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Burden ofthe War Office

Move of Government Leader was a Com- TH[ MAHK[T
- plete Surprise to the Country---Election
to Sanction His Acceptance of the Office
Will be Held Immediately---Viscount

Morley Expected t
ation Discussed in

London, March 30—After all the
many sclutions of the government
crisis which ‘bave been proposed and
discussaed, Premiier Asquith announced
a decision to the House of Commons
today which none of the prophets had
expectad or even suggestyd. The
prime mipister himself will assume
the burdon of the war -office in addi-
tion to his other and almost crushing
duties, He will resign from the
House at this critical stage, when the
second reading of the home rule bill
is about to be taken up and will ap-
peai for pz-election to his constituen-
cies in Bast Fife, Scotland, within a

o Resign---The Situ-
Both Houses :

pearance pf the heavy strain of his
long labor in office amd would gladly
spe the )governm?ns idefeated. But it
looks at the present mioment as
though he thad takem a mew lease of
life and proposes to make the reorga-
nization of the ammy a fighding issue..

“The whole army systemy may have
to be recast,” Colonel Serly remark-
sd sigpificantly today.

The firgt 'busibess will be to find a
successor for Sir John Frenoch, whoss
withdrawal lkeaves sia
the war office. The name of General
Sir Ian Hamilton is the most discus-
sed.  General Hamilton tholds the

few dayvs. )

Fiedd Mavshal Sir John French,
chief of the imperial general ‘s'taﬁ,amd_
General Sir John Ewart, adjutant
general, in spite of the army order
issued on Friday, which Viscount
Haldane cleverly framed as a plat-
form «cn  which the genemals might
stapd with seusistency and honor.

It thus became impossible for Col-
onel Seely, who was co-signer with
ther: ‘of tae assuraoces to Brig.-Gen- |
eral Gough that the army would not
be ussd to suppress the Ulster oppo-
sition to home rule, to retain the
secretaryship of war. His resigna-
tion, therefore, was accepted after he
had been’ for some days under fire
from the newspapers of his own party
which .nsisted that he must go.

1

|
MORLEY MAY RESIGN TODAY.

Vizcount Morley of Blaekburn, lord
president of the council, who was
partner 'with Col. Seely dn drafting
the offending paragraphs of the docu-
ment, stands in the same position,
amd his withdrawal from office is ex-
prcted tcmorrow,

These were the events in today’s
chapter of the continued story which
is keeping the country at the highest
piteh of exciter nt and suspense. The
present situati n is remarkable in
that the govers aznt nominally will +
be without a primi: minister and with
out a leader in the House of Com-
mons until the byelsction is held in
East Fife. Thz writ foo th: election
must give eight days’ notice and it
probably will be issued tomorrow.

The only practical loss to ths
pParty musantime will be the with-
drawal of Mr. Asdqguith s voice from
the debates. He will preside over the
cabin:t meetings and direct manoeuv-
res in the House of Commons from an
unofficial seat, while Reginald Mec-
Kenna, the home secretary, and Wins-
ton Spencer Churchill, first lord of
'the admiralty, will understudy him
es House leader.

“Ch, I wili be handy if I'm wanted’’
Mr. Asjyuith remarked to Andrew
Bonar Law, the opposition leader,
who thought that the home rule bill |
could not ve proceeded with in the
absence of the prime minister.

ASQUITE SURPRISED
ALL HANDS,

| Mr.

position of imspector of the overseas
forces at a salary of $30,000, and the
governmnt would be glad to abolish
the office. ;
Both Houses today debated the
situation at great length, but the
de'mite simmered down into merely
assertions on the ome side of a plot
to seduce the army and on the other
side of a plot to crush the Ulster
covenanters, with idenials and coun-
ter denials and heated personalities.
No member of the Irish National-
ists, of which John E. Redmond is
the head, itered
House. The Irishmen are letting the
English fight it out mlone. Premier
Asguith, Viscount Morley, Colonel
Svely gnd Generals French and Ewart
all visited the King during the day.
‘The debate following Premier -As-
quith’s withdrawal was tame. Fred-
erick ‘B. Smith, Unionist for the Wal-
ton division of’ Liverpool, renewed
his accusations that the government
had batched a ' comspiracy against
Ulster.
“It was Napoleomic but there was
0o Napoleon,” he said.

