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the Young People’s Mecting—a weekly gathering
for those who are vet young in years, or young in
religions experience (even though they be forty
years old). A new convert is not so bashfal in
the presence of young disciples gathered in a pri-
vate parlor as he would be in a charch lecture=
room beformthe elders or deacons, or the veterans
of whatever name. If ae breaks down in his first
attempts, hic does not mind it so much. Hesoon
gets used to the sound of his own voice; he ac-
quires fluency ; he learns how to use “the gift
that is in him.” From this training school he
comes into the Sunday School, or the weekly con-
ferenee meeting of the church, with some equip-
meot for Christ’s service.

During the last fifteen years there has been
such a Young People’s Meeting” in the two
charches (of New York and of Brooklyn) to which
[ have been permitted to minister. It is arranged
on this wise. The meeting is held in a private
house, for by this method a social intercoarse is
promoted throughoat the congregation. In the
course of the ycar fifty families open their houses
for an evening visit from the other members of ¢
the flock. The place of meeting is selected by a
committee chosen annnally. It is held on Mon-
day evening, at 8 o'clock, and commonly lasts
one hour. The spot selected is announced from
| the pulpit on the Sabbath. No ineonvience is oc-
\casioned to the household who receive the meet-
/ing under the roof. The sexton of the church

takes a cart load of camp stools to the house
{ about sapper time, and a box of hymn books.
Yhey are placed in the hall. As each one comes
t he helps himself to a seat and a hymn book.

\ The service is conducted by some one desig-
nated ‘beforehand. As soon as a new convert has
spoken a few times, and “ got the hang of things,”
he is appointed to lead a meeting. Some may
object that this process may tend to prodace for-
wardness and self-conceit; or else that the meet-
ing may suffer from being in the haods of an in-
experienced novice. But I have never seen eitber
of these results to follow. = The crying sin of our
charches is not excessive forwardness for Christ in
anything; it is rather an excessive backwardoess
or & tongue tied timidity.
The meeting begins with a lively hymn. Then
follow a prayer and a passage from God's Word.
After that the way is opened for every one to take
pats, ' If aiman has an expérience to relate, he
gives it, If a troubled soul wishes prayer, he or
she rises and makosthe request. If a young wife
ia burdened in spirit for the conversion of a hus-
band, she either sends a note to the leader, askicg
special prayers for him, or else makes the request
“herself audibly. If any one wishes to sing a
verse of a familiar hymn, like “ Jesus, lover of my
soul I” he strikes up, and the others chime in.
Appeals are made to the impenitent. Questions
of conscience are discussed. Statements of per-
sonal labor for the Master are made. Each ove
speaks, sings or prays as the spirit moves. Often
there are twenty different addresses and prayers
made within the single hoar. The interest seldom
flags ; there is such a perpetual freshness in these
meetings, that although they have been kept up
for every Monday evening through wine years, the
service of last evening was crowded to' the Goor-
way. Dauring the most of the year, the average
attendance is from seventy-five to ome huudred.
Sowetimes it rises to two hundred, and occasion-~
ally two neighboring houses are required to ac-
commodate the attendants. It is a blessed “ ip-
stitation” in our church, which we would no more
%ive up than we would give np our Sunday school.
very church that is large enough 10 * run alone”
lhoniyd try a Youog People’s Meeting.

———etl & O e

: THE COMING GIRL.

An exchange describes what it calls “The
Coming Girl.” We trust the photograph is a
correct likeness, and that the distinguished per-
sonage may move on rapidly and arrive soon.
She may be surc of a welcome, she will get all
the notice which a modest young lady could de-
sire, and she will not be forced to wait long for a
sphere and an opportunity. Study the pictare,
and hope that the painter may be a prophet as
well as ao artist. Here it is:

She will vote, will be of some usc in the world,
will cook her own food, will earn a hving, and
will not dic an old maid. The coming girl will
not wear the Grecian beod, dance the German,
ignore all J)ossibilit.ies of knowing how to work,
will not endeavor to break the hearts of unsophis-
ticated young men, will spell correctly, understand
English before she affects French, will preside with
equal grace at the piano and the wuﬁboard, will
spin more yarn for the house than the street, will
not despise her plaioly clad mother, her poor
relations, or the hand of an hovest worker, will
wear a bonnet, speak good, plain, unlispi

lish, will darn hl:: oldg stocEingn. will‘g:gwtxw-
to make doaghnats, and will not read the Ledger
oftener than she does the Bible.

The coming girl will walk five miles a day, if
need be, to keep her cheeks in glow ; will mind
her health, her physical development, and her
mother ; will adopt a costume both sensible and
eondaetive to comfort and health ; will not con-
found hypocrisy with politeness; will not practice
Iving to please instead of frankoess; will have
the courage to cut an unwelcome acquaintance ;
will not think that refinement is French duplieity,.
that assamed hespitality where hate dwells in the
heart is better than outspcken condemnation ; will
ot confound grace of movement with silly affecta-
tion; will not the end of her very being to
have a bean ; will not smile and be a viliain still.
The coming girl will not look to Paris, but to
reason for her fashions ; will not aing to follow &
foolish fashion because milliners and dress makers
bave decreed it ; will not torture her body, shrivel
her soul vi;h puerilities, or ruin it :la:lll':.&.d
pleasure. o short, the coming gi to
glorify her Maker and to esjoy mentally His
works. Duty will be her aim, aad her life a liv-
fiig reality. i

| e o, 7
4 e ... ‘. 3 ¢ 3 : .%.*‘;. i‘




