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EN, VON HINDENBERE 
HAS BEEN CHECKED 

coreg In the West Has Been 
Thrown Back After Thre Hours 

onflict With the Russians 
x 4 & 

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MATL.) : 
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 Petrograde, Nov. 20-The check of General 

a Hindenberg advance fiom Thom has come. 

ing the Russians time to form their front to 
‘meet the imvasion. 
: The Germans Penetrated as far as the re 
gion of Gratow where they were met by an in- 

~ fantry force nd thrown back after tree 
hours conflict, 

HOPE TO OCCUPY CALAIS 

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE #AIL.) 

London, Nov. 20--A despatch received here 

from Rotterdam says ‘that German officers on the 

Dutch frontier confidently declare Calais will be oc- 

cupied by December 10 

LADY SHOT AS A SPY. 
; (SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.) 

Amsterdam, Nov. 20--One English Sally has 

been shot as a Spy at Courtrailia Chapelle, accord- 

ing ¢ ‘report from Belgium. It is alleged that she 

‘was shaper in 40 German military barracks dressed 

“as a priest. 

GERMANS LOST MANY GUNS 
(SPECIAL ‘CABLE TO THE MATL.) 

Copenhagen, Nov. 20--A despatch in the 

Danish German frontier states that the German 

Gendarmes and armed Police of Schleswig have been 

ordered to send 80 P. C. of their ammunition to the 

western battlefront. The German losses in guns since 

the commencement of the war an far exceeded 
their anticipation. 

WZ WARE. TURKISH REPORT Hay 

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MATL.) 

{onde Nov. 20--An official statement given 

out by the Turkish war office declares that the 

strongly fortified Russian’s position near Azet has 

been taken by the Turks by a bayonet charge at the 

io of two days fighting. 

Royal Commission's Report Made Public at Last---A 
Sweeping Condemnation of Flemming---Finds 
He Did Not Direct the Extortion of Money 

From Lumbermen But Must Have 
Known of It 

The Premier Found Guilty of Compelling a Valley Railway Contractor to Contribute 
$2000 to an Election Fund---The Commission Finds that a Large Sum of 
Money Was Diverted in Connection With Valley Railway Work-—~No Justifi- 

The report of the Royal Commission 
wnich investigated the Dugal charges 
was made public on Thursday by Gov-' 

ernor Wood. It is in two sections, the 

Teed’'s hands. / 

That Flemming ‘set Voi seal of 

(approval on the transaction by intro- 

ducing his chosen treasurer to‘ Mr. 

first dealing with the extortion of Brankley with the words: ‘Anything 
| meney from the holders 

the Valley Railway. 
Taken tokether these reports are ab-! 

solutely crushing in nature, Their ap- 
pearance must presage a revolution | 

in the affairs of New Brunswick, for an 
examination of both documents proves 

that they are the most importaat 

ever placed on the public records of | 
this province. 
Briefly the Royal Commission finds, 

in regard to the timber charges: 

That the $71,000 collected from the 

lumbermen after a conference between 
Flemming, Teed and Berry, was se- 

cured by extortion. 

The Con¥missioners say: 
“Having in view the testimony giv-| 

en by the different contributors, the 
only conclusion that seems possible to 

us is that the money was actually 

extorted.”’ 
As to the nature of the transaction 

the Royal Commissioners say: 

“It is difficult to imagine anything 

more reprehensible or blameworthy 
than that an official of the depart- 
ment ‘interested should present such a 
demand. - To these depend nt 

upon the renewal of their timber lic- 

ences itis not only am extortion of 
the most effective nature, buc it ap: 
pears the more harsh and cruel inas 

much as itis produced tv cne to 
whom it is unsafe to 
and for a purpose Topugyet tc nary 

of the contributors.’ 
The Commission does not find evid- 

ence actually to prove that Flemming 

personally directed the extortion, but 

it says: 
That Flemming named the treasurer 

of the fund, Teed of Woodstock. 
That Flemming knew that efforts 

were being made to get money from 

the holders of Crown timber licences 

That Flemming knew all the time 

that such moneys Were coming into 

JUDGE McKEOWN 
Chairman of the Commisgion 

make protest 

of Crown | yr. Berr 18 
Lands, and the second dealing wd 0 B Fy. Bele ance Te npg wll be alt right.” ’" 

