
Love Umorented, Eternal, and Un- 
changeable. 

Wi is a common remark among the philesophers 
' that ‘truth is etefnal. 
_among_ them, looking at things as they are and 
as they must be, do not hesitate-to add, that the 

same thing may be said also of rectitude and of 
. beauty. They ‘assure us, for reasons which 
. seem to them satisfactory, that truth, virtue, and 
beauty, exist without beginning to exist, and 

that they can never die. 
#aid, nor so generally understood, that there is 

also an etefnity of Love. If it were possible 
for truth to perish, as it is not, if it were possi- 

ble to designate a beginning or a termination ta 
truth and beauty, it would still be true, that 

love existing witi.out beginning; will live for 
ever. : 

In the first place, love is uncrealed. Ii is so, 
because it is a necessary and constitent part of 
the uncreated life of God. If it eould be said of 

love, that it exists by creation and not by na- 
tare, then it would follow, as no other supposi- 
tion could easily be made, that God created it, 

If ‘God created it, thén there was a time when 

he himself was without it. Buta God without 
love is no God. A God without love is not 
only no God in the true sense of the terms, but 
is a being at the furthest possible remove from 
the true God, and is infinitely unlovely. If, 
therfore, there is a God being, there is a Love 
being. God and Love are one. Love is not 

something accessary, which has been brought 
into ‘union with God in time, bat is an original 
and constituent element of God, antecedent to 

: time. It is not only necessary, like the attri- 
butes of omniscience and omnipresence, bat it 
i constitutive ; it is-that which, mere than any- 
‘thing else, constitutes or makes God. So that 
if life, without erealion, can be predicated of 
God, it can slso be predicated of love. Tt lives 
without beginning; it has life itself. 

2, Tt may properly be remarked, farther; that 
eye is not only unereated, bat efernal. Having 

its foundation not by creation in time, but in the 
original constitution of things, and being, not a 

mere accessory, but a primitive necessary, and 
constitutive element of the divine nature, iis du- 

ration. is measured by nothing less than that of 
God himself. If be somiething, as it obviously 
is, without which the divine nature would cease 

to be a divine nature, how an it be less eternal 
than God is? The eternity of the one involves 
the eternity of the other. When Gad perishes, 

"love will perish ; as long as God lives love' 
will live. “God is love.” 

3. Being uncreated and eternal, true love ne- 

- ‘yer changes. There ate two reasons for this, 
‘ besides what might be inferred from iis uncrea- 

ted nature. ' One is, that it is a part of God, and 
"God never changes. The other is that the rela- 

tion between itself and its object is fixed and 
immutable: So long as love bears the true 
stamp, and has its life from itself and not from 
outward and accessory circumstances, there is | 

no reason why it should change, provided its 
. @bject remains the same. The ob'ect of pure 
or perfect love is being; mere percipient and 
santient being ; being, without any expectations 
of reward for the love bestowed upon it, and 
also without respect to character, ‘although cha- 
Jacter may greatly increase love; being, without 
anything” accessory to its own permanent and 
essential nature; andy therefore, if love loves 

_ existence at all, on the mere ground of its ‘being 
" existence, it must love it forever. 

4. The doctrine of the uncrea 
7 the unchangeable eternity of love is full of con- 

oh solation. True or pyre love, existing as it does 
ft asa constitaent part of the divine nature, is only 
another name. for the divine goodness. If we 

opuld, conceive it, possible for God's love 10 
Oy if we could admit the idea of the anni- |: 
 hilation of the divine goodness, it would at 
"once ca 5% the greatest sorrow, and even des. 

pair. The views which have been presented, 
{shows us that such a change in the divine cha- 
ne racter can mever take place. In God, who is 
vis 5 ofl great fountain of true benevolent feeling, 

e will remain what it always has ‘been; be- 
onrut oi 
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to conceive of his Having any hin : Certain 1 | 
is, that he either natarally loves appropriate ob- 
jects of his love, or is naterally indifferent to 
thefn, or naturally bates them. There is no 
other possible supposition. What value,; what 
interest, what honour, ean attech to a Being 
who is indifferent by his very nature to the hap- 
piness of other beings? Could he ever justly 
claim, or ever actually réceive anything more 
than indifference in’ return t If he were indif- 
ferent, would it be possible for him to create 
and beautify existences, and subsequently: to 
extend to them his support and pratection? On 
the contrary, he would remain without any prin- 
ciple of movement, with no companion but an 
everlasting solitude. Such a being would not 
be God. ‘And still less wonld he be so, if the 

leading attribute of his mind were hatred. 
6. God not only loves, irrespective of charac. 

