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pointed by a’ Leglslatn'e Committee, buj
to show the regard in which he was held,
and the value placed upon his abilities,
judgment, and wisdom by those who at
that'timehad in charge \the most popular
and successful system of ¢ommon schodl
education in England.

In closing his letter « T. H. R,” says Mr.
Duval’s school in' St.
branch' of the Provincial Training school
on 1st August 1848, and that “this was
the beginning of his long and valued edu-

‘| eational services, in connection with the|

public schools of this Province.”® The
inference is that Mr. Duval for the previous
three years of his labors in St. John, had
been donducting a private school. Let us

* |for a moment look at the facts.

On the 15th May 1845, the'Executive
Committee of the: British and Foreign
School -Society, wrote'to Mr. Duval that

{they had  “received an applicaticn for a

person to be ‘sent out to' New Branswick;
to lay the basis- of a system of eéducation
for that colony,” and urged him to aceept |

'| the position. This application eame from

the Rev. J.. C. Galloway, Secretary to the

| Committée of Public'Education, St. John,

N. B., which committee we learn from his
letter; had been appointed at one of a num-
ber of Public Méetings, called in the inter-
ests of - common * school Edueation. The
Secretary writes 1 “The Committee repre-
sent- the . leading religious deénominations,
and are as mpootlble men as the cxty con-
t&lﬂl—” %o
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| a want of due attention to the foundations |

date ofhxs ﬁrst amval in St. John City.

I am glgq that the letter of « T. H. R”
has afforded ;me an opportunity of more
fully doing justice to the memory of one
who was a personal friend of the writer for
nearly“a quarter of a century, and a co-
worker with -, him both in the School and
in the Church.

8t. Jotin, Oct. 19,1878,
Testimony for Christianity.

Newton was & Christian! Newton,
whose mind burst forth from the fetters
fastened by nature upon our finite concep-
tions—-Newton, whose s¢icnce was truth,
and the foundation of whose knowledge of
it was philosophy ; not those visionary and
arrogant presumptions, which too often
‘dsurp its name, but philosaphy resting upon
the  basis .of mathematies, which; like
figures, cannot lie—~Newton, who carried
the line: and rule to the ‘uttermost barriers
of creation, and explored the principles by
which all created’'matter exists snd is held
toget.her 41

" Bat:. this- extrsprdxury man, in; the
tmghty :paqh of his mind, overlooked, per-
haps, the errors which & minuter investigs-
tion of the created. things of this earth
mlght have taught him.. What shall then
be said of the great Mr.: Boyle, who looked
into _the organic, structure of . all , magtter,
even to the inanimate substances which |
the foot. treads upon?: Such a man may
have been gualified 0 look up through na-|
ture to. nature’s God. -¥et the result of all
his contemplations was the most. confirmed
and devout belief i in p.u which the atheist
holds in - contempt,,. as despmable and
drivelling superstition..,

But this error, mlght, perhaps, arise from

J.M.

of hqma,n mdgmqm, and to the structure
.| of that understanding which.God has given

- “Mmlysmamugﬂ ‘Let that
860 a | question be answered by, Mn Locke, who, |

‘to the highest pitelr of  adoratiofi and. de-
‘votion, was a Christian—Mr. Locke, whose

M office was.to detect the. eryors of thinking, |
‘by going up to the  yery fountains of

bhougbt, and 10, direct. . into the proper
track of reasoning the -devigus mind of}
man, by; showing . him its whole process,

| from the first perceptions of sense. to the

last conglusions.of ratiocination ; putting a
rein upon false opinion, by practical rules|.
for the conduct of human judgment.

But these men, it. may be said, were only
‘deep - thinkers, and lived in; their  closets,
unaccustomed to. the traffic : of the world |the
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as it were, in one sublime chorus to cele-
brate the truths of Christianity, and laying
npon its holy altars the never-fading offer.
s of théir immortal wisdom.— Zord
rskme

Mr. Spurgeon on Evangelism.

‘At a late meeting of an association of
his e¢hurch for evangelical work, after the

reports had been read Mr. Spurgeon rose
and said :

“ Now, you have heard a chapter out of
the Acts of the Apostles; it is just in the
same style, there has been nothing said
about resoihuons that were moved, but
ever has been about work that has
been done. What has been done is all very
well, and what we are thinking about doing
is better, but what has been done is best of
all.’ "When I think of the 1,084 services
that have been - heéld, I must rejoide, and|;
will rejoice that Christ is preached. .

We do not know how many souls have
been won to God ;eternity will reveal that.
I'very much dislike the system of putting
down how'many people havc been convert-
ed. A womad said to one of our brethren
a little while ago, “ If what you preach is
tl'ue,lamalo.twoman” esaid, ‘T am
sure it is,” and she replied, « ¢ 1 have been
to the revivalists an bave been saved ten
times; ‘and it has never been any good, it
has been of mo use whatever.’ ' I'know that
our friends do mnot go in for that sort of
thing ; they desire that there shall be a real,
true work of e in the heart; they t
to kill in the name of the Lord before they
make alive,

