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LESSON a. ‘MAY 2. 
THE FIERY FURNACE. 

Daniel 1i1./21-27; B/C. 580. 
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LESSON OUTLINE. 
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HISTORICAL CONNECTION. 

Years passéd ‘on, and What Jerome says’ was 
true of the Babylonian King: “We 8 forget 
“the truth. ‘He who had been worshi ping the 
servant of God asif he were God, now Baked an 
fmageé of himself, that he ‘may Be Worbhipped.” 
He goes further still. Fé haikes the penalty for | 
refusing to’ posers om ‘4 t6 be cast into 
the midst of ‘a fimace’ ‘=a form 
‘of 'punishméit ret A Assyrian monuments 
show to Have been common, centuries before | 
the ‘days of ‘Nebuchadnezzar. - At the set fime 
of worship, however, a few men remained gtand- 
ing. They would not prostrate themselves be- 
fore the image, They weve accused, brought 
before “the "king, offered another tal, ‘and 
threatened ; but they replied that they wonld | 
not serve: the king's gods, nor’ worship the im- 
age that he had set up. Then was Nebuchad- 
nezzar full of fury. - The heat of the furnace was 
greatly increased, and the “ three worthies,” as. 
they are called, were thrown into it. 4 

i they were LOR As. hath made them four? © 

Even Hike of God God 90 cried 
The tyrant, when in one fierce flame v1 
_ The mart 's lived, the murderers dled.” ” 

e. 
EXPOSITION. 

BY PROF. 6. B. D. PEPPER. D. D 

| Preliminary Explanations. 

The date (B. '0. 580) is not certain. The ‘place 
(vs. 1) may perhaps’ be marked by a row of 
mounds near the ruins of Babylon, as these 
mounds bear the name of Dura, and one of them, 
46 feet square, and 10 feet high, of unburnt 
brick, nay have served for ‘the pédestal of this, 
very image. “The héight of’ the image (00 feet, 
vs. 1), doubtless includes the pedesta); as other- 
wise its breadth (0 feet) would be ott of propor- 
tion for the htifan ov orp Rp Nt 
that in" his fife there was"at Bi Live AR an ‘id 
image of gold, twelve cubits “hig ‘The mic 
terial is said tobe gold; but not ‘solid gold. 
image, perhaps of wood, was cotéred with got 
and hence to’ the eye was gola. hé p pose of 
its ew Rp ecogr 
agéncy of the national gc 'S 

. pre ree pes me 
down before it was to’ 
sovereign power, ‘to ‘the 
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—and all other pretended di 
rious~-niere mothings, «1 warn 

VERSE 31.~Thése then For’ their righ 
names, see'i; 19; for" their office, and cause for 
their promotion, see ii. 49, and the confection: 
for their offence, and the task.and motive of its 
disclosure, see iii. 12, and the connection. The 
fierce wrath of - the king to them: shows no hos 
tility to the Jews as a class, nor a forgetfulness 
of the services of Daniel. Chapsi; 2. He could 
not, as a heathén, understand Whe religious 
views and spirit of the Jews, rrp PES 
sibility of their disobedience to the royal word 
from conscience, and not from simple disloyalty. 
His i mae perfeatly natural for such #: sov- 
ereign so situated and so disobeyed. Bound, 
etc. Punishment by burning , even 
long rnd cgi wa nes 3 

Soma tid oe Yt , and also to leave 
on this account foes not indicate; 

as the bonds and the clothing are both; 
ed with a to the p51 dg 

ds this was the 

hronghin no mention is made 0 

| this language intramed. 
#51 gest way, the 

{them. For the immediate results of the mira- 

mention- 
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VERSE 25.—Four _men.—All called men, be- 

cause even the-fourth had a human form. 
Loose, The metal chains were dissolved, though 
they ‘were the vy things that would naturally 
be the’ last to dissolve: Everything that was 
against them was Brought to nought. Walking 
in the midst of the fire; Not.only not consumed, but 

alive; not only alive, but ble. to stand ; not only 
standing, but freely w g, and that in the 
very midst of the fiery fury. The flames, the 
heat, were still there; not quenched, but only 
“the violence” was made null as to effects. He- 
‘brews xi. 84. The, Son -of : God. + Or, rather, a 

