
’ ©. Faepericron; 4th March, 1848. 
Dear rset steer, Tomes aman ped the 

bill relating to the erection of two or more Pa- 
rishes in the City of Saint John, was committed 
and read: by the chairman, after whiel the Hon. 
‘Mr. Hazen moved té report pr y § the other 
members from the City anid County of Saint 
John being engaged on select committees. 
A bill'to alter and amend the Act relating to. 

Highwayd, was then ‘comniittéd on mofion of 
Dr. Bari, This bill was the result of the labor 
of ofie ‘of the committees appointed fo take into 
Rides gi i By different paragraphs of His 
Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the ses- 
sion, dnd was brought in by the learned doctor 
as FSlrasofibey committee. ) 

"he pri ciple of this bill is to substitute, 
far as Kael ble, a money tax for the pera 
ance of fie labor, by substitute or in person, 
and the inducement held out to pay the money 
instead of Suglorming the labor is very great. 
‘The sum per day being fixed at the low figure 
of 1s,.3d., in liew of a labor ; common labour- 
ers and journeymen mechaniesare to be assessed 
four days’ labor, and the scale then rises through 
a number of grades, until at. last iit reaches the 
amount. of 76 days. Daring the debate, Dr. 
Thompson: cautioned the committee to take care 
of their seale, and not adopt. ene - which would 
assess any one more than 365 days, whatever 
was Waipropustps as he thought there would be 
some difficulty in enforcing the law. : 
The debate on this bill continued throughout 

the day, and was the most tiresome and unin- 
teresting which ‘has eceutred during the session. 
It ended in the bill being reported as agreed to. 
A bill relating to the New-Brunswick Elec- 

tric | Pelégraph Company, and another having 
reference io the Saint Andrews Railway Com- 
pany beri 2 Sibir bat I could nog hear the 
title of either © a 3d ‘which were 'pre- 
sented, in con nee of the confusion in the 
gallery by the retirement of those who had oe- 
 - Mach the aftérnoon. 

r. Rivofle then addressed the chair 
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House fora few nioments, A bos 
ti ypon a matter ‘which concerns ny # + 
sondlly as a'meénibet of this House. hs iin 
ening : rir ot roy 
ibn, purporting to igned’ by Benj. L. . 
2 Justice of the Rosser City “and County 
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‘nearly to the same extent, for if the 
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return ave taken, it will be | 
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desire of the parties so interested, that the adjo- 
dication of such cases should be submitted to a 
tribunal, alike independent of the seaman, mer- 
chant, shipowner, or shipmaster, 10 be presided 
over by a person in no way interested in the re- 
sult of the eause,—and, Mr, Speaker, for the ac- 
complisbment of this most reasonable, and to 
my mind, praiseworthy object, 1 shall, as a re- 
presentative of the City and County of Saint 
John, continue my energies, . 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the House for the indul- 

gence afforded me in thus enabling me to place 
my views and conduct fairly before my consti- 
tuents, and I shall not tronhfe the House farther, 
but merely add, thatI feel I can better serve. my 
constituents by attending to their business in the 
Legislature than by entering into a controversy 
with Mr. Peters, or any other individual, whose 
personal interest in perpetuating a system so _ob- 
jectionable and so detrimental to the public good, 
seems but too apparent. 
Mr. R. D. Wilmot said that he was placed in 

the same position with reference to thie article 
in question as his hon. friend, ana pointed out 
the libelous scurrility of its language, stating 
that his first intention was to treat it in another 
way, by a notification to the printer who had 
given publicity to such falseliood, as he had ne- 
ver used any language which warranted soch 
gross scurrility. to had made no attatk on 
the Magistracy in St. John in general, nor on 
Benjamin L. Peters ‘in particular,” “The hon. 
member then took a view of the proceedings in 
Seamen's cases as exhibited in the returns. 
‘Mr. Woodward believed he was included in 

the attack’; be had never seen the article nor did 
he wish to see it. It would be" perfectly inthe 
recollection of lon. members, that he di bind 
stated, that 6 did not impugn the jndgement o 
the Court in‘dny of the cases tried. That be 
stated at the time, that he believed they had ge- 
nerally been decided on legal points, raised un- 
der the imperial act, ‘and that he was anxious for 
the ge, iment of a Court for the trial of sac 
causes, which should hive an equitable as we 
2 legal’ opie i * Nothing krish be 
said would warrant the lage quoted by, 
hon. friend, fri Wh alr was there 
anything said daring the debate would justify it; 
he did not know whether ths pana tify 
such an attack, for tie Had not’seen it - 
Hon, Mr. Hazen said both, his. hon. friends 

