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"ON CHRISTMAS DAY. 
57 Tif! BX Wav oT 7. WATERMAN. 

Ye observe deys, and — and times, and —— 
 —Gal.iv, 10. 

There are themes on which the truth, if told, 

is extremely unpleasant, especially to all such 

‘mg are indisposed to hear and admit it. 

Truth, however, like gold, is.valuable accord- 

ing to the degree of its purity, Like gold, too, 

it is the most brilliant where the light is the 

most perfedt. It loses nothing by free and open 

discussion. . 

All principles and ceremonies, and most cer- 

tainly those of the church of God, should be 

based on reason. In this day of searching after 

knowledge, Zion should open wide the portals 

of her temples and court investigation. The 

shades of mental night are fleeing away-—the 

day dawns. ~All that cannot be rationally and 
scripturally maintained, must be abandoned. 
The trammels of early education, and of see- 

tarian prejudice, as binding without knowledge 
or reason to-any one system of doctrine and rite, 
must be broken off, and thrown to the moles and 

the bats. 

Efforts, it is known, have been made to ex- 
tend the observance of this festival in this coun- 

try. © The plea is, innoeent and pious regard to 
the Saviour. ' Many nonconformists in the 1#nd 
are conniving at such observance ; some are 

conforming to it! To such an extent is this 
true, that by some it appears to be thought a 

marked disrespect or neglect of the blessed Re- 
deemer for any minister or church not to con- 
form so far-at least as to hold a Christmas ser- 
vice. All this being as it is, there are some 

who are so scrupulous as to duty and authority 
for the same, that before they can conscientious- 

ly consent to own this festival as obligatory or 
as innocently optional, they wish to know its 
origin and design. They are honestand anxious 
to do right, and wish to know the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the. truth. The 
festival claims the sanctity of eeclesiastical, if 
not divine authority. Christmas is ecclesias- 
tically binding, and ecclesiastically enforced, if 

binding and enforced at all. The Church as- 
sames the claim, and in the name of Him who 

has died to redeem, calls upon us to fulfil the 
duty of observance. Here we demur—and thus 
demurring, we are frank and unreserved in stat- 
ing our reasons. If these Teasons are false ; if 
there be historical evidence to show that the 
hundreds and thousands in this land who dis- 

sent, and by dissenting disown the festival in. 
its authority and appropriateness as a christian | ous 
yite, are mistaken, we are ready when such ovr 1 
dence is adduced, to acknowledge our error and 

repent of our sin. If on the contrary these rea- 

I “This testimony of Doctor © ar} rtifie Ts t certified 

by thé unanimous voice ric tay this be 
‘confuted, and we will adduce ‘moe. As, then, 
the day of Christ's birth is not known, it is 
evidence to demonstration, that God never com- 
manded or sancfioned its observance. It is as- 
suming an undelegated and dangerous, if, not 
impious night, to affirm that such a day i 
day, when the day is not known. Childre 
and multitudes of others, are Jed to believe © that 
this is the day. Thus it is affirmed ih th Al 
manacs, from year to year ; and thus the: may be 
falsehood is perpetuated. It is said, that the 
time is a matter of indifference !—itis the thing 
the Church wants. But. 1s that want, which 

leads the Church and others to tell a probable 
lie, a matter of indifference ! * Will God accept, 

or is. he honored by services whieh are pur- 
chased at such a price ? Judge ye, 

IL. There is no warrant in the. Bible for the 
observance of such a festival. The celebrated 
Doctor Donne, who in 1619 was elected Dean of 

St; Paul's, London, in a discourse on this fes- 
tival, is candid enough to admit that the serip- 
tures record the celebration of but two birthdays, 
these of Pharaoh and Herod, both of which were 

of heathen origin, and were attended with blood- 
shed and murder. 

Among all the Jewish festivals, or days of 
sacred service as instituted by God, there are 

The announcement 
of the birth or advent of the Saviour, by the 
angels to the shepherds, was in the night 3 and 
the celebration ‘of the event was confined to the 
angels. 
performed by the shepherds. 

found by them, wrapped in swaddling bands, 
lying in a manger—facts evidently designed of | 
God to reprove all parade, and pomp, and feast- 
ing, as connected with the coming of the ‘meek 
and lowly Jesus. 
merely an official announcement, a sealing tes- 

no birth-day celebrations. 

