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THE MEPUCTIC BOOST 

The speech of Mr. W. S. Tompkins, 

delivered at a complimentary ban- 

quet tendered him by the Meductic 

Board of Trade a few nights ago, 

reads like the annual report of the 

president of a bank which has com- 

pleted a prosperous year and is about 

to increase the disbursements to its 

stockholders. Mr. Tompkins is de- 

cidedly optimistic in regard to the 

future of Meductic; indeed, to read, 

the report of his speech, which was 

no doubt prepared with care, one 

would almost think that capitalists 

and others with money to invest were 

actually ‘falling over one another in 

their intense eagerness to get a foot- 

hold in the historic village. Mr. 

Tompkins is known to be a most en- 

ergetic spirit and there may be a ten- 

dency in some quarters to discount 

some of his statements. It is just as 

easy to criticize and find fault as it 

is to build castles inithe air and peo- 

ple should hesitate before throwing 

cold water upon any scheme which 

has for its object the transformation 

of a scattered village into a flourish- 

ing manufacturing town with modern 

im@rovements. 

All great reformers in the past have 

met with discotifagements and draw- 

backs, but they have gone steadily 

forward until the goal was attained. 

Bearing this mn mind, Mr. Tompkins 

should not retrace his footsteps be- 

cause some people are unkind enough 

to insinuate that his present activity 

is prompted by a burning desire for 

political honors—a desire to repre- 

sent the County of York in the legis- 

lature of the province. The Mail 

loath to believe that Ne. Tompkins is 

prompted by any 

tive. It is true that a petition, urg- 

is 

such ulterior mo- 

CANDLEMAS DAY 

This is Ground-Hog Day; 

This is Candlemas Day; and 

On Candlemas Day, if the sun appear 
There'll be two winters in one year. 

popular par- 

is nothing more or less than 

“ground-hog 

Candlemas Day, in 

lance, 

“‘ground-hog day; 

day’ from: the ranges of Hudson Bay 

to the pines of Carolina and from 

New England to California. Accord- 

ing to the popular fable, if Br'er Arc- 

tomys Monax, the ground-hog, creeps 

out of his hole between sunrise and 

high noon this day and sees its shad- 

ow outlined by the sunshine, the lit- 

tle animal promptly scampers back 

into its aperature and there remains 

for six weeks more. But if he fails 

to sce his shadow, according to popu- 

lar tradition, it is a sure sign that 

winter is practically over and ‘there 

will be an early spring. 

There is some dispute as to the ori- 

gin of Candlemas Day, but most au- 

thorities are agreed that this eccles- 

iastical festival was instituted by 

Pope Gelasius in the year of 492 in 

commemoration of the presentation 

of Christ in the temple and of the 

purification of the Virgin Mary. Feb- 

ruare denotes purification and in this 

month the performed the 

ceremony of purification of the peo- 

ple. When the churdh changed this 

feast of Prosperine, as it was called 

by the Romans, it retained the pro- 

cession feature the 

occasion with the purification of the 

Virgin. 

The festival is celebrated through- 

out the Christian world annually on 

February 2 and derives its name 

from the fact that in the Roman Ca- 

tholic churches candles are blessed 

on this day and carried in procession 

in commemoration of the words of 

Simeon spoken of the infant Christ, 

‘“‘A Light to lighten the Gentiles.” 

ee 

Romans 

and associated 

among Nor- 

the 

and 

There is a 

thumberland County Tories over 

Mail service between Chatham 

Tracadie. Mr. Donald Morrison, 

who has the th2 

county bas made some recommenda- 

tions te the department, which are 

not in the interests of Caatham. 

The ire of that good Tory Commo- 

dore Stewart has been aroused and 

be expatiates as follows on the sub- 

ject in the last issue of the paper: 

“If the Government should be fool- 

ish enough to listen to Mr. Morri- 

son, and deprive Chatham of the pri- 

vileges it enjoys as the distributing 

point and terminus of the Tracadie 

mail service, no Conservative candi- 

date in the mext election would get 

more than five votes in this town, 

and ours wouldn't be among the five. 
Ee 

Freaericton 

TOW On 

patronage of 

The friends of Mr ing him to accept political honors, 

has been in circulation in the up-river | 
Parisies for some weeks and ‘was even | 

