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The Visitor's Lulpit.

[Divine Interpositions.

From a Sermon suggested ;by the loss of the
r“'Ir;rim:esﬂ Alice,”x(elelivered on Lord’s Day

Morning, September 8§, 1878, by Rev. C. H.
Spurgeon.

« He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out
of many waters.”’—Psalm xvifi. 16.

We are not as those who believe in two
co-existent forces, each supreme, one of
whom shall create disasters, and the other
shall distribute blessings. The prince of
evil is, according to our faith, subordinate
to the great Lord of all. Thus saith Jeho-
vah, by the mouth of his servant Isaiah,
«T form the light and create darkness; I
make peace and create evil ; I the Lord do
. all these things.” He reigneth in the calm
summer’s day, and givesthe precious fruits
of harvest, but He is equally present and
regnant in the hurricane which,destroys or
the blight which desolates. His provid-
ence speeds the ship to its desired haven,
but it is equally His providence which
sinks the barque and its mariners to the
bottom of the sea. Everywhere is God,
and in sl things His hand is present; in
the things which seem to us to be evil as
well as in the events which appear to us to
be good, God is at work. If not a sgarrow
falleth to -the ground without our Kather,
we are sure that no great calamity can be-
fall us apart from Him. He is not far
from us in our deepest sorrow, and how-
ever we may trace a calamity to the care-
legsness or the mistake of men, these are
but the second causes, and we see behind
all mere detail, the permit of the Lord. If

it were not so, mourners would be depriv-|

ed of the greatest reason for submission,
and the surest source of consolation.

We freely admit that we donot ufider-
stand this, and therfore we do not attempt
to explain it ;. but we believe and adore.
Happily we need not attempt to justify
the ways of God to man, for He asks no
defence at our hands, and deigns not to
give any account of His matters; this only
is our resolve, “Though He slay me, yet
will I trust Him.”

Now, the question which has ¥ery na-
turally suggested itself to many, is this,—If
there be a providence, why does it permit
these terrible evils? It is dreadful that
human life should be lost on such a scale;
God is omnipotent, nobody doubts that;
why then does be not interfere to save?
That shall suggest to us the first point of
our discourse this morning.

Frst, then,

MIRACULOUS INTERPOSITIONS IN THE CAL-
AMITIES OF LIFE ARE NOT TO BE EXPECTRED.

I am not standing here as an advocate
for Ged, to defend His character, because
he does not thus interpose, for to objectors
His sole answer is, “Nay, but O man, who
art thqn that repliest against. (0d . Tf
you will accuse your All\%aker He will not

care to answer you. You who have forged
the accusation may fashion an answer, if
it seem good unto you. Yet there is a
difficulty which none can_ deny, and that
difficulty lies in a fact. Why Is there an
evil at all, seeing that the good God is al-
mighty, and sits upon the throne? This
i§ the old puzzle which none can answer.
The negro put it in a very natural form when
he asked the missionary, if God be so much
stronger than the devil, why does He not
kill the devil and make an end of his mis-
chief? Just so; this is the top and bottom
of the matter. There is the question, but
who can answer it? A fool may raise in
an hour more objections than the wisest
man could remove in a century. Now,
the cleverest theory will not alter facts.
What you and I may think, is a very small
matter compared with what really is, and it
is quite certain that there is moral evil in
the world, and that thereis also a God;
that there is physicial evil in the world,
and yet love is supreme ; and that the Al-
mighty permits fire and water to destroy
His creatures, and does not 'inte to
rescue them, and yet He is full of tender-
ness and pity. There are some, of course,
who will dare to condemn their Maker, and
call Him by I know not what herrible
names. I have even heard such a word as
‘monster” hissed from between proud lips.
Again I say it is not -worth our while
to answer such objectors, because such
persons are not pervious to explanation,
nor willing to receive it; and then, agai
it is & 8 matter to the Most what
such, persons may think of Him. He does
as He pleases and asks no leave from His
creatures.

