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and also cxempt from all those institutions which
numan prudence suggests to oppose the progress of
iniquity, or to correct or reform transgressors.”

All seeular interference must therefore be ex-
cluded from this holy community. Its formation is
the work of the Divine Spirit operating through the
word, Its laws are the precepts, holy and self-de-
nying, of the Lord Jesus Chnst. Its ceremonies are
the simple emblems and memorials of a life imparted
and sustained by the Spirit of God, through the
death of the Son of God. Here, since no human
laws can intervene, no human allegiance can be
due. The conscience is God’s seat, the chureh his
temple ; which no human legislator should dare to
desecrate, no human power control.

This primary and exalted idea of the Church of
Christ, cherished and sought to be realized by the
Baptists, was averse to the views of the reformers.
From this difference naturally resulted the opposi-
tion, which, on the one side, led to the oppression
of conscience, and on the other, to the maintenance
of its freedom. The reformers by enclosing in the
fold of the church all of every degree, age and cha-
racter, were constrained to employ, and to rely upon
cxternal means to effect that internal change which
was allowed to be an essential feature of the true
Christian. The church with them was not the
segregation of the good, in bonds of holy amity, and
alliance with each other and the Lord, from the
mass of pollution reigning around them, but em-
braced in its maternal arms all who at any age had
been sealed by baptism as the church’s own, wheth-
er they were helpless infants, or strangers to the
power of spiritual truth. It was sufficient that they
bore the magic mark, which, it was asserted made
them children of God, and inheritors of the king-
dom of heaven. Such a church might be constitu-
ted by human agencies ; it was within human power
to effect it; and accordingly. by the sectular arm the
reformer sought to frame it. The operations of the
Divine Spirit were not absolutely essential to the
formation of such a community ; nor need they wait
for living stones to build the temple of the Lord.
The materials were at hand; the initiatory rite
could be easily applied. Repentance towards God
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, could be promised
by surety, or supplied by an ascent to creeds.

It was, moreover the duty of the secular magis-
trate to shape and fashion the church, so called, to
that form which his conscience, instructed by the
word of God, or by the interpretations of the church’s
teachers, should dictate. T'o kings was granted the
high honor of being its nursing fathers, to protect it
from its foes, to maintain in physical comfort its
ministers, to root ‘out the weeds of evil doctrine, and
to execute the decisions of the ecclesiastical body ;
force thus necessarily entered into this idea of the
Christian community ; and, without exception, the
reformers yielded to the temporal powers the right
of determining the form of the church in their res-
pective dominions.

The fundamental idea of the Baptists was anta-
gonistic to all this. They thought and said that
the temple could not be built until God had provi-
ded the stones. Holy men must be first produced
by the power of the Spirit of God, and then shall a
building rise to the glory of Him who had redeem-
ed them by his blood: No human workman could
be of use but as the channel of blessing ; it was
the prerogative of God to creature anew in Christ
Jesus. His word was the only effectual instrument
of divine energy ; force and coercion of every kind
were inadmissable. Faith is the gift of God ; faith
cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God;
and no other weapon must the ministers of God’s
word employ.

Since, then, the church ought to be the aggrega-
ted result of an internal divine operation, exerted on
every individual before he becomes a member of it,
so in its formation no kind of outward compulsion
can be permitted. The unconscious babe cannot be
smade a member of the ;Eommunity. where a hearty
willing assent of the re #ated mind is an essen-
tial condition of membership, since intelligence is
not there to give value and significunce to the deed;
nor may men be driven by force or fear as foolish
sheep, within the fortified barrier of the nation’s
church, since these cannot convert the soul. “ Thus
it was an ideal state of the Christian church that
floated before the imagination of the Anabaptists;
the confysed representation of a joyful kingdom of
holy and blessed spirits, which inspired these secta-
ries with.such deep enthusiasm, gave them such
power and -eonstancy of endurance, #nder all perse-
cutions, and caused them to exert on all sides so
contagious an® influence.”{f In accordance with
these views, they are represented by Justus Menius
as thus introducing the novice into the sacred fold:
“If thou wilt be saved, thou must truly renounce
and give up all thy works, and all creatures, and,
lastly, thy own self, and must believe in God alone.
Butnow I ask thee, dost thou renounce creatures?
Yes. I ask thee again, dost thou renounce thy own
self! Yes. Dost thou believe in God alone —
¥Yes. Then I baptize thee in the name,” &ec.

