74

dreﬂth part as much as we supposed. Save a
very small moiety, our troubles are all borrowed,
begged, manufactared, or stolen. Men have no
business to be misgrable in such a world as this.
And 1dast lfall should the children of our Fa-
thet in heaven be miserable. No, 0o, be Nappy ;
end begin at once.—Indiana Mes,
T — e ————
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SAIN'T JOHN; JANUARY 26, 1848.

In place of other editorial matter, and that our
usual space may be allowed to correspondents
and selected articles; we submit what we have
hastily penned, as a Review of a letter to the
Baptist Ministers of New Brunswick and Nova
Secotia, issued since our last, by W. W, Eaton,
of this eity, in his monthly pamphlet, * The
Christian.”

We had concluded to leave the Lettet, and
the Pamphlet that contained it, without other
notice than that in another column, but it is |,
intimated to us. respecttully, by those whose
advice is entitled to eonsideration, that insinua-
tions and accusations of such magnitude against
the " ministry of our Denomination, and such
slanderous ‘misreptesentations of the people of
ouf several ¢harges, ought met to pass unno-
ticed ‘and ‘unrebuked : Suchpamphlets circulate
oftentimes amongst people who do not wait for
other evidence than the unsupported assertions
of those, whio, making common ‘cause. with a
wicked world, take pleasure in deriding and
mocking the followers of Christ.  With no dis-
position, or even willingness, to prosecute a con-
troversy with one so little qualified or disposed
to communicate or elicit information upon de-
bateable points, we pl‘ooo'bd' to examine the se-
veral parts of this letter. 'We leave our Nova
Scotia brethren to act their own pleasure, know-
ing their ability to speak for thsmselves; what
we have to say, thérefore, will be considered as
having reference to' the Baptist Ministers and
Ohurches of this Proviace.

1st The letter opens' with an implied charge
against our Ministiy, in allowing themselves 1o
be addressed as Rev. : that they “ treat with

. disrespect that -incomprensible Being who, and

g, Who only, is called Revenexn.” . This evidently
‘upon the writet's construetion of Psalme
. 9, “holy 'and reyerend isHis name.” If
rom this verse, which is. the only one in the
ible in which thé 'word is employed, its appli-
cdtion to man ‘is interdicted, sb of course must
be the word holy, whick fixes the writer’s charge
of contempt upon mest of the inspired writers,
who frequently in the:@ld Testament, and in
the'New, speak. of holy mountains, holy oil,
holy people, hioly place, holy temple, holy things,
wnd especially apon Paul, whe is most frequently
guilty of applying it to bis: brethren, * But,
wow are they holy ¢ * As. the elect of God, holy
and'beloved ;" * That this epistle be read to all
thevholy- brethren ;" * The Adly women also,
who trusted in God,” &c. We repel the wri-
ter’s insinuation, upon several grounds, ' lst.
The Lord has not revealed himself in that or
‘Verse of the Bible, under the appella-
"It is not. one of the names of
: m-uunmwm it so,
as is evident from the faet, that neither the word
holy mor revetend is. commenced with a capital
Tetter, as is always the case with propet names.
Snd. From the fact that this is the onlym in
which thie original werd employed is translated
reverend, whilstin other 'plages, as in Psalms
lvii; 2, and' Psalms Ixvi.. 8 §, and Nehemiah
tudyifie is translated * lerrible ;" % The ,Lord
llullnch i ferrible ;" * How terrible art thon ;7"

khm ¢ 4 The greatand lerrible God.”
Bishop Horn umPnlm.tlm"wlamw

the use of this word, which in plain English |
simply means venerable, or worthy*of tespect. |
We have no doubt our brethren feel more anx-
ious to deserve such a title, than merely to
have itattached to ‘theit name ; indéed if the
Minutes of our last Association are eonsulted,
he will not find_the ‘word once employed, but
invariably "Eider.

W. W. E. then proooeds to disavow any in-
tention of treating us in a dwrespeotﬁsl‘*iﬁnm,
the probability of which may be in from
the insinuation already noticed, and in identify-
ing our position and influence smong our people
with that of the “ Romish Priesthood ;** repre-
resenting us as “ recreant to our Creed, and past
profession ;* as ¢ refusing to préach the gospel
as we understand 1t ;" and as * trying educa-
tional; politicaly and other plans -to. build . upa
cause which we know with the slmplo New
Testament we cannot sustain.” -

Some of our number dre then charged with
treating its author with % peculiar rancowr,”and
“fnducing “many ‘in'the ‘community’ to believe
that he held ‘and propogated principles fanda-
mentallv erroneous.” From the wording' of this
chnrge we infer, of course, that he has special
reference to those in this vicinity ; and althbngh
we cannot deny this abisolutely, except in case
of our own individual self, yet we have the best
reason to doubtit. -'We have now mingled freely
in this community for more thana year, and most

‘positively affirm that it has never, to our know-

ledge, on one oecasiaon, been displayed in ‘our
presence.. 'We ‘hardly ever heard the writer’s
name mentioned among our brethren, or' kis
pamphlet alluded to, and ‘certainly never in any
such way as he represents ; and we doubt ‘very
much if our brethren “in other parts of the Pro-
vince trouble themselves aboutthe writer, or his
opinions, or productions, more than in thls’vlui-
mty.

