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THE BRIDGE SCANDAL 

The pdmission mad: by the minis- 

watchad the 

not a few 

way to market opera- 

tions with amazement and 

of them went home with the firm re- 

solve mever again to poll a Censirva- 

tive vote. 

Ondinarily the picnic soasom in this 
| cond of the expenses of surveys in ad 

locality ends din August but chill No- 

vember's surly blasts had laid fields 

and forests hare before this on: saw 

its finish. The hard pin? and other 

costly material uscd 

with the 

and buought only a fraction of the 

When the 

in connection 

work was sold at auction 

original price. smoke of 

bpttie had clearcd away it was found statement from the Railway 

that the company had erected a gman- 

ite pier for the draw-span, similar to 

the old one except that it has a slop- 

ing fave as a protection against ies. 

ter of public works in the Legislature 

on Tuesday that the substructure of 

the Enaw-span of the Fredericton high 

way bridge cost the enormous sum of 

$64,227.22, startling as it may szem, 

will mot surprise the people of Fred- | 

ericton and vicinity who are familiar 

with the conditions under which the 

In the first 

mien who 

work was perfolmed. 

local contractors, 

satisfactory tridge foun- 

a nixasonabls 

place, 

have built 

dations in the past at 

were entirely ignored amd am | 

arrangement was entered into with 

Th: Foundation Company, Limited, 

an American concern with branches in 
; 

to do tha 

cost, 

Montreal and Vancouver, 

work on a percentage bnsis, thi term
s 

of the agreement being that they 

should have fifteen per cent. over and 

above the actual cost of the work. 

No tenders were invited as the de- 

partment evidently ‘concluded that thq 

job was too heavy and. too import- 

ant to trust ito local. contractors. 

The arrangement under which the pie
r | 

was rebuilt was an eminently sntis- 

factory ome for the company, but a 

and costly one 

To 
very unsatisfactory 

for the peopl: of this proviace. 

put the matter in plain English, there 

never was a bigger outraze perpe
trat 

ad upon the people of New Brunsw
ick 

by any government. It is nothing 

short of aj scandal and hundreds of 

the best Conservatives in this county 

do mot hesitate to say so. 

Tt will be remembered that th 

draw-span of the bridge and the cir- 

cular gramite pier supporting it wera 

carried away by am ice-jam on the 

first day of April last. Had the go7- 

ernment expended a few thousand 

dollars in protacting the pier with 

an ice-breaker, it would have been | 

there yet. Of this there is not the 

slightest doubt. The b, overnment was 

too economical to take the precaution 

and the span was carried away, Caus-
 

ing a big monetary ‘loss’ and hy 

inconvenience to the pubiic. The in- 

competency of the government in deal | 

ing with the situation thus create dd, 

was in evidence from the start. Near- 

ly a month elapsed from the tim: the 

accident occurred until work had been 

sufficiently advanced on a temporary, 

span to allow the public to cross on 

foot. An adejuate ferry service was 

not provided and the people were left | 

to shift for themselves. Some cros- 

sed the river in row-boats, some made 

use of the Intercolonial Railway and 

others ri:nvained at home. It was 

not until thz month of June that rep- 

resentatives of The Foundation Com- | 

pany, Limited, appeared on the 

scene. They erected a mammoth sign ! 

and then proceeded to hire all the 

men who came alonz and who had the ; 

necessary backing of the Tory patron- | 

age dispens rs. The work was sald to 

be urgent and the company decided 

to keep things going the whole twen- 

ty-four hours, (Sunday and weck days, 

JA number of arc lights were ingtalied, 

gteam-boilers and pile-driy- “derricks, 

ers galore were brought into use, and 

it really looked as if the company had’ 

contracted to rebuild the entire 

bridge. An army of workmen were 

employed on both night and day 

shift,and to the casual obscrver their 

hardest work ssemed to Le to kiep 

from falling over one amother, A 

corps of divers spent a ‘lot cf time 

beneath the surface of the water, 

searching for something which they , 

for 

| 

In addition to this they fished out of 

the river and deposited on the shore 

safe-kipeping the battercd remains 

of the old stezl supersiructuns which 

The 

a local contractor, 

had teen carriod away by ice. 

old pier, built bya 

cost $9000 and the new one, 

by a foreign 

227.22, 

much as 

erected 

concern, has cost §64,- 

or more than sevim times as 

the 

this work 

old ome. 

