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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

The Hazen government has been 

generous since it assumed power in 

the Province—generous to a fault in 

® the amount of the people’s mioney it 

has distributed among its hungry 
friends; more generous than any pre- 

vious government in the sums that 

it has appropriated to the use of its 

own members; and most generous in 

the appointments which it has made 

among those whose favor it hoped to 

retain by conferring upon them some 

office of emolument or of supposed 

distinction. For this latter purpose 

only can this government have exer- 

cised its prerogative to advise the 

issue of commissions to justices of 

the peace as lavishly as it has done. 

- After almost every monthly meeting 

of the Executive The Royal Gazette 

contains additions which have been 

made to the flood of justices that was 

poured forth upon this country in the 

early days of the government’s exis- 

tence. . One naturally asks what func- 

tions these officials performy and 

what powers they exercise. 

The office of justice of the peace is 

not of modern creation. Like so 

many important factors in our con- 

stitutional history, it has its origin 

in the reign of Edward IIT. Justices 
of the peace were first instituted un- 
der a statute passed in 1327. This 

enacted that ‘‘for the better keeping 

and maintenance of the peace, the 

King will, that in every country 
good men and lawful, which be no 

maintainers of evil or barrators in 

the country, shall be assigned to 

keep the peace.’’ Around this an- 

cient act of Edward III, the present 
powers of justices of the peace have 

grown. ; 

The guthority contained in that 

original commission and added to by 

subsequent statutes, is not such as 

ought lightly to be given to every 

individual without regard to what 

his natural gifts or edurational qual- 

ifications may be. Some other 

cuse with the possibility of less dan- 

gerous results might be devised to 

entitle a man to have The Royal 

Gazette sent him free; or if the ap- 

pointment is meant, to provide some 

person of easy access to take ac- 

deeds some other 

means could easily be provided for 

this which would also occasion the 

~ risk of less dangerous consequences. 

A justice of the peace has large 

~ powers. He can hold a court for the 

trial of civil causes. He can try 

them alone or with the assistance of 

a jury. If he is conducting the trial 

alone he must dscids what the law is, 

that is involved in the case and he 

must determine the disputed facts 

between the parties. That requires 

knowledge and an analytical mind. 

If he has the assistance of a jury he 

must still direct them what is the 

law. NA - 

Although this is a very importan 

function it is of small importance re- 

 latively' when compared with his 

powers under the criminal law. A 

‘justice can receive informations in 

all criminal cases, issue a warrant, 
have the accusad arrested, and locked 

up, hold an investigation at his con- 
venience, and decide whether or mot 

~ the person accused shall be held for 

trial. This is. of greater importance 
than many conceive. If improperly 
one criminals may escape unpunish- 

ed. If unfairly done people may be 

put to expenss and trouble without 

reasonable cause. 
But most important is the 
n a large number of cases a justice 

y try and determine the case him- 
Let us examine a specific in- 
Two men 

ex- 

knowledgement of 

fact that : : 

get into a quarrel | 

4. e person who | 

tice who for some reason, will likely 

be favorable toward him, and there 

lays an information against his en- 

en;y for assault. A warrant is issu- 

ed and a constable goes forth, and 

in the King’s name arrests that en- 

emy. He is brought before the justice 

and denies that he committed an as- 

sault; in all probability he is re- 

manded and locked upt until the com- 

plainant can get the witnesses who 

he says, have knowledge of the quar- 

rel. A day is appointed for the trial. 

The accused is then brought in from 
his place of confinement ahd the trial 
takes place. There is evidence both 

ways. What can the poor justice do? 

He is honest enough, but he has had 

no experience in such things. Yet he 

must decide some way. So his deci- 

sion will probably go where his sym 

pathies are, in favor of his friend the 

complainant, and he will convict the 

accused. The justice then has it in 

his power to fins the defendant $20.0¢ 

and costs or send him to goal for 

two months, with or without hard 

labor. : 

This is only one 

frequently occurs. 

case that quite 

i There are dozens 

of others in which a justice has very 

extensive powers over the rights and 

liberties of his neighbors—extending 

to six months’ (imprisonment. It is 

evident that there are powers which 

should not be placed in the hands of 

every individual. Yet these are the 

powers which the Hazen government 

month after month, apparently with- 

out thought, without discrimination 

or investigation of any kind except 

as to political basis, without consid- 

eration of qualification or fitness, is 

putting or has put, in the hands of 

scores of men throughout the Pro- 

vince to be exercised over all of us. 

