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CIRCULAR LETTER. or liberty becomes perverted into spiritual licentiousness, and pe. Th # ey d be e ing pele ve Be pres 

: our rightful independence prostitated to a selfish ering dgr- 1 ! : 
BY REV. A. CHIPMAN. cas 

To the Churches Comprising the Eastern New Brunswick 

Baptist Association: 

Dear BrrTures,—As in the case of the .Associational 

Sermon for this year, so of the Circular Letter, our theme Las 

been selected for us. A more important or timely subject 

could scarcely have been assigned for our consideration : 
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€ BAPTIST POLITY AND CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 

What is Baptist Polity, or what is the form of Baptist 

Church Government ? and is it the Scriptural Form? 

It may not be amiss to remind you that there are prevailing 

throughout Christendom, three different forms of Church Gov- 

croment. First, that form orsystem known as the Prelatical; 

according to which the governing power resides in prelates or 

bishops. The Romish Church, the Greek, the English, and 

some others are governed in this way. Second, the Presby- 
terian mode ; according to which the governing power centres 
in Presbyteries and Synod, e. g. the Scotch Kirk, Lutheran, 

andi the various Presbyterian Churches. Third, the principal 

form of Church Government, is the /adependent; according to 

which the governing power rests in the members of each in- 

dividual church. This, as you are supposed to be aware, is 
the Baptist Polity, also that of the Congregationalist body, 

and perhaps a few other smaller Denominations. 

Now which of these methods is in harmony with the teach- 
ings of the New Testament, or the practice of the Apostolic 

churches? In other words, ought Christian churches, inde- 

pendently of any other guidance than that of the Holy Spirit; 

to interpret and execute the laws of Christ? Or should the 
control and management rest partially in the State, or almost 

exclusively in the clergy, and the churches thus ‘be shorn of 

the power and liberty of self-government? 

Suffice it to say on the present occasion that the custom 

adopted in Baptist Churches, of administering their own affairs, 

no one, not even the Minister or Pastor, having a pre-eminent 

of authority, but each church and each individual member en- 

joying an equality of rights and privileges, is, we hesitate not 
to assert, alone in harmony with Gospel teaching, and the 
practice of the primitive churches, not only of New Testament 

times, but also of the early Christian Churches down to the 
time when, through unsanctified human ambition, and through 

various consequent errors of doctrine and practice, the church- 

es became corrupted. 

An unbiassed and careful reading of the New Testament, 
transparently shows that Christ's Kingdom was not to be of 
this world, but was to be established by the spiritual enthrone- 
ment and continuous reign of Jesus in the hearts and lives of 
his disciples, whether in their individual or associate capacity, 
Moreover, the Apostles directed their epistles to the churches 

as such, reported their own doings or labors to the churches, 
and both Christ and the Apostles enjoined upon them the duty 
of discipline. The New Testament also recognizes the right 
and duty of the churches to elect their own officers, these con- 
sisting simply of Pastors and Deacons. 
The testimony of eminent church Ilistorians confirm this 

view. Says Neander: * The churches were taught to govern 
themselves. The brethren chose their own officers from among 
themselves.” 
Mosheim describes the primitive churches thus: ¢ The 

power of enacting laws, of appointing teachers and ministers, 
and of determining controversies, was lodgedin the people.at 
large. Each independent church, which had a bishop or pres- 
byter of its own, assumed to itself the forms and rights of a 
little republic, or commonwealth. 

In respect, then, to the principles and forms of Church Gov- 
ernment, Baptist Churches are—theoretically at least—govern- 
ed after the Apostolic pattern. 

Bat, in consequence of the frequently imperfect administra- 
tion of their affairs, the twofold inquiry has been raised; Is 
not the independent system of Church Polity radically defect. 
ive! And ought not Baptists to adopt the Presbyterian plan, 
or some other method by which our business as a Denomina- 
tion might be more systematically and effectively conducted, 
and the discipline of our church more efficiently carried out ? 
This inquiry which at one time or another has doubtless euter- 
cd the minds of many of the brethren, may be generally met 
by the familiar saying of the immortal Chillingworth : « Zhe 
Bible, and the Bible only, is the Religion of Protestants ;’, 
and, taking the Word of God for our Directory in this matter, 
it follows, as already shown, that churches controlled in part 
by the State or civil power, and churches governed by popes, 
prelates, synods, presbyteries, conferences; or managed in any 
other way than by their own members, are not constituted and 
administered on the model of the primitive churches, nor ac- 
cording to Gospel rule. We may therefore not expect to im- 
prove on the Divine plan, nor are we really at liberty to adopt 
any other. 

The true remedy of our ecclesiastical defects and ineflicien- 
"cies is rather to be sought, in the first place, in a more gener- 
ally intelligent understanding of what independent Church 

Government involves and implies ; in the pext place, in the 
cultivation of a more prevailing: heart piety throughout our. 
membership and in a Jpore loyal $dhypace to How Testament 

precepts. 
Now it is sometimes forgotten, or otherwise not understood, 

by our members that, while we are New Testament organiza. 
*’{ions, or Christ's churches, therefore under supreme law to 
Ifim, we are also Societies or voluntary. Associations, that 
this is true of us as Churches, as Associational Assemblies, or a 
Conventional body fA ok api graale Mn mo. 
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© Brethren, it is to be feared therc is among us farigoo much 
of the dispositionexpressed in ghat low carnal maxim: © « Every 
man for himself, and God for us all.” 

