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IF RECCCGPIED
BY THE SERVIAN ARMY

A Fierce Battle Rmuits in an Qverwhelm-

ing Defeat for the Austrians---Had been
Otcupled by Enemy Since December 2

---Official Communication admits That
Autrians Suffered Heavy Losses---Ger-

mans Claim to be Making Progress
\cainst the Russians.

London, Dec. 15—The Servians,after
a fierce battle, have ra-occupied Bel-
grade, according to a Nish despatch
to Reuter’s Telegram Company.

The Austrians occupied Belgrade
December 2nd, after having besieged
it since July 23th, bombarding from
batteries near Scmiin and from moni-
tors on the Danube. A large portion
of the ¢ = was said to have been de-
stroyed by the fire of the Austrians.

Wher: war was declared the Servian
government mroved from Belgrade to
Kraguvevatz, and later went farther
south to Nish, where it Temains at
present.

Loondon, Dec. 15—A Petrograd des-
patch to The Times saye:

<The German invasion reached its
high water mark last Saturday. Hav
ing failed to undermine and over-
throw the Russian wall, the invesion
bas now ceased to present a further
inrorg in Poland, and fhterest is

Russian staff, which a few days ago
intimated that th2 Russian arinies
were ready to retire Tvo more favor-
able positions behind Warsaw.

“Now that the Russian army has
splendidly responded to this situation
this will not be mnecessary, and the
next move will be a manoeuvre to the
German flank.”’

ADMIT CRUSHING DEFEAT.

London, Dec. 14—Reuter’s Amster-
dam correspondent says thej Austrians
admit defeat at the hands of the Ser-
vians, in an official communication
issued at Vienna voday. This ‘com-
muaication fcllows:

““Our offemsive movement, directed
in a southeasterly direction froms the
River Drina, encountered southeast of
Valjevo a greatly superior force of
the enemy.

“Our advance had not merely to be
stopped, but we were compellad also
to make more extended retirements of
Qur troops, which, for many weeke,

have fought obstinately and brilliant- |

ly, but with many losses.

““Against this we may place the oc-
cupation of Pelgrade. New measures
will consequently be taken which will
serve to repel the enemy.’’

GERMANS RETREATING.

Petrograd,
stafl of the

Dec. 14—The genecral

der_date of Sunday, Dec. 13:

“AThere has bcen no engagement of
In
che region of Mlawa we continue to
“force back the German troops, who

importance on any of the fronts.

are in retreat.

““On the left wing of the River Vis-

tula there has been no change.
“In the region ©of Mount Duekla,

Russian army has given |
out the fo'lowing communication un- [

cia) is agzain in our possession. Our
columns, advancing through the Car-
pathiams, captured on Saturday nine
thousand prisoners and ten machme
guns.

*“The situation in front . of RE]brOt
to the east of Cracow. and in South-
ern: Poland, is unchanged. North of
Lowicz our allies are pressing against
the lower part ofsthe Bzura river.’’

GERMAN REVIEW OF SITUATION.

Berlin, Dec. 14, by wireless to Say-
ville, N,Y.)—The official press bureau
gives out the following:

‘“The week-end finds no change of
importance recorded in the west, and
in the east only the evacuation of
Liodz by the Russians, although there
is reason to believe that the German
attack has been gaining ground.

“Southward of Cracow the Aus-
trians are still repulsing: all attacks,

and further to the south have succeed
ptiniulated in the next move of the|

ed in clearing a number of the Carpa-
thian passes of the enemy.

“The position of the German allies
in Poland is generally considered fav-
orable, an especially favorable point
being the fact that the Russians ap-
pear to have asswmed the defensive
everywhere, without the power or
energy to assume an aggressive ad-
vance in any section.

““There have been no developments,
so far as adwvices disclgse, in the Ser-
Yian operations.’’

“‘The German and Austrian bulle<

tins jssued Sunday combinz to show
that both armies are making progress
against the Russians. Whila the Ger-
man statement omits to say whewher
the capture of eleven thousand prison-
ers and forty machine guns, previous-
ly reported, occurred in the region of
Lodz or Lowicz, or mnorth of the Vis-
tula, by the army which last week
took Przasnysz, the Austrian state-
ment renders it practically certain
that it was north of TLowicz, where
successful attacks continuéd upon the
strongly fortified Russian position.

‘‘Austria further reports the defeat
of the Russian southern wing on Sat-
urday at Limmanova and the advance
of Austrian forces over the Carpath-
1an passes.

““Special correspondents with the

]Austnan armies attribute the rapid

 withdrawal of the Russians from the
| Carpathians to the increasing pres-
sure.”’’

KEEP BALKANS CLEAR.

Rome, Dec. 12—The Giornale de
[talia publishes an interview with .
Venizelos, the Greek premier, who is
reported to have said thact relations
between Greece and Italy ‘are fuite
good. Greece’s only wish with regard
to the present war was that it should
not spread to the Balkan peoples.

