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Y The Necessity of Suffering. 
¥t was one of the truest sayings of one of the 

swolitest Christian poets that ever wrote, 

«The path of sorrow, and that path alone, 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown.’ 

1t is God’s will and way to make his chilfiren 
prefect through suffering. * Even the great Cap- 
tin of our salvation had to bo sealed with the 
sacred seal of suffering. Inthe language of the 
quaint old hyma, so full of genuine religious 
experience, 

¢ Christ leads us through no darker way 
Than he went through before ; 

He that into Ged’s kingdom comes, 
Must enter by that door. 

‘Why should I complain 
Of want or distress, 

Temptation or pain ; 
Ho told me no less. 

The heirs of salvation, 
I know by his word, 

Through much tribulation 
Must follow their Lord. 

“Yon have entered the ship with Christ, (said’ 
Luther to his friend, John of Hesse,) you have 
‘autered the ship with Christ; what do you look 

for 7 fine weather? Rather expect winds, tem- 

pests and waves to covey the vessel, till'she be- 
glos to sink. This is the baptism with which 
you must begin to be baptized ; and then the 
calm will follow upon your awakening with 
Christ, and imploring *his help; for sometimes } 
he will appear to sleep for a season.’ 

Suffering is intended to prepare and make 
room in our hearts for the grace of Christ, be- 

cduse the tendency of the human heart, if left to] 

itself, is to pride and self-dependence ; and if] 
suffered to work our own way, we will almost 

inevitably make shipwreck of our own souls. 
He who has infinite wisdom knows what bal- 
Jast of suffering we want, as Well as what fair | 
wind to swell our sails; and his love will un- 

dertake both for the oné and the other, and so 

temper them together, that we may not be 
stranded on the heavy sands of adversity, nor be 

drawn off out of our reckoning by too strong a 
gile of appatent prosperity. Let us adore our 
heavenly Father for his merciful and wise dis- 
pensations, and pray with sincerity of heart that 
he will neither give us those possessions which 
would in any wise “draw our hearts aside from 
him, nor take away that suffering which is de- 
#igued to draw us fo him, until it has wrought 
this effect, nor suffer our ears to get heavy or 
dall under his teachings. That isa striking 
word. of Jeremiah, true, alas, of very many, ¢1 

spake unto thee in thy prosperity and thou 
‘saidst I will not hear,” How often is it so, a 
man’s ear wanton and ungoverned, or quite deaf 
10. expostulation and to the voice even of God, 
and the heart as obdurate as marble, till the deaf 

ear is pierced, and the hard heart made tender by 
suffering. . 

¢ "Tis sorrow teaches us the truth of things, 
Which have been hid beneath the crown of flowers 
That gladness wears.’ (Evangelist. 

' A DRUNKARD'S HOME. 
The following melancholy picture of a drunk- 

ard’s home is copied from the Buffalo Spectator. 

The writer says it may be relied on as fact : 
 +* Intemperance rifles ‘sweet home’ of its 
Shon joys. A few. weeks ago, I addressed 
the people in Sunbury, Conn., on intemperance. 
{Sabbath afterneon L visited a drunkard’s home. | open 
"Phere was bit-a single room inthe house, and | 
that ‘looked ‘as if it had not for a long time 
known thé operation of cleansing. It was co-| 
vered with dirt. Sticks, crambs of bread, wal- | 4 y 
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of fatnitare and bed out of Bein, This was 
hardly done before a sleigh came slowly | to the 

door, bringing the ghastly and stiffened corpse | 
of Hamerson’s ‘wife, which had been found in 
tho neighbouring woods. Hamerson had often | 
savagely beat this miserable woman. Her eries 
sometimes were heard ata distance of half a 
mile. At'last her spirit sunk : it seemed as if 
the grave was the only outlet for her accumula- 

ted sorrows. A few days before this, Hamer- 
son had ‘beat her severely ; in despair, she fled 
into the woods, and perished alone, in darkness. 
and ‘storm, at midnight. This was a drunkard’s 
home. ‘Would that every female, about to unite 
her interests with oie who tastes the intoxica- 
ting cup, could look upon this home ! Verily 

{ they would *® receive instruction.” ” 

