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HUNS TH 
TACK 

ONIKI: GP. 

GERMAN ACTIVITY 
ON BOTH FRONTS 

Despatches From Petrograd State That 
Huns Are Trying to Reach the Line of 
the Dvina River---Big Movement of Men 
and Guns to the Western Front---Mili- 

UGHT TO BE 

®
 

AUSTRIAN 
REPLY T0 THE 

U. 3. NOTE 
washington, Dec. 

ply to Secretary Lansing’s note 

the Ancona, received during the night 

was laid ‘today befare President Wil- 

the cabinet and discussed 

more than an hour. The gravity of 

the situation caused by Austria's re 

the American 

17—Austrials re- | 

on 

son and 

joinder to demands, 

tary Operations at a Standstill in the 7 = Sri J, 00 
Balkans. 

unchanged. 

The next step will not be decided 

upon until some minor points not 

|clear in the official text are check- 
there hag ed up. The apparent discrepabcies 

usual are not important, and may be due 

a. to transmission or translation from 

London, Dec. 17—While the diplo- rebuilt. Thus far, however, 

mats in Greece and Roumania are been little mcre than the 
engaged in: new deals Which will de- ' mining, and bomb Ns Operations al 
cide the next step kn the Balkan | : $ FE the state department code, but they 

operations, there is increasing evi- aerial fighting in the west. sill be cleared up before another 
dence that the Germans, ever re-| In the Balkan military operations, move is made. 

stive, @re preparing new strokes on 2Te temporarily at a standstill, eX- | Secretary Lansing said, after the 

both the eastern and western fronts, cept in Montenegro and Albania, cabinet meeting, that he aid not 
or at least a concentraticn of their [Where the Austrians and Bulgarians kpow when the official text of the 

forces to strike when conditions are are Carrying on mMountglin warfare ‘pote would be g ven out for pub- 
Nicholas’ 

2 
i 

| against King 

the Serbians. 
troops and fication, and that it certainly would 

not be made public until he ‘had 

an ovportunity to ‘study it carefully 
and at length. 

Diplomatic relations. although in 
danger of being broken off, are not 

likely to be discontinued,. at least 

before there has heen another ex- 
change of notes with Vienna, and 

cision had been reached in the fighl- of, the crisis may be said not to 
ing. It is said, however, that the ‘be in ts - final stage. Another note, 

‘Bulgarians, who crossed the TiVeT, 'qttine out why the United States 
found the Serbians had re-formed, .o;not accept Austria's reply, will 
and were driven back with heavy jo forward pefore the situation 
losses. takes on a more settled aspect. 

It is pcssible that *the Serbian Meanwhile there are some opportu- 
counter-attacks were made POSSible ities and even hints of informal 
by supplies hailng reached them bY pocotiations which might smoothlover 
the Italians,.who landed op the Al- the troubled situation. 

banian coast, and Who are tIyVils mye frequent calls of Baron Zwei- 
to open communication With the gin.p the Austrian charge, at the 
Serbs through that country. The gtate gepartment give some color to 
Italians, it is understood, already jiscussion along that kind and those 

have landed 87,000 men. who expect that at the end the difl- 

erences will be adjusted, count on‘the 
| influnce of Berlin to counsel Vienna 
ito avoid a break. 

So far as was apparent today the 
| Wilson’s plans for going on his 
i honeymogn journey after his wedding 

tomorrow night. 

~ propktious. 
Despatches from Petrograd note 

German activity, - particularly in che 
~ Dyvinsk district, which would accord 

with the German ambition to reach 
the line of the Dvina river, while 

accounts from meutral countries 

mention a continved movement of 

men and guns in the west. In tle 

‘latter theatre of operations it seems 

_onlv a iquestion at what points tue 
g Loft nsive [s to be taken. 

] uny persons believe that the Ger- 

‘mans, having found the: lines: in 

Flanders and Artois nuts foo + Hard 

i to crack, contemplate moving in “the 

‘St. Mihiel region, where their line 

~ pemetrates to the river Meuse, .nd 

there has been comsideratls activity 

during the last few days. The only 

thing arzued against this is that the 
river has been at flood, and the 

French have been systematically de- 

stroying the bridges as they were 

ILTARY AT HOME AT QUEEN 
HOTEL WAS GREAT SUCCESS 

Pleasant Social Functio.a By Officers of the 104th--- 

Some of the Costumes Worn and List 

of Acceptances. 

BULGARIANS REPULSED. 

A big battle is in progress in the 
valley of the Albanian, or Black 

Drin 1kver, between the Serbs and 

Bulgarians. At last reports no de- 

| 

MOTION FIZZLES OUT 

British interferences with neutral 
Washington, Dec. 17—Action pn re- 

solutions proposing investigation of 

shipping and attacks ony ships carry- 
ing American citizens, was dndefinite- 

ly deferred today by the senate for- 
eign relations committee. 

