
‘means raise themselves. 

4 dare not idle a 
‘While on the shifting sand 

The ocean casts bright treasures at my feet; 
Beneath some shell’s rough side 
The tinted pesri may hide, 

And I' with ptéeions gifts my Lord may meet. 

I dare not idle stand, 

“Whtlerover all the land 

Poor, wandering souls need humble help like 
mine; 

ph 

Brighter than brightest genisy 
In monarch's diadem wr 

Jch soul a star in Jesus” crown may shine. 

I dare not idle stand, 

; But at my Lord’s command 

for him throught my life's short day; 
Evening will come at last, 

Day’s 1abor all be past, 

Ang rest eternal my brief toil repay. 
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DESPATR DENOUNCED, AND GRACE 

GLORIFIED. 

A Sermon delivered by C. H. Spurgeon, at the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington. 

‘Then he said unto me, Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, 
is 3% Our bones are dried, and our hope 

we are cut off for our parts. Therefore 
rom ——— unto them, Thus saith ths 

Behold , O my people, I will open 
yous Seevhs; and cause you to come up out of 
ind graves, and bring you into the land of 

rash, And ye shall know that I am. the 
when I bave opened your graves, O my 

people, and brought you up out of your 
graves."—Ezekiel xxxvii, 11, 12, 13. 

If you thoughtfully consider the 
text, you will see that it divides itself 
thus: first, there is a true word— 

“Behold, they say, our bones are 
dried ;” secondly, there is in it an ill 
word, which goes beyond the truth— 
“Our hope is lost ;” thirdly, there is 

a gracious word, a word of mighty 
love—*“ Thus saith the Lord God; 
behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out 

of your graves, and bring you into the 
land of Israel. And ye shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have 
opened your graves, O my people; and 
brought you up out of your graves.” 

I. Let us begin with that solemn 
confession which I have styled a true 
word: “They say, our bones are 
dried.” They describe themselves as 
dead, as dried, and as divided. They 
speak of themselves as dead; for a 
man does not imagine his bones to be 
scattered about on the plain while he 
thinks himself to be alive. These peo- 
plespoke of their bones, and therefore 
conceived of themselves as dead; 

and so the sinner may, without exag- 
geration, conceive of himself as de- 
void of spiritual life. He knows not 
the life of God, for he is dead in tres- 

passes and sins. The apostles speaks 
of the unregenerate as“alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them because of the blind- 
ness of their heart.” And again we 
read, “They are corrupt, they have 
‘done abominable works, there is none 

that doeth good.” When men are 
corrupt they have gone a stage be- 
yond death, and are receiving the full 
harvest of sin ; as it is written, “He 
that soweth to the flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption.” Alas, sinner, 
you are as one that is dead, only your 
condition is far worse, for your re— 
sponsibility and your guilt remain, 
and your death to righteousnoss is 
blameworthy, and will bring punish- 
ment Wpon you. 

Further, these bones could by no 

We never 
heard of such a thing as a dead man 
restoring himself to life, though he be 
indeed dead ; he cannot lift a hand 
towards his own reviving. ‘These 
bones were without trace of life, The 

flesh was gone, devoured of kites and 
jackals, or rotted and scattered in 
impalpable powder to the four winds 
of heaven. How could these carcass 
es raise themselves ? There was no 
trace of moisture left upon them; they 
could not give themselves life or mo- 
tion ; it were a fool’s hope to look for 
such a thing. Ts that the dreary fact 
which forces itself upon you? Do 
not try to forget it. You are discov- 
ering the truth. You are ina lost 
condition already if you have not be- 
lieved in Jesus Christ. You are not, 
as some do vainly talk, in a state of 
probation ; your probation is over, 
and you are condemned already be. |* 
cause you have not believed on the 
Son of God. In you 

[ extrem®’o case; but I know that I am 

Lae 

his omnipotence should thus be’ dé 

pleturing sore whose eyes ire” 150k: {HH 
ing upon me at this moment. H 

this wretched state; bnt I had al- 
most said, happy they Whe ate & 
periencing it, for those who feel their 
[sinfulness are on the road to bette 
things. Brother, I hope yonr' extrein- 
ity will be God's opportunity. When 
your boneés are dried, then will’ God 
coma in as the résutpdbtion and ‘the 
life and mike these dry bones live 
When you appear to be beyond the 
possibility of mérey, then God, with 
whom all things dre posétble; win 
deal with you in the way of extraor. 
dinary grace, and ¢duse you to re- 
joice in his salvation. 