4 ar ods—a Divine being, according to his 
heat nish ‘conceptions of ps, i many, The 
king was, however, neater right ‘than hé knew; 

Eternal Sen<tlfe Angel of the 
Covenant. £0) 3 
VERSE Brndina near to, the city ‘ete. See 

Al } 

| | above, on verge 21, We see, in this, action the 
emotion of the king—the vehement. energy of 
his nature turned now from rage to fear, from 
desite for the death” ‘of ‘thé ‘three ‘to desire for 
their presence. ¥eservaiits of thenost high God. 

He thus pwns their God to be the highest, though 

—
 

Je goes not itiaiexd nation’ 's gods. Ae knew 
‘such a mi tad never been wrought hy 

these ; and Hex | aif ‘thie’ rehearsal and inter- | 
Fi | orbtation of his visions, the God of the Hebrews 

bad established a elaim to be called the highest. 
Come forth [that is, out of the furnace], and come | 
[that is, to me]. "Came forth. They might have | 
come without his call; but God woul compel | 
the Kitig’s'dokilowlodgment) which'was made in 
this call. . We] ate ed of Peal words, 
sed ther ofigh, 8 otprEvh 0; 
VERsE 27.—The princes [satraps), ¢ ote. They 

were, in immense n mbers, presen from all 
| parts, halaman oop dedication of the image. 
So was the oceasion one in which God: could 
and did make widely known his supreme power. 
Whether , Daniel was present, or how it comes 

him, is not! 
known. These high officers prosdat themselves; 

| and} no doubt, tidy Apolied: with eager wonder, 

of God's protection of 

cle, see verses 27-30. 

. COURSE OF THOUGHT. 

I. THE EXECUTION. Verse 21. 

{| crossed the will of earthly power, and so the 
blow fell. It ever has been thus, and still is, 

though the formé of the blow change. (2.) The 
execution did not, move the. ors from 
their confession.” They’ Ail That God might 
save them—they did not know that he would. 

 honit wa or did not, that was his matter; 
1it was, to be, true fo him... Do, duty; leave | 

to God the issue. Better to, die, than ke sin, 1, 

e IL THE ACCIDENT.—Ve: 
“(1)) Death stritek’ those fof Whom it was not 
intended. ‘There is only oie i rv indeed 5 
xi sure never os HORM DER 
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© (1.) Thesenténce was rigidly executed. Piety | 

+ ut thei prove not intended | turesof 

con-| 

Jomnirkcs gph than he, hed approved. The | 
judgment; 

TEMPERANCE. 
Only a few weeks before his death, Rev. 

William Arot of Edinburgh wrote as follows in 
reference to the great evil Sigoy from the use 
of tobacco: 
“I don’t smoke; I never smoked; God helping 

me, I never will. I have lots of reasons, more 
than I cotild crowd into one paper: ‘but here are 
soine, taken as they rise to memory. - I'have 
sons, somé of them grown up, and some grow- 
ing. Whatever difference of opinion there may 
be as to the effect of tobacco on the health of 
men, I believe, all ave agreed that it damages at 
the root the constitution of youths, if ‘they use 

it before they reach manhood. Now, coramon 
sense and all experience teach thata man weak- 

ens his influence immeasurably if he himself 
smokes and tells his boys to abstain. If you 
can éncourage them to do a8 you do, you stand 
on a firm footing, and havea mighty purchase 
on your child. Thiet isa wathiod that, God will 
bless; 

which is so, big that it seems to me to.compre- 
held nedrly all others within it. Tt is that the | 
use of tobacco iakés'it Bs difficult to be a 