NO ELECTION 
IN BRITISH COLL 

. 

i The ‘At Home’, at the AES Hotel ladies were: 

last evening. by, Major C. D. Pincompe| The Countess of Ashburnham’, flesh 

and officers of C Company of the 104th | colored ninon with diamond necklace 

Regiment was a decided success in Hon Loggie, So suf, whips face Victoria, B.C., . Dec. 16—The pass- 
every way. It was the first function With pearl ornaments. ; : Sarre x 
R santo Me SA military auspices in Mrs. ° Csborne, black and whites cls 18 ley y 2 ral a Poin 
xg! : a Wels docked Th si He Sir Richasd Mcg3ride 

‘war time, and was na 2 : 3 pEE ,.. is tne sole topic of discussion ~ in 
forward to with interest in sccial Mrs.: O. 8. Crocket, white satin Te nineoy 

circles. X 5 with mink trimmings. It is «declared that Sir Richard 
The guests, who numbered about Mrs. Mhchum, white . aceordian wil) not go to London until after 

one hundred and twenty-five, were re- Pleated crepe de chene, trimmed With the New Year. His activities there 
ceived by the officers’ and chaperones TOse. {will probably not be confined alto- 

in the spacious dining hall, which| Mrs. C..P. Holden, White satin With sether to the duties of the Agent 
also did duty as a ball room. The fox fur | Generalship. People of all shades of 

chaperones were the Countess of Ash-} Mrs. Jas. Taylor, black velvet. politics think he will make a very 

‘burnham, Mrs. O. S. Crocket; Mrs. T.{ Mrs.” Harold McMurray, pink satin. capable representative in London for 

Li Loggie, Mrs. Machuny, Mrs. Pin- Miss Jean VanBuskirk, blue taffeta British Columbia. 

combe and Mrs. W. J. Osborne. and tulle. | That the general feeling in  Con- 

; Dancing began shortly after nine Miss Marion Crocket, yellow tafieta sarvative circles today is one of great 

o ‘clock and was kept up until after trimmed with mink. atisfaction was the declaration of 

two aac. Besides the regular pro-| Miss D. Thompson, yellow . satin | €veral party leaders outside of the 

gram there ‘were three supper extras. with white lace. 'W |Cabinet. It has long been known 

Mrs. Cunningham, white satin and ‘that Sir Richard McBride had no in- 
AVE 1g supper was served during | tenti x 2 fon ~The STO dancin a Ho jrocs of running in another elec 

PE $8 , 5 ? i d 
shed by McKnight's Orches Boss vs Taylor, hss hs her Ai Conservative opinion declares that 

with the addition to the Cabinet of 

three of the best known business 
2 men of the province, a vigorous 
and as usual,they | Miss Hawkins, ross crepede chene jg iness paministration may be ex- 

,and lace. pected. It is declared there are no 
Miss si Brown, American Beauty potter business men in the - west 

Sek Cc “HL: Tisdall, A. Of Flamer: 
elt and Totne Sapeanth 

fies i 

2 and lace. “Why 

afleta with | | vorezd?”’ 
want to 

“Because r'm married, "—Philad: 1- 
hia Publ: io fesdeer, 

in-; Miss Louise Site pink tulle 

rion and Miss and tafeta. 

do Yeu get d¢i- 

ANGLO-FRENCH 
PREPARING TO AT- 

FORCES AT SAL- 
itKS AND BULGARS MAY CLASH 

yl 

Jec. 16—1he unprecedented military sit 
ation folay m Cregce fos developed a new crisis 
[lig allied troops which according to estimates o 
he British newspapers number 200000, are fortify 
0 fueselves about Solontki, digging trenches ar 

lacing guns. It is reperted that the Germans @ 
paring fo advance mio Greek temtory and atta 
hom, Whether the Bulganans also will cross ihe 
order 1s a ital question to the Gregks. [tis believed 
he Bulgatian advance would rekindls the old enmity and might dia 
tie Greek people into the conilct, 

WILL es THE ALLIES 
locdon, Dec. 18--Aecorting fo the Athens correspondent of fh 

the German Ministers at Ahens tell wd ws : : {ha 
mans would ha compelled fo attack to 
Solonk, 

London 
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AN IMPORTANT FACTOR 
London, Dec. 18--Landing of the Ifalion forces] in Abadia likely to 

prove an important factory as the Albanians may ba able fo attach 
themselvas to reqamaer of the Serbian army for concerted action. 

AGREE ON NEUTRAL ZONE 
A neutral zone extending two kilometers on each side of 

the frontier has been agreed upon between Greece and Bulgaria 
according to an efficial announcement here today. The an- 
nouncement says: “Bulgarian armies, by the capture of Mon- 
astir and Resna, having approached the Greek frontiers, the 
the Bulgarian government, wishing to avoid any pcssibility of 
accidents between advanced posts and Greek frontier guards, 
proposed to the Greek government that a neutral zone be form- 
ed by the retreat of the troops on each side of two kilometres 
from the frontier: 

dim 

ACTIVITY NEAR YPRES. 
London, Dec. 18-The British war office issued the following officia 

statement tonight: “Last night the enemy made a small bombing attack 
against our line, about the]quarries north of Loos. This attack was easily re- 
pulsed. Artillery activity has continued throughout today especially north 

of Ypres” & : 

London, Dec. 18---The German patrol boat Bunz ‘has been wrecked on? 
the Island ‘of angeland, in the Baltic Sea, according to a despatch to (he: 
Exchange Telegraph Company from Gopenhogey The-bodies of several Ger- 
man officers Werelfound on tke shore 