But now just for a minute let us consid-
ed the question which we trust is modestly
proposed. - Suppose that every time a
great danger threatened we might expect
a miraculous interposition from heaven,
what then ? The suppesition is not absurd,
for there might be such an interposition ;
we must admit the ibility, since Geod
is almighty. The train is thundering alo;
the iron way, it will dash into anether, an
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and' mah_had need to be another creature.
ysical, moral, and even spiritual
condition would bei.¢hanged from top
bottom.” Tt was ' the Lord’s arrangemen
that He -should put forth His power in
certain ways which we call thé laws of
nature, and by that arrangement He abides.
There is no such independent force as
“pature,” as some are always dreaming ;
nor is there any energy in mere laws of
nature, apart from God’s‘own power.. You
may write all the laws you like, but there
is no power in laws, theré miust be & power
in the king to earry out the laws. All pow-
er emenates from God, be it what it may ;
He is the source and fountain of all the
forces that opexate throanghqut creation ;
but he has been pleased from the beginning
to determine that His power shall usually
go forth in certain ways and under fixed
laws and regulations. He can suspend
these laws when He pleases; He can quench
the violence of fire, stop the mouths of lions,
make water stand upright as a heap ; but
He has notoften done so, and in these days.
He never does so. I think we canin a
measure see why ; for if such were the case
coutinually, the whole plan and purpose
with which He made the present world'
would have been abandoned, and another!
mode of power would haye taken its place.
Recollect, too, that whatever the plan of
God is, it is now being carried out 'under
the shadow of the Fal% There had been,
pose, .neither pain - nor. sickness, nor
sifghmg, nor death, had ‘there been no' sin.
If it had been possible for a race to have
multiplied from the glades of Eden,’ and
to have gone forth into a wider Paradise
as pure and holy as Adam first came from
his. Maker’s hands; I can belieye that there
would have been no famine nor war, no
catastrophe of shipwreck by ses, nor of
accident by land ; but however multitudin-
ous'the human race 'tight have become,
its records would have been all unstained
with agonizing details, such as'those which:
blacken the broadsheets of to-day. But,
alas, man-has fallen, and to a:‘race in such
a condition, it 'would not be consistent that
everything should be of sunlight and sum-
mer ; there must now be heard the roar of
the storm and the cry of death, as the fruit
of sin. TRender catastrophe” impossible
and what mark ‘would there “be of divine
displeasure for man’s revolt? Wherein
indeed would sin differ, as to its consequen:
ces, from obedience and holiness ? ink
for a little and you will see reasons for
God’s staying His hand from rescue.

Furthermore if interpositions were given
to save the lives of y men alone, as
some would have it, then this world would
beeome the place of judgment, which it is
not intended to be. It still remains among
persons as a superstition, that if ‘there is
an accident and people suffer; there must
have been some gpecial sin in the victims
of the disaster ; and yet the Lord has told

ns that the men upon whom the tower. of
Siloam fell were not sinners above others,

and the Galileans who were slain by Pilate
were not sinners above other Galileans. I

ray you dismiss from your minds the
1dea that a sudden death 18 necessarily a
judgment. Never draw any inference
from the 'destruction of a buiiding, or”the
wreck of a ship, or an explosion, or aught
of that nature, as to the character of the
persons who perished, for,if you do you
will be guilty of oruel injustice. 'What if
some gracious man be spared, ascribe the
deliverance to Providence, but dé not sup-
pose that' thosé ‘who - perished were less
gracious than he. You shall find that men
of bad character sometimes , where
saints are left to die, When Christ shall
descend from heaven with a shout, and
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sit upon His g’eat white throne;~then will
H'ev' arate the tares from the wheat, but
now they are to grow together. Then He

will bput the goats on the left and the sheep
on the right, but for the time present they
feed inthe same a‘Ylastnrel." One event hap-
})eneth to them all ; a8 it'ha to/the
fool potﬁn r(;edfu it:also te. the wise. 'ﬁﬁs
is not the land of judgment, but of long-
suffering ; not the place w t"l'a‘in God'g vgs
séntence, but waiteth’ patiently’ awhile.
There is z‘!u&gment of nations in the world
but that of individuals, with rare -excep-
tions, is reserved for the final account, |