in evidence at the “Flemming plum | 

pudding and brandy sauce banquet” | 

at Meductic a few weeks ago, but we | 

have every reason to believe that it | 

was the work of zealous friends of | 

Mr. Tompkins and was done with- | 
out his personal sanction. Mr. Tomp- | 
kins knows that as a legislator he | 
would be a great and shining light in | 
comparison with the men who now 
rezxesent York, but he is not the kind 
of man to chase rainbows or political 
honors. True, he might accept a seat 
in the legislature, but it would have 
to comz as the heartfelt tribute of a 
grateful people for glorious achieve- 
ment. We have it on the very best 
authority that Mr. Tompkins will ac- 
cept a nomination only on these con- 
ditions. He believes and rightly to, 
that with his extensive knowledge of 
public affairs, ‘acquired by affiliation | 
in the past with both political part- 
ies, that he will be in a position to 
render the state some service,and his | 
views are shared by a good many peo- 
ple who ought to know, including at | 
least one Tory M.P. Mr. Tompkins | 
is a booster of the highest order; he 
is likewise an ‘optimist, an enthusias- | 
tic, an agriculturist and a whole Tot | 
of other “ists,” and if he can trans- | 
form the Village of Meductic into 
wide awake town in the course of a 
few months the County of York and 
Province of New 

a 

Brunswick will, no 

doubt, find a way to get rid of the 
useless political timber with wich 
they are at present encumbered and 
avail themselves of his services. 

hf 
The appointment of Dr. R. G. Mec- 

Grath to the chairmanship of - the 
Board of Health is one that will com- 
wend itself to the citizens. Dr. Mec- 
Grath has served as gz member of the 
Board for several years and is thior- 
oughly familiar with the duties he 
will be called upon to perform. In- 
deed the city is most fortunate in 
securing the services of a most ener- 
getic medical man for this 
portant position 

im- 

George Black will be pleased to hear 
of his appointment to the responsible 

position of Commissioner of the Yuk- 

on. Mr. Black studied law in this 

city and weot to the Yukon with a 
party of gold in 1898. He 

practised law in Dawson for a num- 

seekers 

ber of years and served as a member 

of the Yukon |Council. He 

active in politics and in 1898 was an 

unsuccessful candidate for the Yukon 

in the Conservative interest. 

was 

PRE 

The influence of the English press 

of Montreal was thrown strongly in- 

to the civic fight against the malver- 

sationists and yet the latter won out 

WANTS CHANGES IN 
VALLEY RY. ROUTE 

To the Editor of the Mail: 

Dear Sir :—As 5 subsciiber of your 
paper I wish you to find space for a 

few facts I have to say concerning 

the Valley Railway route. As I sup- 
pose the surveyors are looking for a 

shorter and easier way for the rail- 

way to go, it would be easier for 
them to try what is called the Wilk- 

inson line which starts from Freder- 

cton and comes through Mazerall 
Settlement and out to the river again 
at Long's Creek. Then if they did not 

!wish to keep along the river there is 
an easy way to Pokiok by going 

through Newmarket to Lake George, 

and then the Valley of the Pokiok 

stream and out to the nver again at 

Pokiok. And on this route from 
Long’s Creek to Pokiok it would not 

be any more than three miles from 
| the river anywhere. This would save 

the building of many bridges amd be 
at least five miles shorter. This 

route would serve the people just as 

well, and save half a million of dol- 

lars, for every man cannot have a 

station at his door. Unless he had 

the station handy to him he would be 

as well to not have the railway goirys 

across his farm as there would not 

be any more than three or four sta- 
tions from Fredericton to Pokiok 
anyway. 

| SUBSCRIBER 

[HEAVY TRADING IN STOCK 
OF STEEL CORPORATION 

New York, Feb. 2—The market 

showed an increase of strength after 

the opening but with Reading run- 

ning far ahead of the general list. It 

had 

past 

One of the bull arguments 

was said a large short interest 

been formed in Reading in the 

few days. 

on Reading was that in the event of 

strike the price of 

would be advanced and that the Com- 

a miners’ coal 

pany had a large supply of prepared 

sizes on hand. The tip was whisper- 

that Reading was to be 

put on a 8 per cent. at the 

forthcoming dividend meeting. By the 

end of first hour the general list was 

reactionary. 

ed around 

basis 

MONTREAL MORNING SALES 

Merchants Bank—8 @ 197. 

Royal Bank—10 @ 230; 30 @ 2328; 

50 @ 233%; 10 @ 232%; 100 @ 232. 

Royal (new)—2 @ 129. 

Bank of Montreal—1 @ 246. 