1 Mochler’s Symbolism, i, 157, 158.
4 Quoted in-Mochler's Symbolism. ii. 163.

, Was it Labor in Vain? .
Many fear it was, when they have persevered
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impression upon his family. The eldest daugh-
ter became solicitous concerning her spiritual
state, and sometime after her father’s death sent
for the missionary, that she might learn the way
of salvation. He gave her useful counsel, and
the Lord blessed it. She sought the Lord, and
she found him, to the joy of her soul. He gave
her the spirit of adoption, and her peace. flowed
as a river. But her time on earth was short,
and she died rejoicing in God her Saviour.” The
mother and her family appear to be underagood
influence, and the children enjoy Sabbath-school
instruction. However discouraging, therefore,
appearances may at first have been, the labor
bestowed upon that family was not in vain.—
American Messenger.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The following letter will be read with interest
by. those who, about a year since, contributed to
defray the expense of a Missionary among the
French population in this Province. It is in
reply to a communication directed by appoint-
ment of the Association. .

We are glad to learn also that the Executive
Committee of the Bible Society are ready to
employ a Colporteur to distribute Bibles and
Testaments among those contemplated in this
letter, as soon as a suitable person can be found
who will undertake the labor. We know of an
active, promising and pious young man, who
was ready some time since for such 4 work, and
upon the advice of christian friends came to St.
John from the Grand Falls with such an object
in view. We hope he may be introduced to the
Committee. ¢ The field is white already to the
harvest.” ‘
MonTrEAL, Sept. 14, 1h47.

Dear BroTrER,~ Y our letter would have been
answered long ago, had I not been ‘ pressed
beyond measure’’ with business crowding upon
me after a lengthened absence from home.

It would have afforded us great pleasure to
send you a suitable colporteur—Missionary, but
as yet we have not met with one whom we
could recommend for the purpose. A conve

Janadian would be preferred: it is obvious,
however, that such persons, from their previous
ignorance and bad habits, require long and care-
ful training. We are under obligation to supply
you, as soon as we can send an Agent in whom
we can confide§ and you may be assured that it
will be our anxious endeavour to meet your
wishes as soon as possible.

Your progress in New Brunswick is cheering.
Fervent piety, diligence, and zeal will always
obtain a blessing. _

1 send you a copy of the Montreal Register,
containing the Report of proceedings at the An-
nual Meeting of the Canada Baptist Union, and
beg to call your particular attention to the for-
mation of the * Publication Committee,” and
the purposes connected with it. 'We propose
to issue a connected series of works under the
title of ¢ The Baptist Colonial Library.”” The
co-operation of our Brethren in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick is earnestly desired.

I have a very pleasing recollection of my visit
to your province, and shall be happy to repeat
it, should my life be spared, when it may be ac-
ceptable. If our worthy Missionary, Dr. Cote,
could accompany me, you would all be truly
delighted.

I am, dear brother,
Yours faithfully,

J. M. CRAMP.
Rev. E. D. Vegry.

For the Christian Visitor.

