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RUSSIA SENDING REINFORCEMENTS TO

THE CARPATHIANS; VIOLENT FIGHTING
IS REPORTED IN THE YSER DISTRICT
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o
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Commissioner Chandler Investigates “Irreg-

ular” Payment of

Berry by the Dalhousie Lumber Com-
pany---Money Did Not Reach the Pro-
vincial Treasury---Mr. Berry Testified
Acted Under Orders From

That He
J. K. Flemming.

$2900 to Mr. W. H.

Ex-Supt.
Berry of
Mr. B

of Scalers Willard® H.

timber limits bonus fame;
kley of the Miramichi, the
msn Who held the ‘“bag’’ and J. K.
Flemming, once premier of New Bruns-
wick, were the chief characters in
that farce rnown as the ‘“Switching of
the Dalhousie stumpage payment,”’
as disclosed in the evidence given
before Roval Commissicner ‘Chandler
Tuesday afternoon.

It was the day after the Legis-

lature opened that Liberal Organizer
E. S. Carter asked Mr. Chandler to
investizate the payment of $2.903.32
by the Dalhousie Lumber Company
as part of thelr stumpage account
under the drection of Superintendent
of Scalers W. H. Berry, which sum of
$2,903.32 did not appear in the pub-
accounts ci this province.
* That transacition took place im 1912
—that e€lection year mow sSo men+or-
able for so many other paymeénts
from contractcrs and others—and ac-
cording to the evidence of Erankley,
the manager of the Miramichi Lum-
ber Company, he and J. K. Flem-
ming and W. H. Berry met in Fred-
ericton scm2 time between Juyne and
August, he could mnot fix the date,
and arranged and agresd that en
old claim of the Miramichi Lumuber
Company, whick Hon. Mr. Grimmer,
when he was surveyvor-general would
not agree to, be settled by paying
$5,0000 to Mr. Brankley for the com-
pany.

It was g settlement made by the
man Wwho was then not only premier
but minister of lands and mines,
James K. Flemming, and his chief
sealer, W. H. Berry and Mr. Brankley,
the represzntative in New Brunswick
of tbat comncern, the International
Paper Company of New York.

But it was not to be a settlement

_ above board. The deputy! minister of

lands and mines, that man of integ-
rity, Col. Loggie swore he wasnot a
party to the arrangement, that Mr.
Berry made all the arrangements;
that, in fact, he was ignorant of the
$2,903 payment, and that the check
or the money mnever reached the de-
partment,

CHARGE PROVEN

The tcstxmc,ny proved Mr. Carter’s
contention to the hilt.

Berry swore that he was direoted to
do as he did by Flemming the
rinister. Fe had no written instruc-
tions; they were only! verbal.

It was proved that the amount
was handed Brankley, that he gave
his personal receipt for the amount,
that the check was not made pay-
able to the Miramichi Lumber Com-
pany but to Mr. Brankley person-
ally. He trought no account books to
the court, simply voutchers, most of
them typewritten. He told the old
stcry, “‘the books of the company
were in New Ycrk.”

It transpired that in addition to
the $2,903.32 payment, there was a

refund of $2,096.68 made to the Mir-*

amichi Comwpany through the depart-
ment. Colonel Loggie says this was
meade in 1912 by crediting the amount
as having been overpaid in 1910-11.
These refunds were common, and had
been made frequently by Surveyors-
General Flemming, Tweedie, Dunn
and Sweeney, but he did not believe
in the practice.

Hon., Mr. Baxter, who said he was
present on behalf of the government
to see that the facts were hrought
out,- was as full of obhjections as
ustal and protested against any-

ercss-cXamination of the witnesses i
E. 8. Carter or Mr. Veniot.

/ stroeted that a

The commissioner agreed with
Baxter, and while giving some
tude,
the

|

’ When the inguiry opened at 2.30,
W. H. Berry, was the first 'witnéss,
and told his story glibly, with the
| assistance of typewritten manuscript
When asked to explain the check for
$2,903.32 given by the Dalhousie Lum
ber 'Company, he sajd it ‘was made
payable to Mr. Brankley to reim-
burge the Miramichi Lumber Company
for a rebate allowed them by tae
departnrent. The rebate. totalled
$5,000 made up by $2,696.64 and
$2,963.32, the former g previous al-
lowance.

76 Mr. Oarter—The previous allow-
ance was Sept. T, 1912,

Mr. Carter — Mr. Commissioner,
that would not be a previous allow-
anoce.:

Attorney-gencral—The department’s
books  show the date to be August 7.

