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Rev. A. J. Stevens, A.B.

With profound sorrow we announce the
<ad tidings that the beloved pastor of the
I'redericton Baptist Church is dead. He
cutered into rest, Monday evening,  about
six o’clock. He had recovered from an at-
tack of diphtheria, and was prostrated by
crysipelas in the head, attended, as it usual-
Iy is, by delirium.

He was the son of the Rev., James Ste-
vens, well known in this Provinee and No-
va Ncotia, a veteran who has
: half century of ministerial life. )
educated at Acadia College, and graduated
His theological rain-
ing was received at Newton Theological
Neminary. He preached for short intervals
at different places during his College and
Seminary course.  In 1875 he was ordain-
o at Kentville, N. S., but his first pastor-
ate, and only one since leaving school, was
at Fredericton, whither he was called, and
entered upon his duties as pastor, in June,
The affection of his church and
congregation was secured generous
measure at once, and the bonds of union
and love have been cementing yet more
and more strongly during all the days of
his short but fruitful pastorate. A gra-
cious revival of religion, now progressing
in the Church, attests the
of his ministry.

Bro. Stevens was a young man of rare
promise, eultured in head and heart, pos-
sexsed of good judgment, tact, zeal for the
salvation of souls; and withall, loval to the
faith and work of our denomination. We
could secemingly ill spare him from our
councils in these times, when men of his
worth are so much needed ; and the Church
whose servant he was, in deep affliction
hewsils the mystery of that providence
which has so suddenly bereft them of their
cherished leader, dear friend, and well be-
loved shepherd. ¢ O Lord, how unsearch-
able are thy judgments and thy ways past
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finding out.” e was only in the strength
of carly manhood, aged thirty-one years,

His

Yes, gain.

11is last sermon seemed prophetic.
“To die 18 gain.”
Karth may present many tempting  fields
of service, which even an angel might cov-
et, but life in heaven, with its ministry in
the full blaze of the eternal presence is
cain.  Our Brother preached with faith in
truth of the text. He now knows by ex-
perience the infinite gain.  May all who
heard heed the message, and be also ready.
He leaves a wife and one child, and aged
parents who leaned upon him as a strong
staff.  Now that it is broken may the so-
lice of the promised Comforter be experi-
euce by each, and the widow’s God, and
Father of the fatherless be very near with
sustaining grace to bind up broken hearts,
:nd cheer with blessed hopes of meeting

“Beyond the waking and the sleeping
Beyond the sowing and the reaping.
* » * »
I.ove. rest, and home,—sweet, sweet home!
). how sweet it will be there to meet
I'he dear loved ones at home!”

text was:

*

*

Life and Death.

As we returned to this city on the 2:30
Train from Moncton we were forcably
rcminded of the fact that “Im the
midst of life we are in death.” The
Conductor Bro. Samuel Allingham, whom
we had known for eightcen years, and
whose voice we had in other days often
heard in praise and prayer, seemed to be
in the full enjoyment of perfect health, and
girded as a strong man to do battle ‘in the
straggles of life. .The ountlook for: length
of days with him was exceedingly bright.
He left us a few moments before reaching
Quispamsis, and as we were watching the
track from the rear window in the last car
of the Train, we espied the mangled re-
mains of a man upon the track. At first
we thought that some victim eof intoxica-
tion had been run over, but soon the cry
was made that our Conductor was missing,
ayd he was the subject of this melancholy
accident. Rapidly we hastened back to
fiud his fearfully mangled body lying across
the Southern rail, his left hand off, as well
w~ his right' foot, and his/ head terribly
bruised and nearly severed from his body.
The accident occurred on this wise.
had climbed on top the forward cars and|
was walking to, the rear when! his head
probably struck the Quispamsis Bridge,
and he was hurled down beneath the cars
instantly to yield his soul to God the giver.

Truly with him_ it happened ; “ There \is b
but astep between me and ” Helu
o ;,W‘:‘ .’ 4

and now absent front the body he is present
with the Lord. What all need is faith in
Christ that begets right living, and where
this is it makes no difference whether we
have time to bid earth » formal adieu, and
ask a heavenly escort or not. Jesus knows
our every want, and guidance to his glori-
ous presence shall never be-wanting to any
who have fled for refuge to the hope of the
Gospel. To his aged parents in Shediac
and relatives we bear our sympathy in this
dark hour, with the prayer that for them at
cvening time it may be light.

