/

'

mm‘n’xmhw. my sancti-
fication, my redemption.

thoughs!  There is nothing in this wide world
~that we need, but just Christ. - We areperfoctly
independent of the world, in Christ. Though
having nothing, we are as possessing all things
in Christ. In him we have riches, food, drink,
lightand life. He is our bread, our wealth, our
health, our sun, our shield, our rock, our refuge,
out excedding great réward, Let the Christian

of S P ‘ ‘h. : ke Ay Christians, upon this important subject. There
?acmti“g‘f fhﬂ: ::::.’ po:’” e \va:n;nadv:hl::o:: are those who hold revivals in contempt and
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to himy it had a great effP{ upon the preacher.—
The hearer had himself Jeen unrivalled in his

AR gl o ';""‘M'ny'hz“ﬁ autuin. ~ Our faith #nd zeal Seem to be propor-
. and. to have an. opinion.obu for 811 tioned in theif intewsi 5. to the heat of the sun’s
which is or will hereafter bdreater reward to £s hs
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Complete-in Christ? O how delightful is the
liar love and power on the doctrines of the eross,

tory of redemption. It may be that you will

drous aets of ministry to other worlds, because

singing, Complete in Christ,
Bti—dV, V. m :
e Tr ‘Preacher,

ianthere, was a hearer

earthly attainments and service, ‘I know that he
can speak well’ = :
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The Season for a Revival,
Vartous opinions are cherished 'by professed

Whio dread Tothing ' so ‘mueh as a religious
awakening ; who ‘see in'them nothing but the
workings of the unclean spirit of fanaticism.—
Such persons know no proper time for a revival.
Others there are, who, while they profess to
value ‘these visits of the Holy Spirit, believe
that they need give themselves no trouble about
the time when they are tade. ‘God is a Sover
cign they tell ns, and He will arrange this mat-
ter according to the promptings of His own
wisdom and love. Hence such fO&ri’stian_s feel
quite at liberty to sink into ‘a earnal stupor, to
fall ‘asleep and indalge in pleasant  dreams,
while they wait God’s time. Others’ still sup-
pose that there is a certain portion of the year
Wl W e e suitable for a revival, as ifthe sun in particular
e Seore Peg o g b s (| parts of its orbit exerted some m terious in-
for a hearer. When the dt and the learmed ::::ceupbn'tlm 0008 el I N
“dﬁ"w"h P e h‘"m' winter is regarded as the fit and consecrated
i oo s g s you, while' ivis time for the outpburing of the Holy Ghost.—
infinitely moro impprtatt 8 theirs, wif either |y % ‘prestimed that the heart is inclifed
confirm or reverse their RS of 30 | ot S i, o 611 “dibcuri ‘natare be-
When: we meet a fow of offlock in that die- comes cold and hard under the influence of frost
“:‘m;‘hm::: ' y::”:: “va and snow. At the South; on.the contrary, we
by e g Eoskmag a2 I 52 YOUT | ave aptto suppose that there can be no revival
time and gtrgng‘!h i M 'B@?Plﬁ' e Son em;tin hh;fia”::f part of sumuer, or early in
of God is there to hear wiiyor : '

day in every charm thatKlorns the preacher, and
in all respects as one erfusted with the care of
souls had been pre-emithtly faithful and. suc-
esssful.  How did oulbrother. feel when he
knew that he had spokefn the hearing of that
man'? His first feelinglas one of self-distrust
but his next feeling. wasf he could only enjoy
the benefit of that hearer|free and affectionate
counsels and advice #Rh vard to preaching it
would"beinvaluablo tlim." Who ‘was.the
pieacher and. who this héor ! The preacher 1
present, and the hearer |s Jerus ‘Christ,—
‘ ' aofl wo have had Him
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rays. Some think that every third, seventh or
tenth year is ‘a proper ‘time for a religioos re-
: . v T freshing. ' Finally icmammd | to fixin
orin those South African hut howo yom st mﬁ Mniﬁrpériﬂui vebibie S8k 6
Mw”" o “M-g&e;;wﬂdig‘na tirely the creature
‘ 1028 Ol oreckl or oy | Of Tavorable wircueistances. are aiways
. | excldiming-+“there are’  yet four months, and
| T opposition te all these nofions, we hold
i M‘m&;ﬁﬁq'h-ivmﬁwﬂww it i
< o - | needed. "When the church ‘is cold, wher ini-
" | quity abounds and the love of many waxes 'qdfd.’
ier. | Whon Christians forgetful of their high calling
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' The: Bhristian Visitor,