TRIED TO SEDUCE THE ARMY.

Winston Spencer Churchill, first
lord of tthe admiralty, said that the
plotting had all be:n done by the
opposition, who tried to seduce the
army. He quoted from the Unionist
leaders’ spasches, ¥n  which they ad-
vissd the army to refuse to serve
against’ Ulster.

In the House of Liords the Barl of
Selborne spoke .with a wammbh sel-
domr heard 4n that House. He tenmed
Churchill’s  charges as “‘foul
falsehoods.’: ~

‘(Conﬁnued on page five.)

great void at |

a word in the!

MORE AGTIVE
THIS MORNING

New York, March 31—Opening was
somewhat more active than has been
the case for the past week or two and
thefrally which started late yeslenday
afternoon continued during the early
trading, so that during the first hour
stocks showed a gain of a full point
all around.- C.P.R. opened about the
samye as yesterday’s closing figures,
but mfter a few transactfons, show-
ed a gain of a full point.

Outside of a few hundred shares of
Umion Pacific, Liondon done practical-
ly nothing in American securities.

PRESS COMMENT.,

Henald:—There #s little disposition
Yo encouvage bear operations.
Commeercial:—Traders belisve that
important interest would like to sse
a «decline on which to buy.

Amerion 4% demand for high
Hes contisues good.

(= he general list shows a
‘hice and the dearth of ;busi
288 in ctnmission | houses points
Ftrong‘-y to operations for the short
account ias the correct explanation of
heaviness.

(Quotations by J. M. Robinson &
Sons, Bankers and Brokers,
Frederlctoq, N.B.)

Sles to one o’clock 171i500 shares.
Call money 2 per ocent.

OR. GERRARD'S CASE
AGAIN BEFORE COURT

Dr. Wm. Gerrand, in the police
court (this morning, pleaded guilty to
the charge of having unlawfully prac-
tised dentistry in Fuedericton during
the months of January and February
not being a pegistered dentist. The
information was laid by Dt. F. A.
Godsoe of St- John, registrar of the
New Brunswick Dental Society, who
appeared with R. B. Hansom as coun-
sel. Dr. Gerrard was fined but the
fine was allowed to stand on comndi-

TLE BUSHESS
R THE Ol

The House met on Monday. at 8.55
p.m. }

Mr. Stewart (Northumberland) prg
sented the ;petition of J.P. Burchill
and others praying that no legisla-
sion be passed disqualifying Veterin-
ary Surgeons from pr\actising for two
years.

Hon. Mr. Clarke introduced bills to

Mr. Asquith apparently ‘consulted
2o onz except the King befors his
bold «decision. His colleagues in the
sabinet seemed to be as surprised as
bl other members of the House when
be revealed his plans.

Mr. Asquith is already first lord of

' the treasury, which office he will con-
tinue to hold. If the had merely shift-
®d fronr one office to anothér the re-
signation of his seat in the House of
Commons would not have been neces-
sary, but he said he had been legally
@dvised that the acceptamce of *‘an
office ‘of profit under the diown,” in
the wonds of the statute, necessitatod

a new election, mlthough he will takél

paly one salary, $25,000.

Gladstone took two offices under
similar circumsbances, accepting ths
salary of one wmnd half the salary of

the other, amounting to $37,500, and'

‘@idk not consider a reddlection neces-
‘sary.

PREMIER IN FIGHTING MOOD.
The political seers gather that Mr.

Asquith is in fighting mood. They
‘bave been saying recently that h

amend the Town’s Incorporations Act
in so far as it relates to the Town

»f Sussex Civil Court; respecting the
distojvery and  congervation of Ra-
|livm; dium; to amend the aet of re-
specting King's Counsel:

Mr. Baxter moved for tLe suspen-
sion of rules jm favor of a  bill w0
emhble the City of St. John to enter
into an agreement with T McAvity &
Soms, Ltd., respecting rates and
taxes. He also presented @ petition
of the said City in favor of this bill.