Mr. Emiror,—The enclosed letters were re-
ceived a few days before the death of our late
esteemed brother Rev. John Mills, and gave him
much consolation in his dying moments while
reading the letter to him. He would exclaim
with wonder and admiration,~* What, me an
heir of glory, &c.”” He died . rejoicing in the
doctrines of that gospel which He had proclaimed
to others. He was buried with honoar and re-
spect by the church at St. Martins, where he
had laboured with much acceptance for about
two years. His funeral took place on the first
Sabbath of last month: a large concourse of
people assembled at the house at 10 o'clock,
when, after singing an appropriate hymn, Brother |
Newcomb engaged in prayer. His remains were
then taken to the Baptist Chapel, were a sermon

from Job 14 chapter and 14 verse, was preached |

to a deeply solemn and attentive audience, by
Rev. John Francis. After which service his
body was conveyed to the grave, where Rev,

when it conveys to me the melancholy intelli-
gence that my darling brother is not able to write.
Qh! what would become of me at this moment
if my Heavenly Father did not sustain me? I
really don’t know. And am I never again to
see my dearest John in this wilderness? Fa-
ther give me Grace to say *“ Thy will be done,”
for without this grace I never could. 1 shall
have no brother now to care for me (if the Lord
removes him), except Him who sticketh closer
than a brother. May He who sympathized with
a Mary at one timé, who sorrowed for a brother
whom she tenderly loved, listen to my weak
supplications this evemng, in behalf of a brother
whom I tenderly love (and He knows this), and
if consistent with His divine will, may He re-
store to us this object of our affections, and spare
him to us and his little ones a little longer, be-
fore he goes hence to be no more seen. I know,]
dear sister, our loss is his eternal gain, for he is
one of those who cleaves to Jesus, whom his
soul loves, and who is washed and sanctified,
and one whom nothing shall ever separate from
Christ. Oh, how rejoiced my heart is to-night,
that he is an _heir of glory! and that, though
the Lord in-his mysterious wisdom may, for
His own wise purposes, remove him, yet that I
shall soon see him above, for I feel that I shall
not be very long from my home. 1 pity you,
my dear sister, listening to your poor patient,
and can’t alleviate his sufferings. May the Lord
comfort you and support you in this trying hour.
I don’t wonder my dearest John should have
been surprised at my silence; but I was not
silent. When I got the first leiter; he did not
bid me write. I was indulging the delusive
idea of seeing him. Oh, that I could now see
him even for an hour! When the second letter
came, to say I must not expect this, it came the
latter end of May, and I wrote some days before
the first of June. I am annoyed you did not
receive my long letter; butI dare say it was not
forwarded at once from St. Martins, and I should
hope you have got it long since, so that my dear
John will perceive I did not neglect to write.—
I have been looking out for a letter from him in
answer to mine, for the last ten days, and ex-
pecting to hear that the return of fine weather
had restored him to health. But it was other-
wise, and I must submit. ¢ It is the Lord, let
Him do what seemeth Him good.” How my
poor heart will long for another letter from you,
or from dear John ; shall 1 evey see his well
known hand ?—if not, what shall become of me ?
1 can’t write more on this subject, it is too much
for me, dear sister, but again write. My brother
/Richard, who intended leaving the Isle of Man,
has been very delicate, and has not been able to
do s0; he is better now, thank God. I am afraid
the elimate of New Brunswick has been very
uncongenial to dear John’s constitution. * I am
sorry he did not try and leave it before ; but he
wrote as if he did not like to leave it. I am
not able to write more, and with much love for
my dearest brother, and same for yourself, my
dear sister, I am ever your attached and sincere
Sister, 1
M. D. MiLis.

P. S.—I hope Halifax is the Post Town. I
am not sure, as you forgot your address. I don’t
wonder. '

e

July 16, 1847.
My Dearest Joun—I cannot let dear Mary’s
letter go, without thanking you for the lines you
wrote in her letter to me. They cheered me in
my sadness. Oh! you little know how much
I feel at your long and tedious illness, but it is
the Lord, and I must submit. I have been ask-
ing, if it be His will, that He would spare you
a little longer to us, who love you. If in His
mysterious wisdom He does not see fit to do so,
then I shall not be long separated from you,
for I feel every day my attachment to life weak-
ened mentally and physically, I can’tsay more,
but that I am your most attached sister, my dear-
est John, : M. D. Mivs.
P, 8.—Write if you can, if not tell dear Mary

o write at once. |
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| John Masters delivered an affecting address and |

offered prayss e

o July 15, 1847.