There was no festival and no services 

The babe was 

The act of the angels was 

timony to the fact. There is not a-word, not has 
any rational man ever pretended to the contrary, 
which warrants the observance of a Christmas 
festival. 
Church, in his remarks upon the passages in 
their place, says—** Most happy for us, the hour 

in which we believe in Christ, 

lief, we can have no reason lo celebrate the nativity 
of Jesus with rejoicings ; for that event will but 
enhance the guilt and condemnation of unbelievers. 
And if veal Christians deem it proper to commemo- 
rale it, al a season set apart for that 
will not do it with bacchanalian r 

Scott, a rector in the established 

Without suck be- 

» they 
or luxuri- 

ous feasting.” What a pointed and deserved 

reproof this, against such as, being impenitent, 
riot and sport in professed honor of Jesus Christ, 

Nay, what an argument against the observance 

sons are true, we claim the right of promul- of the day. The * bacchanalian revels and luzu- 

gating them. rious feasting,” '—what does Doctor Seott mean ? 
Our reasons against this restival are : whom does he reprove ? 
1. The day of the Saviour’s nativily &s not 

known, The authority on this point is abun- 
dant. Dr. Adam Clarke, in his commentary on 
the advent as recorded in Luke, remarks—* As 
the Shepherds had not yet brought home their 
flocks, it is a presumptive argument that Octo- 

ber had not yet commenced, and that conse- 
quently our Lord was not born on the 25th ot 
December, when the flocks were out in the field. 
On this very ground the nativity should be given 

a 9 

gy he says—* The time in which Christ 
was born, has been considered of great import- 
ance among Christians. However, the matter 

bas been considered of no moment by Him who 
inspired the Evangelist, us not one hint is drop- set at nought the high and holy and, this | gi 
ped except the chronological fact.” do in 1 of me. I 
And 2 or the mind of such & tion of the Supper, 

Doctor Clarke, was not to he awed by the ino 
mamey of Lords and Bishops—he adds : 
“ Learned and pious men have trifled egregious- 
1y on this subject, making that of 
which the Ho il, b by his silence, 
plainly inf - is of none. eh bs 
gives a catalogue of no less than one hundred 

In all this, there is not a syllable to sanction 
the festival called Christmas, but every thing to 
oppose it. Itis a festival which has not the 
shadow of a warrant from the Bible. - If there 
be proof to the contrary, let us have it. 

118 Tighe Cr mothiongi ie Gwe of sock | 
a festival, which is not more emphatically signified 
in the divinely sanctioned sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. The birth of the Saviour; though es. 
sential, was not the consummation of his atone- 
ment and his trivmph. It was but a part; the 

whole ‘was perfected in his death, Tt is the | 
death of Jesus that gives him the crown of Re-. 
‘deemer and Saviour. To commemorate any 

thing distinct from, and inferior to this, is to | The very 

course, an assumed 

veg Opp ey of | pea 
Christ's birth ; and as to his b 
‘been placed by Christian sects an 
in every month of the year. 
ow oy ion 

A 

‘servance of oné_ ecclesiastical festival or “te, 
and by special attention 16 Seek to render it at- 
‘tractive to the gaze of an idle world, it may add 

of abominations. —Here we tread on holy ‘ground, 
and it becomes us to ste surely and safely. 
God is not mocked. At any rate, thero are 
some who remember what has been, and” are 

afraidw—they want light before they presume to 
run at random within the hallowed enclosures 
of Zion, and teach for doctrines the command- 
ments of men. 
IV, The observance of this festival 8. attended 

with a fearful amount of reckless mirth and: im- 
| pious feasting, In proof, we might simply ask 
each one to call to mind the scenes he witnesses 

-or knows of being transacted on this day. We 
will save ourselves the painful task of a special 
reckoning, and: refer to history. In. 1644, the 
Lords and Commons of England passed the 
following order :—* Whereas some doubts have 
been raised whether the next fast shall be cele- 
brated, becaiise it falls on the ‘day which  here- 

tofore was usually called the feast of the nati- 

vity of our Saviour § ‘the Lords and Commons 

in Parliament assembled, do order and ordain 
that public notice be given, that the fast appoint- 
ed to be kept the last Wednesday of every 
month, ought to be observed, and that this day 
+n particular is to be kept with the more solemn 
humiliation, because it may call to remembrance 

have turned this feast, pretending the memory 
of Christ, into an extreme forgetfulness of him, 

by giving liberty to carnal and sensual delights | was 
being contrary to the life which Christ led here 
on earth, and to the spiritual life of Christ in 
our souls.” 
This was done on the ground, says the histo- 

rian, that this, as well as other festivals, is of ec- 
clesiastical appointment ; that there is no men- 
tion of the observance of Christmas in the first 
or second age of Christianity ; that the church 

of Scotland never observed it since the reforma- 
tion, except during the short reign of the Bish- 
ops, and do not régard it at this day. 
Mr. Edward Calamy, in his sermon before the 

