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g figures as structural Superinten- 

“dent during the last fiscal year, and 

in fact ever sinoe this government 
~ came into power, were under discus- 

sion. Mr. Wilkins has since Septem- 
‘ber 21 gone to a higher reword 
hough it is doubtful if it is a more 
crative one. He is now paymaster 

the Public Works Department of 

the Dominion of Canada and has an 

office all his own in the Custom 
3 House in St. Johm, from which he 

dispenses the best kind of rewards cc 
$5 the well intentioned of the party. 

A GOOD BOOK KEEPER 

But during his sojourn in King's 

ounty it is quite evident from the 

accounts that Mr. Wilkins proved 

himself not only ebergetic but enter- 
prising. He seems also to have been 
an excellent book-keeper so far as 

his own time and expenses Went and 
in one account he actually broke all 

~ the precedents and enclosed a voucher 

£9) of $2 for horse hire. Judging from 
~ what was shown up in the committee 

~ Mr. Wilkins was a very busy man, 

or example during October 1911, he 

spent every working day at the wharf 
t Whitehead. He was a little dila- 

Ty getting that account din. It; 

‘amounted to something like $100 and 

like many others in the Departmeot 

of Public Works were kindly held over 

until after the close of the fiscal year 

? It had, however, to go into this year 

and the whole account shows that 

j Incompetency and favoritism Brought 
out Before the Public Accounts Com- 

~ Snap in Kings County---Chairman Pin- 
der is Angry over Exposures made in 

Supt. Wilkin’s Sott 

the pay¥ist on this small Whitehead 
wharf amounted to $372.60 and that 

out of that account Mr. Wilkins drew 

for his superintendence $120.30. Then 

there were the wages of the foreman 
amounting to $50 making a total of 

$170.30 for paying the gentlemen who 
look on just to satisfy the bosses. 

The men who really did the work get 

the balance. The people around White- 

head wharf may be surprised to learn 

that he spent every week day of Oct- 

ober with them and the workmen on 

the wharf when they read this will 

certainly imagine that their memories 

have gone astray. 

#4 RIDICULOUS CHARGH 

0 

Hon. Mr. Sweeney resumed his ad- 

dress on the budget in the) Legisla- 
ture Thursday afternoon and for an 

hour held the undivided attention of 

the House with one of the most vig- 

orous and eloquent speeches that it 

has been the pleasure of the! 

members and the spectators in the 

galleries to hear for some time. 

He returned again to the discussion 

of that oft-repeated assertion and 

stock in trade argument of the gov- 

ernment and its supporters that with 

only sixty per cent. of as much cut 

on the Crown Lands of the province 

as in the days of the old Government 

they were able to collect more stum- 

age and that this was because of 

their superior honesty. Mr. Sweeney 

said that he had only to take the 

figures of the honorable Provincial 

Secretary himself to prove that his 

argument was faulty and his prom: 

ises wrong. That gentleman in his 
There were also a few repairs need- 

ed at Gondola Point wharf and the 

whole cost of that was $247.94a most 

ridiculous charge for the amount of 

work that was done. But how can it 

be otherwise wheh Mr. Wilkins puts 

in a bill for 16 days spent there and 

for this he is paid $3.50 a day and 

quite a tidy little sum outside for 

expenses. The wages of the foreman 

also amount to considerable, some 

$40 so that it will be seen that for 
superintendents, expenses and inspec- 

tion between forty and {fifty per cent 

of the whole cost are accounted for. 

Mr. Wilkins was certainly past mas- 

ter in the art of making time., The 

little steamer approach along side of 
the Gondola Point wharf cost some 

thing like $100 and of this dmount Mr 

Wilkins time and expenses runs tc| 

twenty or thirty per cent. 

(Continued on page five.) 