Forr years ago, the Rev. N. F. Ravlin,
of Chicago, left our denomination, and en-
deavored to build up a Free Will Baptist
Church in that city. He talked much
about the largorﬁl‘)erty and broader church
fellowship which he had attained, but the
Chicago baptists did not sce it, and he,
after working on for several ycars to build
up a Churgh in which baptism should be
made much of, and at the same time made
little of so far as the highest privileges of
Church fellowship are concerned, has seen
the impractieal character of the course
persued, and been persuaded of its non-
conformity to Apostolic precedents. He
has applied to the First Baptist Church in
Chicago for admission, and in his letter of
application, makes the following state-
ments:

Under influences which I need not here speci-
fy. I withdrew from the Baptist donomination;
but [ am satisfied the step 1 took was ill ad-
vised and hasty. I walked in unwise counsels
and by so doing made a sad mistake. I am con-
vineed I did wrong, though the error was one
of judgment, not intent. What I have seen
and known outside the Baptist denomination
has not conspired to make me feel at home, or
that I was in the place I ought to occupy. 1
desire now to return to the denomination,
and take my place in her ministry with the
same understood fidelity to the order of the

regular Baptist churches as is pledged in the
ordination of her ministers.

Rev.Mr. Ravlin is a man of considerable
ability, and reputable character, and his
experience shows the folly of insisting on
baptism as a ]n'm'equisito' to church mem-
bership, and then sleighting it by not let-
ting it stand, where in the Scriptures it al-
ways stands before the Lord’s Sunper.

SINGE writing our article last week we
have been asked to state the facts in refer-
ence to Bible Revision work in respect to
the Teloogoo Mission. The only version
of the New Testament available in Teloogoo
1s a tentative edition published by the
Madras Bible Society. This version
teaches that Baptism precedes regenera-
tion. It renders the Great Commission
thus: ¢ Having gone into all the world,
having baptized and having taught all
things, make disciples.” The chief reviser
has told our Missionaries that this order
cannot and will not be reversed. Baptists
cannot use and circulate this version with-
out stultifying themselves and giving their
support to the propogation of grievous
error. But one honorable course is left for
us and that is to secure a translation that
will faithfully set forth the pure Word of
God.

AXY one who reads the secular or religi-
ous press to-day must frequently be con-
vinced that many are writing under a
nom de plume, who if forced to sign their
own names to their articles would hesitate
to make statements they do. Cowardly
men resort to the practice and have their
fling at institutions and individuals who
would otherwise be unheard of, and their
rilence would be a public gain. If a man
has not the courage of his convictions and
is not willing to suffer the reproach of their
proclamation, if need be,jhe had better wait
for more light and more bravery. We
have far too much fighting in the dark,
and very often it is carried on with con-
temptible weapons, We would bail it as
a positive gain to good journalism if there
was more writing under ones own name.

MoxcroN..—LasT Sabbath we spent in
Moncton, and although the day was some-
what unpleasant, we were greeted with
large congregations, that nearly filled the
commodious edifice of the Baptist Church.
The call lately extended to Rev. E. M.
Kierstead, of Windsor, has been declined

| by him, and the Church still remains pas-

torless. Moncton, commercially, is still
progressing rapidly. The Peters Lock
and Brass Factory is nearing eompletion.
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The last session of the present Parlia-
ment was opened on Thursday, Feb. 5th,
by Her Majesty in person. The “ Queen’s
Speech ”” was read by the Lord Chancellor.
There is much that is stereotyped in the
« Speech from the Throne,” which is pre-
pared by the Queen’s ministers, and is sup-
posed to contain an indication of intending
legislation. It excites little real interest,
and does not in the present instance con-
tain anything to surprise the nation. It
has been the invariable practice for the
Speech to state that the estimates have
been prepared * with due regard to econo-
my ;" we observe this allusion has been
dropped, perhaps wisely so, by the pres-
ent Government. The fact is suggestive.
Satisfaction was expressed with the course
of events in Turkey. The reference to the
Zulu and Afghan campaigns were just
what the ministers might be expected to
make ; and they profess to be guided by
the same principles which have ever char-
acterized their policy. It is gratifying to
find the Irish authorities charged to make
ample provision and preparation for the
distribution of food and fuel, and the em-
ployvment of labor on more liberal terms.
We hope there will be something mere
than talk in all this. We are reminded of
the late Charles Dickens, who in 1854,
sent the following letter, in reply to an in-
vitation to be present at the opening of
Parliament that year.

Tavistock House, Jan. 25th, 1854.