It is not the intention of The Mail 

to charge that all these appoint- 

ments have been improperly madsz. 

The Mail. desires to be fair and rea- 

sonable in all things; but it must 

continue to pursue what it believes 

to be its duty in calling attention 

to profligacy in public affairs, wheth- 

er this consists in the maladminis- 

trations»of public funds or public of- 

fices, or whether it is in the placing 

of power in the hands of the unfit or 

unworthy. Let any unprejudiced m.n 

in calmr and reasonable consideration 

examine the list of justices of the 

ueace created by the present provin- 

cial government, and in view of the 

large powers which are vested 

them by that appointment, ask him- 

self whether in a very large number 

of cases such powers have been wisely 

conferred. The Mail has no doubt as 

to what the result will be. 

Surely when such extensive powers 

wera given to justices of the peace— 

“to men good and lawful’’—it was 

never anticipated that thzy should 

be deposited in the hands of any ex- 

in 

cept those whose qualifications were 

guaranteed by something more than 

their political leanings. It is the fun- 

damental duty of every government 

to protect the people over which it 

exercises authority in the perfect en- 

joyment of their liberty and of their 

property. A government which ap- 

points men lacking in capacity and 

fitness to administer the laws regu- 

lating men’s conduct and afiairs, not 

only fails to guard but actively plac- 
es in jeopardy those sacred rights. It 

is negligent in that which is the very 

reasons for its existence and it can- 

not claim the support of honest mien. 

Mr. Hazen’s government may be 

weighed in various ways but when- 

ever it is placed in the balance it is 

found wanting. g 

The Province continues to bear pa- 

tiently the numerous abuses heaped 

upon it by an incompetent adminis- 

tration only because ir dwells in the 
knowledge that the time of reckoning 

will shortly come. ; 

— ee 

In cleaning bric-a-brac, especially 

china pieces, it is a good plan to use 
an old shaving brush. It is useful in 
dusting crevices and is also excellent | 

for use while washing pieces. In- 

stead of putting soap in the water 

use a teaspoonful of ammonia in a 
gallon of warm water. 
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A Practical Farmers Veiws 
on Reciprocity Aggreement 

Mr. W. B. Fawcett, a leading farmer of Westmorland, who 
was a delegate to the Farmers’ Conference at Ottawa, gives his 
views on the reciprocity agreement in a letter to the Telegraph 
as follows : / : 

“This agreement admitting, as it will, practically every Can- 
adian farm product into the United States market entirely free of 
duty, is more than even the most sanguine fariners hoped to at- 
tain, at the first attempt, and if the bargain is ratified by the 
United States congress it will prove the greatest boon to our ag- 
ricultural prosperity in the history of Canada. 

“Then, with this great free market thrown wide open also to 
our lumber, our fish, our wood pulp and even the finished paper 
manufactured from our vast forests, surely there will be no pub- 
lic party man, no party newspaper, left in all Canada that will 
dare to risk their future political existence by uttering one word 
of opposition against this immense triumph on behalf of the mass 
of our people whose industry produces the bulk of Canada’s 
wealth from our farms, our forests and our fisheries. 

“In. my opinion the farmers in every province will be dis- 
appointed that our representatives at Washington did not consent 
to a larger reduction in our Canadian tariff against American 
farm machinery, implements and vehicles. But, on the principle 
that “half a loaf is better than no bread,” with prospects of more 
to follow soon, and in consideration of the wide range of reduc- 
tions made on other goods, as well as a clean sweep on all our 
farm and natural products, I say this treaty, if ratified, will be 
the most widely popular and the most animously supported mea- 
sure ever brought before the Canadian people. 

“Just think of that great country, lying at our very door, 
being thrown wide open to all our chief products, just as free and 
almost as good as our much prized British market, the benefits of 
which must always remain under the handicap of being separated 
from our Canadian farms and forests by 3,000 to 6,000 miles of 
costly and wasteful transportation. 