Let us more earefully-heed, in the first place, that clement- 
ary and fundamental principle already alluded to, namely, that 
the decisions of the majority should in all ordinary cases secure 
general harmony, and even unanimity of action. 

Let us also rise to still higher conceptions of the Christian 
Church, namely, as being the “body of’ Christ,” of which He 
is therefore the rightful supreme Head, to Whom all the mém- 

bers should-always yield willing obedience. 
Let ng bear about with™us the truth that the church is, or 

should be, collectively a “spiritual temple,” composed of 
divinely regenerated and holy members, and thus distinguished 
from, and exalted above, all mere worldly organizations; let 
us admit that individual Christians and Christian Churches are 
free indeed, if Christ has made them free, yet vitally related- 

and indissolubly bound to Christ, also thus to each other, and 
that oneness of relation and interest should secure a hearty 
concurrence of action. 

Let us not forget that churches are instituted by Jesus Christ 
and placed in this world, not for any selfish gratification or 
personal exaltation, but for the Glory of Him whose they are 
and whom they profess to serve ; that “according to the eter- 
nal purpose which God made in Christ Jesus our Lord,” even 
now, should be made known through the church ” to the prin” 
cipalities and powers in the heav enly places, the manifold wis- 
dom of God ;” and that Christians individually and unitedly, 
should seek to walk worthily of this “high calling,” by being 
“the light of the world and the salt of the earth,” and by 
making known continually the Gospel of Salvation for the edi- 
fication of the saints and the conversion of the world, “0 

These conceptions and convictions thoughtfully cherished, 
together with a more prayerful cultivation of heart-piety, and 
a more consistent and affectionate loyalty to Christ, would 
save us from dissatisfaction with our independent polity, and 
from making so unhappy a spectacle of ourselves to the world 
and to other religious Denominations, as sometimes occurs. 
To the remaining part of the subject assigned for this Cir- 

cular, we can give but brief consideration. Nor is a lengthy 
discussion necessary, inasmuch as the general principles for 
conducting Church Discipline, have been already stated ; 
those principles being: The Bible, our sole, ahd sufficient 
guide, Christ our Supr eme Law-giver, the churches simply the 
executors of His Laws and Réallations in a “spirit of meek- 
ness ” and harmony. 

But, dear brethren, it is painfully evident that there is among 
us at the present day great laxity of church discipline, in res- 
pect both to private and public offences, and, on account of 
this looseness, there is a lamentable degree of ecclesiastical 
demoralization. This purity, harmony, fellowship, and power 
of our churches for good are thus greatly weakened. 
The first great law for every disciple—the law of love—is 

culpably and notoriously disregarded. “A new commandment 
I give to you, that ye EA one another; as I have loved you, 
that yg also love one another.” As Dr. Hiscox in his Baptist 
Directory says, “This, if "strictly obeyed, would prevent all 
cause of grief, either personally to brethren, or publicly to the 
church. It would prevent cold indifference to cach other's 
welfare, unfounded suspicions, causeless accusations, jealousies, 
animosities, bitterness, hatred, and revenge, and would cause 
cach to love the other ¢with a pure heart fervently.” 

Brethren, is it sufficient for us to be loyal to the letter of 
Christ's ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ¥ By 
no means! Important as is obedience to the letter, their spirit 
or intent is vastly more important, and genuine loyaity to the 
spirit of those two ordinances, includes nothing less than 
“death” to all sin, and “life” to every Christian duty and 
vir tae, 

Yet Christ's clear. and emphatic. regulations in Matt. xviii : 
15-19, and v: 23; prescribed. for both ‘the offendifg and 
offended party, are not by us carried out as they ought to be. 

Again, the more common causes of public offence, such as 
false doctrine ; disregard of authority ; contention and strife ; 
immoral Bondper; ; disorderly walk ; covetous spirit ; arrogant 
conduct j going to Taw, appear to be often fired or winked 
at. 
What is accomplished or. attempted in the way of corrective 

discipline, i is mot infrequently left to the Pastor. He must first 
privately investi 
into the church and personally urge forward their settlement. 
"Thus, from the lack ho leading co-operation and responsibility 
on the part of our church members, the Pastor's efforts prove 
a failure, or if suecessful, he receives the brunt of the blame. 
These things ought not'so to be. Churches should co-operate 
with thé Pastors just as actively and faithfully in the adminis 
eration of Discipline, as they do ig. time of a gracious revival. 
The latter work. is.anore agreeable to all parties, but the pran- 
ing knife is just as necessary, and its results, when properly 
used, not less healthful to the churches, scarcely less conducive - 
to the conversion of , and certainly glorifying to/God. 

Brethren, there should ‘be ‘more moral backbone in’ our 
churches, more ready. and. scrupulous regard. tg all of Christ's 
preceptive requirements, and an actiye determination to carry 
forward and carry out, from time’ to time, such a whdlesonie 
discipline as would defeat the Devil, and ‘honor Christ, . 

