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AUSTRIAN
REPLY T0 THE

GERMAN ACT "V
ON BOTH FRONTS ¢ o wirr

Despatches From Petrograd State That s to secretors nensing's wote on

the Ancona, received duringithe night

Huns Are Trying to Reach the Line ofjwes i syl fkie oo m;—

. . ° son and e cabinet an: 1scusse
the Dvina River---Big Movement of Men .o tan an nour. mhe graview o
and Guns to the Western Front---Mili- ;:;;;w:zmzh?‘i;:;.?;'a;“zz;;z:d:
tary Operations at a Standstill in thei> * == = o
Balkans.

unchanged.

The next step will not be deocided
upon until some minor points not
clear in the official text are check-

Liondon, Dec. 17—While the diplo- rebuilt. Thus far, however, there has ed up. The apparent discrepabcies
mats §n Greece and Roumania are been little  mcre than the  usual are not important, and may be <due
engaged in: new deals Which will de- ' "to transmission or trapslation from
cide the next step fn the Balkan the state department code, but they
opeTations, there is increasing evi- A rw‘in be cleared up before another
dence that the Germans, ever re-| In the Balkan military operations, move is made.

stive, @&re Drepaling new strokes Onlare temporarily at a standstill, (?x- Secretary_ Lansing said, after the

both the eastern and western fronts, cept in Montenegro and Albania, cabinet meeting, that he aid not

or at least a concentraticn of cheir |Where the Austrians and Bulgarians kpow when the official text of the
forces to strike when conditions are are carrying -on mMountglin warfare pote would be g ven out for  pub-
protktious. lagainst KJng Nicholas’ troops and jication, and that it certainly would

Despatches from Petrograd note the Serbians. ‘ not be made public until be ‘had

German activity, ‘particularly in the | an ovportunity to ‘study it carefully

Dvinsk district, which would accord and at length.

with the German ambition to reach ¢ : b Diplomatic relations. although in

the line of the Dyvina river, while | A big battle is in progress in the g,ncer of being broken off, are not

acoounts from meutral  countries valley of the Albamian, or Black yev t, ba discontinued, . at least

mention & continwed movement of Drin r.Lver, between the Serbs and , . o 4iere has T o

men and guns in the west. In tie Bulgarians. At last reports mo de- ghapoe of notes with Vienna, and

Jatter theatre of operations it scems cision had been reached in the fighl- o} crigis may be said not to

onl7 a iquestion at what points tue img. It is seid, however, that the ,be in its - final stage. ‘Another note

of nsive Is to be taken. Bulgarians, who crossed the TiVeT, 'qottine Gut why the United States

] .ny persons believe that the Ger- found the Serbians had re-formed, ., ..t accept Austria’s reply, will
forward before the situation
takes omn a more settled aspect,

mining and bomb Ng oOperations and
i
aeTiakl fighting in the west.

BULGARIANS REPULSED.

Flanders and Artois nuts too ™ fiard losses. :
‘to crack, contemplate moving in “the It is pcssivle that “the Serbian yreanwhile there are some opportu-
St. Miniel region, where their line counter-attacks were made POssible pitjes and even hints of informal
penetrates to the river Meuse, .nd by supplies havlng reached them by negotiations which might smoothfover
there has been comsideratls activity | the Italians,. who landed op the .Al' the troubled situation.
during the last foew days. The only banian coast, and Who are tIying  mpe frequent calls of Baron Zwei-
thine arsued against this is that the to open communication With the  ginsk, the Austrian charge, at the
river has  been at flood, and the ‘Serbs through that country.' The gtate gepartment give some color to
French have been systematiCally de- Italjams, it iAS understood, already fiscussion along-that kind smd fhose
stroying the bridges as they were have landed 87,000 men. | who expect that at the end the difi-
EE—— — ——— erences Will be adjusted, count on‘the
g | influnce of Berlin to0 counsel Vienna
ito avoid a break.
So far as was apparent today the
| Wilson’s plans for going on his
i honeymogn journey after his wedding

MllITARY AT HOME AT QUEEN
HOTEL WAS GREAT SUCCESS, ===

Washington, Dec. 17—Action pm re-
solutions proposing investigation of
shipping and attacks ony ships carry-
ing American citizens, was dndefinite-
ly deferred today by the senate for-
eign relations committee.

NO ELECTION
N BRITISH COLLM3I

Pleasant Social Function By Officers of the 104th--
Some of the Costumes Worn and List
of Acceptances.

.

Thg ‘“‘At Home’’. at the Queen Hotel 'ladies were:
last evening. by, Major C. D. Pincompe| The Countess of Ashburnhan’, flesh
and officers of .G Company of the 104th colored ninon- with diamond necklace