The Foundation 

were paid in commissions, 

For superin- 

tending 

Company 

the tidy sum of $3,633, ol: more than 

the price of the old pier. The 

porary according 

tor’s report, cost the province tha 

sum of $2,240.27, which 

total cost of the work, exclusive of 

the superstructure and th? 

engineers, up to $66,427.49. 

temy- 

span, to the audi- 

brings the 

erstbucture (which is not yet install- 

ed) will probably cost $15,000 amd 

should it reach that figure, we will 

have a grand total of $81,427.09 for 

the job. This is the pric the tax- 

payers must pay for the inefficizney 

and incompetancy of a governmunt 

which went into powtr a few years 

ago, pledzed to put all public works Prother, the Duke of York, a terri- 
up to tender and pledged furthermore 

to exercise the strictest ecomomy 

the administration of the aflairs of 

the province. Is it any wonder  thad 

bundrods of tha best Conservatives in 

York county jn revolt 

against the 

are open 

and its disgraceful methoc¢s of trans- 

acting public busin:ss. Only 

blindest of pariisans pnd men {ecding 

from the public 

county today will attempt to justify 

{the reckless waste of public money on 

the Fredericton bridge job. 
SEAR. TAREE 

Montreal Herald:—There is no 
disguising the dissatisfaction of West- 

ern Canada over the attitudz of the 

present government in regard to 

western demands. The western pa- 
‘pers are seething with discontent 

first at {heir betrayal by the present 

government on the question vf the 

"natural resources of the Prairi: 
vinces amd secondly at the disinclina- 
tion of the government to put wheat 

on the frie list, The Manitobia Free 
: Press «declares that Premier Borden’s 
, recent statement on the first yuestion 

is “a cynical avowel that party 
Tle dges and party profissions of prin- 

‘cipal, were all framed up with intent 

16 dbceive.” The incipient revolt of 

Mr. R. B. Bennett, the Conservative 

member for Calgary, is also ascribed 

to the tact that Mis. Bennett has real- 
ized that a continuation of the gov- 
ernment’s refusal to consider the 

claims of the west rezarding such 

things as free wheat ‘‘is going to 

make it very difficuly to secure any 

Conservative seats in thie west’’ and 

that he se2s little honor or glory “i 

(following sheepishly behind a yo 

wirich Jap not 

Evidontly some of the Tory 

chickens ars coming home to roost. 

represent his opin- 

ions. 

St. John Mimes:—Mr. J. K. Pinder 

has been a valued collpague of Mr. 

Hazen, Mr. Fismming and Mr. Mec- 

Leod and other leading lights of the 

New Brunswick legislature past and 

| pris ent. Mr. Pinder has been an ac- 

tive member and if we mistake not a 

ichairmin of the public accounts com- 

mittee. He has had the full comfi- 

dence of mimbers both of the Hazen | BS 

and’ Flemming governments. But Mr. 

McLeod now calls upon the minister 

of railways to investigate in the pub- 

lic intrest a matter in whichh Mr, 

Finder was personaily concerned, Is 

Mr. Pinder a very pad man? Also 

wel'e epparently unable to find. They is 4 mun known by the company he 

were well paid for their services and | keeps? 

assisted materially in piling up the 

company’s ‘percentage allowance. The) 

men were allowed to drink mothing 

but spring-water and hawing no waier 

wagon, a man was employed day and 

night to carry a supply in pails from 

a sewer-sprinz located noar the Cath- 

edral,over half a mile from the work. 

The spectacular mature of the work 

attracted crowds of people, who miar- 

velled at what they saw and specu- 

lated on the probable cost. It wasa 

new thing in bridge building for thse 

parts ad from the standpoint of the 

public was really educaling in more 

wavs than cme. Farmers on their 

Mr. Pinder should mow be 

heard from. 

— ee 
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(ditional surveys since October 31st, 

1912. 

Q. 3. Were additional soundings 

made upcn the Kennehecasis River ? 

in | 

i form2d a triple 

Flemming government | 

can philanthropist, gave $750,000 for 

thy dwellings for ihe London poor. 

Fe i "1 3inate the 
trough in Y.rs& 

ONSRATLY WARTS REVOVE 

PINDER'S STUVPAGE 
(Continued from page one.) 

Who made themy and at what cost ? 

Answered by question two. 

Q. 4. What was the 20st of the 

soundings and work dncidental in the 

search for a firm foundation at -or 

near the Mistake ? 

Answer. The Government has no 

Com 

as to the cost of the work mjention- 
n the above question. 