“Ever since that farming delegation interviewed the govern- 
ment at Ottawa, Mr. W. H. Rowley, President of the Canadian 
manufacturers, and other wealthy stockholders and their news- 
paper organs and attorneys, have been unusually busy denounc- 
ing everything asked for by the farmers as dangerous to them- 
selves in particular and ruinous to Canada as a whole. They 
speak learnedly of farmers being “uninformed” in public matters, 
and ignorant and wasteful in their methods of farming. At the 
same time they offer us whole columns of gratuitious advice as to 
how we should till the soil. In fact their inflated imaginations 
seem to be seized of the idea that they are carrying Canada, the 
government, the farmers, the people and all, instead of actual fact, 
that the government has been carrying them on the gilded road 
to wealth, while the people pay the fare. 

“As an experienced working farmer, allow me to thank these 
advocates of ‘adequate protection” for their generous advice. 
Wo advice seems to be the only commodity these big-hearted 
gentlemen think the farmers should import witnout a duty. At 
the same time I would ask leave to return the compliment and 
advise them, right now, to stop their calamity-howling and their 
blue-ruin lecturing. This is an especially opportune time for 
them to hold peace and “thank their stars” that Hon. Mr. Field- 
ing let them off in the present arrangement with only two-an-a- 
half to five per cent reduction in the tariff on agricultural ma- 
chinery and other goods. 

~ “If the United States government refuses tc ratify the agree- 
ment it will be because Hon. Messrs. Fielding and Paterson re- 
fused to allow us farmers to import farm implements free, and re- 
fused a larger reduction on other American goods, which they 
well might have given except for the determined position of these 
manufacturers who, apparently, claim the divine right for all 
time to tax the people without giving value. 

“If congress does refuse to ratify this treaty, what then? 
Let not our manufacturing friends assume that they have seen 
the last of farmer delegations at Ottawa! If by reason of your 
opposition or any c ther cause, reciprocity fails to be ratified, you 
will see Canadian farmers (inside another year) back at ttawa, 
stronger than ever, demanding that all protective duties against 
Great Britain be cut away, and that an immediate doubling of the 
benefits of the preferential tariff be made on all manufactured 
goods in favor of the Mother Country. 

“Therefore, I say, be more saving of your generous impulses 
to run the affairs of a whole nation. Let the farmers alone to till 
the soil as experience has taught them. Let the Hon. Mr. Field- 
ing adjust our tariff’ as he best knows. If your goods will not 
compete, put some better method ‘and better materials into them. 
If your factories will not yield the profit desired, squeeze one-half 
the water out of your merger stock—and your dividend will be 
doubled. Improve your time, and make the most of the large 
measure Of protection still retained; for the farmers and people 
generally are growmg very tired of nursing such persistently 
seltish and costly pets as our “infant industries” have provéd to 
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NEW WORLD'S RECORD 

San Francisco, Feb. 11—It is claim- 

communication 

shore was made yesterday when a 

message ‘was received at a local sta- 

Mrs. John Neil is visiting her par- 
ents Mr. and Mrs A. G. Edgecombe, 
at St. John. i 

FOR WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY ————————— tion from the steamer Korea, 4,492 
miles away. Yesterday the local op- 
erator heard a call from the Korea. 
The message came faintly, but could 
be distinguished, ‘On steamer Korea 
4,492 out: all well.” The operator 
repeated the message and received an 

that a worlds record for wireless 

between ship and 

H. s. Campbell susan 

SAVE YOUR MONEY 
— FOR — 

CAMPBELLS SHOE SALE 
Feb. 18th to 28th 

y 

Have been pronounced a Success 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON 
THE OPENING DAYS OF OUR | 

Big Linen and Cotton Sale 

NAPKINS (all 

Red, etc. 

at 90c.; 75¢e., 

ED. 

sale. 

We will enumerate g few of the g ood things here in store for you: 

SPECIAL (all Linen) DAMASK, 72 in., at 78c., and 85c. per yd. 
A SPLENDID “SATINY’ "DAMA SK at $1.12 in popular patterns, 

that will give the best satisfaction, and is hard to beat. 
OUR SETTS OF TABLE CLOTHS and NAPKINS will make the 

LOVER of LINENS delighted and ‘‘she won't be happy till 

BATH TOWELS, 15¢. to $1.35. SPECIAL HUCK TOWELS by 3 doz. 
95c¢., 

FINE DAMASK and HUCK TOWELS, EMBROIDERED and HEMSTITCH- 

SPECIALLY FINE RANGE OF WHITE QUILTS from Crib size up to 

LARGEST DOUBLE BED SIZE, $1.10 to $7.50 each. 