“P'he writer then procoedl 'to ‘say tlm our
Chiarches are kept from exercising proper ehris:
tian charity by the “undue influence” which we
have over them, * Like priest<<like peoplo” is
as fully verified in the present state of ‘your |
Churches as in that of Rome :" that “as many
are disposed to differ from the Minister in one
communios. as .in the other.”  Such 2 slander
as this against our Churches we do not
needs refutation in thisor nym
a Baptist Church exists in the Province:: 8O
shows however in. what disesteem the writer
holds the Apostle’s charges to churches as given
in Heb, xiii. 7, 17. 1 Thes. v, 12, 13, and his
ohuge tothe Elder’s, éou:u. 28. If W. W,
'E. is disappointed.and vexed that he cannot stir
up divisions and strife in Baptist Churches, and
draw away their members, let him state it in a
manly way, but charges so grossly false and
Vile are certainly beneath an honourable and up-
tight mind: But this, priestly domination and
tyranny over the sentiments of our Chuches are |
represented as being *in the way of all refor-
‘mation, of which there' is no hope till 1t begins |
with you, yes; you, gentleman.” =

To commence a reformation according wﬁd
writer, we must * in the fitst ‘place dispense |
with our Cresp, and neither teagh  nor practice
any thing, without a ¢'thas' saith the Lord,>*
Why not, if the writer’s professed 'inténtion is |
his real one, 10 convince us of errors; 'why mot |
take our Creed, which he would have us dis
pense with as unscriptural, and point out ifs er-
rors one by one ! - Why niot seléet one or more,

if they are unscriptural, and challenge seripture

proof t and itwould be

immediately forthcoming. |

‘But; no, insinvations and assertions; as they are | jo

the only means employed, ‘are shown to be in
‘the author’s mind, the most effectual with which |

‘to attain his end. We have confidence in -our |

‘doetrines, and therefore we 'are not ‘afraid that |
other. people should knew our Crixn. We have |

..-ndopbd them oumiontolg M’ﬁonﬁ“b
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highly Calvanistie our preaching has come to be
. @8 Armenian as that of the Melhodists,” writes
W.W. E.

To make such a statement as this without Te-
liable authority IOM in'the extreme, and
‘We challenge the ' Vme‘ to mention one man
among the pmang:ﬂmhuy of the Association
in this Province, ‘or one Chureh attached 10 the
same, who doeés not hold and teach and love as
the doctrines of Christ the doctrines of our creed
which is more than twice 15 .or 20 years. old,
and was held in the same esteem by those who
preceded us. However inconvenient our creed
may be to the author of the letter, as a witness
against his calumny, we can conceive of many
other advantages equally beneficial to us, which
would lead us to hold to it, and to every part of
it, until it shall be sho'pto be in part er wholly
unseriptural, but we re(}mre more proof on
such a point than the unsupported assértions
of so unscrupulous a writeras W. W, E. " But
the ignorance displayed iwlttompunm support
this charge is as gross as its falsity. “quvhaing
diligent students ot Gill, you have, with'few ex-
ceptions become admirers of Fuller.” ' And
~where did the writer acquire so much informa-
tion? We’ll ventare to ‘say there are net 3, nor
ever were there 3 at one time of the Baptist Mi-
nisters of New Brunswick that owned or ever
read Gilly nor do 'we believe there are six' of
them at present out of the 48 ordained ministers
of our Body, that own or ever read Fuller's
works.  'We-wish they'did admire him enough
to procure and study his nmnswerable refutation
of Armihianism on the one ‘hand and Antine-
mianism on the 'other, and if ‘W, W, E. knew
anything of Fuller's Works from the study of
them Nimself,-he mnever would be guilty of so
foolish an assertion or supposition, as that ‘stu-
dying-and admiring Fuller would make one ‘an
Arminian,
from, as he supposes, importing preachers frot
the * States,”” or educating them ' theére, and
adopting the system of the Baplists in the
States. - We know of - but' one of our body
edueated there, or imported ‘from there, and he

‘graduated at a Congregatibnalist College and
pursued his theological studies at a