Austrian columns are coming dowuI The recent Greco-Bulgarian inci-

the nor ihern slope of the Carpath-
ians.’

CLAIM RUSSTAN REVERSE.

dents on the frontier had no conse-
qQuences, according to some newspa-
pers.
] The

- Vienna made the following! official Hungary critical.

announvement this afternoon, accord-
ing to a «despatch recezived here to-

day:
‘“The pursuit of th(-
Wpete'n Galicia co

serious natura

Rugsians in l

CALLS ON 1915 RESERVES.

t report by Dee. 15th,

Vienna correspondent describes
& diminutive Hungarian enthusiasm
Amsterdam, via London, Dec. 14— for war and considers the position of

Berne, Dec. 14—Germany is calling
tinues. As a re- dut h{‘[‘ 1915 class of rescrves; that is,

ault/of encounters o! a more or 1es3 those born in 1895 and also thuso
we have won ground in liable to mmtuy s2rvice born earlier
a norihern diree th'l] Dukla (in Gali- 1 They mus

gress

German Losses in Great Battle in Polan
ed-~ Austria has Made
Terms Were Refused. -
Leadin Belgium---A Turkish Cruiser

HERGE FIGHTING IN- FRANCE

London, Dec. 15~-After a period of compar
ative quiet, fighting Tas recommenced in Nurthem
France, says a tatement given outby the off;
cial bureau this aftermoon. The alles made 4
combined attack on Hollebeke, four milss south
east of Ypres, and on Wytschaet Several lines
of German trenches ware captured and a mumber
of prisoners taken. “Substantial progress  was

mage” 15 the language of the  ultra-conservative
news bureat

BOMBARDED SERASTOROL

Berlin, Dec. 15~The Turkish cruiser  Miderl
Breslau, bombarded Sebastobol and the  Sultan
Selem, Geoben, bombarded Batoum Dec. 10,

RETREAT CUT OFF

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL,)

Rome, Dec. 15-The Cettinje correspondent
of the “Trubura” reports that the Montenegro army
has cut off the retreat of the Austrian troops.

WILL REMAIN NEUTRAL

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.)

London, Dec. 15-Bulgaria has again declar
el to the allies her desire to remain neutral.
Se announces that she will in no way emba-
rass Roumania should the latter becomes involved
n the conilict

d

Tentative Offer ¢
-The Germans Have Requisitioned all e)fthe Copper

The allies Made a Combined Attack on Hoelebeke
and Coytechaet says a Statement by the Offi-
cial Press Bmem;;-—-Substanﬁal Pro-

Was Made

d Estimated at 150,000 Killed and wound-
of Peace t( Russia, but the Latter’s

and

(8 §

Bombards Sebastobol

GERNAN LOSSES HEAVY -

(SPECTIAL CABLE TO THE MAIJL.)

dome, Dec. 19-The German logses mthe in-
mense battle in Poland are estimated o have
been 150,000 in killed and wouuded, This num-
ber does not mclude the losses of the Aus-
trians nor the prisoners from both German and
Austrian armies which were taken by the Rus-
sians. Eighteen German army coros fiave ‘been
engagel

THE GEOBEN BADLY DAMAGED
(SPECTAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.)

Copenhagen, Dec. 15---Reports from Berlin in-
dicate that the Turkish cruiser Geoben, formerly
owned by Germany, but sold to the Ottoman Gov-
ernment, with the cruiser Breslau was severely dam-
aged in the action at Batoum when the Turks shell-
ed that fortified seaportin Trancaucaia. It is said
that it will be a difficult matter to effect the necess-
ary repairs to the vessel. A Berlin message stateS
that Essad Pasha is supporting Servia.

PROCLAIMS A HOLY WAR

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAII.)

Amsterdam, Dec. 15---Speaking from the throne
Sultan Mohamed V yesterday declared that a conse.
quence of the attack on the Turkish fleet by the °
Russians in the Black Sea and of the action of Eng-
land and France in sending troops to the Turkish
frontier he was compelled to proclaim a holy war
“against the Christain world as a defence against
the concerted policy which threatened desrtuction of
Mohammedanism” “I an convinced,” he continued,
“that the Turkish forces will add brilliant victories
to those of the Glorious armies of Germany and
Austria against the common foes”
| Russian terms

WANTS COPPER AND LEAD. :
’! GERMANS HAVE TYPHOID.

wors refused,

(Sperial to The Mail.) ‘

Rotterdam, Dec. 15—Germany hns‘: (Special to The Mail.)
requisitioned all the copper, tin and | Rotterdam, Dec. 16—A thousand
ead in Belgium. ‘Germans are ill with typhoid fever of
a severe type at Countrai.
| London, Dec..11—The most striking
| feature of the day’s officiel mews is
| the candid admission by the Austrian
! government of the defeat of ths Aus-

AUSTRIA OFFERS PEACE.

(Special to The Mail.)
Berlin, Dec. 15—Austria has made a

;entative peace offer to Russia but (Continued om page fve.)



