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RY MIDDLEMEN 
WADE BIG PROFITS 

Great Patriots Who Bled the Country on 

War Conracts---In One Instance a Profit 

of 1200 Per Cent; Was Gathered in-- 

Sister of the Deputy Speaker Supplied 

Drugs to the Troops at Valcartier--- 

 Auditcr General Powerless to Stop Fight 
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© Ottawa. April 9—The connection pe~, ‘You had practically no list prior 
“tween the patronage list, under the to 1511?'’ asked Mr. Kyte. 

present government, and the prices “Well, practically none,” 

paid for $23,000 worth of drugs Mr. Brown. 
supplied to the camp at Valcartier 
hv Mde. Plamondon, "a sister of Al | 

bert Sevigny, M.P., deputy speaker 

of ths house of commons, was Work | Then Henry Watters, an. Ottawa 

ed out in the public accoonts com- druggist took thi stand to tell 

mittee for the benefit of the taX- the committee something about the 

_ payers who have to pay for the en- prices which Mme. Plamondon, who 

hanced prices dut’ of the ‘War keeps a small drug store in Quebec, 

axes.” : ‘and who ‘has the pa‘ronage for 

~ The evidence showed that the proc Camp charged for the $23,000 worth 

fits which Mme. Plamondon made drug supplies = for the Valcartier 

varied cn the items examined by Camp, charged for the $23,000 worth 

‘the hundrsd per cent. to Do less of supplies she sold to the depart- 

than two hundred per cent. Not ment last autumn. Original invoices 

 onlv were retail prices charged in were not available fcr the committee 

most Cases, although the order was and Mr. Watters decléTed at the 

for so lass an amount, but prices outset that the documents in the case 

considerasly higder than the usual for the committee showed no evidence 

retail prifes were collected from the of having been checked over. He 

government. The bills were all paid noted that there had been a varia- 

by the militia department, and in tion in the prices charged for certain 

y standard articles which: were supposed 

to have been bought at fixed prices. 

For instance, blue ointment had been 

bought at $1.20 per pound and at [3] 

cents per pound. “Sixty-five oents: 

per pound,” said Mr. Watters, “$wo
unld 

be a reasonable price, but $1.20 per 

gound would be very nigh.” 

An invoice showed that Mme. Pla-| 

mondon had charged $15 per thou- 

sand for asperin tablets. As a Te 

tail price, witness: though this was 

too high even atter allowing for in- 

A ¢ 
creased war [Tices. 

The guditor-geperal who has been, yp, gp,ther instance, asperin tablets 

taking motes all through the sittings ; 3 peen charged at $17.35. Mr. Wat 

Ce nofithe tommittee, took the stand 
OT i o ¢houont that the department 

[Ee suingtes, ab the eg oug# to have got them for nine 

‘the exorbitant prices paid for mill- glare per thousand. 
‘tary drugs. The commietee wanted supplied them at less Aebucint 

to know from him Bow it was that ,p.¢ jn September” said the Wit- 
the accounts ‘could be audited When [oo 

‘much gliwing STP de 
= Sixty pounds of oil of wintergreen 

ge: 2% bad been purchased at prices varfiing 

© Mr, Frazer explained that all WaT go g3 90 0 $5.50 per pound, the 

expenditures in the militia depart oo.) j;00ice being $297.50. Mr. Wat- 
‘ment already were paid before the , oo thought that. the price charged 

accounts came tO him for auditing. Roh ers bash A. we dowest, 

|, “What's the use of locking - the gg 50" 5nd thet there had been 
door after the money has 

stolen?” asked Mr. Nickle. 
“All I can do is to bring 

light 2s well as I can,” 

" Fraser. “That's whatI = 
rae 

replied 

EXORBITANT CHARGES 

y 
this conpection it is significant to 
note that ° Mr. Sevigny himself 
~ wrote to the paymaster of the mi- 

litia department, J. W. Borden on 
Aug. 30, asking him if he would 

“plessz tes good. empush ' to pay 
this account as’ soon as possible.” 

Paymester Borden sent instructions 
to the proper officerito ‘‘pleas2 

hasten ths preparation of this ac 

for pavment. count 

| AUDITOR-GENERAL HELPLESS 

an 

Re overcharge on this purchase of at 

o least $105.50. \ 

ace. “The ;goods Were bought from offi- 

m cials appointed by the govern- 

ment,” retorted Ds. Reid. (“Every 

one of them appointed under the ong.” : 
The auditor-general noted that it poo 0 co mont. 

had always been the custom in the 

counts before they were sent to the corted Mr. Kyte. 