London, March 21—Arthur J. Bal-| 
four’s motion for the rejection of the | 
minimum wage bill was defeated and | 
the government bill passed its second | 

reading in the House of Commons to- | 

night by a nfajority of 123—a larger | 
‘majority than the ministerialists 

: themselves had hoped for. The vote! 
stood 348 to 225. The Laborites amd 

Nationalists voted with the govern- | 

= ment. ; | 
The prime minister formally moved | 

the second reading of the bill and | 
then immediately yielded the flour to | 
‘Mr. Balfour, who, in moving its re- | 

jection, temporarily assumed the 
leadership of the opposition. The de-| 

~ bate on the bill was interesting in | 
character and served to dissipate 
much alarm which was created‘by the 

announcement last night that the | 

Unionists intended to oppose the | 

passage of the measure. It is now | 
evident that the Conservative leaders | 
~ had no idea of upsetting the govern-| 
ment, but that they merely desired | 

to wash their hands of responsibility | 
~ for the bill, and had no wish to as- 
sume office themselves. 

The debate showed that the Labor | 
leaders were in a more reasonable 

mood. Although they tabled a num- 

‘ber of amendments, one for the inclu- 
sion of their schedule of minimum 

~ wazes, it is believed that they mow 

will be satisfied with what the gov- 
ernment will be willing to concede, 

~ the inclusion of the five shilling and 
two shilling minimum, 
Altogether the tension has been 

greatly relaxed, and although the 

debate may be carried into next week 
it would not be surprising if the 
government's original program was 
carried out, and the bill become a 
law by Satvrday. 
~ London, Mar. 22—Premier Asquith 

in the House of Commons this after- 
. noon, refused to accept the miners’ 
SYamendment to the minimum wage 
bill providing a mimimum of $1.25 
and 50 cents as the daily wage 

men and boys respectively. Enoch 
~ HBdwards, lator 

LA 

WAGE B 
ASSES. NPE 

| action declared that the decision an- 

for 

\ member of parlia- 

ment, and president of the Miners’ 
Federation of Great Britain, at once 

AL HOUSE 
announced that the premier’s rejec- 

tion of the miners’ amendment closed 

the door to an immediate settlement 

The House had just entered upom 
the committee stage of the minimum 

wage bill when the miner’s amend- 

ment was moved and Premier As- 

qtith’s announcement the gravity of 

which was immediately recognized he- 

cause it is practically certain to 

bring abaut another deadlock, caused 

a sensation among the members. In 

opposing the miners amendment the 

premier said that he was inclined to 

think the figures reasonable ones, 

but said that it was most undesir- 
able to ingert in the bill any specit- 

ic minimum wage or to establish 

the precedent of fixing the rate oi 

wages by act of parliament. It would 

he pointed out be peculiarly danger- 

ous to the men themselves because if 

parliament once expressed its judg- 

ment that $1.25 was a fair minimum 

wage the sum would be bound to be 

treated as' the maximum Enoch Ed- 

wards the miners’ leader, who seemed 

to be surprised at the govarnment’s 

nounced by the premier had shatter- 

ed his hopes that the final form of 
the Ml would commend itself to the 

good sense of both sides. The refusal 
of the amendment meant the closure 
of the door which yesterday appeared 
open to a settlement. 
Andrew Bonar Law, the official 

leader of the opposition sided with 
the government, which he said could 
not have taken any other course. 
Despite the decision of the unions, 

there is already, particularly in 
Scotland, a steady trickling of the 
miners back to the pits. 
Even with a general Testmption 

however, the mines will not be in 
working order again before Easter, 
and some of the smaller ones which 
have been. flooded, will never ho re- 
opened, 

Some of the larger coal owners to- 
day, declare that it will be impos 
sible to work their pits, if the mini- 

mum rate of wages is granted. 

(Continued on page four.) 

speech of Wednesday had given figures 

of the trans-Atlantic shipments for 

some years past, and he had stated 

that those trans-Atlantic shipments 
from the north shore ports of the 
province indicated fairly what the 

cut was upon the crown lumber 

lands. Taking his own argument, 

which was that with lesser shipments 

under this administration than in the 
days of the old government, there 

was a larger revenue, what must be | 

said when it is known that the ship- 

ments of 1911 were forty-seven mil- 

lion feet less than in 1910 and yet 

there was never such a territorial 

revenue as there was last year. That | 

of itself shows that the basis of the 

argument against the old govern-| 

ment was all wrong; but it was made! 

