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 ENGLAND WAS PLEASED

IVER CURHAVEN PAID te ks

German Statement that no Damage Re-
sulted is Considered Improbable--Fight-
ing in the Trenches on Christmas Day;’ar
was the Fiercest of the Month--Germans
Capture Trenches South of Ypres--
Viclent Storm Interferes with Operat-

_ions.

{m;il!- DBec. 28—The battle lines in
the east/ and west have undergone
itesimal changes fn'the past
-#our _hours.
reports agree that the Ger-
have capt\'xre\‘l a section of
trenches mear Hollebeke, south of
Ypres.
‘Germans gave up -trenches on the first
line, to the extent of about eight or
nine hundred yards in the Lons‘region
further east, while unsuccessful dem-

onstrations have been made from both |

sides at various points along the ex-
tended ifnes.

The reports of the mumbers of
wounded Goth armies are sending Fack
‘rom the lines in BElgium: appear to
show that the fighting on Christmas
in that country was the fiercest of the
. past month. Correspondents in the
rear say that the Belgians, @asa re-
sult of five days’ sapping, captured
pearly three thousand Germans, with
only small losses to themselves.

A-c:ord;z):_ 1o the TNussian reports,
“the German attempts to capture War-
saw have failed, while the Berlin offi-
clal statement says there is gemeral
confidence that the German and Aus-
tro-Hungarian forces ars making pro-
gress along the great front.

STIRS BRITISH PRESS.

) . The English -newspapers are enthus-

\ iastic over the raid by their cruisers
! :and aeroplanes -on Cuxhaven. They

«decline to accept without res:rvation
the German statement that ships at
Cuxhaven and the gas works were hit
By bombs, but that no datnage was

! done, and consider this improbanble.
The naval writers dilate and specu-
late lavishly upon the most remark-
able engagement of twentieth century
‘\ *warfare. They ‘conclude that the Ger-
% man ships feared to come forth and
.give battle to the British cruisers,
because of th> uncertainty as to whe-
ther the Eritish battleships were lurk-
ing behind them.

Zeppoiins wers driven o is talen by
~sJme as evidence that the Zeppelns
sre really untrustworthy craft. Oth-
ars think it means that the Germans
are huspanding all their dirigibles for
a raid upon England.

It is argued by some of the writers
Y that if Cuzxhaven.can be attacked, why

aot Heligolard, Wilhclmshaven and
even the Kiel Canal. The only dam-
age the British expedition sustained
was the loss of several hydroplanes,
costing $45,000," and the only loss of
life was Commeander Hewlett.

The British people are beginning to
lose whzg-tever fear of the -}ieppelins
they held, perhaps prematurely, but
the exploits of the airmen on the con-
tinent and the scouting, trip 6f the
German flyer over Keat on Christmas,
show there is g sircng poss

\r\ itility that

‘the Taubes may repeat, over London,
the visit with bombs which they - paid
Pars and Warsew. ;

The French and:

The French assert that thel

The fact that the |

| The authorities issued a warning to
pnight of {he danger to peoplein the
ittreets from guns which' may be used
,In London against hostile aircraft,and
advised the people to talke refuge in
‘basements if they should hear the
sound of explosives or gums.

A heavy wind stcem with rain and
mow swept over parts of England
and adjacent waters tonight.
|
i PROGRESS IN ARGONNE.

i Paris, Dec. 28—The following official
statement was issued by the war officz
tonight:

| “During the entire day a violent
stornp has interfered with the opera-
| tions along the greater part of the
front. It is reported, notwithstand-
ing, that we have made some prograss
1 in the Argonne region.”

; HOLD IMPORTANT PASSES.

London, Dec. 29—A Petrograd des-
jpatch to The Timwes says that military
circles point out that all the import-
ant passages of the Carpathimmns are
again in Russian hands and that
,those still held by the enemy afford
' them no advantage.

BATTLE RAGED IN VOSGES.

Basel, Switzerland, Dec. 28, via
Paris—/A battle lasting from Decem-
34 until December 26, occurred along
the whole front of the French and
German armies in the Vosges Moun-
tains. The sound of the cannon firing
was plainly heard in Swi-zcrland.

i F¥rench aeroplanes manoceuvred over
the town of Muelhausen, in Alsace,
returnfng with sufficicnt information,
tt is said, to allow the French artil-
lery to conduct an cflective fire on the
, German positicns.

BERLIN OPTIMISTIC.

| Berlin, Dec. 28, by wireless to Say-
jville, L.I.—Among the items given
out today for publication by the offi-
icial press bureau were the followinygz:
| “Discussions of nmilitary happcnings
around Christmas indicate that the
feeling of conydence has guined sup-
port here. Gemneral Jofire's energetic
offensive, as announced in an army
order of December 17, it is pointed
out, has everywhere been successfully
resisted, and the defeat of the Enzlfsh
at St. Hubert Ileaves the Allies in
worse shape tham when the French
offensive started.
“Chief interest continues centred in
Poland, where - the pcsition ¢f the
Germans and Austrians is regarded
as promising. There i3 a feeling here
that dimportant developments are
proba'ble in Poland within a few days.
?Whii-: the outlook in the Bruza and
{Rawka section is satisfactory,
}be!ievezi the ‘most promisine point
l . (Continued on page four)
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NEARING DISSOLUTION.

(Special to The Mail.)
Petrograd, Dec. 29—The latest offi-
cial despatches from the front indi- i
cate that the Austrian army in Gali- ;
tia is nearing dissolution amd is strug |

it is [gling in disorder through the Carpa- |
ig | thians.
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Fierce Blizzard Sweeps over the North
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SOLDIERS SUFFER FROM COLD

KHEDIVE'S PROPERTY SEIZED

| holding the Germans in the lower Vis-
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Rome, Dec. 23-The Italio-Roumanian league, under which the two countries will wark i

concert i ell matters pertaming {o the Balkens, received an enthusiastic endorsement from the
Roumanian senate yesterday.

| London, Dec. 29--A blizzard, which is raging over the British Channel and the
North Sea, has spread over Flanders and Northern France. All communication with
Amsterdam and Paris is severed. The last word received trom the North of France
was that the soldiers were suffering from bitter cold and snow in the trenches, and
that all operaticns had virtually ceased with the exception of artillery firing at a few

points. In the Argonne and in the Vosges, according to the latest advices received,
the fighting continues with advantage to the French.

London, Dec. 29--All lands and property of Abbas Hilmi, the former Khedive in
Egypt have been seized according to news agency despatch from Cairo, because he

took 125,000 Pounds from the Egyptian treasury fund with him to Constantinople,
to which he fled before the beginning of the war.

Rome, Dec. 23-fssad Pesha, elected head of the Albanian government by . a vote of the
senate after the flight of Frince Wiliem of Weid, amived yesterday at Brindisi, an lalian port

opposite Aviona, on an [talian war vessel. A mumber of transparts are being Ioaded with troops
at Brindisi end Essad Pasha will retum with them.

man siega was threatened, have com'!s about sixty miles, and whose cit

mans are  shattering their army in ‘ federation of Worke

| repeated
wall.

blows against the solid |

CENTRE OF ENTRENCHED CAMP

Paris, Dec. 28—The army of ex-
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The Russians are
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covered in with logs and turf, and
through which loop-holes have beel
left for rifle fire. All of them com
municate with each other, and con
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