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DEBATE

Hon. Dr; Pugsley Hands Out Some Plain
Truths to the Government--General Sam

Hughes Saysif He

Goes to the Front He

Will Retain His Portfolio--No Trouble
Getting Recruits—-Pro. Adam Shortt
Criticized by Bob Rogers.

Ottawa, Feb. 25—If Major General
{Hughes goes imto the tremches, ' the
Canadian militia portfolio will' go
with him. This ds his ultimatum to
his critics and "there is considerable
consternation ong the Conserva-
tive group, which yesterday were re-
joicing in the belief that they had
Sam Hughes beaten.

Apparently the minister is not go-
ing to make addicional surrender, or
a capitulation of amy sort, and, al-
though he wants to go to the front he
declines to Huy kis way to the firing
line with his portfolio.

The mews of the lobpies is that
Major General Hughes is himself dic-
tating the terms cf huis departure. The
government, by a bill introduced last
week, rocogmized the right of repre-
sentatives at the front to'recain their
periiamentary standing whileon ac-
tive service. The logislption will
shortly become Jlaw.... While the bill
applies only to members of the House
and the Senmte, the principlo upon
which it is based wappears broad
enough to cover members of the cabi-
net and Gerneral Hughes, according to
report, insists upon this application
in' his case.

Therefdre the  minister of militia

, ‘holds "that if he is granted-his wish to
.go upom active service that he should

be allowed to goas minister of mili-
tin and thet in his absence from the
country the department shonld be ad-
ministered by Sir Rolert Porden him-
self i g

There is a general Delief that th:|
sitnation will be solved either with
this arrangement or through an ex-
change of letters betweem the prime
minister and General Hughes. which
will make it clear that during his
abeence the portfolio of militia will
not be transferred to ® persom hn-
frienc?y to General Hughes and upon
the return of General Hughes to
Canada, if spared by German bullets,
the department will be Testored to
him.

NO TROUBLE GETTING RECRUITS

Ottawa,Feb. 25—Canade -can supply
Lord Kitchener with three more con-
tingents within three weeks, if found
necessary to do so. Such was the as-
surance given to parliament this af-
ternoon by the minister of militia, in
response to an imguiry by Sir Wilfrid
Caurier as to recruiting., The Libpral
leader and Hon. Mr. Graham thought
the paramount duty of the moment
to he the supplementing of a mational
patriotisia by mnational contribution
of men and supplies.

General ‘Hughes was the bearer of
glad tidings, which set the whole
House to cheering. Recruiting, he
said, was most satisfactory. Some
651 men for a cavalry force had heen
secured within six hotrs and Eastern
Ontario alone had, within twenty-
four hours, farnished far more than
her quota. From Edmcnton to Cape
Breton new recruits could pf raised
within twenty-four hours.

“I can supply three tnore contin-
gents within two weels if necessary’’
declared the minister.

Dealing with the ghestions raised
by Hon. Mr. Graham| in connection
with thz abandonment of certain Can
adian wagons and harness, bly the
Camadian troops at Salisbury Plain,
before they went to 'the fromt, the
minister stated that this equipment
had suffered from four months’ hard
usage in wretched weather conditions,
and they had consenvently been sup-
plied with the best in the stores.

Regarding the report that the long
Ross rifles were discarded by the cav-
alry, General Hugpes said that he bhad
sent a cahle to Liord Kitchener on the
22nd inst., asking if it was the inten-
tion to discard the Ross arm,protest-
ing against such -a course and stating
that a mew form of rifle had been pro-
vided. He had ‘I’DL'(:iVE'd the following
cable; ?

‘“Therc is mo such intention.
(Sgd.) “KITCHENER.'”

HUGHES NON-COMMITTAL.

Hon. Charles Marcil asked if the re-

port were true that Genvral iTughes
contemplated resigning and going. in
command of the trocdps to Engiand.

“I hope the honoraltle gentleman

will not load me with all the rumors
that are going,’’ replied the minister,
“I have it im my heart to -go, but
there are other  duties toJbe looked
after.”

‘““Possibly,”’ observed Hon. Dr. Pug-
sley, amid laughter on both sides of
the House.

Hon. Charles Murphy called atten-
tion to the pressgpoting Sir George
Perley as stating that the time had
come for Canada to havea wvoice in
qjiestions of peace and war.’’

Mr. Murphy asked if this talk was
made on authority of the government

Hon. Robert Rogers, who was lead-
ing the House in the absence of the
premier, said the} government had
talen mo notice of the report referred
to. The statement of the premier
some days ago, said Mr. Rogers, still
stood. In the premier’s sbatement
referred to, Sir Robert Borden told
the House that he had never gone any
further than Sir Wilfrid Ligurier’'s re-
ported utterance:

“If you want our aid, call us to
your coumcil.”’