said Mr. Sweenwy, to reach unthink- 

ing people. It was made to make the 

public believe that the Crown Lands 

of the province were mot properly ad- 

ministered under the old administra- 

tion. The Provincial Secretary was 

very careful not to make any men- 

tion of the shipments from the North 

Shore to the United States. He was 

very careful also not to speak of the 

lumber held over, of the millions of 

feet lyirg upon the wharves along the 

Miramichi. He did not evem say 

that there was a far greater area of 

lumber land under license every year 

and that because of this there was a 

greater revenue. Why should there 

not be more stumpage? he asks. They 

were cutting upon the Blue Bell Tract 

which had never been exploited un- 

der the old government,and they, had 

a large revenue from it. More than 

that, they were receiving almost 

double the upset prices that had been 

received by the former administra- 

tion. He thought that was all right. 

He believed that the prices should 

have been higher in former years. 

A TORY BLUNDER 

He thought that a great mistake 

had been made when the vast terri- 

tories of New Brunswick forest lands 
were handed over to the New Bruns- 

wick Railway. That was done by a 

Tory government before the Blair | 

government came in power, and it is | 

ancient history=and he had no right] 
to go back and impute motives to 

those gentlemen who bad done what 

was considered best and right in their 

opinion for the welfare of the prov- 

ince. But he urged upon his oppon- 

ents from the government side of 
the House that when they discussed 

the question of territorial revenue, 

they should be honest with their op- 
ponents and honest to the people of 

the country. The real result for the 

increase of the revenues from thie 

source were that there was more cut 
upon the crown lands, that a greater 
area was being cut over, that Getter 

upset prices were being received, and 

because of the double stumpage upon 
the undersized cut. Ie referred to 

this latter phase of the question at 

some length, stating that because of 

the system that prevailed of the re. 
duction in the size of the sawing, 

that the Crown Lands of the prov- 

ince were being cut faster than they 

were growing, and then in the clear- 

est terms he stated that the old gov- 
ernment had always taken pains to 

preserve the forests and that it was 

a tribute to their policy that the 
lands under lease had been held at so 

high a valuation that the owners of 

the leases were able to sell out at a 

very high price and make fortunes 
by the transaction. That would not 

have ‘been possible had not the pol- 

icy of preservation been persevered 

in. He had stated before and he 

wished to emphasize that statement 

that nothing stands between the peo- 

ple of the Province of New Bruns 

wick and direct taxation but the 

Crown Timber Land and unless they 

were preserved unless a different pol- 

icy is adopted, from that pursued by 
this present government, the results 

will be serious indeed. 

THE PUBLIC CREDIT 

Mr. Sweeney Concludes 
Address on the Budget 

Sham Reformers of the Flemming Government Put in Their 
Proper Places---Buoyant Territorial Revenue Due to an In- 
creased Cut on Lands Belonging to the Crown---Present 
Administration did not Discover New Brunswick---Audit 
Act a Delusion and a Snare 

The credit of New Brunswick, Hon. 

Mr. Sweeney said, was good before | 

this government took charge of its | 

affairs. They came into power on the! 

rosy ways and they had failed to] 

make the most of their opportunities 
In spite of all these Heaven born | 

statesmen said, the province had projected into the coal district 

regime real progress and improve 

ment were made so far as the farm- 

ers and his industrées were concerned. 

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 

The speaker referred also to the 
largely increased revenues from the 

game and fish licenses. All of these 

are higher now. Only yesterday at 
a sale of some fishing privileges, the 

prices realized were far in excess of 

those that had been received when 

they were in power. But who made 

that possible? Who protected the 

game in the old days? Who made the 
regulations? No one but the old gov- 
ernment. 