In concluding this ie let us briefly ‘specify two offences ; 
a lack of brotherly the sin of covetousness, 
We would here k emphasize the necessity of nar 
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® Paul, in h iepired Letter to the 
promgunces a “cow tous man” an idolator,” 

ith the # fornicator @nd the unclean person,” 
and’ - that’ those Ephesian Christians know that such 
have not “an inheritance in the Kingdom of Clrist.and God,”. 
and in one of his Epistles to the Corinthian Church, he anthor- 
itativély exhorts to “put away ” those wicked persons “from 
among themselves.” . 

If, then, a member persistently refuses to contribute his pro- 
portion, towards the relief of the church’s poor, or the support 

of the Gospel-at Home and Abroad; he should be waited upon, 
kindly reasoned with, and, if possible, persnaded to do his 
duty in the direction of Christian benevolence. If in any in- 
stance such efforts fail, exclusion should certainly follow. 
As one preventive, however, of the necessity of such a step, 

let there be adopted in our churches more systematic plans 
and efficient agencies for eliciting benevolent contributions 
from | gil the members, in proportion as God prospers them- 
When such agencies’ shall have been more thoroughly carried 
into effect, unselfish dispositions will be successfully inculeat- 
ed, benevolent habits will be cherished, more valuable mem- 
bers will be retained, more souls will be saved, more Glory to 
Christ will.accrue, and the Christian minists y will be far more 
adequately and worthily supported ; mueh less dissatisfaction 
with the, Pastor; will occur ; and when the church thus does 
ber temporal duty tdwards him, {he now growing, but wn- 
healthy, demand for frequent pastoral changes will pereepti- 
bly and happily decline. 
Brethren, we know of no better additional counsels to con- 
vey through this letter thun that we betake ourselves: to more 
careful study of the Word of God, and to more earnest ayes 
and faithful se -examination, We also suggest and: upgmrthon 
propriety on the. part of the Pastors and Deacons of 2 af a 
inspection of the charth lists of names ; ; we earnestly recom. 
mend the appointment of standing or occasional committees, 
both of brethren and sisters, for the purpose of a thoroagh 
visitation of the members and their families; and, finally, we 
advise the holding, in all our churches; of regular Daaincas 
meetings at Jeast once every three months. 

Said a German writer, referring particularly to his own 
country: ¢ There is a Juture for the Baptists.” Let that 
future be, in these Maritime Provinces, and throughout this 
wide Dominion of our Canada, the noblest possible. Such a 
standard may be reached by the Grace of Sod; and our Chris- 
van fidelity. 

Denominational Literature. 

Submitted at the Westreu N. B. Association. 

Your Committee in view of thie great importance of Education, and 
of the important part that Literature plays in forming the mind and 
character of the young and rising generation, deem it highly essential 
that those engaged in Sabbath School work in connection with our 
churches, should exercise great caution in selecting Sabbath School 
libraries and other literature to be placed in the hands of those under 
their care, believing as we do. that milch of ‘the literaturé now con- 
stituting our libraries is of an objectionable character and not in ac- 
cordance with the principles of our denomination. 
We also notice with pleasure the increased circulation of the Your's 

Visitor and BipLe LESSONS “as published By the proprietor of the 
CHRISTIAN Visrrox, and heartily recommend their use to our Sabbath 
School workers. 
Our denominational paper the CHRD Visiron has been con- 

dected in such & manner during the past year as to merit our confi 
‘dence and claim the support of every Baptist family. 

G. G. Kina, 
A. H. HAYWARD, Committee. 
James SLOAT. 

P. BL ASSOCIATION. | 

The Committee ou ra ESR CALL that. 
joice that much has been acc: complished through the, effo : 
churches fn supporting oni” benevolent ‘enterprises, yet ot 5 
‘widening fields of work call for 8till greater efforts onl Gh partie 
those whose duty it isto extend the cause of Christ in the world. Itis 
unnecessary to cnumeyate the various objects that have claims on our 
benevolence, norare we willing to prescribe to any person, the p- rticu- 
lar channel in which his benevolence should flow; this will hdve to 

be regulated by each ilidividual's' own odgusent! Yet that order 
© may be naintaitied, and that cack worthy object may receive its pro- 
| portion, we would commend to the intelligent consideration of our 
churghes, the adopted at the last Meeting of our Convention, 
known as the, Convention Scheme. The general rule fo the carrying 
out of benevolent purposes, way be gathcred from the command 
given to'one ofthe early churches, to give as God lias prospered 
them. ‘Could we rgly on this pringiple. being carried out, nothing 
father wonld ‘be needed. But, such is ii condition 6f humanity 
that in order to carry out any noble enterprize, ‘by voluntary effort, 
system is indis msible, hence we recommend that our churches 
make still great r efforts to secure such * Hpi iol i ing as will 
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of su rig an inward; life as will ‘manifest itself in ity 0 . “We are wont to boast that janity Las de veloped higher ali sentiments were 
fF dt , its inception, and such we believe to be true; yet 
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