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but one entrance and exit, Single houses, ox- 

a. castles always, are for the same reason 
exceedingly rare. The necessity of providing 
against enemies,has perched all the considerable 
‘towns-in Italy upon the tops of hills, or the steep 

- | declivities of mountains, or else along the shores 
| of the Mediteranean, just where the Appenines | 
crowd nearest to the sea. The more inaccessi- | 
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| verted into a fortress. In other case, the Tigtte 
{town is built about a swall open square, having 
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Ex; - at’ fertile willy of Teal ! What 
should-we think of a city on the top of Yount 
Holyoke, or on the side of a mountain house at 

the Cafskills? = And such are the sites of Perd- 
gia and papi !— Foreign Cor. of Ch. Inquirer. 
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Mohammed and his Religion. 

Since the beginning of the world, no other 
mere man has ever exerted on the human family 
so greata religious, moral, and political influence 
as the Arabian, Mohammed. Without those 

rare natural gifis which Providence sometimes 
| eats into exorcise to produce remarkable changes 
| in the world, and even witha narrow views and 

| lender mental attainments, he bas, for twelve 

centuries, thrown the simple yet strong net of 
his doctrine over a hundred millions of souls. 

Like most of those men who have been great 
and energetic, the Prophet of Mecca came forth 
from an intellectuzl atmosphere. There ptevail- 
ed around him a ‘dispesition which he did net 
‘originate, bot which he found already in exist- 
ence, and had only to cherish and extend. The 
Arabians, especially the stock of Koreish, to 
which Mohammed belonged, regarded them- 

| selves as the decendats, through Ishmeal, of the 
pre-emiently favored Abraham. T'o that son, and 
his race, according to the popular belief, had 

although it had, at length become obscured. 
The Ishmaelites wished net to be behind their 
brethern, the Isrealities. They, too, must have 

their prophet to restore the faith of Abraham to 
its original purity, and make it the ‘religion of 
the whole world. ‘By frequent intercourse with 
the Jews and Christians, at ‘that time: (about 
A.D. 600) very numerods in” Arabia, the feeling 
of the matin and of the’ tribe ‘was nattrally 
awakened. The Jewshad dispised and rejected 
the last great prophet whom God had" sent to 
them. “But the Christians, in aifibiiting to him 
divine di nity, had been sbpposed by the hea- 
then to have fallen info the opposite error. They 
had also lost their unity, and were divided into 
a confused multitude of sects contending with 
each other. So, it was believed, since the one 
branch of the posterity of Abraham had ‘made 
themselves unworthy to be the bearer and organ 
of the divine revelation, or had failed to pre- 
form its work, the succession passed to the other 
branch, the descendants of the patriarch by the 
‘son of Hagar. 
"The fulness of time had come. Ale was 

ine for a great reaction of the Ishmealitish spirit 
im religion. , Christianity, Judaism, Parsism, 

| and the. inherited idolatry, hind there produced a 

mingling aud fermentation of religious systems; 
and only the mighty in was needed to 
awake the slumbe-ing, or, collect the scautered 

| energies, and 10 guide. into, the right channel, 
i? {the —— mage stream of Wsagiog 
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of AY and thus a stiff Sndnions: A found- 
ed on the abstract unity of God, and divested of 

the ancient hope which had been cherished by 
pious Hebrews, respecting a Messiah, and of all 
the deep spiritual elements therewith connected, 
became the dominant religion in the Arabian 

peninsula, and soon also in the greater part of 
| Asia and Africa. 

Novel Reading, 
The taste for novel reading, is a serious ‘ob- 

stacle to the ecirculafidn of Sond or religious 
reading matter. ‘Novel readers do not want 
religious books. Indeed their taste has beoorie 
so vitiated, that nothing’ but a novel bloated with 
a sickly sentimentalism, and descriptions of 
love-sick swains and lasses, can’ be relished. 
To such a taste all other kinds of reading are 

| insipid, * tedious and tasteless.” « History is 
too dry and tedious ; biography too much coléred 
nd overstraioed. The Bible, oh that is’ so" dal 
and misterious’; and religions books are ‘only 
opinions of men. Phe Bible tells all ‘about 
religion.” Such may be’ regarded as the Tan- 
guage of those lovers of fiction. 
But if kis tdste were confined to those novels 

which may de considered as moral, it might not 
be so bad in its results. It overleaps'the bounds 
of modesty and morality, and devours witha 
rapid gusto, dishes thatare served up in immoral 

ho (aesed tbe: light bf divine: towelazisney 20d infidel ‘Paris; for every thing that eomibs 
from Paris is fashionable, and eagerly sought 
afier, whother it be a machine for squeezing and 
distorting the human frame, called a dresses ora 
“book, filled with minute descriptions of the 
veriest sinks of iniquity, and highly spiced with 
oaths and blasphemies, called a novel. © 

At one time the book of mysidries comes 
across the waters and ‘all the rage ‘is for the 
“ Mysteries of Paris,” the mysteries of iniquity, 
The prisons and stews of Paris are dissected by 
one anatomist, under the pretence of giving in- 
struction in human nature, and the eurious midl-. 
titude gather around to take lessons. "They 
gaze with ¥ntense inferest upon the dissected te- 
mains, and go away desirous to drink deeper of 
a‘koowledge of ‘human nature. Pheir taste is 
aroused. ‘The scribblers see it, and saon 4 host 
of quack anatomists sprifig up if our'large towns, 
and apish-like, attempt similar dissections to 
gratify the public taste for a knowledge of hu- 
man nature. Al Teast this is the prétaxe. 

Seized with a mania for such mysteries, the 
Jf great and holy mysteries of” the Biblé ‘are disre- 

garded, and that to by’ professing Chiistians,’ to 
some extént.' The precious moments God gives 
to become wise in the ‘mysteries’ of his beak, 
are squandered upon iy be vio of E—-" 
and the Fike. 2 

But before the eager biel wha Anis to 
be’ wise about human’ nature, have half learned 
their lesssons from the ** mysieries,” the * wan- 
diring Jew" comes along, and all mush to hear 
the tale he has to unfeld.. His pilgriniage takes 
all their attention ; and, oh, how delighted they 
are.” They are in exlacies at his revelations, 
They éxélaim with the Frenchman, a 
charmont, magnifique!" | irh 

‘But these are wot all the bagks that take 
!{ well” Some of the, vilest creations that have 
sprung from the polluted imaginations of F'rench- 
‘men are sent forth, and industrionsly giroulated, 
‘to polate and destroy. They are found in all 
parts of our country, the en bi a 

fon one, 5 convinced of ‘one has 
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