were wrong in adopting this course. If he was 
not mistaken there was a similar case came. up 
before the House, when it was decided that it 
was improper 10 notice what ‘in News 
Papers, on the floor-of that House. During the 
Jast year he had been grossly libelled: almost 
every ‘Fhe foulest and most outrageous 
things bad been said of him iin the St. i ot 

s, which his hon friends must have seeny but. 
took-mo-notice of them. ‘Ihe better way was 

not to read such articles. If ‘he were to com- 
plain ‘to the House of the libels which had been 
published of ‘him duting the recess, the public 
businéss must stop, ‘they would be unable to get 
ony but'if they treated thosé news paper ' gerib- 
blers dn the way they deserved, they would re- 
fuse to read their articles and then ing 
would not 'be injured by gn fod - 
‘Mr. Ritchie said his hon. friend h 

: Him ; he did not come to that House to 
5 hee Jie to'set himself right “before 

titoents ; ‘and as to feeling, he had no 
fe ng bila tever in the matter, unless 
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under the provisions, of shat bill, that the work 
had been performed. + : 
A long debate thee ensued, during which 1 

gathered that the bill in its original state pro- 
vided that the labor, so to be petformed, was. to 
apply to the liquidation of any Crown debt now 
due, or which should afterwards become due on 
purchase of wild lands. His honor, the Speak: 
er, was the first to take exceptions to the pros- 
pective operation of the bill ; and stated that if 
it should be confined toa retrospect operation he 
would go with ityand allow Crown debters,whe- 
ther on bond or otherwise, to pay their debts in 
this way, but ifit-was contemplated to commence 
new settlements on this principle, by granting 
lands and to pay bonds, and then allowing these 
bonds to be éancelled on thé certificate of a’sur- 
‘veyor of highways, or a commissioner of bye 
roads, he should, however, certainly go against it. 
This feature in the bill having. been fully dis- 

cussed, pro and 6on, it was’ finally put to the 
test of a vote, whether ‘the bill should havea 
prospective operation, that is to say, whether its 
provisions should extend to land purchased after 
the passing of the bill, and on the question be- 
ing taken it was decided in ‘tho negative. Itap- 

red during the discussion there is at present 
due the crown, £24,000 on land, &c., which 
sum, or a part thereof, may perhaps be paid, off 
in work ongthe roads ; but I was struck with a 
remark which fell from Mr. Wark, that if they 
could get new reads for old debts he should; be 
happy to make the exchange, bat he feared those 
who would not work on the roads to get money 
to,liguidate the: debt, were hy no means likely to 
go to work on the same terms to. cancel a bond, 
During this discussion there was geite sharp 

work between Mr. Fisher from: Yorky and Mr. 
End from Glocester. The former having said 
something when interrupted dating the time he 
was addressing the chair which the latterdid not 
like, when Mr. End sat down Mr. Fisher rose 
and before he sat down he certainly did not spare 
his antagonist who also put in a sort of ranning 
commentary as Mr. Fisher proceeded. The heat 
however soon’ subsided and matters went on 
quietly afterwards. id 
i After she decision that ‘the operation of the 
‘bill should be confined to the liquidation of debts, 
now due the crown, § ‘was réported to 
allow ‘ume to make other alterations in the bill 
before it should be again Committed. 
A discussion then arose on 2 Bill sent down 

from the Legislative Council, with amendments. 
The Bill was to establish the road from Wood- 
: ‘to the mouth of the river de Chute, sur- 
‘veyed by Messrs. Brown and Hayward, as one 
of the great roads of the Province ; and the 
amendment of the Council was to concur in this, 
"bat to establish that line in lieu of the read now 
foprafing and-used as the great road of -eomumu- 
nic rs between this city and Quebec. 
"Mr, Connell opposed the second reading of 
‘the amendment, and wished the Bill thrown out 
mther than make ; 

by Mr. Brown, 
: ie the exchange. 
This was earnestly. opposed 

Mr, Hayward, and the. Surveyor General ; and 
ue discussion ended in the amendment being 
read a second time, with the intentioft of dis- 
cusssing the subject again tesmorrow. 
Mr Partelow, from the Committee on’ Trade, 
reported on upwards of thirty petitions that had 
_been submitted for the consideration of that com- 
‘mittee, and L observed thas the prayer of a good 
many of them was no: sustained by the com- 
mittee: The House then adjourned, having been 
occupied from tem until gix o'clock. © © 
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_ Frepwnicron, Tth March, 1848. 
Dedr Sirs, —This morning the members’ of 

