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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

SAINT JOHN, MARCH 14, 1848.

l Emm.\'ﬂow AN EYPBRIMBNT\L
TRUTH.

There is 6ftentimes a very anaterial difference
btyreen‘what ofve really intends to convéy in a
particular form of expression, and what is sup-
posed to be intended by those who read or hear.
n this age of the world, and in this land of
Bibles, nio snsprise ¢an be excited by repeating
the language of even the obscurest paris of the
Seriptures, wheteas men may as rcally marvel
at the true idea intended, as did Nicudemus
whon fold that ke “ must be born again.”

There are few expressions about which the
Pne!mol of vital podliness and the more honest
of tho‘e ignorant of the operations of divine
¢tace, differ more from the seriptural idea and
dlso from each other, than about being born
dmain.

"Phe enemies of vital religion, by whom we
mean those who scoff at secret and social prayer,
and ridieule’ as hypocrites those who' lead a
prayerful, godly life, and profess an anxiety for
the salvation of their fellow men, must necessa-
rily wrest and pervert the idea, or they would
stand ' before the  world confessedly fighting
ugainst God. Those again who are more hon-
est, and credit the Bible as a reveclation of a
praetical atid holy religion, but who are them-
selves inexperiencad in the ways of grace, de-

‘'siring to ‘have a ‘meaning for this and every
other seripture expression, attach that significa-
tion which to them, with their natiral blindness
4od the prejudices of the natural heart, appears
most reasonable ; and so we have it defined by
one, a conversion from Paganism to nominal
Christianity ; by another, a change which "shall
be undergone at the resurrection ; and by" others
= reformation of previous bad habits.

Fortunately however, and as one would think
to the full confirmationof all others in the be-
lief of a radical change in man when he becomes
a christian, all -evangelical denominations, dis-
agreeing on many other points, perfectly coin-
cide here.. They may and indeed do differ even
in regard to the immediate’ catise and manner of
this process of grace, but.as to the nature of the
change——in what it consista—what its effects
are,'the reason and necessity for' it, in each of
these there 'is a perfoet 'coincidence of opinion
among them all. These denominations are fre-
quently jealous of cach other ; they, or rather
individvals ‘connected with them, sometimes
speak bitter things one of another ; they have
rival ‘interests to promote and support; they

~embracq people of all ranks and professions ;
‘their advocates are, some of them, skilled in
every branch of useful learning, others aro igno-
rant of the rudirents of their own mother tongue ;
“how theén can this coincidence be accounted for ?
- "Every man who will give even a brief attention
to this ﬁct. whether he be a learned man or an
‘ignorant one, will see whence this is. 1t is be-
cauu'&h truth is an experimental, in distine-
tion from 4 speculative truth. Of this distine-
tion all can judge, end the credit due to an_ex-
pemuﬂ truth all must admn For instance,
all men agree as to the nature of a fever, so that
when the disease is spoken of there is ne con-
trariety or difference in the wprehu\uoa which
imen receive as to the uatre of the disease ; all

. koow the chamcteristics of it—an accelerated |
pulse, an increase of hext, @ diminution of {,

suength, and ofiena pretervatural thirst. The | 4
truth of this definition may be called an experi- |
‘mental frath ; -men frequently have fevers, and
‘therefore they know experimeniully what ﬁey‘

are, atid those who have not had tbmju”f

{rom ‘observation and from other’s testi

So far the | Wﬁoﬁoh

m.ﬂw.‘ ! mechanic, and |

W ;}

 experimental, trith, and give atteution to the
 theoretical, as to ?%\h:mmner of

'mgeling and treating diseases, that mt

Mmh‘-m 50 well agreed on, m
here all divided, and I'n(e neh lh*mnt
$ optli-m,su e W'D

MY e WA v lu

’L

Wwdwffw% |

a lack of good sense. If a man, however, who
had never had a fever should attémpt to argue
against_another who had one, as to the nature
of the disease, or contend that there was no.
such disease, this is absurd, and there is no
bigotry in withholdiag countenance from suth a
man’s folly.