That same old ‘government had 

started the development of the coal 

areas. It was their policy that made 

it possible for a new railway to be 

al- 
made considerable progress before the most solely for the purpose of bring- 

people intrusted them with the charge |ing out the coal mined in the areas 

of their affairs. In former days when | discovered and encouraged under the 
the old government had charge 

raising 

to the farmers to obtain flour 

their wheat by the bonusing of flour 

mills. They could not forget also | 

how butter making had been improv- | 
ed by means of instruction, assist- 

ance to creameries and other methods | 
This was also true of cheese factor-| 

ies. The former government did not | 

neglect any of these things. They en- 

couraged the sheep industry, the cat- 

tle ard horse industry, by importa- 

tion of pure breds. Twey had farm- 
ers institutes, a provincial institute, 

illustration orchards and many other 

practical ways of encouraging the 

Agricultural industry. It was quite] 

true that they did not have so many | 

highly paid officials, but under pain 

the | policy of the old government. 

of wheat had been encour-|same policy assisted in the discovery 

aged and practical assistance given!and testing of 
from | posits and yet 

That 

the oil and iron de- 

in spire of that, in 

spite of what the old government had 

done the gentlemen upon the gowern- 

ment side of the House claim all the 

credit for themselves. Among other 

things they claim credit for the 

Audit Act which had proved a farce, 

a delusion and a snare—that Audit 

Act about which so much was boast- 

ed, gave three members of the execu- 

tive the power to do what only seven 

members could do in the old days. 

They had the power even to over-ride 

the Auditor General which was plain- 

ly evidenced in the report submitted 

last year, where in spite of the Au- 

ditor's protest expenditures were 

(Continued on page five.) 

REAL ESTATE 
FAR WORKED 
MONTREAL PEOPLE 

Mysterious Financier had 
Bought Property I-Ga 
ore and Palmed off Bo- 
gus Checks—--Said to 
Belong to This City 

Montreal, March 21—Negotiations 

for the sale of $2,000,000 worth of 

Montreal real estate collapsed com- 

pletely last night with a number 

hotel that ‘George H. Harr- 

Boston,” thd 

financer who ‘bought the Grey Nuns’ 
property on St. Catharine street las 

week for nearly $1,500,000, was a man 

from Fredericton (N. B.) by the name 

of Rowe. 
Rowe, alias Hartkson, leit the hotel 

unexpected yesterday afternoon, for 
getting to pay his bill or claim his 

meagre baggage. 

Windsor 

ison, of 

As a result of Rowe's disappear- 
ance, and the discovery that his 

capital amounted to a few hundred 
dollars instead of a few millions, 
the Grey Nuns’ property on St. 
Catherine street reverts to an Otta- 
wa man who holds an option on it, 

present owner of Dominion 
find 

and the 
square Methodist church has to 

another buyer. 
The first gentleman has for his 

pains a worthless $10,000 check, buc 

the second managed to rescue hig 

plans from “‘Harrison’s 
Windsor last might. 

room in the 

His last appearance at the hots] 
was at noon yesterday. By evening 

there were four. detectives in the 
house looking for him—two of Chief 
Jarpenter’s men and wo from a 

private ‘agency. The result of their 
joint endeavors and those of the ho- 

tel management was the discovery 
that the b rd had flown. His bag- 

page was a negligible quantity. 
Harrison was pecognizzd hy one of 

the night clerks of the Windsor as 
one Rowe, "of Fredericton (N. B.). 
Letters addressed to him as Rowe 
were found in his room. 

of | day with his counsel, 
i | i ul 1 r FA 

local real estate agents, when it was | Morse, conferred with Governor Foss. 
| a = ‘mer clerev- 

discovered by the management of the | The date sett for the former clergy 

mysterious | 

| 

| 

EFFORTS T0 SAVE 
RICHESON FROM 

DEATH PENALTY 
Friends of the Confessed 
Murderer of Avis Lin- 
nell Hope for Commut- 
ation to Life Imprison- 

ment 

March 21—Efiorts to save 

T. Richeson, the confes- 

of Avis Linnell, from 

Boston, 

Claremce V. 

sed murderer 
| death in the electric chair, began to- 

William A. 

man's execution is May 19. 
While Attorney Morse did not pre- 

sent a formal petition for commuta- 

tion of sentence, he assured himself 

that such a petition would pe receiv- 
ed by the governor, and that it 

would probably be submitted to the 

pardon committee of the executive 
council for action. It is optional 
with the governor whether he shall 

submit such a petition to the council. 