IT. Now, I turn to the point upoh 
which I desire to struggle with some 
of you this morning, that you may 
be fetched up to the Spirit's power 
from the depths of despondency. 
Here is AN ILL woRp' in the text: 
“Our hope is Jost.” It is a good 
thing if our false hopes are lost; but | 
true hope is still to be had. Hobe is 
not denied to any man; if he, will 
believe in*Jesus, he may yet he saved. 
Latin, Dum spiro spero, while I 
breathe I hope; and I turn the pro: 
verbover, and say, Dum spero spiro— 
while I hope I breathe. To render 
the sentences rather freely will suit! 
me well: “While Ilive. { lope, and 
while I hope I live.” Sinner, your 
life lies in hope, and while, you have 
hope you have life. To despair is’ 
an unwarrantable thing, a thing full 
of sin, and fraught with mischief, be- 
sides being false and unreasonable. 

Despair, which is the miad’s dec 
laration that there is no hope; is. not 
so much a sickness of the under 
standing as a sin of the soul. Itisa 

crime against the trath, a high 
offence against the Lord of love. 

Despair is a high insult to God ;/it 
casts dishonor upon his. chief atiri- 
butes. In the first place, it is mest 
derogatory to the truth of God. If a 
man says: “I cannot be saved,” he 
contradicts the divine voice: “Look 
unto me, and be ye saved.” God has 
sent the gospel to men, and it is no 
other than good news to them ; but 
despair virtually says.it is no gospel, 
it is no good news. God has set mp 
a throne of grace, and promises there | 
to meet with the sinner; but this 

man professes that there is no throne 
of grace, for he denies that there can 
be any grace for him. He refuses to 
come to the loving Father because 
he feels sure that he will show no 
mercy, though he has declared that 
he will do so. God has given a 
thousand precious promises, such as 
this : “Though your sins be as soar 
let, they shall be as. white: as snows 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” = The despairing 
sinner says he does not believe this; 
his sin is too scarlet to be made white, 

the crimson of his ‘guilt ié too in 
grained ever to be washed. away. 
Thus he gives God's promises the lie, 
and this is a daring thing to do, 

He that despairs insults God's pow- 
er. He-doth in effect tell'the Lord 
that le pretends to a power which he 
does ‘not possess. God saith: «He 
that believeth and’ is" baptized shatl 
be saved ;” the man saith he will not 
trast in Christ, for he does not believe 

that God can save him ; he declards 
that Le has gone beyond thé bounds 
of ‘mercy, and so he tells the over 
gracious One that he hasno power vo 
save himi. The Lord loves not that 

nied. He is grieved with these: Who | 
thus limit the Holy Owe-of Israel. 
They that would restrain his ‘Powbr 
shut out one of the brightest beams 
of bis glory. Yd 
But despair sbandautly. cane. dis- 

honor upon God's mercy. Know. ye 
not that his mercy endureth fotdwer? 
“The Lord God merciful andigrar| 
cious ” is one of the ways of hisdsani- 
festation. Has he not told ws thavhe 

they who have been delivered from |, 

| them tht done ito 34 

the Brood of Yess" Ch eth ts 
from’ all ‘shi’ "We Hive’ word |, 

[for it; yet'Here 'is'a niall’ Wht says, |. 