House of Lords, has these expressions : ¢ This 

that has heretofore been much abused to super- 
stition and profaneness. I have known some 
that have preferred Christmas day beforé the 
Lord's day. Some that would be sure to re- 
ceive the sacrament on Christmas day, though 
they did not receive it all the year after. Some 
thought, though they did not play at cards all 
the year long, yet they must play at Christmas, 
thereby it seems to keep in memory the birth 
of Christ I” This testimony may be jeered at, 
as antiquated and puritanical ; but who will at- 
tempt to prove it false? Who will say, that in 
r modern times there is not all and more of this 
on Christmas ? “Who does ot know the greet- 
ing of the day? I wish you a merry Christ- 
mas!" A merry Christmas! What does this 
‘mean, as passed from the impenitent, and ‘the 
debauched, and the profane ; may, what does it 
mean, in the lips of an ambassador of God, or 
peo. of Jesus! ‘What does it 

Bo pos Bg Poh admit, a 

Jeo fe fe Eo har 
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another and another, until it becomes the mother 

our sins and the sins of our forefathers, who 

TEASER SYS 2 

| to the world BE ——. there is reason to fear, 
are harderib and harried on in sin. We know 
that this is a melancholy comment upon human 
nature, but so itis; facts, abundant and la 
mentable, and which.need not be disclosed, pro- 
claim it. If men will not regard the instito- 
tions of God, much less will they, reverence the 
ordinances of men. 

Va This festival is’ claimed. fo be. of human or 
Popish origin. The first fooisteps we. find of the 
observance of this day,. says Buck, in his die- 
tionary, are in the second century, about the time 

of the Emperor Commodus, Very definite au- 
thority truly—firs fooisteps ! about the time, de. 
He also alludes to Telesphorus, as quoted in the 
Decretal or forged epistles, and whom Dr. Rees 
calls a Pope, as the assumed father of this fes- 
tival: - ‘This same Decretal Telesphoras lived, 
if he ever had a being, of which there is much 
‘douht, in, the second century. Mason, in his 
Compend of Ecclesiastical History, which i» 
‘recommended by the “Rt. Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart,” and by the *“ Right Rev. Bishop T. C, 
Brownwell,” and other distinguished men of the 
‘Church, says, under the second century: “The 
principal annual festivals observed inthe Church, 
were as yet but two, one to commemorate the re- 
surrection, dnd the other the descent of the Holy 
Ghost.” Here, then, is express testimony of the 
highest dignitaries of the Charch to prove that 
‘Christmas was not observed in the second cen- 
tury., Mason further says: “It is not to be 
questioned that many unnecessary rites were 
added, in this century, to. the simplicity of 
Christian worship. The introduction of which 
was extremely. offensive to good men!” The 
occasion of these changes, he adds, may be tra 
ced to an injudicious desire of accommodating 
the public services to the habits of the Jews and 
Pagans !—(See Mason’s compend, chap. 4, p, 
61,) Hereis indubitable authority, and whas 
does it prove ?! Why, that Christmas was not 
observed in the second century, and that Popery 
or human rites were being iinond.. & to the 
church, 

Chrysostom, who lived at the close of the 
fourth, and commencement of the fifth centuries, 
and is quoted as the earliest and best-authority, 
says that. is but a little ¢ time that ‘Christmas has 

cember, as a distinct feast, it having ‘been the 
same as Epiphany ; the use of it came from the 
West. Now, if this feast was of Apostolic ori- 
gin, how happens iv that at Antioch, the very 
place where the disciples were first called Chris- 
tians, all this change and interchange, according 
to Chrysostom, should have happened ? How 
is it, that its observance on the 25th of Decem- 
ber, came from the West, if it were 

and had been from the days of Christ, in the 
East! Will those who uote Chrysostom, in 
defence of Christmas, us 

From this testimony, which i tho, most fo 
vourable which distinguished and acere 
thors give, we prove that Christma 
or Popish origin. The name mark the descent 
—Christ and Mass ; and Mass, every body 
knows, or might. know, is defined a service of 
the Romish Church, or of Popery. 

Hasidi boon solbiihin const hee: mibinbo, 
as Boniface 1IL., in 606, first assumed the title 
of universal Bishop, Pontiff, or Pope, and thas - 
Christmas was observed before this? Strange 
that men are so blinded. Popery, or the mys- 
tery of iniquity, was working secretly in the 
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i days of Paul. er rm i 