A large consignment of ENGLISH SHEETINGS, 
and Napkins, Tow 

The saving is this., 10 p. ¢. DISC OUNT and YOUR HEMMING FREE. 
We will be pleased to serve you, whether your purchase is small or large. 

hemmed) at 90c. doz., up to $10.00 per doz. 

she gets 

them.” » 
BEAUTIFUL HEMSTITCHED CLOTHS and NAPKINS and CLOTHS 

for Round and Square Tables. 
FANCY and PLAIN HUCK TOW ELLINGS, in ‘“‘Guest’’ widths and up 

to 27 in. Our patterns are, Spots, Striped, Rose, Double Rose, Sham- 
rock, Thistle; Fleur de lis, Maple Le af, etc. \ 

BATH MATS in Colors, Cream, Pink, Lt. Blue, Deep Blue, Green, . 

$1.10, $1.35, $1.65 and $2.00. GUEST TOWELS, 

TABLE CLOTHS 
els, Towellings, etc., opened today, and placed on this 

JOHN J. WEDDAILL & SON 
The Popular House for All Household Linens 

Keeping Stock Healthy 
is of the very greatest importance to every farmer who wants to 
make money. It costs no more to keep healthy horses and cattle 
than sick ones, but they will do more than twice the work. 

ANIMAL DEGULATOR 
prafts 

P; 4 
ck necds—it keeps them always in perfect condition, 

looking. ‘Phey will give you better service— & 
nal $ 

[4 

be worth more money. No o 
can compare with Pratts tor the unvary 
.d tiie wonderfully beneficial effects on Liv 

€r / 

at*s A-~ir-~1 Regulator you know this is true—if yo 
i.hout one of the greatest helps to su i 
or of your dealer today. If he hasn’t 

and we will see that you are 
A 23-1 

Electric Restorer for Men 
Phosphonol restores every nerve in the body 
——— to its proper tension ; restores 

im and vitality. Premature decay and all sexual 
weakness averted at once. Phosphonol will 
make you a new man. Price 83a box. or two for 
£5. Mailed to an dress. The Scobeil Drus 
To.. 8t. Catharines. One, 

‘now favoring a special session. 

~ RECPROCITY 
(Continued from page 1) 

on recalcitrant members of ths sen- 

ate at tho home coming of the exe- 

cutive. The promised aid of the | 
Democrats in the house made it cer- 

tain that the agreement would re- 

ceive a favorable vote in the lower 

house although some lively fighting 

is promised before the vote is taken. 

There has heen a change of sentiment 

since President Taft left Washington, 
Sanators who were disposed to fight 

the agreement have come to realize 

that Mr. Taft’s determfination to call 

an extra session of Congress unless 

the agreement is voted upon favor- 

ably during the present session. 

Those senators see a sassion last- 

ing far into the summer looming a- 

head of them unless the wishes of 

the president are respected. The old 

CONTII Pure White Castile Soap 
I have imported this soap direct from Conti, Livorno 
in 1-2 and 1 Ib. (Bars; every Bar -stamped Conti. 
This is a guarantee that you buy from me the Best 
White Castile Soap Manufactured. 

George Y. Dibblee 
Druggist Opp. City Hall 

guard and others in the lower house 

have the moral support of the 
‘“‘Stand-Pat” senators in their hos- 
tile campaign and are determined to 
go down fighting because they see 
in the passage of the reciprocity 
measure the opening wedge of tariff 
revision. Should President Taft’s 
measure fail and should he call an 
extra, session of Congress the Demo- 
crats will in all probability, demand 
tariff revision tackling the United 
States Canadian Agreemcnt on tar- 
iffl instead of keeping it a separate 

Stock Cleaning 
al Wh + 0 WR ) 

All Balances of Winter Lines 
must be cleaned up at any 
cost. Buy now and Buy here. 

K HALL C. H. THOMAS & CO. 

measure. Many Democrats in fact gre 

Gy 

F’ton’s Greatest Clothing House. 
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