“Behold & woman of Canaan.

We have read together this story
this morning, and read it often.
Many are its lessons and great its in-
spirations. Itis a comsolation for
the afflicted ; a guide in prayer;a
vindication of God’s dealings of
Providence ; and a stimulus to faith.
Not in any of these asneots, charm-
ing and stimulating as they are, do I
dwell on it this morning, but on an-
other side of it altogether, We have
here the story of the conversion of
the first heathen to the Saviour. She
is not, the only heathen mentioned in
the New Testament. On the con-
trary, many are. Amongst the first
to greet the new-born Saviour were
heathens, and when he expired upon
the eross it was: from heathen lips
that there rose the first confession,
“ Trauly this is the Son of God.” Then
there are proselytes from the heathen
to Judaism, and finding in Judaism a
way -to .Christianity. But this wo-
man in our text, whom our imagina-
tion can easily trace from the limits
that are given, we see 'pass from
heathen darkness into the radiance
and comfort of the Gospel of Christ ;
and as the first works of heathendom
to Christ—a type of the great harvest
of the world—1I should like to dwell
on the story of this woman to-day.
Let. me at once come to the great ele-
ment in the matter, and, first of all,
I ask you to observe the woman her-
gelf. All we know of her origin is
contained in three terms that are ap—
plied to her—Canaanite, Syro-Pheni-
cian, and Greek. These three term
are msed by Matthew and Mark to
describe her.  The first two are terms
describing her race. - She belonged
to the Pheenicians—thatis Lowlanders
—for the great Pheenician people
had settled themselves om the fertile
valleys and the maritime plains of
Palestine, and there in their cities
had developed in the highest degree
a maritime nation. To this Phceni-
cian stock she belonged. It was di-
vided into two great parts, African
and Syrian, and she belonged to the
latter, who inhabited the narrow strip
of land between Canaan and the sea,
with too little territory to keep them
in food, and, therefore, they had re-
course to maritime enterprise—that
enterprize which made them the mar-
vel of all the world. The last term,
Greek, has, of course, nothing to do
with the race, or yet with their lan-
guage. They did not speak Greek
even when Greeck was the language
of the civilized world ; the remotest
colomies spoke the dialeets given them
by the Pheenicians. Paul spoke of
the Jew and the Greek—the Jew and
the Gentile—those who were filled
with the light of the knowledge of
God, and those who were sunk in the
midst of heathen darkness. Heathen
is the ‘meaning of the word Greek.
Although there had been movings in
the direction of the faith of Israel on
the part of the .woman, still she ‘had
‘0ot hbroken outwardly with the
Syrian fdith, and had still keptto the
Syrian thought ; at least had not
broken with it, She was ope of those
who wo:sbxpped Baal and Astarte.
G]Ance gt the worship, because you
cannpt understand the heathen with:
ont glancmg at their wo’rsh‘(p '

“In gl ages the beatheb have been
xmpressed by the tbl&gs a‘ouno
tpe‘m 4n’ nature, and in’ the stars of!
‘heaven above them, bit 'the greatest.
power which impressed their imagin-|
@tion was that whish produced-lifé in
Plants; o dhimalsyin wen ;' and: the
greateést of the: dmios-—-tbe giver of
fNife—gies always, as you (can easily
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wnd shewas the grest mother god-
dess of'shie: 'world and of universal
tife. dn'all agés and in:sll lands that
goddess, mother of life, has always
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est buru. What was there thatwas
not her gift? Parent and spouses and
children—the fruits of nature—a life
within which enabled men to enjoy | &t
them, She seemed to open her)
hand and all were filled with geed,
and she earned the gratitude of hu-|s
man hearts. There were those who |¢

loved' her and worshipped hgr
with their best, but at the same
time she was equally dear to the
vilest of mankind.  After = all,
she was the mother of physical life
chiefly, for sensual prompting was
held to come from her, and the in-
dulgence of, every such prompung
was held to be well pleasing iu -her
eyes. And apart from any morality,
regardiess of any limitation from her,
it was held to be a fact that all licen-
tiousness was agreeable to her heart ;
that she smiled on it, sanetioned ,it,
and was pleased with it. _And just as
to-day in India the imagination of
young missionaries reels before the
spectacle of religion becoming .the
minister of vice, and the very devo-
tion of people tending to their degra-

dation and obliterating all the finer
feelings of their nature, so this wor.
ship of Astarte in ancient days was
not only the consolation but the
scandal of mankind—degrading them,
so that men, women, the bride before

she went with her hasband, the mat-
ron in the.midst of her children, all
sorts of impassioned beings did this
goddess service by prostituting their
persons to her worshippers.