Mr. Morse said that no petition for 

commutation would be sent to the 

governor for two weeks at least, and 

he further intimated that the matter 

would not be pressed until the date 

of the execution was less than a 

month ago. | 
Richeson’s friends hope to obtain 

a life sentence for him. 

BIG MAJORITY FOR UNION 
Toronto, Ont., March 22—Almost 

four hundred Methodist quarterly 

boards have voted on 'the question 

of School Union. The official figures 

reconded are: 
For Church Union on the present 

proposed basis, 6,115; against, 884. 

Eight Preshyteries of the Presby- 

terian church have voted 17,914 for, 

and 7,512 against. 

The vote of proposed basis 
12,280 for aod 5,671 against. 

was 

Mr. J. B. Stevenson of Arthurette, 
is at the Barker House. { 

HON. I R. GRAHA 0 EAPOSES 
GOVERNMENT DUPLICITY 

Claims that Figures 
the Grand Trunk 

Showing the Cost ot 
Pacific Railway were 

Deliberately Cooked with the Object of 
Influencing the Vote in South Renfrew 
—~-Government will have the Best Road 
onthe Continent---Cochrane Made Lame 
Defence 

Ottawa, March 21—The reason the 
Borden government feared the return 

of Hon. George P. Grafham to par- 
liament was made manifest in the 

House tonight, when the administra- 

tion stood convicted of misleading 
the public and misrepresenting the 

facts in connection with the state 
ment recently issued, purporting to 

give the cost of construction of the 
National Transcontinental Railway. 

In a speech of nearly an hour, pun- 
ctuated by Liberal cheering, the ex- 

minister of railways tore the veil 

from the government duplicity, and 

demonstrated that the figures pre- 

sented to the public for the use of the 

South Renfrew bye-election were wil- 
fully misleading and energetically 
‘‘cooked.”’ 

There was practically no defence, 

and no attempt at contradiction of 
Mr. Graham's charges by any mem- 

ber of the government, from the 

premier down. 

At the conelusion the minister of 

railways admitted that the figures 
were not those of the cost of con- 

struction, but of the entire cost of 

the railway, including interest charg- 

es of all kinds, and estimate for in- 

terest on rental during the seven 
years, while it was provided no ren- 

tal should be charged. 
“I have no fault to find with the 

building of the road,” was all the 

ministers had to say, “but I still 

maintain that it cost too much.” 

That was all. 

A “COOKED REPORT. 

“I say this,” declared Mr. Graham, 

in his summing up, ‘‘and I defy any 
contradiction from kon. gentlemen 

opposite, that the statement sent 

out by this government a few weeks 
ago as to the cost of construction of 

this road was absolutely misleading 

and untrue; that over $46,000,000 

was put into it that any business 

man would take out at one stroke; 

that the cost per mile was inflated in 

a manner which no railway man or 
no financial man would have permit- 

ted or tolerated, and I charze that 

these wholly inaccurate figures were 
designed and prepared to be touted 

by ‘the government and its supporters 

on every platform in South Renfrew; 
that they were designed to be unfair 

and misleading to the people of Can- 

ada generally, and more, that they 

were calculated to do our country 

untold injury by misleading capital 

and investors in the old land.” 

“It's the job of this government 

to mislead the people if they can,” 

put in Mr. Wilson of Laval. 

“‘Well, they didn’t mislead the peo- 

ple of Seuth Renfrew,” responded 
Mr. Graham, amid renewed Liberal 
cheering. 
In opening, Mr. Graham stated that 

Mr. Cochrane's figures Were inaccur- 
ate both as separate entities and as 
a combination statement. The en- 
zineers of the department had com- 
pleted an estimate of the cost of the 
entire construction last year, which 
Mr. Graham presented to the House. 
In less than a twelve month these 
estimates had been increased by over 
$26,000,000. Increases were made in 
the estimates for grading, right of 
way, bridges, steel superstructure, 
car shops, terminals, rentals, head- 
quarters, expenses and salaries, etc., 
all of which were presented in detail. 
The government Mr. Graham point- 

ed out, was face to face with two 
conditions. Hither the estimates had 
been changed within a twelve mionth 
for the purpose of ‘‘padding’’ the 
cost of construction for the sake of 

South Renfrew, or, after all its pre- 
vious criticism as to the expense of 

the work, the new government found 
that it was unable to continue it as 
cheaply as its predecessors. The 

figures were for the future and not 
for the past. 