_auditor-gencral’s office for auditing. “Cir Lt o
ut the politics,” 

That wes the case withmostof ‘the = ore . 0 Morphy. 

~ departments and had been the, rule ® 2 

for yeers. If the government would 
increase his stafi large enough it 

i A rts ood ad
h | Continuing at the afternoon’s ses 

counts ] : 

200 PER CENT PROFIT 

dit act as passed by parliaments. 
Mr. Smythe of Algoma, pointed nngon Mr. Watters instanced 

pe 

hown 

salaries of the 

Fraser wanted. : 

THE PATRONAGE LIST 

How the patronage laist is made wag 
was told ‘to the committee bY H. pa anle to buy 

Brown, director of contracts 

id that all purchasers for the 

ao gt were made after reference charged by Mme. Plamondon 

ie patronage list, which Was gg50, According to wholesale pric 

said this list had mot. Peed 5 profit of about one hundred 
stenetve. All the names that gent, 3 

0 ~ then had been re 

wilh attacl 

«But they ‘worked from patronage 

~ militia department to pay he" 29, lists prepared by your minister’’ re- 

sug- 

: : gion, the analysis of profits rang- 

He was merely carrying out the 8U- up Tron one pdm 0 per cent upon 
darfous items supplied . by ‘Mme. Pla- 

the 

out that the losses which had Deen cage of zinc ointment. One of the 

she to the government in the con: jnyoices charged $1.50 per pound and 

tracts investigated by the committee ,noiher 45 cents per pound. Twenty 

zo towards the payment of nds were supplied at $1.50 which, 

‘men which MT. aeeoraing to Mr. Watters, would rea- 

y lize a profit of abou two hundred 

The mext item was fluid extract of 

gentian, for which $2.75 per pound 

charged. A druggist ought to 
it at $1.31. That 

( L of meant a profit of about cme hun- 

e militia department. Mr. Brown dred per cent to Mme. Plamondon. 
: de | For tincture of ginger the price 

was 

*|trians have retreated eighteen miles along the Carpathian front 

sive is on the southern slopes of the range. 

ing Russian victory. 

‘local headquarters. Prior t0 it would cost her §3.27. That 'meant 
per 

Sf On cathart ¢ pills for which Mime. 
ere. yore. oW 8,000 J.mspien charred $3.50 per thousand 
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Rome, Apr 
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dous effort fo ga 
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ATTACKING THE DARDANELLES 
oneed his moming fat the Aled fet is again atacking 

the Turkish forts at the Dardanelles on the Furopean side end a land force is aiming to attack 

bi! 
r 

A TERRIFIC BOMBARDMENT; THE ALLIED 

| 10-1t 1s announced that Prince Von Buelow has with- 
leutraiy negotiations with Italy. The Situation 1s 

¢ Austrians are rushing troops from the 
frontier. 

cial sta 

| 

FLEETS SHELLING THE TURKISH FORTS 

oment says the Germans continue 
1 a foothold on the Yser but have been 

=
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nt is temic and was combined 
asoute on Thursday mght. 
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Adrianple he only fortified plece in European Turkey. 

Joffre. 

(Continued on page four) 

Paris, Apnl 10--Wes repo 
east of Eparges with a {earful loss of fe on both sides. The Fren 

vantage gained and the Germans are launching offensives in the Champagne district and near 
the seacoast fo offset the pressure. A general battle along the enfire front expected to fake 

olaca on Monday. 

TERRIFIC FIGHTIN 
hd Lod dha 

[Eh dt 

seized some time ago, with her 

| Paris, April 10 The Fr 

WILL BUY THE CARGO 
(SPECIAL CABLE ro THE MAIL.) 

London, April 10---It is announced that the Government of Great Britain 

decided to purchase the cargo of the American steamer Wilhelmina, which was 

al 

REPORTED 

ult 

iA] 
HOT on the Combrez Heights 

hare pressing the al- 
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has 

cargo of foodstuffs intended for German consumption 

(SPECIAL CABLE TO THE MAIL.) Bs 

ench army operating at Eparges at Miheu! front is the 

largest yet concentrated at any given point and is under the personal direction of 

Further successes confidently expected. 

JOFFRE'S BIG ARMY 
LTTE 

FRENCH BARK TORPEDOED 

London, April 10--1t is officially announced that the French Barque Chateau: 

birand has been torpedoed and sunk by the Germans. 

safe in France. 

The crew has been landed 

RUSSIANS MAKING PROGRESS 

"Petrograd, April 1C---General Sukhomlinoff the war minister says that the Aus- 
The Russian offen- 

The outloak is very hopeful for ajsweep-