Every truechristian, we repeat, of every" dxf—a

ferent denomination coincides perfectly as to the
Scriptural idea of being born agam, itis

‘an experimental truth, and there is po feom for

a difference of opinion among them on thissub-
ject, even if they desired it. You may as well
argue with a truly godly man that he has no eyes
to see, or no ears to hear, as to argue that there
is no such thing as being born of the Spirit of
God, implying a radical change of the moral
man, making him to find a- sweet rdelight in
things which were naturally repulsive, and to
be dissatisfied and disgusted with what 1 were
previously the objects of desire; for he has the |
same evidence of the one that he has of the
other ; and this is the work of grace, so deter-
minate, and so well attested by the universal
experience of christians, necessary to qualify us
for the favour of God here, and for his presence
and kingdom hereafter. . This is the saving
change commended to the inquiring Mastér of
Israel.

Kind reader, do you know it? Does ‘your ex-

| perience give you a definite conception of it?

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
Kingdom of God.,

Steamzn Aomirar.—It was with sincere pleasure
we witnessed the arvival, a week since, of this beau-
tiful steamer, on her first regular trip for the sea-
son. We are glad to welcome, also, her experien-
ced and gentlemenly officers, Capt. Rogers and Mr.
Spear, with the former of whom we Bave enjoyed
a long and somewhat iutimate agquaintance as a
christian man, and the latteh we have known for
years, as enjoying the fullest confidence and respect
of those to whose service he has been deVoted.--
They are every way worthy of the noble boat ; her
accommodations, so admirable last year, have been
still forther extended during the winter, presenting
now every dehirable convenience to the public, by
whom we hope she will be liberally patronised.—
Her regular trips are to include the ‘whole route
from St. John to Boston.—Eb.

@7 Rev. James Reid, of Hampton. has, at the re-

 quest of many of his brethren in the Ministry, pre-

pared for the Christian Visitor \k reasons for
adopting the sentiments of vur denomination, We |
have great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of |
his manuscript, and believing they will be highly |
acceptable toour readers; we shall probably com-
mence them in our next number.

(’F7 An interesting Sviree was held Jast evening
at the Methodist Schonl Room, Portland, the pro-
mdadwhchmdo-wdtnprmo. Banner for
the New Brunswick Division, Sons of Temperance.
We understand the atlondance was large, and
the entertainment and exercises very agreeable.
Speeches were delivered on the oceassion by the
Rev, Wm. Harrison, Rev. 5. Busby, Messrs. 8. L. |
Tilley, A. Sime, R. 8tevonf. D, 'l‘ap(ey.
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Acoﬁspondent of the Christian Reflector
~writes from Philadelphia as  follows :—

It may indieate somewhat of the progress, of
Baptist (rnncxples among us, for your read
to be told that a n A cated fOr
ministry among the &pl ians, was lm
week baptised mlhosyo ’ lh:th wag
the Rev. J, A, McKean ;.

oore, of the Secon ' nde niem( edo-
baptisy) church, has baptized, two or three
Sabbaths since, in the Rev. J. H, Kennard’s

meodng—honae, two persons on profesnon of
their faith ; and thatpthe Rev. Dr. Berg, and
another Pedobaptist clergyman, at West Phila-
delphia, alarmed at the progress of Baptist
principles, have been preaching with consider- |
ble talent and energy against them. This last
fact is of considerable value, for the Pedobaptist
brethern, whenever they can be prevailed on to
agirate the subject, usuall y serve our cause more
successfully than we do ourselves. O that they
would all preach’ on baptism at least oncea
year!.

Your readers aref already acqnainted with the
fact, that not a few of our churches are ina de-
lightful'state’of feeling ; and certainly the events
of the last few' weeks do not indicate any de-
cline of interest, At Camden,pn the opposite
shore of Jersey, from seventy to eighty, since
the beginning of the year, have sought the
prayers of the eharch, upwards of thirty of
whom have been baptized in the waters of the