ter, but he sometimes loves, notwithstanding the 

hatefulness of character, in the objects ef his 
love. It was thus that he loved man in his 
fallen state. He never loved man’s sins; he 
never loved him in the character of a sinner ; but 

he loves him him, always has loved him, and 
always will love him as a sentient and ‘moral 
being, susceptible, of a: renovated life of purity. 
This love never changes, never can change. It 

was under the impulse of this divine love, that 
his great heart of benvolence conceived and car- 
ried into effect the plan of redemption.” It was 
this love, stronger than temptation, mightier 
than suffering, which flowed from the great 

fountain in the heart of God into the hesrt of the 
Saviour, it flows into all sanctified hearts. May 
it be our prayer, that we too, delivered from the 
thraldon of self, may be formed in the image of! 
this: divine love; and thus, raised above the 
things of time and sense, enter in some degree: 
into the participation of the eternal and un 
changeable.~dlliance ¢ Visiter. 

ke They were offended at Him.” 

It is a strange thing that men should be 
offended at Christ. But there are LWo reasons 

for this, which we do well to consider. 
1. The first is found in the condition of his 

followers. 

Many are the poor of this world. who have 
neither educationnor property to give them in- 

fluence. With the forms and manners of fashion: 
able life they are not familiar, T¢ have religious | : 
influence with such, would ‘mortify the pride of 
the high born; the educated, and the wealthy. 
The distinctions in saciety are carried into reli- 
gion, and thus m uliitud es clothed ‘with the robe 

of religion, are offended at Christ, through his 

poor and despised people. * In as muchas we | 
‘have done it unto them, ye have done itunto 
me* oY 

2. The secoad reason grows out of the doctrines 
‘and precepts of Christ, 

Do the scriptures say that God hath chosen 
his people to salvation through ‘sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth? They'are 
offended, and deny that any such choice con. 
stitutes men the favorites of God, unless it 
be a choice fcunded upon the real merit of the 
person chosen. 
Does the New Testament teach that Jesus 

Christ is God? * They are. offended, and con- 
tend that he is a mere man, or Wn, a created 

being of high, order. 

Do the Sotipieses. teach that men are saved by: 
grace. through faith ; and that, not of themselves, 
it is the gift of God? They are offended, and 
claim to rest their acceptance with. God on the 
ground of their own. obedience, Apel 
“The Bible requires self-denial. : ‘Men mast 

forsake evil company, wp righteously, 
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+ If the Setiptares:Assch, that does Dh Christ 
‘divine what rigot have I to object - 
is impossible; Do I know all thin to 
God? Becauso it is improbable? What do I 
know of probability or improbability in the exis- 
tence of the:Divine Spirit? Because I cannot 
understand #2 And what do. I understand? Do 
I know how" a'blade of grass grows? How 
soul and "body ‘united! ‘How — keep. in 
their orbits ¥ © it 

Do the Scriptures ch that. i justified by 
faith alone? What right haved to object? It 
is an evil heart of unbelief that is not willing to 
receive in simplicity what God teaches. 

Some persons suppose that it'is mo conse- 
quence what they believe, if they act right. It 
is true, that if doctrines are not plainly revealed 
—ifthey are'doctrines of men, which have no, 
bearing on ofir spiritual interests, they are mot 
essential to be believed. But if plainly revealed 
—if doctrines of the Bible, having relation to 
our spiritual interests, they are essential to be 
believed. And, in this view, ne mar can act 

right who does not believe’ right. The spirit 
of implieit faith: is the spirit of piety, and, 

therefore, without - it, it is impossible to pe 
God. Pheri SY 

optan: Dronkenhess; 
The opium smoker in his heaven is a fearful and 

sad sight, although perhaps not so degrading to the 
eye as the drunkard ‘from ‘spirits; lowered to the 
level of the brute, and ‘wallowing in bie filth. The 
idiot-smile and death like stupor of the opium de- 
bauchee has something far more awful to the gaze 
than the brutality of the “latter. = Pity, if possible, 
takes the place of other feelings, to behold the fa- 
ded cheek and haggard look of the being abandoned | 

to the power of the drug; whilst disgust is upper- 
most at the sight of the human creature levelled to 
the ‘beast by intoxication. 
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One of the strects in the centre of Singapore, 
East Indies, is wholly devoted to shops for the sale 
of this poison ; and here, in the evening may be seen 
after the labors of the day is'over. crowds of Chinese 
who seek these places to satisfy their depraved ap- 

petites. 

