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June 5, 187 8.

THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.
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““ Now Then Do It.”

FROM A SERMON BY BRV. C. H. SPURGEON, AT
THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Ye sought for David in times past to be king over
you; now then do it. r the rord hath spoken of
David, saying, By the h%\d of my servant David 1
will save my people Israel out of the hand of the
Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies.”
—2 SAM. 3: 17, 18.

RECALL FORMER IMPULSES.

1. First, then, my business this morning
is to remind undecided persons of former
impulses. I would personally address each
hesitating hearer, and call up the memories
of his life. You are not a Christian, but
many times you have been upon the verge
of it, for you have even gone the length of
seeking, ‘after a fashion, to have Jesus for
your King.

Of course the character and frequency
of those impulses have varied greatly in
different individuals.  Each man has had
his own amount of drawings and inclinings
toward G54. I cannot so speak as to de-
scribe all at once, and therefore I must go
into particulars. Many of you have been
tutored in the ways and manners of the
godly from your youth up. The very first
song you heard your mother sing as she
hushed you to sleep was sweetened with
the name of Jesus. Probably you' cannot
recollect a time when there were not some
holy agencies at work upen your heart;
and you recollect the effect they had dpon
you, even at the very beginning, when even
as a child your little prayer at night grew
fervent, and you sobbed yourself to sleep
with grief for having done wrong. When
the sweetness and beauty of Christ, and
the happiness of believers were set before
you in your youth you often felt drawn to
the cross. Nor was it in childhood alone,
for as you grew older agencies adapted for
your growth were prepared by inflnite
love. Some of you fell into the hands of
sincere Christian men and women, who did
not cease to instruct you and to warn you;
and sometimes, as you must remember, if
you will but try to do so, you were, like
Agrippa of old, ‘“almost persuaded to bea
Christian.” You promised, you resolved,
you began even to pray, but, alas! your
goodness was as the morning cloud, as the
early dew, and soon passed away; but yet
you do remember, do you not, that it was

<there? Since then, though you have Been
immersed in business cares, you have not
been altogether without some thoughts to-
ward Jesus the Saviour. An earnest ser-
imon has driven you home to your knees ;
affliction has frequently compelled you go-
lemnly to consider; the death of others has
made you pause,’and foreed yon to hopeful
resolves. Can you count up the many
times in which you have come to a dead
halt, and have raised the question, “Shall
I go further or shall T turn?’ Your soul
has been half constrained to say within
herself, « Things shall be altered. I will
be no longer an ungrateful child to my good
-God, byt T will ‘arise and go unto my Fa-
ther.” ' 'Yeé sought for David to be king
over you in times past, some of you, but,
alas! ye have not crowned Him yet.
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MOVED BY SPECIAL OCCASIONS.

These impulses have been usual in yow
at certain times, and.these. find a parallel
in the case of Israel. The tribes desired
David for king on certain occasions. For
instance, whenever Saul was more than or-
dinarily oppressive, they sighed for the son
of Jesse, who was of a gentler mould.
Whenever sin begins to be oppressive to a
man, he has for the present some wish to
escape from its tyranny, Sin is-a very
hard task-master, especially some forms of
it. Let a man pursue the sin of drunken-
ness, and “who hath woe? who hath red-
ness of eyes” like to him? = Let a man fol-
low the lusts of the flesh,-and his very body
soon begins to smart beneath the lash of
his despotic vices. Even now the earnest
of sin’s wages is something dreadful for a
man to receive. Haye ye never seen a
spendthrift brought to beggary and rags?
Do you wonder that when his hungry belly
accuses him he promlses better things, and
in a measureis sincere in his good resolves?
Selfishness itself calls upon men to quit
their evil ways which are ruining them
body. and soul, and it 13 not at ‘all wonder-
ful that so loud and near a voice should for
a time be heard. Some of you know well
when it has been so, when your sin has lost
its pleasurableness, when the beaded bub-
bles of frothy joy have disappeared from
the cup of sin, and it has become stale and
flat, then you have seen the hollowness of
the world and cried, “I would fain be a
Christian.”