Steel Corporation—736 @ 60%; 1060 
@ 60%; 3240 @ 60%; 485 @ 60§; 1475 @ 
608;725 @ 604. 

R. & 0.—100 @ 1204; 25 @ 120%. 

Power—25 @ 190; 25 @ 188% 210 @ 
1894; 25 @ 188%. 

Cement Com—70 @ 28%; 125 @ 28%. 
Detroit—50 @ 59, 50 @ 58%; 25 @ 

58% 

Illimois P#d—15 @ 90; 5 @ 89% 
Steel of Canada—400 @ 31 

Winnipeg Street—50 @ 260; 25 (@264 
75 @ 265 

Toronto Street--185 @| 131% 

quotations from direct private wires | Rio—110 @ 112§; 25 @ 113, 10 @ 
of J. M. Robson & Sons, Bankers, 11124 

Bell Telephone (new)—10 @ 140; 10 
JOBHRNERE lo Is Garant 61% 61% '@ 136 
AMAPRRGRT <0 tos a 104 ~~ 104}| C.P.R. rights—3 @ 8 500 \@ 73 
FSENBIDERRA (is RR TRY 70 69% 'L@ 7% 
Brooklyn. 78 | Paint Pfd—15 @ 94; 85 @ 943 
(058: 78 913 Salone sal olneti s UAL 228% | Steel of Oanada—25 @ 89% 
Great Northern... ...... 128; | Crown Reserve—300 @ 296; 50 @ 
Reading. ...iu A 157% 296; 100 @ 295 
Southern Pacific 107 | Tron PfA—50 @ 104% 
Lehigh Valley... 159% | C.P.R.—50 @ 229; 100 @ 80 
Penna 1243 | Coal P‘d—10 @ 111%; 6 @ 112 
Union Pacific 16234 | N. S. Steel and Coal—35 @ 93; 14 
(i ag Crs Bl RR MO 603 @ 934 

TRACK TEAM OFFICIALS QUEBEC LANDMARK 

The following officials of the U.N. 

B. track team were elected at a gen- 

eral meeting of students this morninz 

Captain, Paul Kukring ’'13; Manager 

Robt. Bastman '12. 

BOUGHT HORSES HERE 

Thos. Hayes and D. Wat- 

son of St. John returned home last 
night after making a purchase ot 
thraz horses in this city and vicinity 

Messrs 

Rapidity was purchased from‘ Mr. 

John T. Gibson of Marysville and 

Master Walnut was purchased from 

Mr. J. E. Sullivan of the Queen 

Hotel. A third horse was bought 
from J. T. G. Hott of Marysville 

being one which he bought in St. 
John about a year ago. Rapidity 

was formerly owned by Mr. J. E. 

Sullivan and racied on the maritime 
circuit during the season of 1911. 

Master Walnut was bought at the 
“Old Glory” sale in New York a 

short time ago. 

GOVERNOR OF YUKON 

An Ottawa despat.h says,—“Gaorge 

Black of Vancouver has been ap- 
pointed governor of the Yukon, the 

former governor, Alex. Henderson 
baving resigned. The new governor 

is a native of Richibucto, N. B. He 
was for years a resident of the 

Yukon and is thorouzhly famlliar 
with the country. He has latterly 

practiced law in Vancouver.’ Mr. 

Black resided in this city for some 
years and revisited Fredericton a few 
wezks azo. 

PROPERTY PURCHASE 

The ‘dwelling at the corner of 
Queen and Northumberland street has 
been sold by Mr. Herbert Gunter to 
Mr. Charles Gunter who lis remov- 

ing from Queensbury to this city. 

Dorothy Russell, daughter of Lil- 
lian is appearing in a playlet called 
‘‘Ambition’”” which demands emotion- 

al work and dramatic ability. 

WILL DISAPPEAR 
(Canadian Press.) 

Quebec, Que., Feb. 2—The invasion 

of the G.T.P. will shortly mark the 

disaprparance of one of ile ancient 

capital's most quaint and historic 

sections. With the advent of the 

railway all the houses” on the river 

side of Champlain street, known as 

the “Cove,” will disappear. Much of 

of the property will have to be ex- 
propriated. 

VIOLET EDMANDS 
HAS NERVOUS TROUBLE 

Portsmouth, N. H., Feb. 2—Violet 

Edmands, former finance of Rey. 

