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{ us. kay had, in addition in this, one great
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| dead, are nevertheless disclosing to us the good
{ way of the Lord. We have Moses and the
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diately to the Apostles, as they stood to the pﬁ-
mitive Church as the New ‘Testament does to:

and important pmilege, which their peculiar cir-
cumvﬁhcea called into existéence. That of exira-
orlnmy gifts, which were given to certain indi-,

Churches should all come in the unity of the
faith'; when prophecies. and the gift of tongues
wgreto cease.” But have we not recourse to
these inspired men 1 Yes, surely, and though

Prophm kogothetwnh the Apostles and Evan
g'el‘isu,Who, as often as we - ‘hear or read the

Sm'lptum, reveal to us all.that is necessary in
faith and in_practice ; suﬁeipnt “ to make the
man of God perfect, ‘thoroughly furnished unto
all good works.” Our facilities for searching
the Scriptures are far in advance of the early
[ Churches, as' the art'of Printing was not then
[ invented ; and therefore but few of them could
-at all obtain copies of the Book. Bat how dif-
ferent our circumstances ; every man, woman,
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in relation to this world, weré overruled by God
for the increase of their joy. * In the world
ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer,
"1 bave overcome the world.” Peter and John
rejoiced that they were thought worthy to suffer
for His sake, Those ‘that were born after the
flesh, persecuted those that were born after the
#pirit ; but as their sufferings abounded for
Christ; ‘so did their consolation abouiid by
‘Christ, that their tribulation worketh patience,
and patience experience, and experience hope,
&c. Thus we see that their faith, their love,
their gbedience, and their self-denial united to
ehhanet their joy in the Gospel; whilst they
ever regarded the death ot Christ as the procur-
ing cause of all their consolation here; and their
fature hopes of a portion among those that are
o‘l:cnﬁed hereafter. Hence thé promptitude of

ir obedience, the steadfastness of their faith,
the constancy of their joy, and their unwearied
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instrument to convey spiritaal joy to the minds |
" | of the ancient followers of Christ. It Was im-

ible for them 1o be disciples without it.
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qu. though the Reformation has takeu '\hce,
and much good accomplished in the re-establish-
ment. of truth, yet the joy and holy confidence
peculiar to the ancient people, are comparatively
ukmn in the present day. ~The commands
o;dmu;u which Christ instituted to dis-
“‘ his kingdom from worldly schemes,
been corrupted during the times of
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If these things are true, and I am disposed to
believe that no careful observer of the times will
be. inelined to deny it, why then should we
wonder at the sickliness of our religious consola-
tion.

Having, therefore ascertained’ that the first
Christians only enjoyed the full assurance of
hope while they continued in the faith, and
practice of the Gospel as enjoined by Christ,
and that the cause of our poverty in spiritual
joy is on account of our disobedience ; we theres
fore can only expect-to share in their consola-
tion in proportion as we are followers of God
as dear children, and imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherited the pro
mises.

Now, are we viewing the divine pattern as a
thing only to be admured for its simplicity and

{antiquity, rather than regarding it 4§ the mould -

of sound doctrines, into which we have been y
cast, and in which God has befofe ordained that
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