"The Israelites, no doubt, often wished
that David had been king when they saw
their enemies gradually encroaching upen.
their territory, and threatening to subdue
them. They sighed and said, “O, for an
hour of David with his sling and his stone.
In the name of the Lord he brought down
the hanghty Phlhstme 0O, that he were to
the front again.” Have not you also, when
you have seen the strength of your growing
sins, and contemplated the ruin which they
will bring upon you, longed for a deliverer?
When _you have perceived what sin. will
surely bring upon you by-and hy, in another
world, and how even now it holds you in
bondage, have you not wxnhed for a Sa-
viour, ay, wished for the Christ of God to
come and smite your. sins and overthrow
Satan and set you free? I am sure you
must have had such wishes when sickness
has made death appear to be a.pproachm‘g,i
when ]ndgment has begun to be re
and the terrors of wrath to come. Ye
thought of Jesus in times p_a.lt,, to be King
over you.

And have yon not also, like Israel, often
longed for your true ng that ‘you mxght.
at length’find rest? 'The civil war mpst
| have inflicted much misery upon the nation,
and therefore the W

|to be ended, :
king, 8o, too, yoh wish 'that ‘your hear
were p‘éwéfnl and quiet, for ‘How ypn arq

ill at ease.!” Y’q-"lo;‘_g your p
| sins, - lm y‘on are not euy
| bed is shorter than a
eei! upon it ind 'y you know
that you enjoyed tha%ﬁ&‘peao the botﬂ—
‘dénce, M‘Wﬁoﬂ%%&t

it rpm' ‘ﬁ'oﬁ‘
w mxd

'véal '}

Hlﬁf“‘*" VW AW TY

‘your future life jand
! ¢ are so blamable |
) refuse to learn, |

realized, |

IR IS L
exert. urS_ el es {e"
tare; yi ha p nee

help of the worfd the flesh, and the dev11
to overpower the force which held you
awhile in its grasp. Some men battle for
damnation with a greater force than others
strive after eternal life. The way of trans-
gressors . is sometimes hard, in this sense,
that they find it difficult to continue as they
are; they are so persecuted by the persua-
sions, warnings, and entreaties of good men,
and their conscience is so alarmed as to give
them little or no rest.  Alas, their neck is
as an iron sinew, and they are set on mis-
chief, and dedpite the inward calls which
bid them seek: Jesus for their King, they |
turn & deaf ear to the tenderest wooings,
and continue as they were ; but not without
an awful increase of guilt.

Listen to me, ye.who are described in the
language I have used ; listen and learn wis-
dom. Nothing has come of all the seckings
of your youth and your after days. Ye
sought for David in times past to be King'
over you, but nothing has come of it!
Nothing has come of it even to this day.
You saw that religion was right, you did
not argue to the contrary, you admitted all
its reasons, you so far yielded your under-
standing that you would ‘even defend the
truth against opponents; but what of all
that? To admit a thing to be right is but
a small part of t.he matter, if you praeti-
cally deny it by your indifference. You
have wished that you were a Christian ;
you have wished it hundreds of times, but
this also is vanity, if carried no further.
“ If wishes were horses beggars would ride,”
and so, if wishes were graces the careless
would be saved. You know, too, that you
went beyond wishing. You regretted thag
you were not already decided, you felt
very.much ashamed of yourself for having
resisted so long. If anybody had told you
that you would be hesitating now, you
would not have believed it. But it is even
worse, for now you'do not feel half so much
as you once did. You were more impres-
sible years ago than you are now, and,
speaking a{ter the manner of men, you are
now far less likely to be saved. = You know
it is so, and yet you did at that time, after
a fashion, pray, and, after a sort, you were
in earnest. But what of all that ? Nothlng
has come of it. Still you are in darkness,
still under the dominion of Satan, still the
slave of sin, and so you will be in ten years’
‘more time, I fear; and so you will be to the:
end of. hfe, and so forever and forever!
May God gnnt. that my words may not be
prophetw concerning any one of you, but
that you may this very day be moved by
the Eternal Spirit to take decided acuon
through His grace. « Now then do it.”
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more than queitxon, because they continue
in fnown sin, and yet they complain that|
they cannot find peacé. | How can they?
If you meet with a person who drinks upon
the sly, and is frequently half intoxicated,
if your hear him say that he ‘cannot find