Beloved, note: once again, if God - were
to interpose in the case | calamities, it
would involve many evils. For, observe,
if next year the mass of farmers 1ld re-
fuse to sow the fields, if over whole nations
the land ' should ‘be leftto produce only
weeds, there -would be great scarcity o

corn. Suppose that in sugk cases God
should inte

denly grow by miracle, that_our teeming
millions i escape  starvation, what
would' be ('the consequence? | Why, it

would - encour 1dleness -everywhere ;
meén would ny?g“e'l‘he Lord is too good to
let us starve, and therefore we may  allow
the plough to ‘rust, and dance away the
hours.” “Would that bé well?

again that when a contagious disease
iﬂ‘Pﬁ@‘P"ﬁP‘.‘he' sule
i from being fat

?ﬁh" ens ,Yé:l there is a hkh:??d : g\ﬁ
Bt 0 . en}" ;ﬂ “ M: :
"Eh ‘*w*in%oﬁ‘m ert, the
00 ' e wreck, what wonldhap

se and causé haryest to sud-'

Suppose |
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Why then, of course, every railway and
steaniboat company-might - go infor-aeei-
dents in any quantity, seeing they would
be harmléss, and might even'bécome' at-
tractive. - There would no lo be reason
for keeping a watch at the ship’s bow, and
no necessity for brakes and signals. ‘There
would no longer be any need to be careful
about h ife, but we might be-each one
as reckless as he pleased, and gratify him-
self with experiments which could not end
fatally. Suech a state of things would  de-
stroy many of the virtues, -and render
many vices harmless. I cannot suppose a
world regulated upon such a system ; I can
imagine god divinely interposing and sis-
pending His pwn laws now and then, as
P

leaseth Him, for some great purpose of
instruetion ; but it apppears wise and good
for all concerned that, having made man
what he is, the Creatos should rather leave
him to take the consequences of violating
the fixed laws of ‘matter, than make those
laws variable and uncertain. :
Again; dear friends; divine interposition
of a miraculous sort would not be attended
‘with the advantage to the ungodly which
we might suppose, because if there were
miracles of mercy on behalf of God’s peo-
ple, to snateh them from a watery grave,
or from the devouring element of _fire, or|
from. the deadly consequences of a collision
then we might expect to have, and natural-
lv should have miracles of judgment, too.
It i;on get into the wilderness, and manna
falls from hezven, and water leaps from
the rocks, remember you have 3lso entered
a- land where the earth openes to swallow
u&Komh‘,\ Dathan and Abiram, and where
the very sand breeds firy sérpants to sting
to death the rebels against God.  Youean-
not: have ‘the mercy-wonder interposing
without having the judgment-wonder side
by side with it, and on the whole it is a
more lenient mode of dealing on God’s
art'to let sinners alone, and let one event
\appen to all men for a while, because : the]
long-suffering-of God leadeath sinners to
repentance, and the serrow that falleth
upon the child of God is blessed to him.
. Neither would it be so great a gain to
the godly, as some imagine, to have their
lives ‘spared in time of danger. = We have
to die some day, brothers and sisters, and
we have nothing here below which might
make us anxious to postpone the hour of
departure. It is as well to die one way as
another; at least there is small choice in
the modes of death. If one was asked by
what death he should glorify God, he might
be long inchoosin g,an§ probably would then
choose that which would be most painful.
Some are afraid to go to sea’ lest  they
should be drowned, and yet there is little
réason for the fear. When acaptain was
asked whether he was not afraid to to

sea, said “Not at all.” =~ “Bnt your father
was drowned, captain?, “Yes.” “Your
grandfather ‘was drowned?”  «“Yes.”