Such .was the Syrian creed—the
worship of the great mother of life
who charmed men to gratitude by her
gifts, but who confirmed them in vice
by her. indifference to virtue. Men
did not see the shame of these things.
Conscience was  corrupt; morality
was not exacting. There was festiv-
ity ; there was the vine; there waa
the song; there was an ontward pros-
perity. They could plead many argu-
ments in favor of such a worship, and,
doubtless, this woman, had she been
tasked in the days of prosperity, could
have defended her religion. She
would have pointed out' that it exist-
ed long before Abraham had taught
the worship of one God ; that it had
been adopted by the most civilized
nations; that it had blessed the Syrian
people with prosperity and had placed
the Pheenicians, even before the siege
of Troy, in the van of civilization.
That they were foremost in all the
arts of peace—in their astronomy, in
their mathematics, in their skill  at
the loom. They would indicate
further that some Hebrew kings—
Solomon himself—had, adopted her
worship, and that for three hundred
years, her statue had stood side by
side with . the Temple of Jerusalem,
and even that her religion had led to
the Captivity of Babyldn. If their
morality was not of so high an order
as that of the Hebrews, well, what
was natural could not, be wrong. It

gshine within them. So’the women

of her prosperity and her gladness
she wanted no other deity and. ne
other religion. It was enough for
her that the Syriansmether had smiled
upon her and--given her a child
and blessed her with an abundance
of _peace.

.But a change comes ,qver her, and
I.have to ask you to Mhm her case
the earnestness, of trouble. ‘Man s
born unto sorxow, a8 the sparks Ay
upward,” says, Job,, bug he was, pot
stating,the whole trush nor even the
partial truth with a- tone. that, lﬂ,"u‘
to the ; £acts,of .the case, for man, is
born to, much besides sorrow, and the
sorrow to which he is born is not a
ealamity sltogether o be  deplored,
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penutmg resalts whi "’,’;way
some of the bitterneu ,gf all,
this sorrow worked out g, eater
love. A mother’s love is ggeetest
of all loves, but a mother’s rime for | i
an afflicted child is the mm vel-
‘lous form that even a or‘g love
ever reaches, such is nq and
delicacy, wealth of reso
light of warmness. Hew.
developmont of that de yo! M here
when coming to Cl\tm,lhe says,
“Have mercy on me, w,x daughter
is vexed?” “Me”— “;nxm#ughter"
—as thongh they, twain one and
nothing to distingnish the daughter’s
trouble from the mother, and any
mercy that would reach: mother

would pass straight. .to the
child. Not only did soxm produce
a deeper love, but, the love

secondly, ¢

and - the sorrow toge&e: brought
aomethmg higher still, Mtley are
two great cha.racterxmm in the de-
velopment of human nature. A mas-
ter  of rehgmna thought, ”int.s ont
the eminence of love and gorrow in
the character of Christ, and yon
know how he describes them. He
says : “Love, Divine love, hpught the
Godhead of Jesus Christ, down from
the throne, and sorrow, human sor-
row, raised the manhood oi Christ
into fitness to share it.” This woman
suffered the discipline of lo ve and
sorrow, and _together. the
the heart, fortified the fq‘iing

| awakened the deepest longing, ll{tod
the thoughts to immortality. Some-
how, when love and sorrow ook pos-
session of her soul, Astarte could no
longer fill all her heart, and the glory
of the goddess seemed to pall before
her eyes, She wanted one who wounld
not crush purity, bus, create it, for |
she had begun to feel that purity al-
one could make life happy, and could
give her .another world to hope of
a prolonging of the fellowship of the
child so dear to her. And these cir-
cumstances I gather from the fact
that she calls Christ by the name,
“Son of David.”

She began to look across the chasm
that divided her from the fold of Is-
rael, and to think wistfully of Israel’s
God, who, though a God of duty, was
a God of mercy, and was all the more
worthy of her adoration. Indeed she
felt that he clothed men with dignity,
and kept them from the' vige that
degraded them. She, was attracted
by him who forbade sin,;and yet ¢ould
forgive it, and when she thought that, |
with the, deity Astarte,. withi; vice
there was always something agsociat. |
ed with a spirit of reyenge, and when
Muloech was the spofseof Astarte,
and whenAstarte herself had 2, sha-
dow, of darkness.about her of revenge
and, indifference, did, she not,; begin
to dwell with delight on the songs of
Ziou, which spoke,of God, as the, re-
fuge and strength and present help in
time of trouble, the God of the widow,
shio Egther ot the fatherloss, the Pre-
server of the stranger, the Binder-up
of the broken heart, and that Judaism
had not only its . glorious, idea of &

