, Hulmu. Apnl 24th, 1848.
‘ Dul B-muu.-- :
This. Communieation contrias, a few rag-
_ ments of Baptist History, which 1 forward. in
cosapliance with a request in 3 late numbec of
the Visiter.

I am  persuaded that a faithfu! retrospective
viaw of the Churches through this Province wili
wecomplish much under the blessing of God, for
their prespetity in future, by enabling the fol-
lowers of Jesus to avoid the rocks upon which
many. have split,'and “also inepiring them with

- renewed zéal by “ remembering the years of the

right hand of the Most High.”

In reference to the origin and preservation of
Baptists in the world, wemight adopt the words
of our Lord, *from the days of John the Bap-
tist until-néw.” But in regard to some of the
€ hureheés in this Provinee, it is difficult to name
the Bonoured servants of God who first sowed
the seeds of the Gospel truth in those commu-
nities where they exist, nor is it an easy matter
to ascertain the circumstances which first led to
their foﬂmuon # and painful as the statement
may Be, ‘it ought not to be concealed, viz., that

- #ome of the Churches have completely lost their

'+ visibility. In taking a glance at the Baptists in

Sqﬂh

'&uubi, I labour under the above inconveniences,
but’ u .most of these honoured men of God, who
first proclaimed the cheering news of redemption
in this region are still in the harness in the
Charch militant, I hope that any errors that may

. be mage will be corrected; or defficiencies sup-

plied.*;

Ambting the first Bsptiu pmbm that visited
this part of the Province, may be named the fol-
lowing highly esteemed brethren :—

Elder Jobn Noice, of P. E. Island; Eldar
Jossph Crandell, of Salisbury ; Elder Theodoro
tlarding and Elder Edward Manning, of Noea

- Néarly hlf a ceptury has rolled away since
thiey ‘éommenced proclaiming in - this land. the
gierious doetrine of salvation thtough the blood
of the Lamb, Heuen owned and blessed their
labéurs, and .nnben believed and were bap-
M .was . formed, consisting of

All dwollng of Mr. Hugh Doyle, on the
‘premises now occupied by Mr. D. Check, near
the, Episcopal Chureh, in the Vale. Mr. Tho-
mas Auky who was the Clerk of the Episco-
pal Church at the time, was among'the fruits of
Mg, Harding’s Ministry in that plece, and who
afterwards became a bﬁ}lﬂbg and shining light

in' the world, Mr. Harding ig. said to have ut- |

teud the Mkwing remarkable words at one of
the first meetings that he' hold there, Mr. Ans-
lcy being present.’ “There is a man in this

tion whom God will raise up to preach

the everlasting Gospel.” "There was much op-

‘posirion to the Goapqt in these days, some of
tose who persecated the followm of the Sa-
viour have since diel sudden nd nnhnppy

‘e “‘.o

hu-pm was also doui‘ its work of de-

Yah 1ation, not only among the irreligious, but,

alsp among the professed people of God ; and

one. who was 3 member of th;o clgnmh, died the

vietim of the drinking usages of society,
! Sopmomm Harding left, Mr, Gilbert.
" Harris of Nova s“-‘“‘v visited this place, and.
was the means of the convetsion of many
recipus souls, the church gave him a call to be-
come their pastor. and sent a request to Elder
‘Hading to come a wm im to that office. | tion,
. Mr. Has "&M"g &Oﬂ,bntlmr
 dua dgliberation upon the ‘,lm whs sl

Elder Theodore 8. Harding,in{-

: hauﬂylfﬁ“’ "’m

Aly ¢ of‘befng without thet [
o)

. | Norton, sssisted at the erdiantion of u: uu-
tis, and at the same time two ot the brethren,

James Dougan and Mr. Freeze were ordained to
the Deacon’s office.

Elder Harding’s fears were soon mdmd tho .

church languished, and ultimately lost its visi-
bity. Mr. Harris left for the United States,
since which time I'have not been able to obtain
dny information respecting him. It.is to be re-
gretted that any church should proceed in so im-
portant a matter as ordination, without the ¢on-
currence of expetienced brethren from sister
churehes ; invariably, disastrous results follow.
May our prayers ascend to heaven that we may
be spared the recurrence of such evils, that the
purity of the ministty ;may be preserved, that
confidence in each other may be cherished among
the echurches, and - that union, fellowship, and
holy eoncord may be maintained among us as an
associated body that we may consecrate our ener-
gies to elevate the denomination in nghteous-
ness and true holmess, and send the glonon'
goipel of the blessed God to the ends of the
earth.

In the year 1823, Elder Joseph Crandall and
Elder James Innis baptised a number of believ-
ers, and in the same year Elder Crandall formed
a new church consisting of sixteen members ;
two or three of the number had been members
of the old church before mentioned::: they kept
up the worship of God, and were visited occa-
sionally by ministering bsethren, until the year
1828, when brother Titus Stone was, at their re-
quest, ordained Pastor of the Church, by Elder
Joseph Crandall and Elder Francis Pickle. Br.
Stone’s labours were blessed in the addition of
twelve by baptism to their nunbor After Elder
Stone ceased to be their pastor, the church was
visiled in successive penodn by the undermen-
tioned brethren who were i mental in adding

to the chureh the following ndmbers by bap-
tism, viz: Elder Joseph Crandal, two ; Elder
Francis Pickle, one : Elder Wm. Pulcipher, two ;.