THE WAY TO CURE A BAD HUSBAND. 
One Farmer Potter, of the Parish of Bow in 

Devonshire, a man much inclined to sottiskiness, 

having occasion to sell a yoke of oxen, drove 
then to Crediton Fair, about six or seven miles 
.distance—and meeting with a good Fair, agree- 
able entertainment, and “jovial companions, he 

the songs of the drunkard, until at last he was 
disposed to set out for Bow, and taking his land- 
lord with him, they soon arrived at the farmer's 
house, where he expected to meet with a warm 
reception from hisgwife ; but the good woman 
had formed a better resolution. Upon the sight 
of his wife, who came to the door, he accosted, 
her with, * So, Grace, I am returned ;” to which | 

she answered, “ I see you be, my dear ; you 

brought another man with me.” Quoth she, 
+ He is welcome, too, for your sake.” “But 
my love, replied he, “I have sold my oxen,” 

{+ My dear,” repligd she, * you went to the fair 
for that purpese.” ‘I’ve spent the money.” — 
“If you have,” quoth she, *"twas mo more 
than your own.” ¢ But, farther than that," said 

{ he, * 1 have gone a score tothe amount of forty 
| shillings, and here is my landlord come for it.” 
“If 80,” said she, “T'll go up stairs and fetch | 
itto him,” which she immediately did ; and af- 
terwards treating the landlord with a pitcher of 
cider and a pipe of tobacco, in an amicable main 
ner he took ‘his leave. The farmér beifig so 
charmed with the good economy of his wife 
Grace, told Ther, with tears in his eyes, he would 

do so more ; and declared her his darling, and 
‘the best of women; and from thence lived 
temperate and happy with Dama Grace fo the 
day of his death. But had she stormed him in 
the manner too many are wont to do on such oc- 

{ casions, there is the greatest probability in the 
world, e would have pursped his vicious course 

hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

4A GENTLE HINT. 

I as amused the last morning watch that I 
kept. We were stowing the hammocks in the 

| deck nettings, when one of the boys came with 
his: hammock on his shoulder, and as he passed, 
the first hieutenant pienaitu: that he had a Aw 
of tobacco in his cheek. 

“ What have you got: nin, my good Radia! 
gum-bile ? your cheek is much swelled.” ' 
“ No, sir,” replied the boy, * there's noghing 

at all the matter.” 
.% Oy there must be ; bo is 2 bul tooth, then 
open your mouth, and, let 3 sea.” 
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| superstructure of almost any dimensions. Biblical 

was mightily in his element, and did not cry to | 
go home, bas tarried there some weeks, singing 

{ are very welcome.” + But,” said he, * I have 

| every person, young and old, come to meeting with | of 
his Bible, and follow the minister as he proceeds | v, 

pas- | 

the arious positions advanced in-bis ljscourse. In i 

Impousihle for you to kave 0 eaten Y pagithing with; 
your mouth in such a nasty state, ‘When it’s 

he! again, come to me, and ri be your den- 

tist.” 

From the Vermont rating 
SCOTLAND AND THE BIBLE. 

The common schools of Scotland have a powerful 

influence in moulding the character of the people.— 
In the southern parts of the country, with which I 
am more particularly acquainted, a good education 

ration, and there is not a child that does notacquire 
some knowledge of the ordinary branches of learn- 

ing. The course of education in the common 
schools of Scotland is not very extensive, but the 

instruction given in the ' different branches ‘which 
compose that course, is thorough; and by means of 
it, a foundation is laid on which may be “erectéd a 

instruction forms a part of the exercises of every 
school. The Bible, so far as I know, is always one 
of the class books ; and the Assembly’s’ Catechism 
is regulazly repeated by every scholar that is old 
enough to commit it to memory. . Other compendi- 
ums of Christian doctrine and duty, in the shape of 

catechism, suited to the different capacities amd 
attainments of the pupils, are used in most of the 
schools. ‘At the Seminary, which I Attended, we 
were required, every Monday to repeat the texts of 
the sermons which we had heard the preceding 
day ; and if any of us had mot attended a place of 
worship, it was expected that we should give a sa- 
‘tisfactory reason why we had not done so. I cannot 
say how common such rules were in. other schools; 
‘but I know that we were obliged to submit to them, 