T ‘of the same denomination and his
ry/is.at.any. time open for inspection
| found the works John Calvin, John Bd-

‘wards; John Howe, . Charnock, Joha' Dick of
Glasgow, Joseph Butler, &e.; with scarcely a
a dozen out of 500 volames which can be called
Avininian, indeed we doubt, aid many well in-
formed person will have the same doubls whe-
&Qom the'use of the word ' Arminian, . the
~writer of the letter knows what Arminianism is,
We are then charged with- “ﬁuwbdmﬁ
‘unanswerbly true’ certain mmq
by a-Dr. Johnston of Halifax (15 or 20 years
M ‘We have applied to the oldest member
of our body within reach, and he knows not to
| what or %0 whom ' the writer refers, ‘and yet a
 most base ‘chasge is founded hereon, that we |
*“Mmhﬂy confessed judgement against our-
‘selves,? that we have seen the original Gospel
disinterred but as & body have stepped back and
vefused to proclaim fully this Gospel.” Here
again we will venture our opinion founded upon
the'fast that no one of our body in this vieinity
| ever'saw or heard bofore of what the writer al-
Judes 10, (though one-at least” of us has had a

wwwm“m
to-the Denomination for the 13 years last past)
‘thiat'mot 6 of the 48 Ministers ever read or know
!hmonbolomnhmdw and upon
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‘This - may have arisen however, |

word of trath, we admit; and the Lord ever de-
liver us from such a self conceit as would spurn
the advantages of education ;.but what -political
plan or what concern direct orindirest with po-
lities 'has our body ! none whatever, aid the
writer knew so, and equally impossible would

ithe for him to mention any other intrigaing
plan pursued by us gs a sebstitute for the New
Testament, The writer knows full well that it
is the chief glary of the Baptist Denomination
that they will notconsent to any Dectrine or Or-
dinance or Discipline but such as is strietly and.
explicitly seriptural, and the credit of the Deno-
mination stands staked upon this matter, nbt
only in this Province but wherever it is found.
The Bible and the Bible only is the rule of
Faith and Practice amongst us. But it accords
with the Spirit manifest throngh the whole letter
to tantalise where we would be most sensitive
by his confident assertions unsupported by the
shadow of "a proof. © We Have proracted our re-
view far beyond what we intended ; in taking
leave of W, W. E. we would make a suggestion
for his consideration.  If he has any definite
views himself which he wishes to propogate,
let him statethem fully and fairly, and then
prove them, or if need. be defend them, and thus
command by fair mieans an intelligent assent as
he-certainly may, if they are true ; or, on the
other hand, if grieved at the supposed unserip-
tural sentiments or practices of others, let him
state the points, tbodmin-.thopnoms,
make matters definite and intelligible, sustain
his positions by proper proof and eredible testi-
mony ; and he may, at least, ‘by such a course,
maintain his character for integrity, and how-
ever men might “judge of his talents or his ac-
quirements they might be permitted l| respect
him as a man.

AMERICAN m F’om Buu SecieTy ~AcC-
cording to a By-Law,of this_Society, contribu- -
tors to its funds, whether individuals or Aux-
illiaries, are permitted 10 draw baek in Bibles
or Testaments for home ‘i»ﬁb!mﬂl o the
amount of ene half of their contributions. :

It has been suggested in different Guarters, and
if we mistake not a resolution to that effeet was
passed at huuhh-w
in Nova Seotiz, that the Baptists 'in these Pro-

inces should avail themselves of this privilege.

We Thope no sueh course will
ed, a:in?mmu!?g both ﬂ;ﬂhlthﬁoomy
and oursélves.” "Phey weed all the ‘mioney they
meMth npm of foreign

p‘mm“wdﬁtnmmcrm
bible by umuhud words, and help to
mmmwormsmma

foreigmand uninteligable words, ean only depend

upen the Translation a Home, or the
Am. and For. Bible Society in the States.: We
| are bound therefore in every possible -ay iu&
WNMM Soecieties.

. When we econsider the pﬂuwf"\hh tn‘
For. Bible Society’s bibles, ‘and compare with
it the price of bibles and testaments 'of the By,
and Foreign Bible Society, which we {llave a
band, it will atoniee appedr that we Jom.up
per centage in all- we procure, in addition to the
expense of transmitting the funds, and the return
freight on she bibles. ' We can get at our own
doors a bible as good for 14. 3d. as they can pos-
sibly afford us for 2+.; and we think that at least
this m-nnﬁ»ucvwhztm 86~
veral varieties of Bibles and Testaments when
the qnqu M buﬁa' ﬂ &eu.

ult then Wait uu.iualdtbo m-ng
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