| Zion will be délerots ditties. {i your 

sin and my sinful inclina 
wie the Mig ofthe devi 
of an insulted Savior; 

fab tll 7 Vad rin Hot Hs 
| poser vo" svi chat ‘Sudh HEW to ae |¢ 
stroy, that'Satan Sati He Wire Buccess- 
ful in destruction than t'6an be 
effectual ff Raving. 47 0 
T'g6's Intlé further, add’ sly, with 

'd deep ‘foel thy’ of ‘wotorabll Hop this 
ethos afi of despa {fed on cb 
blob d ‘of Christ.” “Christ Has ibd and, 

Tt caiftiot cléanse ie from my sin» 
If we 166k ddep Ted the co BE] 
py kim Bed ers dé 

a eifent atid’ Betiies its) 
dtokdy ‘tHe al there 
is Go torith ah, hi fie’ titers,  It'ls 
not for ain o ‘et Bi “that Tests 
aa ay ftiod N'Y : 
8in-¢ fotlntdin] he an. 
swers! «It Wy be tradd fe’ may Be 
able'to' ave’ all others, BE’; not me.” 
Now, ‘what ¥oh Rive a “Hight to Fa 
dttief’ pedple thy dls sdf P8ha if al 
arfited “With P64 it wold bé tanta- 
mount to’ declatiti "tat thd crucifit- 
ion" is ait" etipty show, Hat the Ré- 
deemet’s" stonement" is #mere pfe- 
tence, and thilt Christ is péiwerless t5 
Rave. 

Despair has somvething fff it of 'sin- 
hing against the Holy GHbst ;' “forthe 
Holy Spirit brings you rich “schainlal a 
in the promiges of Go ich will 
raise your spirits and, will restore you! 
from death; and what will you do) 
with them? You, take them and dash 
them against. the wall ; as if this. al 
mighty. medicine, devised ;by. infinite 
wisdom, were the, deceitful, nostrum 

of a,quack,.and yougonld aod recgive 
it. It seems to. me & great, and hor- 
rible offence -ta deny. the testimony of 
the Spirit, of God, even. of . him, whe | 
gives to the Holy Soriptuges: inspira | 
tion aud certainty, and; this. yon. do 
when you refuse to believe - for shor 
pal life. io 

Despair, makes 4 man ready for any | 
sin, for there are. many thas say, «J 
oBR never go to, heaven, therefore I 
will take.a goed swing here, and get 

what pleasure I can while it is within 
reagh.”, Have I not heard thom eay,| . 

“There is no mercy for me,and I.may 
as well be hanged, fox a sheep as fora 
lamb, 1, will go the whole hog now I 
am abit; I will at least, know. the 
heights and dopibs.of sin, a8 there, is 
no chanpe of mercy. forme” ? 
Oh; thid despair-aveid it, I -pray 

you, #8 you weuld dyoid death itself 
for it/wilbretider-4ll means af: grace 
useless to you. If ye will not believe, 
neither: shall ye be’ .establistiedi. If 
you fatl into, despair, -the ‘songs. of 

ears, and the preaching of the! gobpel | 
might ais swell be thé preaching of the | 
law. See hqwd déspairing map shuts, 
his-ears; likeiodeaf: adder that! will 
not bear) charifi' you neve so wisely; 
itdninttery wot whit theo theme! mdy, 
béw+ifsit. be infinite mercy, free for 
givendss,. and everlasting love, yet; as! 
long:as the soul is. despairing; you do 
but: make it shesmore! wrétdbed.| The 
hopeless hearer rejedts all consolation, 
his: soul refusuth to be comforted; anid 
his despair embitters every morsel ho 

! Despair, too, is éértainly vain a 
wicked, because iv Hal ho oo 
whatever to bpport - it.) 1 sR; 
you, “but theré dre many dark Sori wy 

not time | * take them 

atied his’ ‘Blood, find“ el kho% that | be, 

| fage; look ag his wounds, 

J belieye him ; Christ, lies; , unto’. me I? 
Will you dare to say it? Can you |. 