Elder John Marsters, four ; Elder James Blake- |

ney, seventeen ; Elder David Cnadall. twenty ;

Elder Saml. Hartt, of the Frq Ohmtlan Bap- {

tist body, four ; also received by, lodm at differ-
gnt times, five. Total nnmber in the ’mr 1845.
eighty,three. ..

Daring this year tho M u‘lpﬁd ahy ‘the
community, erected a neat’ ud commodious
place of worship, at the -opening of ‘whieh our,
venerable brother, Elder A.:Kulty D. Di, was.
present, and preached in his uswal-able manner,
In 1846, brother Jarvis Ring visited the church;.
he was ‘employed by the St. John Domestic
Missionary board. Brother Ring’s labours were
blessed to the church and community, and dur-
ing his mission' some important arrangements |
were made, two additional deacons, a clerk,and |, -
a tréastrer were appointed;and one added to the

chiuroh by/baptiem. ' Afier brother Ring’s depar- | 118

ture the church was destitute, until visited by
Mr. Mathew Smith, from P. E. Island, who
continued with them until February last, when
some ¢ tances transpired which led to his,
being excluded by the church,a minute of which
is entered on the church record, dated Fe-
bruary 18th, 1848. Some important ¢circum-! |-
stances have taken place mﬂi date, which
are reserved for a fature cc n; I shall:

| elose the present - one with a reflection or two,

which have am‘n'm my mind, viz: lst. that
these churches, (although bléssed 'with the vis-
its of many excellent brethren, \lho have been
the means of nvi many pnciou souls,) yet|
ﬂih mh of “tribula-'

oversight. ah nent udp
mnintil‘f:dhe of God’s house, %’b ‘teaéh
tion | the members all things whatsoever Chiist ‘cofi-|
urch, | ménded. g From those ehnnlm who dmo-
m‘ m Q,ulll for

was | the faith, the blessed 59 ,,f
' ’Pmm‘mo ‘ i
' ' ummod

omnim
.m- mm nmﬂ' in |

Spen.

mo.o-—hﬂbopoogh mﬂntben.OGd,huu
the people praise thee,’ &¢. - .
T ¢ I am, Dear Brother, -
Yours: h the Love of the Gospel,
, Joan Fuucxs

For the Chmmn Vmcot

THE GOVERNMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF
A CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

Letter 1st.

The | union and peace of the church of Chnst. are
of great nnpoﬂunce to its purity and efficiency.
This is shcwrn by the frequency of the exhortations
given in’the Scriptares to cultivate brotherly love,
and jorbemnee, and union. Hence the exhorta-
tion, “ be perfect, be of one mind,and live in peace
and the God of love and peace shall be with you.”
The evil tendency of division and contention is to
be seén in the following counsel of the Apostle :
“'But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed
that'ye be not consomed one of another.” It is an
obvidus fact that the collective prosperity of a church
depends on her peace and harmony. Without
union and aétivity, no church can long retain its
usefulness and purity.

The want of discipline in the church leads to.
discord and disunion and want of purity ; no chiurch
can be long efficient without order and discipline.

Yet what spititual interest beside is so greatly
exposed and so frequently assaulted as the union
and peace of the christian charch 1 There are a
thousand forms of offénce to disturb it, and twice
as many forms of treating those offences whith
distorb it. Tt' ¥ a matter of most serious ques-
tion whether the difficulties of the church do not
arise more by three fourths, from the: wrong
manner of treating oﬂ'ences, than from the primary
offences themselves. =~ ~

Aud there are two very obvious ‘reasons of this-

fact ; one is disciplinary measures, as they exiss, |
are. more frequently the offspring of passion than of
peinciple.  Passion fixes its own end, which is to-
punish instead of restore. It makes its own law,
instead of leading to the law which Chirist has made
qd prouded for-thie case. And pgssion thus legis-
latpp and execates, and makes mischief because it
im never been fully brought to' obedience .to
Chml's hw the’ lionour of Which law should be
the mioving principle in all ‘churchdisciplme.
: Anoﬁur reason for the difficulties which, exm in’
:  has Beén ‘the neglect -of thie pastors of
m&mﬁq ift ot frﬂl % preaching on the | T8
.mbpct of gbutch di-cz ne. To have our chureh:
pqmbeu scripturally instracted’sn’ this duty,: they.
pugt have the law of Christ’oftén explained to!
.ﬂ}em. Tt Bas appeared to me that nothing is more
nebetnry to the pe:ce of bur churches “than . right.
views on this subject. “T'0"know the mature of
offences and how they should be treated, is then
mnmﬂy necesury to' the ‘peaceé, purity and the
pmemy of the church of Christ ifr the world.