My thoughts have heen dwelhng upon
the good these young men have got through
going out to preach for Christ! I am sure
there are many  here to-night who would
pever have dared to address a hundred
jpeople unless they had begun by .speaking
to a half-dozen. I always feel deep sym-
pathy with our young frfends' when they

are on & long sentene¢e :’ they aré just like
Blondin on the tight-rope, they have a long
balanei e which they try to carry as

easily as if  they took it to bed with . them

every night, and what a relief it is when
they do’ get to the further cnd of the
sentence, hwmgmly dmpdad two or three
¢ s, whieh 'they will-be-sarevo-pick up
in the/ wrong place, and only left out
o:hmatxve or verb. altogether. . After

oing that'seyeral times, same of them
ha\'e been able ‘to talk when they had not

anything tosay. ' The art of speaking is
ort m%e acquired by speaking; and the|

art of getting. at the human ‘heart can only
be acquired by havmg gained the human

"1 do believe thit ' “preaching is the ver
 best means of grace to the pl-ucker’s soul.
I can understand Paul, ina different |
sense from that in, whi uthred it,
“ Unto to me who am the 3 a%l s}a:u:;tﬁ,
is the means ven, that I sho
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ed, but justitied ; the completeness of his
salvatlun as certain as its mc1p10n(‘\

2. Assurance. T find in the New Testa-
ment these three forms of expressions—
“ assurance of understanding,” ¢ assurance
of faith,” « assurance of hope,” and the
ephlthet fuwll is perfixed in each case. [
suppose, however, that the term assurance,
in the question before us, isused in a differ~
ent sense. It secms here to mean a per-
suasion of the certainty of salvation. .It
implies confidence on the part of those who
possess it, that they are saved, so far as
salvation is present, and that the y will be
saved, so far assalvation is future.” Where
faith exists, to say nothing of other Christian
graces, there is no presumption in suck
assurance. - Indeed 1t is compatible with
the deepest humility. This was exempli-
fied in Paul who said, I know whom I
have bélieved, and am persnaded that he
is able tokeep that which I have committed
to him against that day.” He who spoke
thus confidently said a{so, “ Unto me who
am less than the least. of all saints is this
grace giver.” But it may be thought Dby
sonte, that Paul’s assurance of salvation
pertained to his apostolic charaefer. To
this view I demur. It had to do with his
Christian ctaracter. Nor is there any good
reason why a Christian may not enjoy an
assurance of salvation. Tnis is a Christian
#rivilege, but it is probable that a majority
of Christians.do not enjoy it. This leads
me to say,

8. The Question bqfore us must be

ry answerednegatively. Saving faith in Christ

does niot necessarily carry with it assurance
of salvation. The question is not whether
this assurance may be enjoyed in some
cases just as soon as faith embraces Christ.
I do not' deny this. It may be so, and
probably is so. I concede this, but insist
most earnestly that faith does not ~neces-
sarily carry with it an assurance of alvatiofn
The assurance in most instances may follow
the faith at longer or shorter intervals, but
does not have a ‘simultaneous connection
with it. To believe in Christ is one thing ;
to believe that we are Christians is another,

The latter belief is involved in. assurance
of salvation. That is, we ean have mo
rational persuasion of onr salvation without
being persuaded that wo ave Christiams.

Ti'the ‘first ‘exercise of faith, Christ is so
exclusively the object that engrosses . the
mind, that the believer. scarcely expends n
thought on whether he is a Christian, | He
rather thinks of himself as a sinner and of
Clirist ag- 4 Baviour. After believing in
‘Christ he may /Seripturally and logncally
draw the conclusion that he is a Christian,
which conclusion is an assurance of salva-
tion, He may reason in syllogistic form
thus: Those who repent and belieye in
| Chrisy arein a spved state’; I have repented
and believed in Christ: Therefore L ai in
a saved state. Or, he may make the grace
of love the prominent word in his pre;;mea,
and draw gus conclusion accordingly. I
present the matter in this light because, 1

| think that by a process of reasoning,

e believe in Christ, we settle the q 1on
that we are Christians, which is equiyalent
to an assurance as the sequence of faith and
pot an essential part of it. T ¢an Wm
&emomof gloomy constitutional

may ° truly believe in Christ

lminmr, in,this life; enjoy an asstmance

ays/| of salvation, , Let ns, however, remember
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that this assurance is onr privilege, and

Plthat it will become’ more’ and more _satis-

factory as our faith rises from one degree

Lord of strength to another.

.. The question was discussed by - several

_ Ifatz_hn’ and Dr, Pendleton ed:
ieved it a great mistake to ound

| believing in Chr?st with believing that one

s a’ Chnstxan He made this mist He

was a_poor ignoraut boy; he had sought
salvation. for two ‘years, beginning at 15
ton, | years old, At first he thought it was a
“véry sxmple matter ; he had no proper con-
' of sin ; he thought that by praying
-he wonld brmg God“ander obligatian t6
save him; but God~led him along, and
Fmod his eyes,and gave him juster views
his sins’; he saw that he deserved God’s
‘wrath, and that God would be just in his
condemmfiation ; he could not seé¢ how God
dould save such & sinmer; he gave all up;
thel  he saw the justice of God; he felt
that if he were sentto hell, he shoulﬂ take
God’s side, and. say, « God is right ; God’s,
law is nghteous ”" He had the tranqulhty
of @espair ; he did not expect to be saved ;
yet-he asked God if there was any tnorcy,
I, | that it might be: extended to hxm “ And
his | I remember (ean I ever foxget xt.? I was
of | reading that Scripture, ¢ We Christ
crnciﬁed " and for the ﬁrst tlme I had a

view of God as ust, and saving the
sinner_for; J em n.kc* at once I was
t u never entered
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