Mr. Berry—In the season of 1910
and 1911 the Miramicki Company vio-
lated the regulations by cutting
tmdersized lumber. The logs had been |
hauled to the siream Ttefora the mat- |
ter was called to. my atte ntmn
penalized = the company - to
amount of $10,184. That was a
double stumpage
ance with departmental regulanons
July 1 Mr. Rundle paid .$10,0(0 un-
der protest. He aiterward took \1p
the matter, claiming it was an ol
charge. M. Rundle was sCaling un-
der the ‘‘card system.’” I asked that
the cards be produced and a friendly
settlement could be reached. Mr. Run
dle refused and <in fact  would not
meet us half way. H. A. Powell at
that time took up the matter.
met hint at Doaktown to go over
the bboks, but he could not get the
books. The reports of my scalers '
and the company’s scalers apsolutely,
agreed in the matter of undersized
logs. Mr. Freeze, the company’s scal-
er, however, claimed a proper al-
lowance for ghowth, also that a
stump twelve inches through would

W. H. BERRY

the

|make a merchantable log. On this

the department allowed $2,095 to the
company. The scaling of logs in the
jams was carried and an agreement
reached in regard to undersized logs,
but the mumber did not come up to
my estimate. Mr. TFreeze claimed

that the logs at the bottom of the| g3

jams would be lerger than trose on
top. I agreed with him, and the
department allowed the balance of
$5,000 Tebate. Mr. Flemming was the
surveyor-general. I, discovesid thatl
we had failed to ckarge the Dalhou-
sie Lumber Company : $3,537.96  for
pulp scale. They had paid their re-
gular stumpage and we ordered new
bills issued. I corrmented wpon the
fact that the Dalhousie Lumier Comy
pany owed the department about
that amount.. There Was a discrepapCy
between the amounts $3,537.96 owed
by the Dalhousie Lumber Company
and '$2,903.32 due the Miramichi
Lumber ®Company as a rebate which
is explained in a letter now in the
possession of Col. Loggie, the de-
puty surveyor-general.

The letter was produced. It was
dated July 13, 1912. In it the com-
pany ob]ecte-d to a charge on pine
as pulpwood. «

‘Mr. Berry—*“I did allow for a chargs
on pine as pulpwocd amotnting to
$634.64, which makes up the discrep-
ancy, In way of eettlement I in-
crofs cacck Le is-
| (Oontinued on page four)

Mr
lati-
his decision materially afiected
scope and breadth of the intiry

charge in accord- |
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GERYAN  IERCHANT  SHP SUN

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.)

Lopentagen, Aprl 11t wes announced todey that the  German merchant shm (}amlme
Pemsoth was sunk m the Baltic by a mine or Russian submarme.

Petrograd, April /—The Russian admiralty in review of operations since December 12 an-
nounce six Turkish warships and ons big transport sunk and two cruisers badly damaged |
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‘Ithe Black Sea operations.

- Pans, Aprl J--An ofticial statement reports successes m vecinity of Etam on the Yser and
 Eparges.

London, April /-A. ). Rorke, the central news correspondsnt, has resigned fis position and
enlisted m English Royal Fusiliers. '

LATEST FROM THE CARPATHIANS

(8PECIAL CABLE OL ®T14VO TVIOEJS' ! T T T S P D

London, April 7 --Attention is concentrated on the Carpathian Passes where
heavy reinforcements are being brought up by the Russians to push the attack.
ommanders assert that the German forces are making strenuous efforts to strength-
|en their forces. Petrograd reports that the Austrians have retired seven miles in
the Ushok Pass region and Vienna claims they have taken several Russian positions
near Lupkow Pass together with seven thcusand prisoners.

THE EITEL IN PORT

Newport News, Va., April 7---The German cruiser Prince Eitel Fiederics is still
in port here and it is believed will intern ‘as her time limit expires today. Several
British warships are said to be lying in wait for her outside the harbor.

FRENCH ON THE OFFENSIVE CAPT. FRED M. MERSERIAU \ pERSONAL

London, April 7---Although the French are con-
ducting a sustained and somewhat formidable offen-|  PROIMOTED IN 12th BATIN. ’L 1. L. Dray o Boston, is st he Bar-
Letters from Shornclifie from mem- c1t_\'.

sive between the Meuse and the Moselle in an effort J. C. Berrie of Woodstock, is in the

to dISIOd.ge the Ge,rrn,ans frOm St Mlhlel’ the SOUiher- bers of the 12th Battalion state' J. W. Riehardson and John McGib-

most pomt of thell’ llne, the demeanor Of the allied that Capt. Fred H. Mersereau of bon of St. Stephen, are at the Barker
Doaktown has® been appointed major llouae

armies @s a whole indicates a dlSpOSlthIl to await in that battalion to succeed Major! J. T. Power of St. John, is in the

~ a d
the outcome of Russia’s gigantic plan to force the'D & Gutie mo e oo | ames ©. Sugruo of St. Joim, ar
Carpathian barrier.

lion now in France. Major Merser- rlved in the c1ty last night.
eau is a brother-in-law of Lt.-Col. Dr. Townsend of River Glade, is gt
H. F. McLeod, officer commanding th Queen.

Germany is thought to be pouring troops into tie 1th Battaion end previews ol s H. A zoml S g
oining the nadaian uXpeditiona uest af he Queen
Hungary even to the extent of weakening her forces rorc. g

|Force was @ captain in the 73rd D, J. Buckley of Newcastle, arrived

in Flanders and tonight's Austrian official comm u111~1\‘_”.t3‘,‘1,’.i‘““““‘,‘“-“ . b A g i
cation notes the presence, and recounts the success|’<t» ™

rean frother guest at the Queen.
LS Do B g

in the'fote-, 'J. W. Miller of Noweastle,
0:Cerman and Austrian troopsin Laborzca Valley. '

is in the