Mr. Allain gave notiCe of intention
to move for suspension of rules in
favor of Hotel Dieu Hospital, Chat-

Hon. Dr. Landry submitted the an-
ham,

‘nual report of the Boys Industrial
Home, St. John, also statement of
Bonded debt of the Towm of Chat-
ham. oo

The Hiouse went into kommittee with
Mr. Melanson in  the chait* and
agreed to the billy relaling tc
the Provincial Hospital;to authorize
the issue of a grant to James A.
Craswell, to vest the title of certain
wharf sites in the government; and
amend the Parish of Sackville Sew-

|

A ehas ers Act.
shown the effecte 1n his physical za.-p-‘l

The House adjourned at 9.50 pP.m.

tion that the accused agreed mot to
practise until woegistiered under the
Act of Assembly. Dr. Gerrard con-
ferred with Dr. ‘Godsoe on the mat-
ter this aftesnoom. In court this
morning he claimed that he had mnot
Liem given fair treatment by the
Dental Society and was wilking to
take the required exam’mations.

HYDRO-ELECTRIC BILL
KILLED IN COMMITTEE

The hydro-eleceric hill was taken
up by the Corporations Committee of
the House dn private e*ssion this
morning. There was considerabile dis-
cussion and the committee, by a vote
of twelve to mime, decided mot to re-
comunend the measure to the favor-
able consideration of the House, The
bill asked for authority! to dem the
St. Johm Rivier at Meductic Falls. .

Mr. R. Max McCarty of St. John,
was the promoter and the firmof J.
C. Mackintosh & Co. had agreed to
finence the mundertaking. The bill
passed the House two years ago but
the time limit was allowed to elapse.

PERSONAL

Mr. 'G. F. Burtt) of Hartland, is

The opposition’s demand for am
vestigation has now been granted.

mised to investigate
of F.

which is owned by the

WILL PROBE

R. A, Pringle, K. C,
To Enquire Into
Southampton Ry.

Case

Announcement of His  Appoiniment
- Made in Pailiament by Acting
Minister of Railways

Ottawa, March 30—The governmeat
has appointed R. A. Pringle K.C. of
Ottawa, to hold an investigatdon in-
to the charges made some time ago
in the commons by Mr. Carvell
relation to the Southampton Rail-
way in New Brumswick and the alle-
gation that the road had been built
out of government subsidies with
$26,000 - left over for private profit.
The announcement was made by the
acting minister of railways, Hon. Dr
Reid, during the course of Hon.
Frank Oliver’s speech this afternoon.
Mr. Oliver pointed out that under the
Liberal government a great wock in-
volving the expenditure of over one
hundred and forty million doliars,
had been carried on without the sug-
gestion that a dollar of the people’s
money had gone into prnivate profit
or party funds. Charges had been
made in the house recently and sub-

stantiated even from the government |

side of the house that under the

present government on a railway of
thirteen miles there had been @ rake-

off of twenty-six thousand ‘dollars.
in-

Noon In the course of his speech in the
Ganpene A i N5 R S DRt 763 | N. T. R. debate Hon. Frank Oliver
Smelters: . i 694 | went on to assert that in the con-
Rl RPRRY G et 2073 | struction of the Southampton Rail-
Great Northern . 127 {way . of New Brunswick, tweaty-six
Lehigh ... ...\ 1443 | million dollars from the Dominion
Northern Pacific 1147 | treasury had gome for party pur-

1147 | poses.

1662 Hon. Mr. Reid: That Is not a fact

160 Mr, Oliver said that the case hLad
U. 8. Steel 63% | been fully discussed in the nouse sad

he hoped it would be made the sub-
ject of an inquiry.

Dr. Reid replied that he had pio-
the allegations
B. Carvell in the house and
that R A. Pringle exM, P., ' had

been appointed to make the inquiry.