not feel that he is a hypocrite? How can | agains
men and women continually fuddle them-
selves with drink, and yet hope to be child-
ren of God? Give up your abominable
tippling. Do you think Christ i is going to
save sots, and let them continue to make
beasts of themselves? To prate about bemg
saved and ir secret worship the bottle, is
clear lying, and next door to blasphemy.
Talk about having a Saviour, and continue
to get drunk: I marvel that you do not
permh like Ananias and Sapphira. Another
man is carrying on his trade in 2 way which
is dishonest, and yet he whines and cants
about not finding peace with God. Do not
his own words tondemn him? = What has
he to o with peacé? How can he conti-
nue in sin and yet be saved from sin? 0,
sirs, be not deceived; your sins and: yoﬁ
must part, or Jesus will Bikve nothing to do
with you. Do you think so badly of mx
Lord as to dream that He will p!mﬂer to
your passions by giving you liberty to li!’t
in sin and yet go'to heaven? For shame
Has Christ come to play the lackey to yohy
lusts, and let you do the work of Sa
and then receive the wages of tlie gothy
O no, there must be a clean sweep of thd
false to make room for the true 3 we mnhq,
have no Ishbosheth if David is to be 1xing
Though you may not uttam perfectlon, ye‘
in your desires you must be perfect; you
must from your heart put away every smglq
'sin, be it of ‘what shape it may, however
pleasurable or, painfal it may appear. OH
must come the right arms, and out must go
the-right-eyes. It were better for you to
enter into life maimed and blind than that |+
you should perish in your transgressions.
The main point, however, is to do it
really and at once to make Christ Jesus
King. And to this end we must believe in
Him or trust Him. It is this trusting Jesus
Christ which is the essential point, for out
of it grows the repentance which renounces
every false way. Wheén a man fully and
honestly trusts Christ with his soul, he is
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vhile'Jesus is being rejected.—
We do not suﬁicxently think of the dishonor
‘done to Jesus by base delays. ~ All the while
that Tsrael did not accept David as king,
David was being badly .treated. He who
fought the Philistines for them, he whose
valor was Israel's rightarm, whose band of
men was the amt,d and shield of the nation
zém was . being kept
1 throne; his merits
forgott.en, his elaims ignored.  Soul, by re-
fusing Him His throne, you are treating
Jesusill. Think of your previous impulses,
and as you consider them answer me this
questlon-we;e they wrong ones?  When
in your childhood you felt such strong de-
sires. after Christ, were ‘they not commend-
able desires ? Why, then, do you not carry
them out? If you were wrong in checking -
them, then why should you continue to act
so unwisely ? If they.are returning now,
why not entertain them heartily? - Remem-
ber, moreover, that though. you had these
holy impulses, they passed away : have you
any reason to hope that they will ‘continue
with you now 2 Will they not again melt .
in thin air? TUnless God, the almighty
Spiht, at this txme shall lesd you to take
decided stops,” you ‘will resolve to-
day, and re-resolve, but edntinue still the
same. ~Of all things the most pitiable sight
to my mind is a ' man who has light enongh

to know he is wrong, but not grace enongh
to forsake the evil. = It.is wﬁbhto See a

soul under xmpnlsea 'whoh ‘rgc it toward
the right, and yet 31 ‘a captive to
that accursed | "which enslaves it to
the ldst degree.  Alas, how many put bitter
for sweet and sweet for bitter, and there-
fore will not come unto Christ that they
might have life. Such is the state of man:
such is the atate of some of you. May God
have mercy on you for Christ's sake! It is
mine, however, to return distinetly to the
charge of my text ‘ad say, “ Now then do
") Sty O,Qms, I wish you wou]d do’ a8 one
did a little while ago. I was preschmg :
and T said that if any man s;noerely went
to God confeumg his sin, and just trusted
Clmsttouvehm.:f Kédldnotmvelum
I wished he would write ,me,t ‘note to let
'me knowit, for I had been so ao‘q\nmmed to
declare that He would not cast out :
came to Him that I should like to know if
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