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of: great value is the following, from the pen of 

the late Judge Story. It isequally applicable to the 
members, of the. bar in all meridians : 

« Whene’er you speak, remember every cause 
‘Stands not on eloquence, ‘but stands on laws— 
Pregnant in matter, in expression brief, 
Let every sentence stand in bold relief ; 
On trifling points not time nor talents waste, 
A sad offence to learning and fo taste ; 
Nor deal with pompous phrase ; nor e’er suppose 
‘Poetit flights belong to reasoning prose. 
T.008e declamation may  dockive the erowd, 
And seem more’striking as it grows more rd $ 
But sober sense rejeets it with disdain, 
‘As nought but empty noise—and weak %s vain. 
The froth of words, the schoolboy’s vain parade 
Of books and cases—all his stock in trade—- 
The AG play 
Of low attorneys, strung in long array, 
The unseemly jest, the petulant reply, 
That chgtters on and cares not how or why, - 
‘Studious avoid—unworthy themes to scan, 
They sink the speaker, and disgrace the man. 
Like. the false lights by flying shadows cast, 
Scarce seen when present; and forgot when past. 
he os ith dignity : expound with grace 

nd of reason in its time and place ; 
wes poo reign throughouty—each topic touch, 
Nor urge its power too little or‘toormuch. . 
Give each strong thought its most attractive view, 
In diction clear, and yet severely true. 
And, as the arguments in splendor grow. 
Let each reflect its light on b.oH ay ) 
goes to e close arrived vad, no delays 
y petty es or vera! pla 
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E@ We would often directthe attention of the 
reader to those scenes of the Saviour’s suffer- 
ings, and to those traits of his character, in the 
contemplation of which such. emotions will be 
excited in the bosom of the believer, as will en- 
able him to answer intelligently the question of 

* his Lord—* Lavest. Bonmat Tho. theme of 
the following selection, we. think, is adopted to | 
produce hia effect, Tis” 
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to pray : and ‘by prayer, to commune with'God : 
a nobler communion than poets or philosophers 
ever had with nature, in her majestic oriovely 
seefies. And yet) how few are alive tothe sub: 
limity of devotional solitude ! Praying in we’ 
cret to the Father who seeth in secret, is ‘an ex 
ercise equally solemn and august ; bat how  lit-) 
tle interest it exeites to say of a ——" Roth -- 

praying! : 
Tell men of triste; that their Sivorith Soqmasi is 

alone, amidst the seenery of the lakes or the 
Grafapians ; alone on.the Alps or the Andes ;~ 
alone in the Coliseum of Rome, or amidst the 

| Pyremids of Egypt; and “immediately his ad- 
mirers will realize his emotions and dwell ‘with 

him in spirit, amidst clouds and cataracts, rocks 

and ruins, and feel as if he were more than mor- 

tal. But tell them that he is'alohe praying ; and 
that moment the charm will. ‘bs “dissolved, “and 

| that man pitied as insane, or despised ‘as famati- 
cal. So lightly is devotional solitude esteemed. 
~ Tell scientific men, that the first astronomer 

of the age is alone in the chief observatory 
in the world, with the most powerful telescopes 

{ ever lifted to whe heavens ; and all kindred minds 
will at onee kindle in prospect of his discoveries. 

| The silence and solitude of his post are held 
sublime, and felt to be in harmony with the si- 

lent sweep of thelcelestial orbs, and the music of 

the spheres. But tell his admirers, that he often 

pauses, amidst the roll and radiance of the hea- 

venly bodies, to pray ; and although one of their 

own poets has said that 
‘ An undevout astronomer is mad,” 

ness. 

«The ety yina fine fi olling, 
Doth mh heaven Foray jn SA 

to heaven,” 

and is almost adored ; but the penitent’s eyes, 
swimming in tears of contrition, and hardly 
daring to look up, even when alone before God, 
are despised by the generality of mankind. — 
But *‘a broken and contrite heart, 0.God, thou 

will not despise.” The astronomer tracing 

devious comet in its flight, is held to bea star 
of the first magnitude in the mental system— 
strong in underiaking, and lofty-in gens. But 

| most mean:spirited. And yet—he lifts his. 
adoring eyes to heaven of which the incarnate 

# hrightonmoed the -Father’s glory”, is both 

“ the morning. "and. the sun 0 £ righte- 
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his devotion will be esteemed madness or weak-- 
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Wheto to lay bi 
To those who havi both, his command is, *“En- 

ter into thy closet.” And We learn. from Kis 
example, that incon ence. must not prevent 
secret prayer. Here § was the Saviour upon a 
lonely motntain—exposed to the cold winds and 
dews of the night—the ground damp beneath 
his Knees, and the air chill around him ; and 

yet he prayed—prayed long ; the morning star 
often finding him where the evening, star had 
left him, § e have not such inconveniences to 

surmount. What is a cold room in winter, of 

a close room in summer, compared to the heary 

side of a bleak and dreary mountain at mid- 
night ? And yet how often are cold and heat 
allowed to hinder or huxfy over.secret prayer? 
- Sloth, look to the be ps s retirement, and 

God mjght e enjoined us to ascend 

such a  woupliin whenever we prayed ; and. if 

It had commanded it, the duty would have been 

ndispensable ; ; but, in tender accommodation to 
yur comfort, he has granted us, what he with- 
held from his incarnate Son—a house; and says 
¢ Enter into'thy closet,” 

'» The: Saviour’s example proves that the fatigue 

of labour must not prevent secret prayer. He 

had spent the day until the eyening in. active 
ewertion amongst the multitude that followed 

him into the wilderness. During all the time 

‘he had been under a burning sun in a sandy 
desert, and had atterwards to as®end the moun- 

tain alone: And there—neither shelter nor re- 
freshhment awaited him; but, although thus ex- 

hansted and exposed, he closed the labours of 
thie day by prayer. Now, his ple ought 

to have all the authority of a law-—all the influ- 

‘ences of a charm upon his disciples. We do 
not come home more fatigued than he was. He 
had no house—no domestic comforts—neither 
shelter nor pillow for his sacred head ; and yet 

hewent.apart to pray. He will remind the 

prayerless of this fact. 