Mr. Oliver—“I am glad that the

hon. gentleman has taken this act-
ion.”’
1675, Reid;—"It contrasts very

strongly with the action of the late
government in refusing to appoint a
commission to investigate the expen.
ditures on the N.T.R.

FOUR DAYS EARLIER

THAN LAST SEASON

Sarnia, March 27—The Steamers
Alpena and Wyandotte of the Wyan-
dotte ' Troansportation | {Company,
Wyandotte
to.

Soaa Company, started runmning

day. These steamers are the first out
each year amd thz last in..They are
employed in carrying limestone from

Alpena, Mich., to Detroit.

The tug Fischer of the Reid Line,
went down nearly to Detroit taday,
to smash gq-pasenger ‘way through
the ice. The tug and the two steam-
er8 were at Sarnia this afternoon at
two o'clock. Whistles on boats in the
harbor and on factories sounded a
salute to the early movers. The two
freighters passed out into Liake Hur-
on, and started to buck into the vast
fields of ice. As there are no maviga-
tion aids up at the present time tne
trip up the lake g considered very
dangerous. This is four days earlier
than the season opened last year.

Mr. 'A. E. G. McKenzie, barnister of
Campbellton, is among thes guests at
the Queen.

Mr. G. Alexand?r of Campbellton,
is etoppizg at the Queen.

0040000090000 090000000

stopping at the Queen.

Mr. Wailace Broad of St. Stephen,
is a guest at %he Queen.

Mr. J. M. Robinson, president of
the St. John Board of Trade, is in the
city.

Mr.W. A. Ewing, K.C., of St. John,
is a guest at the Queen. !

]
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GRAFT GHARGES

up in the House

WOULD CREATE
A RAILWAY MONDPOLY

Hon. Frank Oliver Condemns the Govern-
ment’s Attack on the Transcontinental
---Tories Have Fought the N. T. R. Pro-
ject From the Beginning---Capt. Tom
Wallace’s Telegram to Carson Brought

Ottawa, March 30—With blunt de- |
finiteness this afternoon, Hon. Frank '
,Oliver pointed to zeal for the main- '
|tenance of railway monopoly in Can-
ada, as the reason underlying the |

in | government’s attack upon the Trans-~Messrs.

continental.

““The Conservative party fought for
railwayl monopoly ®before,”” he said,
in his speech in the debate upon the
Gutelius-Staunton report, “and today
by the use of this pantizan report
they indicate the determination of the
I‘govemment now in office to break
,;he back of the only enterprise in
sight which can give the four western
_provinees efiective railway omptiticn'’

Mr. Oliver brok: som> new ground
{in the depat:. He showed that n
adoptinz the Transcontinental policy
the Liberal government had been lar-
.gely influenced by the need of increas-
led transpertation facilities amy {biyt m2-
ognition of the fact {nhat railway
competition would stimulate westerr
development and hasten the flow of
immigration.

Today, he said, there are less tham
18,000,0G0 acres of land under cultiva-
tion In the west, while ten times that
number are capable of being made
productive. How huge the future crop
might be was surely something to in-
spire parlisment as to  the import-
ance of our transportation projects.

Iz

RUIN OF ROAD, THE TORY GAME

In elosing, Mr. Oliver said that{tha
Conservatives could not be chargsd
with inconsistency in iregard to the
N.T.R. project. They had fought it
bitterly upcn its inception and had
attempted. to discredit it throughout
the period the Liberals were in power
It was only since the project had fal-
len into their own hands, however,
that they were able to carry their
purpose into eflect.

The attack upon the new thanscon-
tinental line had been well planned at
a time when mcre money was Teguir-
2d for the equipment of the line and
when traffic must be built up. At this
ritical juncture the govecament has
sought to have issued a repost -wvhich
constituted a false, misleadiag a
tempt to discredit in a business way
this great enterprise as well as the
Liberal party.

The report- Mr. Oliver declared to
be so partizan that it discredited it-
self, but what was tabe said of a

government which sought to deliber-
ately ruin this great enterprise, if
by so doing it could only hurt its
political opponents.

The government tpeaks of the day
Boyce and Sharpe, followed
along the usual lines of pessimism as
to the future of the road..