may the inhabitants of other warlds learn things
yet imperfectly understood by them in the his-

then be called of God to be employed in won-

he can say ofyou, in"remembrance of your

S]sungto its own tunc as a gencral rule, which is |
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distance hall many of us stand when the tongues |
which were most elogient here upon the themes
of redemption, instruet and please the heavenly
world? Where in the distance did I say '—
From your lips, if they have dwelt with pecu-

, BY DR. f.;.iu. > 4
“ Thou hast @ name that thou livest, but are dead.”

This was said of a church as & géneral charac-
teristic. A church takes its character from the cha-
racter of the ‘majority of ‘those whé'compose it.—
Where the majority are in_a state of spiritual
growth, there the church to which they are attachs
ed isin a flourishing condition. Where the ma-
jority are in a eold lukewarm state, there the con.
dition resembles that of death. T have But % word
to say as to the condition of the ehurék of ‘which
this text was originally spokén.

This church of Sardis had gained a high reputa-
tion for religion ; ‘it « had a name to live 7" it had a
living name, or to all appearance, ‘it was“a most
flourishing chareh. In this term everything is im-
plied.  The chiurch to all casual observation, was
“pure in the doctrines which it maintdined ; it ‘was
perfect as regards all its external and ' internal ar-
rangements; everything was done decently 4nd in
order ; there‘wn a most zealous and scrupulous ad-
herence to all forms and ceremonies of religion ;'in
fine there was a peace and unity within, and there
was the appearance of every thing that was fair and
beantiful in the Christian profession. 'This ‘was
the appearasice which the condition of the ‘¢lvarch
wore to the eyes of men, ‘and this was'the high re-
putation in which it steod before ¢he world: Was
this its real state? Man looketh .on ‘the ‘eutward
appearance, but God fooketh on the heatt,” The
omniscient Saviour on whom mo deceptions can

works.” ‘He then tells us the real state of this
chdreh. «Thou has a name that thou livest, bat
art dead.” Al this fair show amounts to nothing
~itis all hypoerisy ot formality—it 'is a splendid
outside while within it is abselutely nought—it is
the cleansing of the outide of the cup and platter—
itis the whitening of a sepulehre, which within is
full 'of dead men’s bones and uncleanness. There
is no life, no really pure faith ; there is no really

lips without the warm inspitation of the heart—there
is every thing which eternal duty requires, and yet
this is mere bodily exercisey which profiteth nothing
Indeed, takp a passage of St. Paul's Epistle to
Timothy, and add it to this, and appears to me that
"you will have as clear an idea of the actual spiritual
state of the church alluded to, as could be given in
language—+ Having the form of godliness but de-
nying the power thereof,” having «a name to live,
but thou art dead.” Formality, then, or mere no-
minal religion, is the evll complained ofi

The choir siould meet often, in order to cultivate
their “powers and rénder their performance a
stahdard for the congregation/ New tunes ight
be oeedsionally introduced; but with deliberation and
only ‘after ‘a full ‘eonviction that they will ‘wear
‘well. »’MM but old fashioned people ‘would
have -the range of tunes restricted to some dozen or
two ‘ancient melodies ; worn almost threadbare,
while; others: and. this a. fault common to leaders
and members of choirs, would be continually sing-
ing something new, #0 as to preveut. the congrega-
tion from joining. As in most matters of wide differ-
ence, the truth lies between the two extreimes,~—
The rage for new music has been excited in a great
| measure by the leading professors of sacred musie,

nh»:omm-ow..dmem%m
*| containing., many . compositions which are. but old

new names attached. In Germany, where music
every hyma is
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CHRISTIAN EARNESTNESS,

* Whatsoever thy hand. findeth to derdo it
with thy might's. for there is no knowledge, nor
wisdom, nor device in the grave ‘whithes thou
goest I’ Christian responsibility is a solemn
thing. . Is it realized as it should be Chris-
tian, ask thine own heart, hast thou labored
with thy might ? “With hearty zeal, with per-
severing energy, with truthful confidcnee ?