My DEAR Sir.—I assure you that we are all
extremely sensible of your kind remembrance
and much indebted to youfor your invitation;
but though reasonablyloyal we do not much care
for such sights, and consequently feel that you
ought to bestow the places you so obligingly
offer us on some more deserving objects. The
last ceremony of that kind I ever saw was the
Queen’s coronation, and I thought it looked
poor in comparison with my usual country
walk. As to Parliament, it does so little and
talks so much that the most interesting cere-
mony I know of in connection with it was per-
formed (with very little state indeed) by one
man, who just cleared it it out, locked up the
place, and put the keys in his pocket.

My dear Sir, very faithfully yours,

CHARLES DICKENS.
Robert Rawlinson, Esq.

.DEFEAT OF THE LIBERALS.,

The Liberals have been defeated in the
two prominent elections of Liverpool and
Southwark. If this were an honest ex-
pression of political opinion, we should
not bave a word to say in opposition to
it, but we are painfully convinced it 1is
nothing of the kind. The fact is, the pub-
licans of England are welded into a solid
conservative mass ; they are boasting that
“thanks to the personal advocacy of Sir
Stafford Northcote, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, their interests are now perfectly
safe against all attack ;” they are holding
meetings, pledging themselves to support
a conservative candidate, not because they
share his political views, but because he may
be trusted to protect their monopoly.
These publicans possess the most power-
ful electioneering agency which the world
ever saw. Every public house is a club
and a centre, and every publican practical-
ly a well paid election agent.  The publi-
cans have at their command certain meth-
ods, of influencing votes by corrupt means
but which no law can reach. It is well to
look these facts in the face, when we hear
the talk about’ Conservative victories. It
was a humiliating sight at Liverpool to
see the Church of England temperance
party fighting side by side with the publi-
cans. Strange, but true. The Tories
boast of having the . “ parsons ” and the
“publicans.” The Lord deliver us from
such an unholy alliance. Alas! for Eng-]
land when Beer and Bible are connected
in unhallowed association. Where should
we look, and what our hope, if our con-
fidence were not in Ged, in righteousness,
justice and truth.

e

MR. SPURGEON HOME AGAIN.

It is impossible to any one to realize how
strong a hold the Pastor of the Metropoli-
tan Tabernacle has upon the affoctions .

.
3

Bot an actual witness

the flesh.” It will be a matter of great
joy and thankfulness to friends on both
sides of the Atlantic, and all the world over
to know that Mr. Spurgeon is safe home
again, and that his own statement is that
“he has returned greatly refreshed, and
hopes to have a long spell of active, happy,
and useful service amongst his people.”
The Lord grant to our brother ths desire
of his heart, is the prayer of a vast multi-
tude who “glorify the grace of God in
him,” who deeply sympathise with him in
sufferings, and who confidently believe
that in answer to prayer, his life will be
spared, and his health improved, to render
yet valued service to the Church and the
world.

Joun EpMuNp CRACKNELL.

For the Visitor.

DeAr Epitor,—You know that I am on
the North side of all our - brethren in the
Province, and hence have to contend with
more cold and frost. A winter’s morning
over here is really bracing, especially when
it is thirty degrees below zero, and you
have to ride eight or ten miles to fill an ap-
pointment. It would lead you to feel that
you were in a region akin to that of Old
Mount Blanc. The snow banks here are
not altogether perpetual, but they are ex-
ceedingly perplexing. This is my third
winter in this country, and if Providence
will be kind enough to let me goout of it
I promise you I will not spend a fourth
here. I decidedly object to a frost-bitten
nose any way. However I rejoice in the
prospeet of being thawed out pretty soon.

There is another thing we have over
here, and have it in abundance, that is,
Bass and Smelts. These beautiful fish are
caught in great numbers in the winter sea-
son. In the summer we have plenty of
splendid salmon. Just allow me to extend
an invitation to some of my brethren in
St. John to come and dine on a good Bass
with me, I want to return the compliment
to those especially who meet me in their
city, say about dinner hour and express
every great gladness to see me, and there
leave me standing on the corner of some
street: saying ¢ we will see you again,
good day.” I hope they may take comfort
out of the few last verses of the 25th chap.
of Mathew, particularly where it says I
was hungry and ye gave ne meat”’—“And
these shall go away into everlasting punish-
ment.”

The chief business here is, that of lam-
bering and fishing. There is another kind
of business transacted in this region that
turns out all kind of things. Such as
delirium tremens, poverty, shame, disgrace,
misery and death, all of which is sanction-
ed and tolerated, supported and defended
by legal power. So you see that we have
abundance of everything in the ¢ cold
North except money, religion and Baptist
Ministers. The two last mentioned artic¢les
are like the silver in Jerusalem in the time
of Israel’s wisest King, *“not much account-
ed of.” I believe I am the only Baptist
Minister between the Gulf of St. Law-
rence and Blissfield, situated mot exactly
“by the Brook Cherith” but on the Mir-
amichi; and am waiting for the “ravens ”
to come and feed me for I have but little
hope of being “fed by the Convention
Scheme.