The rooms whee they sit it smoke are sur- 

‘rounded by wooden couches, with places for the 

head to rest upon, and generally a Me room is 
devoted to gambling, The pipe is a reed of about 
an inch in 

for “the. ‘admission of ‘opium is not larger than a pin’ s 

head. The drug, is prepared with some kind of 

charge it, one or two whiffs being the utmost that | 

can be inhaled from a single pipe ; and the smoke 
is taken into the lungs, as from the hooka in India. 
On a beginner, ‘one or two pipes will have an effect, | 
but an old stager. will continne smoking for hours. 
At the head of each couch is ‘placed a small lamp, 
as fire must be Applied to’ thie drug during the pro- 
cess of inhiling ; and from the difficulty ‘of filling | 
and properly lighting the pipes, there is generally a 
orson whio waits upon the smoker to perform the 

office. A féw days, says Lord Jocelyn, of this fear- | 
| ful luxury, when taken to excess, will impart a pal- 

months, or even weeks, will change the strong and | 

‘The pain they suffer when deprived of the drug, no 
language can explain ; and it is only a certain de- 
gree under its influence/that their faculties are alive. | they w 
In the hours devoted to their ruin, these infatuated | 
people may be seen, at nine o'clock in the 
in all the different stages. we co ed 
(ric hrink dv sin SG ) 

and talking under. the Rafvinne of fhe ign 
the couches around are filled with i d 
occupants, who lie. srdyimnetins in idio = 
their countenance, to 

diameter, and the aperture in the bowl | 

incense, and a very small portion is sufficient to | 

lid and haggard look to ‘the features, and a few | 

‘healthy man inte little better than an idiot skeleton, | 2 

by which [57 which Bo wit To “Known was written af the 
daily inte i he AG to wait by the 
want of punctuality on the part of those with whom 
he was connected ; and if we all were thus prudent 
in our employment of « the staff life is made of; av 
“Poor Richard” calls it, the lives of men would 
leave better records, and more enduring memorials. 
~The Christian has a better opportunity than gny 
other man to husband the estate which God hae 
given ‘him in the precious gift of years and moments. 
Years.are made up of days and hours, and he who 
improves the currency of moments as'they pass him, 

| will have a good account to render in a life well and 
diligently spent, Diligence in well doing alone can 
answer the requirements of our duty ; though many 
seem to faney that refraining from overt acts of evil 
is all that a. Christian life demands. And ‘many 
wonder at their own lethargy, and complain of their 
deadness and indifference, when the true cause is 

their idleness, in that they do not “redeem the 
time.” Keep some object or objects continually in 
hand, to which the thoughts may revert, and about 

which the mind may be employed... There is abun- 
dance todo; for * the harvest truly is plenteous,” 
and he who has the cause: of his Master, and the 
good of his fellow creatures at heart, has, as we 
have already remarked, no excuse or occasion for a 
single listless moment.— Episeopal Recorder. ., 

The Symptoms of Backsliding. 
If decay of love to Chirist bé sur disease, it will 

have such symptoms as these : — 

1. Christ will be less in our hearts and Wioths 
than formerly. 

"2. We will be more slack in our obedience, and 
have less delight j in duty than before. 

3. It is a.sign ‘of decaying love, when we lose our 
tenderness of conscience, and our wa. sbhor- 
rence of sin, Christ's enemy. 
4. When we are more ' easy under Christ's ab- 

sence and withdrawing, and’ less anxious for bis 
presence, 

5, When we lose” our wonted ap petites for our 
spiritual food and nourishment from Otfrat, in the 
ordinances. Hac 

6. When we lose our public spiritedness and 
concern for the. interest of Christ's kingdom and 
glory. 

"7. When we ate little concerned to have heart 
holiness, which is Christ’s image, drawn upén the 
soul. 

8. When we have little desire for Chris's second 
coming, or for the enjoyment of him in heaven. 

9. When _earthly-mindedness and Tove to the 
world i is on. the growing hand. — Wilson of 1 Diandee, 

‘The Fate of the Tnatan. 
The most casual observer cannot fail to dis- 
cover, i in the rapid developments of Providence, 
that hod fate of the aborigines of our coun - 
speedil 12 pproaching : a crisis. Astonishing 
it may Sedpidord, it is nevertheless 'e “ho 
vor by long observation, that the White 
man’s presence exerts a m t_del in- 
fluence on the Sb ogy ! di 1 
proof of the fact, however, the following. article 
is nid from the St, Louis. Bovellls, ros 

& convaposdent speaking of the Wirneba- 
¥ “As an example of the progress of 

y in this tribe, brought about by their 
contact with the whites, I may cite a few facts 

of furs | per antum at 
evening, | Prairie du Chien. TWh, yeas thls SRA Faro 

ounte  Lysaghilang Twenty yeats 