| Christian<<hindersa Christian mightily in being 
[a true witness to his Lord., I am accustomed 
(now to. pity greatly Christians who are also 
smokers. The practice not, only drains the life- 
sap out of the smoker's cheeks, ‘it also drains 
| charity otit'of the smoker’ssonl. Many sthokers 

n | succeed in living a Christian life till their Lord 
calls them hence, in spite of this great obstruc- 

| tion, just as many youths contrive to wriggle 
forward into manhood with somewhat sallow 
cheeks and somewhat sukeneyes, i in spite of the 
tobacco poison. Yet it remains true that smok- 
ing, to a. greater or less extent, inishes the 
strength and beneficial efféets of ‘a°Christian’s 
graces. The tender regard for othérs; the will- 
ingness to suffer rather than inflict an injury; 
the. watchful, glad grasping at opportunities of 
‘doing to others as you would have them do to 
you—all this is sapped and weakeved at the 
foundation by tlie smokér’s appetites and 
habits.” 
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HE Subscribers are now ready to supply their eus- 
tomers, friends and the public in general with 

Groceries of the -choieest and pow (qualties, consist- 
ing in part of— 

TEA—oNg ou, Souchong, Oolong, Japan and Hyson. 
SUGARS— rushed, Granulated, Pow dered and Scotch 

Refined. 
RAmSINS—Lay fe, London Layers, Sultans and Loose 

Muscatel. 
URRAN Ts—Zante, fresh and new. 
SPICES—loves, innamon, Alspic e, Nutmegs, Mace. 
FLAVORING ede AC CTS— Burnett 8); Lemon, Vanilla, 

loves, Rose 
Nv RL) {met iors: Walnuts, Caistina, &o. 
APPLES—Bishop Pippins,; Greenings, Baldwins, &ec. 
Bisourrs—Eng isk, Ame rican, Canadian and Rankin’s 

all fresh. 
ANNED Goeons—Peaches, Pine Apples, Peas, Plums, 

orn ,Pears, Squash, Toriatoe 8; Sucéotash, Baked 
Beans, Tomato Soup, &« 

Jims AND JELLIES—Red Curr ant, 
Grape, Quinves; &q. | 

SYRUPS—Raspbe Strawberry, Lemon, Vanill a 
Lime Ju oe, Go. ad 

Together with a choice lot of Family Flour, Oatmeal, 
Commeal, Grey. Buckwheat, of JERE brands, which 
they offer at low est market price 

R.E. PUDDINGTON & CO. 

Black Currant 

VEGETABLE, AGRICULTURAL AND 
FLOWER SEEDS. 

ESH SEEDS fn all Rese. départmenta can be ob- 
tainell at the an bseribers ‘places of business, 

either in Digby, N. 8., or St. John, N. Ne Having made 
the Flower Seed business a cldlty, ng neither 
care or expense in the selection and adaption to the 

ular demand, he thinks he can ging tter satis- 
action than any other house in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces. og ge sent on‘application by post-card, 
or otherwise 1 pay Lire on all but Peas 
and Beans, which a r cents per pint. 
Orders accompanied by cash will receiye immediate 
‘attention. | 
He also offers at lowest pao es, Timothy, Red Clover, 

Swedish Turnip, Mangel Wurtzel, Beet and other 
Agricultural Seeds. . CHALONER, 
“mar 9 St. John, N. B,, and Digby, N. 8 S. 
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 DIPITTIEERLA ! 

yommeys ANODYNE LP LINIMENT will positively 
revent this teryible diseases, and will positively 

chro Rink cases in ‘ten. Information that will save 
any lives sent free by mail. Don'tdelay a moment. 

Gat is ett : than ed EL hod ry ‘& Co., 
‘Bangor, Maine. . feb 6—3m 

Spring. Millinery. 
les’ of American OW opening the  followi 

Straw Hats: Sowns, kal Ale, Thisbe, Claudia, 
; Estella, Opera, Paolo, (rt Park, Calir- 

mont, ephyT, Palisade, Mount Blanc, Paris, St. 
James, Victoria. 

