. Cameron, Ramblers, Amherst 

Miss VanDiné, a or oh been spend- 
ing the pest few’ in the city, | 

{to ungentlemanly 

returned to Sackville today. 
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you have the comfortable 
article fully worth every cent you pay for it. iy 

Red Rose Tea is so popular because 
“it’s good tea’ and because when you buy a package 

feeling you're getting an 
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Prices: 30c., 35c., 40c., 50c. and 60c. 

WORK AT CAV 
[HE BOYS 

SUSSEX KEPT 
BUSY YESTERDAY 

Spectacular Sham Fight Will Take Place Tomorrow 
For Which Great Preparations are Being Made--- 
March Past Today--Ambulance Corps Have a 
Field Day. 

Sussex, N. B., July 6—As Friday 

approaches, the day on which the an- 

nual sham battle is to take place, 

the men encamped at Sussex evince | 

more interest in the event, and con- 

siderable speculation has been made 

as to the plans being made for the 
fight by those in charge. 

The names of those in command 

and the divisions of the troops will 

appear in orders tomorrow. Every 

corps under canvas will participate 

in the “fray,” and each of ‘them is 

locking forward with expectancy to 

doing its share in winning distinc- 
tion and success. 

Field day is the most exciting and 

important one of the fortnight in 

the tented city, as, indinpetly it is 

the, test of the two weeks’ drill, dis- 

Siaxing as it does, the endurance 

and skill of the men in the various 

regiments. On account of the very 

large number of men who will this 

year engage in the bloodless conflict, 

the day is expected to prove of un- 
usual interest. 

Today was further spent by the 

troops in preparing themselves for 

the battle, and under a blazing sun 

they drilled tirelessly morning and 

afternoon, none of the corps. being 

spared. The weather was very warm 

and most of the men performed the 

manoeuvres demanded of) them, in 

shirts and ‘‘Panamas,’’ only a few of 

them being seen with red.coats on. 

Each regiment, however, is uniform 

in headgear, having on the ‘‘sou’’ 

westers’’ worn by the men, and hav- 

ing them turned up at one side to 

permit of the easy use of the rifle. 

With the end of the camping sea- 

son but a few days off, it is gratify- 

ing to see a remarkable improvement 
in the marching and formation drill 
of the 2,500 odd men under canvas, as 

well as in their appearance. The or- 

der, also, has been of the highest | 
standard, the soldiers seeming to be | 
‘of the better class and not inclined | 

actipns. Much | 
credit is ‘due to the officers, however, 

for keeping them in control. 

PASSED CRITICAL INSPECTION 

The men have passed suceessful in- 

spections under General Otter, Bri- 

gadier-General Drury, Colonel Foster 

Colonel Bigar, and Captain Mcmillan, 

each in his distinctive branch of ser- 

vice, and without a doubt will make 

a splendid showing at the review and 

march-past tomorrow afternoon. 

Shooting at the rifle range will be 

finished tomorrow, when all the‘com- 

batant corps will have tried for their 

eficiency pay. There have been’ very 

few failures in most of the regiments 

and in a great many cases some of 

the men have qualified for third year 

pay when they were only entitled to 

that of the first. On the other hand 

many third and second year’s men 

have «qualified for only first year pay. | 

The condition of Bugler Mark Suth- | 
erland, who was shot in the arm last 

night, remaimrs unchanged today. He | 

was to have been taken to the Gen-' 

| the food has heen of a good quality 

| but little to grumble about® The 

TELEGRAPHERS AWARDED 
BIG INCREASE IN PAY 

Toronto, July 6.—The Grand Trunk 
Pacific telegraphers won a notable 

victory in the arbitration here, the 

result of which has just been handed 

out. Their pay is increased twenty- 

five to thirty-five per cent and con- 

ditions as to overtime, extra work at 

wrecks and about stations are all de- 

cided in their favor. 

The board finds that the dismissal 

of a man at Edmonton for belonging 

to the union was a violation of the 

Lemieux act by the company. 

Intercolonial telegraphers have ask- 

ed Mr. Lee, who acted for the men in 

this dispute, to represent them in ar- | 
bitration of their demands before the 
conciliation board. 

eral Public Hospital in St. John but| 

for some reason he will not be re- 

moved until tomorrow. 