- My Very Dear SisTer,~Aboutan hour since | h

1 received your affectionate letter, which, under
any other ci
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| still takes it asa compliment ; albeit the rit

MISCELLANEOUS.

Chureh of the Trinity—Conseerated Water---
Baptism of the Cross.

But the present is a special occasion, and
some parts and personages do not appear every
day. The church of the Holy Trinity was filled
densely as the men could stand, showing a solid
mass of red eaps. A platoon of soldiers with
fixed bayonets are standing near the chancel,
beneath the tall massive wax tapers. This mili-
tary parade is in good keeping with the picture
of St. George, the warrtor Saint, monnted on his
white charger in full tilt, and thrusting his spear
into a red dragon under his feet. Mars is a fa-
vorite character still, though he has become a
Saint and 1s christened with another name.—
Presently four or five priests, headed by the
bishop in gilded robes and mitre, issue from the
chancel, and proceed to consecrate a vessel of
water. - This ceremony, after sundry prayers
and collects, is accomplished by thrice dipping
the cross in the water. This over, and then
such a confusion. Every one is erowding and
reaching forward to get some of this consecrated
water. Small vessels of all descriptions, borne
high above the heads of the people, are making
for the door, and thatis a fortunate cup that gets
out without losing the best part of its' contents.
The most are satisfied to get a little sprinkling
in their faces ; another makes a bowl of both
hands, and levying this full of the holy liquid
from some passing cup, begins regularly to wash
his face with it. Bat enough of this; and we
will get out with the tide, already seiting to that
part of the harbor where the great curiosity will
shortly be seen. In every direction the cups of
consecrated water are carried off to families and
friends, to be kept, perhaps the year round, for
divers sacred nses.

We are fortunate in getting a station in my

the quay, and on the shipping in the neighbor-
hood. Numberless little boats are crowding in
close to the open space, where a half dozen men
and boys, stripped to a tight pair of drawers,
are plunging and splashing, impatient for the
moment when they shall be the chief actors and
heroes of the scene. But the procession is now
approaching from the church, headed by tall,:
gilded lamps. Beneath these walk the priests;
one bearing a cross, angther the picture of some
saint, preceded by little boys in white frocks,
and holding long, burning tapers. An irregular
crowd, with soldiery interspersed to keep order,
complete as regular a procession as you ever see.
among the Greeks. - All eyes are now turned
towards the bishop as he approaches the brink
of the water with the silver cross in hand. The
divers, perched here and there on the bows of .
boats, are each one erying oit, * Throw it here,
throw it here.” Another half minute, and there
it goes, the adorable cross, high in air, and falls
six or eight rods from the shore in twenty-five:
or thirty feet of water. The sea foams with the
plunge of the divers, a shout long-and long rises..
from the whole throng, and still louder, if pos--
sible, as the lucky finder is seen making for the
shore with the prize in his teeth.* .

The fortunate diver this year chanced to be a
little boy, and the enthusiasm was the greater
and more boisterous in consequence. As soom -
as he reached the shore, a Russian man-of-war
close by, gaily dressed in flags and with the
Grecian colors flying at the mast, fired a national -
‘salute; an incident this of more significance:
than would at first appear ; forat St. Petersburg -
and other Russian towns on the sea the same
‘scene is enacted, and perhaps at the same hour,
with great religious and military parade. It is,
in fine, an ancient and favorite ceremony of the
Greek church; and is called-the * Benediction
of the Waters,"—also the *“ Baptism of the Oross,"”
having a historical reference to the baptism of
our Savior. Millions  of ‘hearts are’ beating in '
unison with the enthusiasm weare now witness-
ing. Sailors are specially interested in

ony.  To-morrow it will be safe to go to
sea, after days of detention in port, waiting “ for
the eross to be thrown.” Doubtless, Nep o
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