fully progressing at Burlington and Trenton.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Broraen Veny—We have been attend-
ing a series of meetings of late, which we believe
will terminate in the advancement of the Redeem-
er's cause, and in the benefitting of precious souls.
Our first services commenced at Salmon River Frks,
at the Baptist Chapel, on the Sth instant, and con-
tinued three days ; and then on the 14th commen-
ced at 2nd Wickham, and continued between that
Church and the 1st Wickham Church, until Satar.
day afternoon, 19th. The ordained Elders that at-
-tended in the three djfferent places, were as follows :
Elder B. Coy, D. W. Fitch, J. Magee, J. Masters, J.
Bunting, J. A. Smith, J. Skianer, J. King, D. Cran-
-dall, G. F. Miles ; apd Licentiates : A. Mark, E.
Keirstead, and W, Coleman, and a large number of
Deacons, and other gifted brethren from- nq“m
ing churches, who all took an active part in the re-
 ligious exepcises, which re the season pecu-
liatly delightful, and profitable. The preaching had
a particular bearing ou practical godliness, and per-
| sonal piety. and self-denial, in order to enjoy a state
| of revival in our churches, and a znthonng in of
Fﬁonwhono in the broad road to death. The ex-
| hortations were to the same effect; there were also
Qm confouneuheld in the three rupoem church-
es, in conuection with the other services, 1 which
‘added much to the spiritual enjoyment of the season.
At Salmon River, the Church and their mmch es-
tecmed pastor were muehoneompd,mitbur-
vices connected with the ordination of a deacon gave
special interest to the occasion. Other M
friends immediately Mﬂt& the churehi, mani-
fested much satisfaction in the exercises. At the two
and | Wiekham churches, there seemed to be. a spirit o(

ment to continde them, believing that through the
Zion's walls, to see eye to eye in the doctrines and

cMhb lnpwu from time to time
‘assemble at these meetings. Such sermons and ex-

'| hortations delivered under, and followed, by the in-

fluences of the Divine Spirit, mulimtm
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absence of such training no an can be said in
the true sense of the word, to be educated. It
is to be hoped, that while the attention of our
Legislatures in these Provinces, is lawfully di-
_rected to the establishment of Lunatic asyloms
and kindred institutions of .true bemevolence,
that the day is not far distant when we. shall
have in these Provinces, an Institution ereeted
in a central place for the education of the deaf,
the dumb, and the blind, from among our,peo-
ple whe are now alike destitute of any true _

knowledge of themselves, of ‘God,” andof “his
Son, Jesas Christ. . Yours, &e.,

A, McDonx.n.
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InsTiTUTION YOoR THE Dray Axn Duxs,
New York, Feb. 24, 1848,

My dear Mother—1 am' very well. ‘I ath noy
writing a letter to you. I wish you to write a letter
to me. James is happy to stay at the Institution.—
I am pleased to learn the’ elementary lessons, and
improve very much. ' Mr. Benédict is my téacher.
I am very fond of him, because he is very kind to
me. 1In the morning the pupils get up, and t on
their clothes ; they wash their faces and ba
wipe them with” towels. After they comb mﬂr
b’ar,amnnnpab.ﬂ for breakfast, " then the pu.
pils go into the dining room and eat breakfast. After
breakfast the boys go into the shops, and work ut
their diffevent trades. The girls make beds, and
sweep the floor. At 9 o’clock, A. M., one of the
teachers tells us that it is school time. They assem-
ble into the chapel, and the teacher explains a text
from the Bible, snd p prays to God. Then they
into the--achool ' rooms and stay till 12 o’cbck.—-—

lawn. At 1 o'clock, P. M., the pupils go into the
school room, and stay.until 4 o'clock. Afier that
they assemble into tbe chapel, andthe teacher prays
to God. After prayer, the boys put on their hats,
and go to the shops, and ‘work till lheun‘eu

down. After supper, ge into the sitting room
m;ditndyd’mirleuom, .'t:hdhtnd;hc
all pight. ¥send lmh‘yu to all at home.
S Your affectionate son,
‘ OEOMBTLWOR
" Prom the Albion of Satardey last.

Saint Johm Young Ladies’ Total Abstinees. Society.
The first Annual meetiug of the Saint John

Lndln’ Total Abstinence Society was held in
lbo}kll of the Mechanics’ Institute, on Thurs-
day_evening last, and although the weather
proved uﬁnnb‘lo. a very large and respectable
m t. The CM‘I’ was hien
by Mr. N. 8. Dpuill. 'f'hq meeting was opened
by tha
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