It is possible that Private Fred 
Lovejoy of the 67th Regt., who was| 

drowned on Sunday not far from | 
camp, may have a brother living iin 

Halifax, as a message was received in| § 

camp today from that city, asking | 

for information concerning him, which | 

would tend to identify him. The mes- | d 

sage was signed ‘“‘Bertram’’ In one 

of the tents of the A.M.C., Major Wea | 
ver secured a detailed description of | * 
the appearance of the late soldier and | 
this will be sent to Halifax to the 
party desiring the information. At 

the time of the drowning it was said | 
that young Lovejoy had no suriv lug. 
relatives. 

MEDICAL CORPS FIELD DAY. 

This afternoon the members of No. 

8 Army Medical Corps held a field day - 

and marched out of the confines of | 

the city of tents about three miles. A | 

hospital and shelter were pitched and 

the Red Cross ladies attended to the 

nxels of about a dozen ‘‘wounded’”’ 

men. The manceurves occupied consid gs 

erable time, but were quickly perform | 88 

ed when their nature is fully under- 
ctood. 

The Army Service Corps are now | 

supplying water at the rifle range, an 

innovation which will be received with | 

gladness, 

quite thirsty after their march out. 

In full regimental order, with col- 

ors flying and regimental band play- 

ing a stirring march the men of the 

74th Regiment paraded through Sus- 

sex this evening, under command of 

Col. Fairweather. Sussex is their 

headquarters, and it was at the re- 

quest of several of the prominent cit- 

izens that the march-out was held. 

The regiment presented a splendid ap 

pearance and the citizens turned out! 

in force to see it march by. 

There have been very few: com- 

as the men are generally. ; 
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ohn J. Weddall & Son 
Ladies’ Ready-to-Wear Department 

SILK COATS 
REPP COATS 
LINEN COATS LAWN SUITS 
LINEN WAISTS LAWN WAISTS 
NEW RAIN CAPES MUSLIN WAISTS 

REPP SUITS 
LINEN SUITS 

If you are in need of anything in the Ladies’ or Children’s Ready-to 

Wear Department give us a call and you will find a very Complete: 

and Well Assorted Stock. 
—_—— 

All Altering done FREE by an experienced hand 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON 
» 

Now is the time to begin to think of Heating your 

house next winter, we would like to show you how 

you can save from 25 to 40 p. c. in your fuel 

bill by using the 

- DOWN DRAFT 

FURNACE 
No harm to come in and talk it over or if you 

can’t get in we will send our Furnace Man to see 

you 
LT 

_ Tweeddale & Co. 
- |THE UP-TO-DATE HARDWARE STORE. 

plaints about rations this year, as 

and plenteous, so that the men - had 

method of cooking has been g¢hanged 

slightly in that there are now no 
cook-houses in the field, they "having 

been replaced by- canvas awnings cov- 

ering a stove, some wood and the 

cook at work. The scheme has work- | 

ed very successfully and has been a’ 

further step towards sanitary im- 

provement but oh a wet day has been 

inconvenient as the rain blew in un- 

der the canvas and retarded the cul- 

inary operations. Capt. Simon, Pe 

V.0. ,has been very busy since Sun- 

day night attending to the ills of a 

number of the horses of the 8th Hus- 

sars and the artillery, which had be- 

come sick with colds on account of, 

the dampness of their stables. Many 

of the animals were found on Mon- 

day morning, after the storm, stand- 

ing knee deep in water. The new 

stables to be built for next year’s 

camp will be. a valuable addition t 

the facilities of Camp Sussex. 

GO HEAR THE 

ELECTRIC BAND 
AT THE 

ARCTIC RINK 
TO-NIGHT 

THE FEATURE MUSICAL WONDER 

OF THE AGE. 

A FULL PROGRAMME WILL BE 

3 1 A PUR 

ADMISSION - 

ARE YOU 

GOING CAMPING ? 
We can supply an outfit that will enable you to fully 

enjoy a vacation under canvas. 

TENTS, CAMP FURNITURE, COOKING 
UTENSILS, DISHES, CUTLERY 

R. CHESTNUT & SONS 
SPORTSMANS HEADQUARTERS 
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