In the final stages of the bill to pro-
vide for members of parliament who
go to the front, Hon. Mr. Graham
directed attemtion to its provisions.
All were, he said, professedly anxious

(Continued ou page 3)

ND INESTIGATION AND
CHARGES AGAIST MARSHALL

‘*[Chere is no investigation and there

is mo charge and there is not likely to
be any,” was the reply of Chairmar:
Wm. McKay of the Polica Commission
this morning when asked concerning
action threatened -against Policeman
Charles Marshall by James Craige,
whom he arrested Wednesday mnight
on a capias issued by Police Mabis-
trate Limerick.
The police magistrate s-ated this
afternpon that mo information for as-
sault or amy other offense had been
laid against the policeman.

McLellan &  Hughes, acting for
Craige, have been instructed to have
a writ issued against Marshall for
damages resulting from assault.They
have written a letter to the policeman
concerning the matter hut have re-
ceived no reply. ~

IN ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The young son ¢f Walter Bailey hav
ing developed a ocase of diphtheria,was
placed in the Isolation Hospital Wed-
nesday night on the order of Health
Officer McKay.
parted serious.

His condition is re-

LATE FORMAN FRANCIS.

Forman Francis, a well knowa col-
ored resident of this city, passed
away yesterday in the Municipal
Home. Death was due to dropsy.
One  brother, Charles Francis, of
Stoneham, Mass., and one sister,Mrs.
William O’Ree ot the same place, sur-
vive, The funeral took place at ten
o’clock this morning, Rev.Mr. Green-
wood conducting the sorvice. Inter-
ment) was made at the Rural cemtery

HEAVY SENTENCES,

Mary Sacobie, an Indian woman,
charged with being «drunk on the St.
Mary’s Indian Reserve, was sentenced
to three months in gaol by Police
lMagn‘sua'te Limerick. The woman
claims to belonz to the State of
, Maine and if she proves that such is
|the case she will be deported. Martin
| Paul, an Indian, charged with giving
{lituor to Mary Sacobie, and James
iGa»lla;;:vher, white, charged with the
same offense, were sentenced to thirty
days in gaol or fines of twenty-five
dollars each.

POLICE COMMISSION

A gcseion of the Police Commis-

sion was to be be hold yesterday,
but Judee Wilson was unable to at-
tend the meeting. Chairman McKavy
stated this morning that no * busi-

ness was
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WATING FOR THE B LGRS

 London, Feb: 26—l Transatlautic liners have been
ordered to remain in port until further nofice.  This -
tion 15 due, it is said, to the naval authortties having infor-
mation that a fleet of German submarines is lying in wait
1 the North Sea for big liners.

GERMANS SEIZE HATS OF WOMES.

Berlin, Eeb. 26.--A special despatch from Brus-
sels says: “The latest craze in millinery, Belgian
soldies’ caps, attained such great popularity that the
German authorities have had to confiscate them
from huadreds of women and to forbid their fur-
ther use for time being. The soldiers wives and
sweethearts had adopted the hats of cavalrymen and
carabineers wdich they tilted at a rakish angle, caus|
ing patriotic outbursts at every turn. The milliners
were the only ones to grieve at the confiscation.

TURKS CLAIM A VICTORY.

08ss f1as been ach

LERVAN BLOCKADE R

J. W Robion and Sons received the following over  their private wire today from New
York—We believe that the strength of the market is due to the growing belief that German

.SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.) P
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| FREQUENT ARTILLERY DUELS
London, Feb. 26---Rainy weather is interfering with the operations in Northern
France according to General French’s report to the war office. Artillery duels

WRECKAGE COMING ASHORE
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Lond_o_r;,- Feb. 26---Despatch from Cardiff, Wales, says Wre\ckage'i.sﬁb;éivﬁé wash;

ubmarine has been destroyed on coast of

TORPEDO BOAT SUNK
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MANY FORTS REDUCED

London, Feb. 26---All the forts at the entrance
of the Dardanelles have been reduced by the Allied
fleets. This announcement was made officially to-
night. The announcement of the Secretary of the
Secretary of the Admiralty follows;

“The weather moderating, the bombardment of
the outer forts of the Dardanelles was renewed at
eight o’clock this morning. After a period of long
range firing the squadron of battleships attacked at
close range. All the forts at the entrance to the
Straits were successfully reduced and the oper-
ations are continuing”

THE WAR MUST GO ON

London, Feb. 25---Premier Asquith took oc-
casion, in the House of Commons this afternoon, in
replying to a question, to endorse the opinion ex-
pressed by First Lord of the Admiralty Churchill in
a newspaper interview, that Great Britain would con-
tinue to fight to the end, even should France and
Russia withdraw from the war.

‘BRITISH TRANSPORT REPORED SUNK.

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THR MAIL.)

|

Constantinople, February 26.--The Turks claim|

to have defeated the Russians in the Caucusus north|

(Special to The Mail, the receipt of despatch by Lloyds
TRANSPORT REPORTED SUNK [from KEast Bourne, England, stating
Berlin, Feb. 2€—Acccerding to Ger- chat a British ftransport careyving

man official news agncy th2 Italian ! 1800 mwen wuns sunk by the German
Newspaper Corrieredelta Sore reports|submarine with all on board.

ot Artwin. They say the Russians retreated.
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