“Your brothers' have been drowned?”
“Yes.” “Areyou not afraid to go to sea?”
“No,” said he “not at all; for I may ask you
the same question. Your father is dead ?”
“Yes.” “Where did he die?’ “In his
bed.” “And his father?” “In his bed.”
“And your brothers, where have they
died 7  “In their beds.” ¢ Are you not
afraid then to go to bed 7’ Certainly we
must die somewheré. or other, and we
shall not die one single minute before the
ordained period. I am a sufficient believ-
er in predestination to feel sure that every
bullet has its billet, 4nd that no death can
befall the man whom God ordains to live.

God hath appointed ' all things, and His
Sebple are safe everywhere, whether they
ie or live. 1 : A .

PROVIDENTIAL INTERPOSITIONS ARE FRE-
QUENT AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE.

- They ¢éan'often say, “He sent from above

He took ame; He w me_ -out of ‘many
waters.” Divine intei'position'l‘%fo;no in

the way of deliverance from floods of

How strikingl; as God delivered some of
us!  What kable preservations of
life we have enjoyed ; not miraculous cer-

tainly, but full of wonder for all that. We
)sage,ap much reason to praife J3od for our
&6 iveranice a8 if the laws. of nature had

been ed, for we have been as
oompmpraerved. What h?:t,’m
have had in the hour of sorrow, when one

lied, how has God hrought

God delivere Tl
God w ,,“Hi: nm.{m'
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of -those upom “who

nded renewed. . This is God’s mercy, | . b

troubles. Have you not éxperienced them ?|
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and let Him be praised for it. Sometimes
circumétances | have greatly ' changed; a
man has been going down hill for years as
to his  business, but something quite un
expected has happened, and he has just as
dually risen' to a ‘position of comfort.

was about to utter a paradox, and say ex-]
pect the unéxpectable. ‘Believe that'God
will do for you sométhing ‘which you know
nothing about, The Lord always has a
glan inreserve: You think he has reached

is last, and you will be left to perish ; but
it is not so. At the right mément He will
bring forth some new and surprising stroke
of wisdom, which He did but’ postpone to
the particular moment, so that when He
gerforms it, and draws His servant out of

eep waters, the praise and the glory will
she more fully redound to His name. “We
have known the Lord save His servants in
the hour of trouble by touching the hearts
of their enemies ; those that were most un-

most generous and thoughtful. * At “other
times enenies have died, or have been put
to confusion, like the wicked Haman when
he ploted the destruction of the Jews. The
Lord has- hanged up, Haman - that His
chosen might be delivered. Mordecai has
one from the 'km%';.gate to the 'king’s
ouse, and Haman has sscended from: the
king’s table to the king’s gallows. -1

not instance all the ways in which the Lord
makes clear "the pathway of His peo‘fl_e;
but this I know, that often in our lives

to sleep and had left  the .world . woind
ap like a watch to go without Him ; ‘but
those who have beén in sore affliction and
tribulation, and ' have been" bfought "out
therefrom, will forever bless a _
Him who is a very &mont-he,lp in trouble.
Yes, my brethren, the way which we have
come hitherto is as full of God as the eit
is full of men. There are deserts whicz
the foot of man hath néveér trodden; but
there is no' wilderness -where: the foot of
God hath not_been. ‘What say you, my
beloved friends, you are not fanatics, neither
has the enthusiasm of devotion carried you
out of your minds ; but are younot conseious
of destinet providential deliveranées? “Con-
scious of them,” say you, “indeed if we did
not speak of them with joy and thankful-
ness, the very stones on the street would
cry out against us for our wicked silence.
angoand many a time hath He sent
from above, and rescuned us.. We are, like
Moses, drawn out of the waters; and like
him we would be_servants of the Lord.”
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