3 That it is fully proved that the mon 
ey was in fact ¢xtorted by Berry, and 
that Flemming “‘was well aware that 
moneys were being collected for = 
purpose unquestionably improper.’ 

This the commissioners say is amply 

shown. 
Also the Commission says it is man- 

test that Flemming ‘‘directed the dis- 

position of such money when collected 

also that ‘he aquiesced in the collect 
ion of such moneys at a time and 

from a Rata highly and grieviously 
improper,’’ 

While the commission says there is 
a great deal to support the view that 

| Flemming could not possiqly be in ig- 

|norance of Berry’s activities and of 
the methods he employed, the Com- 
mission does not find such sufficiency 
of proof as would justify it in declar- 

ing that the personel direction of the 
extortion by Flemming was actually 

| established. 

Such is the gist of the report on the 

timber charges, which is given in ex- 
tended foem. 

THE RAILWAY CHARGES. 

The charges of Mr. Dugal in connect 
|ion with the Valley Railway were, in 
the main, two: that a large amount 

of money intended for the construct- 
ion of the railway was diverted from 
its proper channel and that contract- 
ors under the St. John and Quebec 
Railway Company were compelled to 

pay and did pay large sums to mem- 
bers of the local government in the 

year 1912. ? 

The Royal Commission finds that 

some sums of money were diverted, 

|.and improperly charged, that many 

indefensible payments were made: 

And that Flemming compelled Con- 

tractor Kennedy of Kennedy & Me- 

Donald ‘to pay him $2,006. 

In regard to the $2,000 which Flem- 

ming got from Contractor John Ken- 

redy, the Commissioners gay: 

«\fe think and finxd" “that Hon. Mr. 

Flemming is guilty of this act of com 

pulsion Ninh has ‘been charged 

against him.’ 

The report says also, on this head: 

“What might rightly .be considered 

compulsion under one set of circum- 

stances might by no means constitute 

or give rise to it under other circum- 

stances, and therefore it is that while 

there was no threat or menace in the 

conversation (between Flemming and 

Kennedy) we have no hesitation in 

concluding that the compulsion un- 

doubtedly existed, taking the rise 

primarily from the fact that Mr. 

Flemming was premier of the proves 

ince and Mr. Kennedv was a contrac- 

tor in fh building of this work in 

qteslion.’ 

The matter of whether Vir. Weunedy 

was thinking of his second contract 

in making the payment is dismissed 

by the commissionzns is not necessaTy 

to prove compulsion. Rather, they 

state further 

“The campulsion, 

| getting 

panied the aet, did not take its Prise 
from any fear of disappointment with 
refendace to a second contract, ror 

was the money givem with a dew of 
securing it, but it was caused bly the 
very position held: by Mr, Flemming 
and possibly also frm 3a apprehen- 
gio as to the contingency, which 
might attach to the performance of 
the existing contract in case of re- 

fusal to pay.” 
In other words the Premier of New 

Brunswick ‘‘shook down’ the contrac 
tor for $2,000. 3 
As Hon. H. F. McLeod swore one 

way and Scott and Kelly, the con- 
tractors swqre another; way in Te- 
gard to the payments to McLeod, 
the commissionrs find that they can- 
not say, as against Mr. McLigod's de- 