A father, mother, sister, brother, husband, or
wife is still an alien from God. Now, surely
here is a case which calls for'the most anxious
concern of the believer. Thou _shouldst cease
not strong crying and earnest supplication to
Almighty God that this dear one, from whose
presence thou canst not now, perbaps, be sepa-
rated for an hour, without pain; shall not be
forever separated from thee in eternity! Here
is something, surely, which ¢ thy hand hath
found to.do ;’ hast thou done it, art thou doing
it, with “thy might ¥’  Hast thou affectionately,
yet solemnly,—the more affectionately from deep
solemnity,~warned thy impenitent relatives of
the certain consequences of a continuance in
rebellion ? . Hast thou urged them by all the
appreciation of happiness here, and hereafter, by
all their hopes of heaven and fears of hell, to fly
* for refuge to  the hope set before them in the
gospel ¥ Hast thou, we repeat it, ¢ lahored
with - thy might,’” for the conversion of these
souls; se soon to take up their abode in dark-
ness, or in joy éternal ? If not, po ! ¢ For
there is ne .imowledge; nor wisdom, nor device,
ia the grave whither thou goest !’ Ry 1
. Alas, alas: ! what a fearful reckoning is pre-
paring for the éareless Christian ; what an awful
acoouut must these give, who in ' the midst of
‘aworld lying in wicked ness, fold their hands,’
give slumber to their eyes, and sleep to their
eyelids, and although surronnded with the spi-
ritually dead and dying, on every side, are yet
¢ at ease in &ion I’ gon’

The Holy Father Wﬂ'odygue up his only
begotten Son to die for bnr@lvaimn, i® awaiting
for the repentance of thie: inecnverted. *

Jesus,who ever liveth. to. make intercession
for all whe come unto God, theough him, is con-
templating His disciples, to.gbserve how nearly
they emulate. his' holy ‘zeal; ‘Who fainted not,
neither was weary in the discharge of his mer-
cifdl mission ! ' , '

Phe BternaliSpirit of the Most High is moviag
‘upon the hearts of the redeemed, to go {orth and,
prepare the way for His blessed mimstrations
to the hearts of those who now slamber in in-

Theholy angels, who would fain be employed

| in ministering to these who' shallCbe heirs of

sajvation, are anxious to extend 'their beneficent
agency to the fallen sons of men; they would
fain rejoice over new-born souls, abased in hely
penitence ;—and, yet, Christian, art thon inge-
tive 1. < Awake, thou sleeper, and eall upon thy
God.’. Whatever, has_ been thy remissness,
heretofore, be no more slothful ! ¢ Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, -
for there is no knowledge, nor wisdom, nor de-
vige, in the grave whither thou gow;}’—-.-l!-'pis‘
Recorders. .. .. ., e :
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Tan Cnllq'u.‘ ,m_l;!ﬁvw.z—-.ln. heaven, the
believer ceases from all that is . laborious ia the
“Mp‘fu‘ in the exercises of Won.
His term of probation is expired; his course is
finished ; ‘the confliet is over 5 the victory is.
won. Nchuufaduudm mourn bver

is ignorance, ingratitide, and rebollion; to
pensities of his wicked and deceitful heart; to

| resist the allurements ‘of the ‘world, und (he
| Woré Wily temptations  of Satan; to  beliove,

onl to' the dietates of sense ead

| cartial fedson ; and patiently to‘eaduire the ne-

cessary mmmrw --;mftﬂ