Q. 5. What was the emount paid 

or arranged to be paid to Mr. Mon- 

serratt for his services as Engineer 

Answer. No bill for services has 

yet been received from Mr. Monserr- 

att. The terms at which Mr. Mon- 
serratt was engaged was $100.00 per 
day fom time actually engaged at 
the work. Two or three other engin- 
ecrs named conditions and terms 
high or higher than Mr. 
Q. 6. What amount 

as 
Mornserratt, 
was charged 

by the Foundation Co., ILtd., for 
thir work in the same connection ? 
Answg”. The Government has not 

the information as to the cost of the 
work done by the Foundation Co., at 

| the Mistake. 

The oneraitbn 191 

less—just apply 

is simple and pain 

Putnhain’s Wart and 

THE NEW 

1914 Spring Models 
IN 

LADIES’ TAILOR-MADE 

COATS SUITS AND 
Ready for First Choice 

EXCLUSIVE STYLES COME TO US EACH SEASON 

We are showing a bigger and 
more varied assortment of Suits 
and Coats than ever before . . 

GARMENTS TO SUIT TRE WELL DRESSED WOMEN 

JOHN J. WEDDALL & SON 
PICTORIAL PATTERNS 

Corn Extractor. 

has been curing 
For fifty yedrs it ‘goes 

warts and will cure!’ + 
you too. Try Putnam's Extractor, 
25c. at all dealers. 

THIS DATE IN HISTORY 

MARCH 12. 

1664—Charies II granted to his 

tory in America, 
the proprietor, New York. 

1734—First party of Salzburgers 
reached Savannah, Ga., and met with) ) 

cordial reception. he 4 
1854—England, France and Turkey 

alliance against Rus- 

called in honor of | 
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Peabody, the Ameri- f 

1868'—A Fenian pttempted to assas- 

Duke of Edinburgh in New 

South Wales. 

1877—William M. Evarts was ap- 

pointod ekcretary of state. 
1879—Two thousand lives lost in a 

flood which destroyed the town of 

Szegedin, Hungary, 

1913—Canberra was selected as the 
name of the pro-ected capital city of 

Australia. 

PEOPLE SHOULD 1 GUARD 
AGAINST APPENDICITIS 

Fredericton people who have stom- 

“The Most Handy Article 

Imaginable” 
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Househo 
SCALES 

BCALES. =FF=—==" J 

ALSO A FULL {INE OF 

Balance and Platform Scales 

Just the Thing to Check 
Weights, etc. 

If you do any Shipping by Parcel Post you 
should not be without one. 

pr «mer 

ach acd bowel trouble should guard 

against appendicitis hy taking simple 
buckthorn bark, glycerine, etc., as 

compounded in Adler-i-ka, the Ger- 

man remady which became famous by 
curing appendicitis. JUST ONE 

DOSE relieves sour stomach, gas on 

the stomach and constipation IN 

STANTLY becausz this simple mix- 

ture draws off such » surprising 

amount of old foul matter from’ the 
body. George Y. Dibblee. 

WHOLESAL x 

R. CHESTNUT & SONS 
The Hardware People 

Domestic Sanitary and Heating Engineers. 

RETAIL 

SOOTHING SKIN 
SOFTNESS AND SMOOTHNESS 

There are many reasons why you should use every morning a 

soothing lotion to keep your skin smooth, soft and compietely 

soothed. The worst kind of sin irritations are relieved by 

Elder Flower and WitchHazel Cream 
There is no reason why you should mot have a 

this easily and quickly applied toilet preparatio 

25¢. A BOTTLE. 

HUNT & McDONALD 
ERR Have Still a Few Pairs of 

LADIES ripe RUBBERS GRADE 

made with low hee's 
as here shown. 
Regular value 85c. 
Present price 5Cc. 

H.S. CAMPBELL. sHoEMAN 
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Fer All Floors and Interior 
‘Woodwork and Furniture 

KYANIZE YOUR HOME 

You're wise to use wh 

KYANIZE 
SOLE AGENTS 

10 DAY 
FREE OFFER 
iti a A 

Cut Out this Adver- 
tisment and bring it to 
our store and we will 

give you Free a large 

Sample Can of KYA- 

NIZE. 

Just the finish you want 
this spring for your fur- 
nitute and woolwork. 

<= SEE WINDGW DISPLAY 

LAWLOR & CAIN 
Hardware of All Kinds 

OFP POST OFFICE - PHONE 264-11 
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