Regiment was a decided success in Mrs. Loggie, black and white lace Victoria, B.C.,: Dec. 16—The pass-
every way. It was the first function with pearl ornaments. g i D e A thot ot ey i Tate ) How
held here under military auspicesin | Mrs. ' Osborne, black and white Ipolitical life of Sir Richasd Mcgride
war time, and was nathrally looked ninon. is tne sole topic of discussiop in

forward to with interest in scecial Mrs.. 0. 8. Crocket, white satin Dot oiuaian
circles. with mink trimmings. | Tt is declared that Sir Richard
The guests, who numbered about| Mrs. Muchuwr, white . accordian 'y not go to Londoa until after
one hundred and twenty-five, were re-|Ppleated crepe de chene, trimmed wWith the New Year. His activities  there
ceived by the oficers'and chaperones IOSE. {will probably not be confined alto-
in the spacious dining hall, which| Mrs. C. P. Holden, white satin With gether to the duties of the Agent
also did duty as a ball room, The fox furf |Generalship. People of all shades of
chaperones were the Countess of Ash-[ Mrs. Jas. Taylor, black velvet. politics think he will make a very
burnham, Mrs. O. S. Crocket; Mrs. T.| Mrs.” Farold McMurray, pink satin. capable representative in London for
@. Loggie, Mrs. Machuny, Mrs. Pin- [ Miss Jean VanBuskirk, blue taffeta British Columbia. g
combe and Mrs. W. J. Osborne. and tulle. | ’1hat,. the .general fe‘”lf"g in  Con-
Danciniz began shortly after nine Miss Marion Crocket, yellow tafieta S2rvative circles today is one of great
o'clock and was kept up until after trimmed with mink. ‘ atisfaction was the declaration of
two a.ar. Besides the regular pro-| Miss D. Thompson, yellow . satin Ce:‘::x?elt Dart:[': ;fadefs ouiseléi: (;{inothe
b | S n wn
gram there were three supper extras. wul\t;rhrswgn:zmlsc; met. e s G e g o Rlcharh % fi g g
A running supper was served during o 3 827 |tention of rumming in another elec-
the evening. The music for dancing lace. 4 (e
was furnished by McKnight's Orches- 18::85 P Teglon, ol tefigoepend’) Conservative opinion declares that
tra. . 5 s with t dit ne Ca
There were several debutantes, in-| s e SR e T 0 S o three gie atdh(; lggstto k?xlownb lﬁigf:e;)é
cluding Miss Greta Macnutt and Miss and tafeta. BnAD TR it province, a vigorous
Gladys Fitzgerald, and as usualthey | Miss Hawkins, rose crepede chene 3qiness administration may (be ex-
attracted much attention. ,and lace. ‘pected. It is declared there are no
As usual, Landlord McCafirey was

Miss Dolly Brown, American Beaut; petter pusiness men in  the - west
_indefatigable  in lookpg after tha tafleta. | hat C: H, Tisdall, A. O. Flumer-
iests and his efforts| Miss Steeves, blue satin and lace. | g1t and Lorne Campbell.
“to the success of! Miss K. Taylor, blue accordian — e —
ipleated crepe ds ch-n= and lace. | “Why'" 'do Ycu want to get ¢i-
, Miss Lottimer, white taflleta with  verczd?”’ ?
overskirt of tulle. | ‘Because  r'm married.’—Phijlad; l»
the % 4Continued cn rase five | hia Public Ledger.
; SR BT Y o

NGLO-FRENCH
GREEKS AND BULGARS MAY CLASH

2

PREPARING TO AT-
FORCES AT SAL-

ftary it
2 TRW CIISis

ondon, Dec. 18-The unprecedertedm
ation foday m Gregce has develops
[l Alled froops which according to estimates o
the Brith newspapers number 200000, are fortify
o fuemselves about Solomt digamg frenches and
lacing guns. It 15 reperted that the Germans are
iparing to- advance nto Greek temtory and attack
them. Whether the Bulganans also will crogs ihg

oorder 15 a vital question 1o the Greeks.  [tis beliaved

the Bulgasan advance would rekindlz the od enmity and - might draw
(e Greek people into the conilict,

WILL ATTACK THE ALLIES
lozdon, Dec. 18--Aecorting fo the Atheis emreimndentoffha (im:s
the German Ministers at A hans {el] Premier Sl

ijouds that the jaer-
mans would he compelled to atfack the Brtish
Solonkt,

e |

) )
b}
>

D

and :Erench iomes at

AN IMPORTANT FACTOR
London, Dec. 18--Landing of the Ifalion forces] in Albadia likely to
prove an important factory as the Albamians may be able to atfach

themeelvas 10 remamcer of the Serbian army for concerted action.

AGREE ON NEUTRAL ZONE
A neutral zone extending two kilometers on each side of

the frontier has been agreed upon between Greece and Bulgaria
ccording to an cfficial announcement here today. The an-
nouncement says: “Bulgarian armies, by the capture of Mon-
astir and Resna, having approached the Greek frontiers, the
the Bulgarian government, wishing to avoid any pcssibility of
wccidents between advanced posts and Greek frontier guards,

ed by the retreat of the troops on each side of two kilometres

from the frontier:
ACTIVITY NEAR YPRES.

London, Dec. 18-The British war office issued the following officia
statement fonight: “Last night the enemy made a small bombing attack
against our line, about the quarries north of Loos. This attack was easily re-
pulsed. Artillery activity has continued throughout today especially north
of Ypres”

London,, Dec, 18---The German patrol boat Bunz has been wrecked on
the Island ‘6f Langeland in the Baltic Sea, according to a despatch to {he
| Exchange [‘ekgsapm Company from Copenhagen.
man officers \s‘cw 'found on tke shore

< -

proposed to the Greek government that a neutral zone be form-

The-bodies of several Ger-,