er,had its hope of .a great. Saviour
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and ‘sct unworthily ‘and want re.
spect ;to onr fellow-mer, when we
forgcﬂwe movings of the human
soul and Bow , the spirit shrrounds
them. Bot'row and love are still
opera ‘widely throughont the
world. ey Are a gort of law and
pr'ophets'l ’ to ‘Christ.  Sor-
row is the Iaw ‘men to pu
their instinets and quickening 'their
couscience. Love is the propheta tell-
ing of God’s mﬁtoﬂons ove, biddmg
men & to 6 in Kim the tender
oompuiion afid “the ‘mercy which
leads ltrughtto the inotmtlon,nue.
men eéven from false créeds, and
mukeo them at least reaay to admxt
the light whenever it should bhmq
upon them, and ready to re;owe in
d | mercy whenever it olibuld be bro;:‘h

within their 'reach.’ ‘Such were the
nrgnmenﬁs of sorrow in the woma.n’b
heart, prepmng her for the ‘advent
of her Saviour.  Surely our story
brings befod us an illustration of the
great « d%ngs between the Sav-
iour and

Saviour and the soul that needs it.”
‘There is somethmg mysterious here.
1t is not by accident that great merey
and great sorrow ever meet, and that
God’s love meets with human sorrow
to take away its hurt. It was not by
accident that Christ turned up just
as Jairus needed him ; just where the
woman with the issue awafted him :
just at the moment when the widow
of Nain required his touch. It was
by no accident that Jesus made the

suppose the Saviour felt within him-
self a great drawing—some magnetic
need pulling upon hisheart'and claim-
ing the help of his pity and his power.
Maybe omniscience read what was
goxng on ; maybe like ommpresencg
as ommdcleuce was kept in obeyance,
and it was the human spirit that read
the gnef and felt: the appeal of the
grea.t sorrow
She was a long way off ; fifty miles
separated her from Him. It was an
or@nuy road t}xrough which _the
yould be required to take
hlm to her, A ntly in_all tbgt

journey there he oures no
other amwuon, mé roaohea the
coast for the sole p e of muuster—
ing to the single: sufferer, He goes

forth oyer ] lnd dale. ghd to

God of duty and of ineroy, bus furth-

when, the crowaing tidings came to the suffe
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wisdom, his spirit of ténderness, that|fof light and’ (:?' i
has i ‘sl ages, and will “in all ages;| Saviour, let us give'it to those'
attract the hearts of ‘men ; and the winmptveitwﬁhng?nm
Betirts Of men attrdet hisy, ‘'What is|s1d who beneath its' ‘Fadinnce
the (‘story’ of christianity ‘but ‘this : blouomfnwthefnlmu otn
that ' Christ has' goneé 'forth to ‘meet Tife. R
the hearts of ‘men, taking his loved O RO

%;E : 3, every
Brethtén, Tot us redognhb‘ﬂu foree | be an nnhm;&th dise
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man, | and that, wemay not; goforth
mt.kout ghpm thm m.dpdwm
m,gmw;o nse us,and fill us with the

power of the great salvation. Also
oboqrve the serene result, that is now
tewl;gd As I have said, she needs |:
none to name her Lord. . She Qonlg
say, qs it jWere, “Behold mhyn the i
glory of the only bggott.en Son of |
,,and she falls, on her face be-
fore him, and, believing h;m to. be'
God enough to work a. miracle, and |,
give her all ghe needs, she ‘pleads for |-
his mercy; Christ , takes for awhile|.,
no notice. - He-is as silent to her as, |
perhaps, he is to-day to some of you.| . ks
His ductples have - been  at school
that morning and they learnt some |
thing they did not learn before, and|
they—strict Jews—come and pray |, Beck
for this: heathen, Send her, away.”’ |
They meant “Send her away healed,| -
for she crieth after us,” - Then Christ
answered that he was not sent but|_
to the lost sheep of the house of Is-|
rael. Butthe woman did not 'think
that this precluded her from lielp, and
she ‘00ués. and ; pleads, “Lord, ‘help

t n tlay of 50 Cen snlmw'
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:Then - he tells ‘her, It is' not| - SR
meet to take the children’s bréad and | :015 5y ALL

to:.cast it to' dogs.! It migat have
been’ hard formany to brave 'that,
and they might have sunk in despairj ||
but, like Charles:Wesley in the hymn
“Come-in, thou traveller unknown;!| |
this woman is ‘confident 'in her des=
pair, and so-she pleads that even the | 3
dogs eat of the crumbs:that fall from | § #
their: master’s table. - 'What woald | Y/ inaction, s

b h”vmigw hor wguld be Onl’l 4 ' \ 2
cramb to him, Then Josepb malkes ialar

elf known and the reverse pass:
Maway, Clrimprmu and ﬂ row