the select committees on Roads and, ‘Railways, 
were both sitting until” after 1 o'clock, conse- 
quently. mo business of importance could be 
taken ‘wp until they came ‘ih and took thei 
places in the House of Assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Hazén, the billin addition to 
| and amendment of the Act relating to the Pro- 
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expected that three or four keepers could take 
cate of sixty men, such as were sent to the peni- 
tentiary, wnless the grounds were thoroughly 
enclosed. He also alluded to the fate of the 
person who had lost his life in aitempting to 
make his escape, by being shot down by one oi 
the Keepers, and although he concurred in the 
correctness of the verdict of Justifiable Homicide 
which was returned in that case, he insisted 
strongly for the adoption of sueh precautions as 
would render unnecessary a resort fo the effusion 
of blood and loss of life. 

‘The three principal points ‘which Mr. Hazen 
sought to establish by the arguments "which he 
used in favor of the Bill, were these. 1st, that an 
additional tier of cells must be erected, other- 
wise no more persons could be sent there, and 
that this would involve an expense of £500 a: 
least. ‘2nd, that the picket fence must be comn- 
pleted, otherwise the present prisoners could not 
be 'keptat work'in making bricks, &e., by a few 
keepers, and that would involve an additional 
expense of £250, which must be granted, 31, 
that the question of who was to pay the expense 
of conveying prisoners te the 
should come broadly out and be finally settled 
by the Committee, either as provided. for in the 
bill or in.any other way the Committee might 
think proper, His opinion was heretofore and 
remained still the same; that the expense ot 
transporting convicts to the prison, should be 
borne by the different Counties which sent then. 
The only. other alieration made in the law tw 
which Mer. Hazen deemed it necessary to direct 
the special attention of the Committee, was that 
he had provided a section making it felony for 
a prisoner toattempt to escape, and had fixed 
the legal custody of convicts in the keeper of 
the Penitentiary to settle any doubt which might 
exist on that head. 

Mz. End followed Mr. Hazen at great length, in 
favour of ‘the Province paying for the transporto- 
tion of convicts from the different Counties, insis!- 
ing on the great hardship which the counties oi 
Northumberland, Gloucester, Restigouche, Kent. 
and other Counties, would have to bear in the c:- 
pense of carrying persons-under sentence of confin- 
-ment in the Penitentiary from these counties to St. 

John ; in some cases it would cost the County £25 
each, and at a latter period of the debate be moved 
as an amendment that this should be a Province 
charge. A warm debate ensned; in which Mr. 
Street and Mr. Barbarie adopted the views of Mr. 
End. Mr. Carman also followed ina speech ot 
some length, on the same side, white Mr. Hanning- 
ton and others ‘supported the ‘views of the hon. 
mover. ¥ ak idl ¢i 

His worship the -Mayor sfiade a powerful speech 
against Mr, End’s aniendment, pointing out the «i 
feet which it would have, in inducing magistrates to 
sentence persons convicted of petty thefts and minor 
offences; over which they had jurisdiction, to the 
Penitentiary instead of to the County Gaal; all 
they would have to do under that amendmentiwouald 
be to pass sentence, and then they were Tid of the 

nder and of the expense of keeping him, =. 
,, His Honor, the Speaker proposed that the amend- 
ment should extend only to priseders convicted at 
the different courts of oyer and terminer, in the sc- 
veral counties. this suggestion was immediately act- 
ed upon by Mr. End, who amended his motion to 
suit the views of the Speaker, «Mr, nN , how- 
ever, still resisted, and the House ig “Y when 
the amended amendment was carried by a large ma- 
jority. Mr. Paretlow and Mr, Hannington demanded 
the names which were taken accordingly. 
During this debate’ Mr. End made a proposition 

to throw a moral wall ww the penitentiary, bv 
authorizing tf Kekprs o he attempting 
Fto escape, which twas resisted by Mr. Hazen and Mr. 
Woodward as unheard of in a christian Country. 
Mr. Woodward also divected attention to the fact 

that the prisoner who lately" lost His fife, had done 
‘afte: ng divine service, which 

wag performed on "Saturday instead of Sunday, 
‘practice which My. ‘W. contended ought to be dic. 
continued, and'if the gentleman who at présent held 
“the ‘office, could not attend to’ the on Sunday, 
“some one else Should ‘be‘appointed. ~~ "1" 
we Ly ¥—r replied, that he had not before 
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