I see by the VisiTor that many of the
Baptist Ministers in this Province are vis-
ited by brighter winged creatures than
ravens, that not only bring to their pan-
tries bread and fish but to their pockets
money. This is very pleasant indeed ; but
I really wish they would try some other
plan of communicating it. I mean that it
would be better to write it down in their
journals, und let these ¢sunny sides’
shine ont after «their death. I hepethey
won’t think.I am_jealous, beeause they.are
fed by angels and that under better shelters
than juniper trees. This is not so. The

reason is here, I pity the columbs of the|

VisiTor for they are made to groan under
such Gospel burdens and responsibility in
Qur’s in-

aiding to, break one of our ;Savio

junctions: “ Let not your left hand know |
| what your right hand doeth.” - I also hope

ill v‘not}be cross” at me
umble request, that you

v~' »
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Mr. Editor y
when I make Em

Reports were read from Missionaries,
Normanday, Rossiner, Coldwell, Spencer,
Trimble, Kempton, Fletcher, Crandéll,
Foster and Edwards.

Several of the Mission Fields are enjoy-
ing revival blessings.

Treasurer reported receipts for the
month $66.28. In consequence of the
smallness of the receipts we are unable to
pay the quarterly grants of the Missionaries
as they become due. Orders are ngw in
the hands of our Treasurer amounting to
about $900.00. The Missionaries are in
great need of their money. Will not all
who read this do something at once to as-
sist in paying this debt ?

GRANTS,

1. To the Jeddore Church to assist in
sustaining the work at the Head of Jeddore,
a subsidy of $40.00 per year. .

2. To the New Maryland Field, York
Co. N. B, a subsidy of $75.00 per year for
one year, Bro. Manzer, Missionary.

3. Rev. M. Ross a mission of six weeks to
Appion Road and vieinity, P. E. Island.
Hebron, N. S. A. Conoon,

Mar. 10th, 80. Cor. Sec’y.

70 the Members of the Church at

GREETING.—Among the choice blessings
of my pilgrim life is the privilege of read-
ing regularly the CHRISTIAN VisiTor. My
heart is kept in sympathy with the objects
of the Convention Scheme; which is of
necessity our own scheme, or plan ; because
we are part of the Convention. Thope you
have, as a church already taken up the
matter of raising one dollar per member
for the 100 members of our church. Per-
haps it is already done. If not, surely you
cannot permit it to be known, that our
church would refuse to do its part in so
grand and wise a work. Are we not a part
of the denomination ? Will not our exam-
ple be felt either for or against so glorious
a movement. Can it be possible that we
should be found against it? Pedobaptists
everywhere are in the partial darkness of
error. Are they not waiting for us to
bring them the light of the Truth? Hear
their cry—that rings full oft in my ears. .
“ Why dont a Baptist Minister come this
way and preach to us.” With shame and
sorrow we have to answer, we have a
great - many more churches formed, and
fields of labor staked out than we possibly
can get pastors for now, and the annual re-
ceipts of our Mission Treasuries scarcely
more than half supplies the real demands
of fields already opened, Brothers and
sisters,—does not Jesus demand of us now
to show proof of our love to His Truth by
exercising the grace of giving money ;
that the Lord’s Treasury may be filled.
When we have permitted the Lord to opery
our hearts and hands to give money liber-
ally, then we will be praisidg Him for in-
creased love for His cause. . What joyful
times then! ifor we cannot help but pray
for the success of missions, and for the
students and Professors of Acadia College
and for all the other objects of the Conven-
tion.

Why this fresh and joyful spiritual life ?
Because we have obeyed the teachings of -
God’s Word and Spirit and complied with
God’s Call, cven the Convention eall, and
raised our $100. But there ZI"‘am talking
as though I was among you. I must stop.
As I read and thought of this matter, it at
once oceurred to me, that I was & member
of the———church, and therefore still one of
the parties that is responsible for its action
in raising the money, asked for by the Clon--
vention. Ought it not to be our chief joy
to, promptly collect and forward the
amount ? I enclose $4.00. One dollar of
it for myself, the other three dollars will
belp pay for some who may mot be able
to give the dollar. "Might not the matter

be presented to absent members by letter ;-
they would gladly give the dollar. .
WI "hyom' ; U4 L e g‘
JO,! ﬂl"iﬁ( ,hib m’ ‘ «:“fjwi.
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