Clarence, V. T. Richeson, who will 

go to the electric chair, at Charles- 

town, Mass., for killing Avis Lin- 

nell, is a patient at a private hos- 

pital here conducted by Dr. Boris 

Sidis, the eminent Harvard Univers- 

ity Alienist. The hospital is a re- 

treat for nervous invalids. 

TRAVELLER'S DEATH 

Mr. H.H.S. Parkins a popular com- 

mercial traveller of Montreal died 

suddenly in his room at the Royal 

Hotel, St. Jobn, last night. He was 

about fifty-five years of age. 

TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION 

HOUSE TO RENT 
TO RENT.—Cottage 

land Street, near Charlotte. 
to 

on Westmor- 

Apply 

MRS. E. A. COBURN, 

Westmorland St. 

LT 
For Chapped Hands and Face 

-- = We Recommend -- = 

ELDER FLOWER & WITCH HAZEL CREAM 
For all ‘weathers, 

ELDER FLOWER and WITCH HAZEL CREAM 
toilet 

not fill up the pores, keeps rough skin smooth, 
proves the best of 

sooths inflamed surfaces, 
WINDBURN. Very dainty 
for lady, baby and gentlemen. 

under all conditions 

applications, does 

and cures CHAPS and 
for every toilet use 

25 cents a Bottle 

HUNT & MACDONALD 
DRUGGISTS PHONE 68. 

FOR COMFORT WEAR 

The “Red Cross Shoe” 

Made Laced 

Fine Via Kid $4.00 

or Buttoned. 

Oxfords $3.50 

H. S. CAMPBELL 
SHOEMAN 

John J. 
Our Annual Linen and Cotton 

Weddall & S 

Two Big Sales in One 

Starts on Friday, Feb, 2nd. 

A Money Saving, Time Saving, Labor Saving Sale in every particular. 

Our entire stock 

TRAY CLOTHS, 

Our 

CASES and PILLOW COTTONS, WHITE QUILTS, 
TABLE PADDING, BATH TOWELS, BATH MATS, FACE CLOTHS, Etc., 
will be placed on this sale. 

is always a Money Saving and Popular Sale with the ladies and includes 
all OUR NEW WHITEWEAR, as Night Gowns, Corset 
White Skirts, Princess Slips, etc. 

of BEAUTIFUL TABLE LINENS, NAPKINS, TOWELS, 
TOWELLINGS, SHEETS AND SHEETING, PILLOW 

COL’'D QUILTS, 

Big Whitewear Sale 
Covers, Drawers, 

Only Once a Year You Get This Opportunity; Linen Sale terms 10 p. c. discount 
Free Hemming; Whitewear Sale 10 p. c. off All Your Purchases. {a 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SO 
White Wear and Household Linens a Specialty. 

You Can Afford To Buy 

A Dandy Sled Now 

In order to clear out the balance of our stock of 
Boys’ and Girls’ 

20 p. c. Discount 
Sleds, we are offering them at 

choose from. 

These Sleds 

from the best makers. There is a good variety to 

are all this season’s stock and are 

R. CHESTNUT & SONS 
Wholesale and Retail Hardware. 

DIR|I|IN|K 
Havelock Mineral Spring Beer 

It Is The Best. 

The Following Flavors in Stock 

Sarsaparilla Champaign Cider 
Ginger Ale Orange Phosphate 

Cream Soda Spruce Beer 
Crabapple Cider 

D. H. CROWLEY 
Opposite Mail Office 

Sir Herbert Tree has astonished 

London by entering upon a music 
hall engagement, presenting a drama- 

tization of Kipling’s story, ‘“The Man 
Who Was.” 

Harmony Rose and Glycerine Soap 
I Ib. Fine Transparent Soap for - 25 cents 
Makes the hard water - soft; prevents chapping of the 

skin. Money back if not satisfactory. 

George Y Dibblee 

exall Stote Peat 
City Hall. 

74& 

The long cherished dream of the 

Australian labor party, the creation 

of an Australian state bank, com- 

‘peting with private banks and pro- 

| viding the labor government with a 

‘pAwerful financial arm, is about to 
be realized. 

This is a Man 
who does not use Rubber Stamps,ete: 

The Bank of New Brunswick 
INCORPORATED 1820 (aig 

Head Office, St. John, N. B. 

Capital [paid up] 

Rest and Undivided Profits 

$1,000,000.00 

- $1,800,000.00 over He works too hard, but it's his own 

fault. What is your opinion? : 

FREDERICTON BRANCH---QUEEN STREET 
W. S. THOMAS, MANAGER 