ULSTER QUERY IN HOUSE

Ottawa, March 30—There was an-
other echo of home rule and Ulster in
the ihouse today. The telegram sent
last week by Captain Tom Wallace
of Centre York, to Sir Edward Car
son, furnished the subject matter for

a question on the order paper ad-
dessed to the minister of militia by
Edmond Proulx, of Prescott, and

Col. Sam Hughes, made one of his
usual emphatic replies thereto. The
substance of his reply! was that Capt.
Wallace’s telegram had mothing to
io with his duties as a member of
the reserve of officels. m answer to
thie third sdction [of the guestion
wh'’ch asked whether the minister ap-
provod of Captaln Wallace sending a
cablegram of sympathy to Sir Ed-
ward Carson amnd whether he would be
disciplined for doing so, Col. Hughe?
replied: “‘The alleged telegram  does
not in any way relate to the dutics
of Mr. Wallace as an officar of the TG~
serve; 'and the minister is 'nov called
upon to express any! opinion in re-
gand thereto. Any attempt to dis-
cipline Captain.Wnllace in the ease
sugigested would not only be im-
proper but illegal.’’

The participation of Camadian troop
in religious processions was referred
to in a question by Mr. Edwards, of
Frontenac, which directed the atten-
tion of the minister of militia so an
sditorial in the Canadian Baptist,
dealing with , this matter. The ar-
ticle stated that troopsin such pro-
pessions “‘were regarded asa guard
of honor."’

In reply Col. Hughes said the al
legation that troops wersa guard of
honor in such circumstances was un-
founded. He pointed out that it was
eustomary in the British Empire and
Canada for the militia to attené
church parades wearing side arms
only. Misunderstanding has abisen as
to the regulations on this point and
therefore in May, 1913, a special or
der has been issued that rifles must
not be carried at church parades.

PROPOSED PURCH

advisibility of purchasing a motor-
truck to .augment the appanatus of
the Fire Department waries to aj mark
ed wdgpee. Some think that omn ac-
count of heavy expenditure op the
department last year there should be
no haste in the purchase of & motor-
truck. Others think a truck unsuited
to local conditions and others think
one could be used. Through the med-
ium of short interviews The Mail has
secured \a number of opinions, which
are given as follows:

J. J. McCAFFREY.

J. J. McCalfirey, proprietor of the
Queen Hotel sais: ‘‘I think the Fred-
ericton Fire Department should have
a motor truck. Chief Rutter has
been trying for years to get the de
partment eguipped in modern style.
f he gets the proper support he
will get it. Of course that matter
of the truck not being suited for
deep snow, such as we have in win-
ter should!bbe looked into, but I un-
derstand that proper guarantees can
be secured from the companies
which sell motor fire-apparatus, Fred
ericton certainly has need of more firs
fizhting appliances, The way affairs
are now we'have a $25,000 fire-station
, to housr §2,000 worth of apparatus.’”

Opinion among ‘the citizens on the

3t O MOTOR

[RUCK DISCUSSED BY GITIZENS

EX-MAYOR HOOPER.

Ex Mayor W. S. Hooper said:—‘‘I
was always for a motor-truck. There
is nothing in these objections ' that a
motor-truck cannot be driven here in
the winter time. I took the oppor-
tunity, to inquire into that matter
personally a short time ago. At La-
crosse, Wisconsin, I was told that
motor driven trucks worked well and
snow conditions there are about like
they are here. The only troutle ex-
perienced there was during the dem-
onstration by, an employee of the
factory at which the machine was
built. It stack at a drift but he
backed up and went through it.”

GEORGE Y. DIBBLEE.

George Y. Dibblee said:—“I don’t -
care to express an opinion on the
question of a motor-truck as I do
not want to take sides in thel, mat-
ter. I will say however that in the
present central fire-station the Fire
Department has had a large amount
of money spent that should have been
spent on apparatus.”

F. B. EDGECOMBE.
T. B. Bdgecombe sain:—“I do not

want to be drawn into the discus-
(Continued of Page Fivea)
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