y | have any doubt ,about, the, infinite 

if not in words yet in. their.actions, | ducing 

: | and cause you tv coms up outiof, your 

tures” I! tp god 2 1 ive | ost enjoy is 3 shere isn heaven, 

ante 

Stop now ; are a contre. 
Lord Jesus Christ? I cannot diet m 

Hedi Ht 3b. Yi oh 
provoke the Fath ah «] 

se cast out;” tha 

listeti t mé* ‘No, i ts | 
to you, snd I wish you would not’ 
listen, to, yourself, You must ligton | 
to me as I repeat the Lord’s words,—! 
Him [that SUBD me, I will. in 

59, wise oash,qut,” - You are nat to! 
bo. Jhen; you, | Wank, 10) 

© gin. Jesus says be will, Dot cagt| 

mg all ye, that, labor; and, are 
vy. ladeny and, J, will give. you, 

eet,” Does, Christ mean, that, or, 
oot? Look the Crugified one inj, the 

and; id 
baying, looked. at.them, say, “I do. not! 

thug defame him ?, I tell you, there is | 

nothing within the , covers; of  this| 
Book that, ought. to, lead a man to’ 

mercy, of God to, him, provided ;, he 
will jost.eome, and, trust; himself, ito |” 
Christ, There iano God at; all if. » 
soul that trusts in. Jesus aan, be, cast | 
away, fon the essential of Godhead is 
trath.. 1 am an atheist if the God in 

must be: true, if every man bq proved 

me L will in mo wise cast eut 2” | 
«God; meets jus. upon our awa 

ground, and takes us, up where we 

bones.” “Yes,” says God, “and I 
will, quioken;, you”, up; the, Lord 

they are worse than they: think, they’ 

were finally laid in the, sepulchves; 
but the Lord adds, “and, |, case. FQN 
19 come; np out of your. graves.” . i, 

+ The: word brings eomfort, by intro-| 

You are like 3. dried bone, .good| for 
pothing; and able for . nothing; but | 
the Lord comes im: himself, and, he | 
says, ¢ fwill, L will”. Qh that grand [ 
SLwillil2} «I will gpen, your graves, 

won’ or 
 Juastly, notice, the; fogling, ‘that is | 
prodaced. by it, And ye.shall know |%Y 

opened your grave; O my people,and 
brought you up ont; of your graves,’ 
Ab, what a feeling a; man; hag or 
Shere isa God when, God has sav 

forgiven, them ; he. knows, Jehovah 

and fall of peace, when he can 

a'demonstration: of the truth within 
his ‘dwn heart,and: telis of it to others 
-with tearful eyes..: 4 Oh; says be, 

#/mepeiful: God] for I have obidined 
| mercy; there is a refuge for sinfiers, | 
| fox; k:havie fled to it y there ing 
|dony for I have obtained it: themida] 

for I begini:to hear its bells. 
up ond by ‘one; ‘and show | that” they, 
need nou dsediony aleve Udevpiid; | 
but there is ofé ext’ in “tHe! Bible 
‘which coyers py be’ théy black 

¢ delighteth in ‘meroy #* -Wey if ‘you, 
say: He will not have merey: Pinky 

I Meibes Hemera his grace; RY 

all possibility 
wre fu 
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pil sold & 
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when: he has opened-your gravesand | 
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whom, I have. believed casts, away |” 
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blessed word, “Him, that. cometh. to| 
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are; They said, “We, age, as. dried | 

even goes, beyond anything, which | 
they have felt;or said, for, they; did" 29% As, they, were , buried, , No, they ["*' © | were/as bones, seattered.in, the. apen|(’ Ke Yalley, uoburied ; hut the Lord knows |" n 

bly and 80 he goes further i inimagoy x 

misery... Ho sags, “L will open, your dome 
{araves, and: that looks, a8 1if, they | 

another actor pon. the soene. 

that I am the, Lord, .when JI ‘have’ 

him, when he begins | to, dapce,. for |= joe 
yery. joy. of heart beoause, he is fully “BE 

amie,” ke dees not: need avidences:of | ! 
the, existence of God or argumentsito |’ 
prove the power of God. He carries | : pi scp eiing 
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