BEST ROAD ON THE CONTINENT. 

The country was getting the very 

best rcad on the continent, one 
whose engine haul would average 

double the average of other roads, 

and whose fixed charges for interest 
on capital cost would be based on 

about $56,000 per mile, as eompared 
with an average of $58,000 per mile 

for railways in the United States; 

$62,000 per mile for the Intercolon- 

ial; $83,000 per mile for the govern- 
ment owned roads in Russia, and 

$272,000 per mile for the British 

railways. 
Hon. Mr. Cochrane, in his usual 

laconic manner, contented himself 

with the assertion that the revised 
estimates of total cost, as previously 

given to the House, were reliable. 
He made no atbempt to reply to any 

of Mr. Graham's figures or argu- 

ments in detail. 

The House then proceeded to pass 

the rest of the minister of railways’ 
estimates for the National Transcon- 

tinental and the Hudson Bay Rail- 

way. 

In response to a question by Mr. 

Emmerson, the minister said the gov- 

ermment had yet reached no conclu- 
sion as to whether the latter road 

would ‘be operated by a private cor- 

poration or by a government com- 

mission, as promised by Mr. Borden 

in the west last summnrer. 

A SLIGHT DECLINE SHOWN 
IN STOCK MARKET TODAY 

B direct private wires to J. C. 

Mackintosh & Co., 694 Queen 
Street, Fredericton, N.B.) 

y 

New York, N.Y., March 22.—The 
market opening was firm with a fair 

volume of activity. 
that Thursday's selling had been ab- 
sorbed and that the market was in 

stronger position than before. Am- 

erican Smelting and Amalgamated 
Copper were firmy, being helped by a 

rise of 11s., 6d. in price of copper 
metal in London. Reading and Le- 
high Valley each opened at a gain 

of §. Action of these stocks tended 
to strengthen the belief that the 

strike of anthracite miners would be 
averted. Stocks advanced sharply in 

the first fifteen minutes, but were 

then supplied in sufficient quantity 
to check the rise. Traders still fav- 

ored a reaction and possessed suffi- 

cient couraze to put out short comr 

nitmenths, on strong spots. 

quotations from direct private wire: 
of J. M. Robinson & Sons, Bankers, 

St. John, N. B., Members of 
Montreal Stock Exchange 

Open Noon 

Copper, 77% 78 
Atchison, 108% 107 § 
Brooklyn, . . 81% 82% 

Smelters, ..M\a.i 80% 82% 

(2b 260 PEER SA 233§ 233% 

Bulls comteaded | 

' Great Northern, 

Pennsylvania, 
Reading, . j.« 
Southern Pacific, ... 

| Union Pacific, 

TRS Sheel, 21. er oso 
WADE, Ri dh ‘sols Sala ERA « 5 

MONTREAL MORNING SALES. 

Bank of Montreal, 1 a 2443, 5 @ 
244, 10 @ 242. 
Royal Bank, 10 @ 22 
Union Bank, 120 @ 162. 

Bank of Commerce, 10 @ 219, @ 

220. 

Merchants Bank, 15 @ 195%, 26 @ 

1943. 
C.P.R., 25 @ 233%. 
Iron Corporation, 125 @ 56%, '8 @ 

564. 
R. & 0, 50.@ 120% 

Detroit, 25 @ 60%, 
C.P.R., 200 (@ 233%. 
Woods, 43 @ 122 
Ogilvey's, 25 @ 1293. 
Coal, pfd., 25 @ 112. 

U.S. Steel, 30 @ 9%4. 
Cement, pfd., 25 @ 89. 
Toronto Street, 1 @ 133]. 
Spanish River, 25 @ 41d, 25 @ 424%. 

Paint, pfd., 50 @ 94%. 

Soo, 25 @ 137. 
Crown Reserve, 50 @& 320. 

Quebec Railway, § @ 47. 