The Saviour’s example proves that even deeds 

of charity and great exertions. for the: poor and 

afflicted, must not set aside seeret prayer. - He 

closed a day of mighty effort on behalf of suffer- 

ing ‘humanity, by going apart to pray. And 

surely If serving others must not prevent devo- 

‘tional solitude, serving ourselves must not be al- 

lowed to do so : if acts of charity will not ex- 

euse neglect, the labours of industry cannot : if 

giving money to the poor be no plea for the 

omission of prayer, making money is not a valid 

one. Accordingly, while ‘diligence in busi- 

mess” is expressly enjoined, “ fervency of spirit” 

in prayer, rests upon the same high and unalter- 

able authority. Pray er perish is the alternative 

set before us in the gospel. 

The Saviour’s example proves mn slvergith 

| of character or of ean render devotional so- 

Jitudo unnecessary. He who had the Spirit 
‘without measure—~who knew no sin—who was 

full of grace, and in whom Satan could find no- 
thing to work upon—FHe went apart to pray. He | 
hold neitherthe fulness of his Godhead, nor the 

P ion of his humanity, as a reason for res- | 

training prayer. And surely nothing that we 

ih pia us, independent. of 

seorek devotion !—* The, servant is not greater 
lan * , therefore, Satan, or sloth, 

‘do with less prayer than at 

‘upon the 
at | Hadid often and forvensly ; and the facthas been 

perverted into an argument against his proper 
ao ‘But remember what he prayed for ; it 

ead i nd’ home or closet— 

NO. Go. 

was chiefly for others ; a nd 
self, never for abilit) 
give po to his 

Br for virtue to 
ever for strength 

half were  forll he In 3 vequired by his haman 

nature... He cogld, indeed, have drawn on the rc- 

sources of his own personal Godhead : but it was 

neeessary that the co-operation of the Father "in 

the work of redemption should appear ; and 

therefore, all the dependence of his humanity 

was thrown on the Father’s good: will : and thus 

prayer was rendered both necessary and pape: 

Besides, secret devotion is more than prayer : 

is also communion with God. Now, what is 

more natural, and consistent, and beeoming, than 

that the Son should retire to commune with the: 

Father? For having dwelt in his bosom from. 

eternity, it might be expeeted that he would main-- 

tain the original intimacy, both for its own sake, 

and that it might be known that neither distance 

nor incarnation had interrupted their fellowship. 

Instead, therefore, of derogating from His divi- 

nity, sueh prayer harmonizes with the highest 

ideas of Godhead—being ‘in fact, a specimen 0 

its devout communion. Besides, in praying as 

in all practical duty, the Saviour was ‘acting as 

the example of his followers. He had taught his. 

disciples to pray ; and he illustrated and enforced 

the lesson by his own devotional habits ; and if 

it was worthy of his diviniiy to inculcate devo- 

tion, it eould not be unworthy of him to exem-. 

plify it. * When he putteth forth his own sheep 

he goeth before them :* he sent them. into se- 

cret to pray, and he himself went apart to pray. 

The Saviour consulted our interest as well as 

his Father's glory when he enjoined devotional 

solitude upon his disciples. For, in the best 

frame of mind, a christian requires to be alone 

at times, The privacy of the domestic altar is 

not sufficiently * apart,” when the heart is full 

and overflowing with adoring and melting views. 

of sovereign and free grace. The full-souled 

exelamation, * Why me, Lord 1’ with its tones, 

and tears, is fit only for the ear of God. And 

when the witness of the Spirit is strong, and the 
seal of the Spirit bright; when the soul is 
“borne away amorigst * the deep things of God,” 
and the dazzling scenes of eternity—we nnst 

‘be alone, or lose one half of the enjoyment.— 
Even a family, however endeared, would be a 

check, at these saered moments, on the full 

flow of devotions feeling, and on the flush of a 

hope full of immortality solitude is the real ele- 
ment of these raptures. But then—the christian 
is not alone ; the mount of communion is covered 

with “horses of fire, and chariots of fire.” He 
is alone ** with an innumerable company of 

{ angels, and ‘with the spirits of just men made 

 perfoet.™ 

"Solitude is also peculiarly suitable to the worst 
frames of a christian’s mind. The tones and: 
terms in which backsliding, or indeed any sin, 

can be deplored in the domestic or social circle, 

are both too general and tame for the emotions of 

a contrite spirit. David was alone mhgs eo said, 

+ 1 have gone astray like a lost sheep.” As 
‘was alone when he said, * 1 was as a beast 

fore thee.” Ephraim was alone when he smote 
upon his thigh and acknowledged that he had 
been as “a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke.” 
And lps LL, gy pare) fiteven 
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what ary is solitude for the expres- 
sion of arn rlngs, hile Swn8 Jose 
can only be breathed in general and gentle 
It will not do to. utter before our families 
fears, of death, nor all ouz anxieties for rn 
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