and never supposed that we were more strictly dealt 

with than others in our circumstances. Even in 
the classical schools of Scotland, one day in the 
week is usually devdted to the reading of books on- 
religious subjects ; so far, at least, as my knowledge 
enables me to speak on this point, such a practice 

is common. * Sacred Dialogues,” and # Buchanan's 

Psalm’s” (Latin,) are books which form part of the 
reading of the different classes that passthrough the 
‘grammar schools of Scotland. It is unnecessary to 
say, that all this is well calculated to exert upon the 

| youthful mind an influence whichis favorable to re- 
ligion and morality. “iN 

Instruction on rehgious subjects 1s given, iit 
times, by most of their respective households. The 
evening of the Sabbath is usually employed in read- 
ing the Scriptures, and in attending to catechetical 
and other religious exercises. The Assembly’s Ca-. 
 - is made a text book in every family, as well 

every school. Family worship is so common 
in Scotland, that it is attended to, in many instan- 
ces, even by those who are not considered as pious. 

. Expository preaching is common among all the. 
different denominations in Scotland ; and this Idoubt, 

not, contributes largely to the of the 
people on religious subjects. I believe thero are mi- | 
nisters in Scotland, who have in their public dis- 
«courses, expounded to their congregations the whole 
of the sacred Scriptures. It is interesting to see 
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| people of Scotland 80 Jigtinguished among the rest 

of the nations of the earth for their knowledge, thetr 
he and their religion. So far as these means 

have ; fallen into disuse, in any part of the country, 
the people have become as ignorant and vicious ss 
others; but so far as they have been vigorously 
employed, they have been instrumental in mdin- 
taining that high standard of sobriety and intelli’ 
‘gence for which the Seotch have been so noted. 

: INGRATITUDE. 
Dut readers will agree with us, that the following 

‘recital, in which we mention no names, exhibits an 

instance of inexcusable ingratitude. Mr. A. had for 
many years shown peculiar favor to his poor neigh- 
bor, Mr. B. ‘He raised him from the loweststate of 
life, educated him, put him into a profitable bust- 
ness, and did not suffer a day to pass without con- 
ferring on him some favor, It would be endless to 
recount the many acts of kindness shown him by 
his disinterested benefactor. ' Mr. B. was not entire- 
ly insensible to the kindness of his benevolent friend, 
but as the sequel will show, he did not requite it— 
On one occasion he requested the man he bad en- 
‘iched to perform a slight service for him, which 
‘would ‘cost him neither trouble or ‘expense. Of 

course he promised to do it, bnt on enquiry, several 
days after, it was found that he had neglected it, 
and pleaded in excuse, that he had forgotten the 
request. ‘Without any rebuke, ‘the request was re- 
newed, and a similar promise ‘given, but’ again it 

Fi 3 by Mr. B., on the plea that he had 
| been too busy to attend to it. The same thing was 
repeated again and again, Mr. B. always finding 
some excuse for disregarding the commission of his 
friend. What peculiarly aggravated this ingratitude 
was, that during the whole time, Mr. A, was daily 

conferring some fresh benefit on his neighbor,which 
he now seemed to receive as mere matters of course, 
which called for no particular acknowledgement— 

At length Mr. A. called upon his neighbor who was 
surrounded by comforts, which liad all been the 
gifts of his benevolenee, and told him that he wished 
him to attend to a little service, in the prompt per 
'fotmanée of which his credit and reputation in the 
neighborhood was involved. ~« Of course,” said Mr. 
B., « if your honor in any degrge depends on my 
faithfully attending to this business, I will al 

| everything else give place, while I perform it.”— 
‘With this assurance they parted, and yet will it De 

credited, that Mr. B., "loaded with benefits, and un-- 
der so many, obligations fo his friend, actually forgot 
his promise, and by his neglect gave occasion to the 
whole neighborhood to assail Myr o; nab a man 

The. of this A admits 
ted by all “and our readers would no doubt wish to 
know the real name of Mr, B,, that they might hold 
it up to public execration. - Even then, at the risk 
of being personal, we will" disclose the whole.~Rea- 
der, thou art the man! The blessed Saviour has 
conferred Denefits on you, which you can never re- 

pay. He asks in return only your friendship and 
such services of kindness, as profit you more than 
— ema 

that any person who might. not have one, would ane 
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