SHARP & CO., 
mdr 27’ Corner King and Canterbury sts. 

Dried Apples. 

100 BES very “Choice Sliced Dried Apples; 
25 do. quarters i; For sale ic 

ap 10 a - BOSTWI C & CO. +] 

English Groceries ! 
UST) received per £. 8.8 Hibernian: atrect from Lon- 
don : 0 s. Coffee s .Cole- 

Paws he; og ; 5 sacks ee nares Pepper; Sens 8 “Seat 

Efined Sugar; § casks Raion y= ard ines, E. Ys fe Gel 

grim ok nfl and x retail 
h ik Bo a & CO: ~§ +1} RB OF VT BL HO 
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TO TEER PUBLIC! 

IF YOU DESIRE THE MOST RELIABLE 

FAMILY SEWING MACHINE 
BTY THEE eT 

IMPROVED FAMILY SINGER. 
Cheers have been frequently made to us t 

the effect that that other Sewing Machines occu- 
sion so much fatigue. 
antee that 

Lawlor's Family Singer Sewing Machine 
hak the easiest movenhmti of ad ) the md eg 
will Wot tire the most delicate RE Be, 44H ps : 
of the fastest Machines ever made, making five and a 
half stitches at one revolution, w hile most other m:i- 
chines make but from three to four, It thus does or 
third more work in thé same time.  Thisamachine also 
is 80 constructed that friction is at its minimum, aul 
hence the ease with whieh it is operated and the 
durability ; for we also contend that it will outlast a 3) 
other maehine ever presented to the public. Tt works 
to perfection on thin or thick goods, from gauze to the 
heaviest’ beaver cloth or leather, and with line 
thread, silk twist or cotton of any namber, 

It is scatcely necessary to say that this machine is 
no new fangled arrangement, puffed into forced sales. 
because its name is a house shold te Tm, known to every 
family in the Dominion as that of a “STANDARD MA- 
CHINE,—one that has withstood the te st, and one that 
is to-day the most rola bid mae “hing fn the market, 
The Family Singer Sewing Machine is manufactured 
by J. D. LAWLOR, of Méntieal, a- gentleman of long 
experience as a practical mechanic, and one wiro n: 1s 
been for a fiumber of years dole proprietor of a larg: 
fac ry turning out 100 of these beautiful machines : 
wee 
The undersigned is ae ared to deliver to any one 

rich or poor, wishing to buy a first-clss Family Sew ing 
Machine on the easiest ble terms. 
IF All kinds of Se Machines, Boot and Shoe 

Machinery, repaired and mproved. 

ESTABLISHED 1837. 

SALESROOMS, - - KING SQUARE. 

.E« P. HAMMOND. 

Now we are prepared to gua 
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REMOVED. 
The Subscribers have Te their stock of 

GROCERIES to the 

Y. M. C. A. Building, Charlotte St. 

Te stock eéonsists in part of 18 chests and half 
chests Tea; 5 ride. Sugar; 10 bbls Crushed do.; 

jo bbls. Flour; 7 do. Corn Meal; 20 bags Rice; 30 
Soda; 200 b: Salt; 50 bags and bbls. Fine Salt; 
gs assorted uts ; 10 Hbs. Dried Apples; 30 tins 

Ging r; 20 boxes Mustard ; 30 boxes assorted Canned 
Goods; ’s bbls. Lg Pork Fish, Beans, and a gen- 
iy assortment 0 Family Greceries, constgutly 
on hand. 
may 2 TITUS & DYKEMAN. 

CODFISH AND POLLOCK. 
N STORE: 200 Quintals Choice Table Codfish; 

i 50 do. Choice Table Pollock. 
For aple at lowest rates. 

MASTERS & PATTERSON, 
apl? a and 2 Jouth Wharf. 
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Established in 1587. 
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