"\o design we have in''view in writing this letter
g P lay before the readets of the Christian Visitor,

mind and law of ‘thé gteat Master and his in-
spired servants on this subject. ‘Amidst offences,
of endless variety of type, I would not attempt any
;Mng niore than‘to Iey down a few principles ahd
mlel to assist the yowng christian to urderstand
“the law of Chmt ‘ivdn us in-the statute book of his_
'ﬁn.dmb, for our pm{anco i’n thib depm:nent of
anv v,

l!uvp bun hlghly gnhﬂed in'reading an excel:,
‘u) work on church pvdn‘hnim, by Mr. meli.
the talented editor of the Christiaii” Watchman in|
m It il called the Chiréh Member's Maiival.
1 have received some of the ideas embodied in these
mﬁvmducb&,tﬂfwod‘dw the

reading of it to all ‘ouf chufcli meinbérs who ‘are
muﬁ”.ﬂm*ﬁloﬁ“mnmtﬁ T"

the huveh. THave just'véei

vd‘mumﬂjktdélmnhdm
thi uv.mm&mm-dmmn

‘ * lhlnn would be very useéful if generally la

through thesé Provinces. - I have adopted

hiyu in the clasiicatiott of offencés which affect

M#ﬂd&umrmhumydm- |

hhw&d&d.zudin many instances
umm 4

L

‘l‘h

I lﬂr‘.ﬂdﬂiﬁmﬁ

ey oo O

X

thus performed, th l
| e feribor masructod Vi s ﬁ

Bible takes things as they -a...am’ ;
mmhwm of every'-Totmy ;.
» principle that thé best men. in the clurebi f

offending mbeﬂ-" That i, the "m
right principles-in ul‘ht apirit to theis ‘*ﬂ' An
oﬂ'cnding meémber is one who has MM some
law of Christ’s kihgdom ; for « where there is no
law there is no trafisgredeion.”  The wagnitede of
offences is to be estiiated by thy importance of the
law violated. Hence| a8 there are different laws of
Christ’s kingdom, laws having different-degrees of
value and importance, just as these ave different laws
in the state, soare there differont hinds of offences,
offinces of various magnitude, a6id of course re.
quiring different trestment.

‘ There-are five kinds of offences, uuu)y nmor{'
the smaller offences such as should be bome—privy
or such as cannet be proved;—personal as when one
brother injures another in his person, reputation or
property, and there is proof of the facs-—public or
sach a s equally injure all the members of the Church,
and for which all-require an equal satisfaction ; and
insufferable thatis offences of such enormity as to re-
quire the immediate and positive removad of the mem-
ber from the bedy, forthe honourof the cause.

Under some of thése five heads we think every
offence may find* what, on the whole, may be cun-
ndend its ﬂopor place.

I-am yn.rl. &ei,.
"SAMUBL ROBINSON.

St. John, April 20, 1848..

[For the Christiat Yisitor.]

' Hampron, April 84, 1848.
Dear Brother ¥ery :—It may bé interesting to
some of the readers of the Visitor to peruse she
following extraot from an old woik, entitled *“an
Fxposition of the 39 Articles of the Chureh of
England,’ article 27, page 300t The name of
the author had been Imken out before I saw

the book, g Yy

e ;| tholm“hg mﬂu‘ofdmi les
. ot’ is to .l!ntpthe

that must
convingi %.vmm.e Jesus is the Christ,
the true annointed of God,-with a full
ness of Graee, and of the spirit: without mea-
sure,and sent to be the Saviour and Redeemer
of the world ; and when any were brought to
acknowled tih. then they ‘were to baptize
| then; to  initiate to this w*lflon by obliging
them to renounee all ‘idolatry and ungodliness,
as well as al! M carnal lusts, and then
i+ they led :l I[u water, and with no
n}bgr gari ut w eover nature,
‘the tﬂmhlt'q&-d n into the water, as a
;; isid ina Mul#l then they said these

ords : I or thee, ih the pame of
g:’ F’alﬁtm ﬁ':; :Gboot. en they

“faised them clean gr‘bdm vure
ut on thm wLenco
g info Chht’h death, of bei bu-

od wit him - by baptism into: death, of our
:oiu hohvuhﬁéhn‘uqnd of qur putting on

Jesus Christ, of pnhi, off the old
man, nd putting on,\bp ter baptism

christian rel and hdl&onb ife that
Chn“ h‘d Mdom .8 : q

ik vifida rummméuvmor
Dear Brother Very—On Sabbath. ki, at Nor-
ton, after a discourse on the.claims 6f the bene-
volent. objects embraced . ip the Umpu Society,
by Rev. John Francis, followed by gxhortations
from Rev. James M..ﬂm Muteh, and a
number of :the brethren ; it ‘wap resolved una-
nimously that this meeting consider it ‘their dnty
40 respond to the appeal of the w nion
- Beard; by greater exertiop on beha thSo-
‘eiety, and that Mr. ©. Bymett gnd:
Hays be appointed to collect subs

donations, and forward the, -u- fo Associ-
¢ J.F:
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