nial that the charge has been proved, 

and thersfore they find Mr. McLeod 

not guilty. 
The commission fnds that $100 

of the $350,000 borrowed by. Gourd 
and his associates from the pruden- 

tial trust company did not go into 

tha railway and must not be charged 

against the ‘bonds. They peter to 
$107,000 of other charges astim- 

proper. 
It finds that the Prudential Trust 

Company did nothing improper in any 

way. 
It finds that the ten per cent 

which the construction company Was 

from the railway comapiy 

was an’ improper transaction. 
It is found improper that one Gould 

company should make a profit out: ot 
another Gould, Company and that: the 
profit should come out of the Prov- 

ince of New Brunswick. 
Payments suchas $1000# tha 

Fredericton Gleaner and $3,000 to 

Winslow are 
mission as without justification or 

excuse. “l.ny preliminary fees to so 
licitors are Ripe condemned. 

The Co's ,cn’s views con ‘diver 

sion’’ of Snel iy somewhat techni-, 

cal and regjuired careful reading. 

While the Commission finds $107,000 

much less than Mr. Dugal alleged— 

not properly charged to construction 

it does not support his pr incipal 

charge of diversion. 
The Mail has not . space for the 

entire report, but gives the following 

extracts from the same: 

Having in view the testimony 

given by the diflerent contributors 

the only conclusion that. scems pos- 

sible to us is that the money was ac 

tually extorted. Under the conditions 

which prevailed it was impossible for 

any of the license holders to exercise 

any freedom of mind or. will when 

the propositicn was .- made: to them 

by Berry that the extra amount 

should be raised.. The fact is that the 

request, if it can be so termed. was 

made by the Crown Land Official te 

whom each license Lolder knew 

classification of all “the lands was en- 

trusted. They knew further that the 

decision of ‘this ‘same man Berry 

would prevail in regard to whatever 

disputes might arise between any of 

{hem and the government scaler in 

each schsion's cut He was thei one 

official in the Crown, 

ment whom it was 

ative that each license 

appease aand placate; 

holder should 

and all tht0 

which accom- 
being so it would seem if lcss mom- 

stamped by the Com: | 

the | 

T.and Depart | 

absolutely imper- 

cation for Payments to the Gleaner and J. N. W. Winslow, “Not Proven” the 
Verdict in the Case of Mr. H. F. McLeod, M. P. | 

ent what the actual conversation was 
when Berry asked for the money. It 
was very relationship Hetween each. 
donor ard Berry that gave weight, 
if not menace, to the suggestion, and 
accounts for the fact that go few out 
of all approached had strength of 
mind to refuse » contribution. . 
All the above indicated conversa- 

tions and payments, except the ones 

specially . referred to. ebove and ex- 
cepted, took place before the Orders 
in Council clasgitying the lands snd 
fixing the amounts of bonus payable 
under each classification. 

At the time the demands were made 
tke Government was on the eve of fix- 
ing the bonus and stumpage payable 

by license holders for a time Which 
cover the full period of the lives of 

Acst of the parties affected, and itis 

difi-cult to imagine anything « ora re 

precensible or blame worthy than 

an official of the Department interest 
ed should present such a demanil or 
request at sucha time. The license 
holders wete not even free to protest 

against such request, coming from the 
lips of an official, whose ill-will mizht 

eas ly express itself in ways flat 
would cost much more than the 
amount then demanded. Tt was ot 

the most vital interest %o each Lold- 
| er that his licenses be remewed. His 
investments in mills, machinery and 
other plant were in issue. 

MR. FLEXMING'S POSITION 

Going now to the immediate :Iicuc 
involved in this enguiry the question 

remains: Was this extortion, which is 
‘shown to have een practisad ty 

Berry, directed by Hon. Mr. Tiem- 
ming? 
In the first place no one has t23ci- 

fied that it was so directed. The Civ 

man other thaw Hon. Mr. Flemining 

who would be in a position to ive 

positive evidence upon ih- noint as 

beor. since the start of this investi- 

gation, beyond the jur isdietion of u e 

Continued on page five. 
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F. B. CARVELL, M. P. 

Senior Counsel for Mr, Dugal 


