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lifk upawl stretch ’ “orth Nllrllof trength } bo-
eause the hosts of Zion bhave weakened them-
selvas by in.ernecine conflict, and wasted them-
eelves by division and carnel strife.~Christian
Times.

THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

BAINT JOHN, NOV. 15, 1848.
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CHURCH INDEPENDENCE.
The difference between government and anar-
ehy, batween lawful and lawless is excreme,
and yet both in civil and ecclesiastical matters
many people can contound the two and defend

-

their want of submission to wholesome restraint-

and of subjection to constituted authority under
the plea of liberty, and many seem to have no
other idea of liberty than duing as one is dispo-
sed to do,

However agreeable such liberty may be to
the individual exercising it, nothing could be
more intolérable to othess, nor can we conceive
anything more entirely opposite to that precious
-Bboon whose name and guise it would assume.
We do not conceive by any means that the pri-
vilege of Church independence is conceded 1o
- the seperate Churches of ilie great one body of
beleivers for the sake of allowing a greater li-
eence to- will or passion or caprice, but rather 10
secure a more rigorous e¢xeculive administration
-~a more speedy and unbiassed appiication of
the wholesome laws of the great Legislator, the
Head of the Church.

The harmony of intereourse between seperate
Churches is preserved in connection with
Chwrch independence by the wise provision of

Christ in restricting the Legislative power to-

~ himself, and publishing, for the use of those
“who profess subjection, so full and explicit a
revehtion of his will as ta cover ail duties and
dect ull emergencies.
“The doctrines of Chureh indepandenceand of
the sufficiency of the Scriptures for the faith
.-wnd practice of believers are thas insaperably
-as8ociative in the New Testament economy.
-Beery Church making its final appeal in matters
of goverament and discipline 1o the Scriptures
esn preserve the most desirahls kind of confor-
‘mity or even unity in the denomination, whilst
having no special reference 1o this or that olher
Church or age or person; and is is only neces-
‘saty for mechanical restraints of Canons and
Orders and of oppressive and arrogant interfe-
rence with the rights of conscience and of sepe-
rate Churches where the legislation of the
church is not restricted to its lawgiver and king,
. and where the Seriptures are not judged sufii-
cient without the aid of traditions and Church
councils.
ment carefully administered is to be preferred al-
ways to no government, so we have no advan-
t ge in rejecting Popes and Prelates and Coun-
cils and Synods if under pre'ence of Church
indcpendence we refuse conformity to the laws
of Christ as revealed in the Seriptures, and
allow a turbulent will to be our only master.
“We consider thia the direction from whence the
‘advecates of Church independence may expect
tie foe of their peace, and whilst it is s0 easy
to detect, and indeed so natural to ezpect { usey-
ism as the result of recognizing other Lords
“and other laws than Christ and his covenant,
we need to exercise constant jealousy over ounr-
selves and our form of Church administration
lest we fall into the opposite extreme and mar
kirg our own personal feelings or ‘wishes the
arbiter of our cond .ci. deny even more émpha-
tically than Puseyited the right of Christ to
direct and govern us and our duty at all tinm
to obey lud serve l-lill. 8

i Wo banlndtbQ sure of transmitting to
the Treasurer for Foreign the sum of 12s.
4d.from the “ Portland Tw
d‘liulamdtln ptist
who have held their w |’ eetings
past season. When the tree is fully g
judge from such present signs, it will p an
dance of good fruit. Thomfgf,
oll wish our young friends prosperity. M

But as a poor and imperfect govern- |
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UNION oocmr

At a special meeting of the Board of the General
Union of New Brunswick, on Thursday evening
last, in the Baptist chapel, in Germain -met. HE
was unanimously

Voted, To invite Elder David Cnndll to labor
two months in behalf of the Union amengst lh
churches in the eastern section of the Province.

We sincerely hope Bro. Crandal will accept, as’

the necessity of an agent is very great indeed.

The treasury of the Union is now our whole de-
pendence, and if this is not replenished our home
missions inust be dropped, and our dear mission-
aries in the foreign ficld be left without our sym-
pathies or aid.

A promise has been. made, we hope in good
faith on the part of our brethren, that they would
defray at least one-third the expense of our foreign
operations. This is a vow made to God—a pledge
to his cause—Ilet it by no meens be neglected. If
we plead inability, we have reason to fear the Lord
will take away the means which he has committed
to us, and give them to those who will honestly
employ them in his service, :

But the agent is needed not only to make the
necessary collections to meet current expenses for
the cause, but to correct and prevent the cruel and
wicked prejudices which some few of our number
seem disposed, if possille, to perpetuate. We al-
luded to this matter a few weeks ago, and have
since been confirmed in impressions we were loth
then to admit. We have learncd, on good author-
ity, | that statements grossly false, and calcalated to
do the Uniou and all our interests irreparable dam-
age. have been circulated in many places, which
need correction ; and. as we then rediarked, the
moitey cotlected by the Union; and npenud by
the several domestic' missiomary boards, hay been,
in some instances, sppropriated to .pport this dis-
organizing and disaffecting work.  And we hope
the boards will, in jusiice to themselves and 1o the
Union, have an eye to this matter, and keep thens-
scives acquainted with the mnfluence exerled by
those who look to their bounty for support. !

H bas been reported even here by such,- ot onr
very doors, that. whilst they were pursaing. jheir
selt-denying work ata rate tha€would hurdiy-¢lothe
them, whe agents ot the board were employed at s
&byc-r day, and mmu all the ﬂ-wM lb

bourd Lo meet the expense of the ageacy. ... , !

Of course nothing could be more detrimental to
the Union than an impression that it exhausied its
receipis by its ageacy, for sueh a machinery Would
be unworthy of couﬂdcneo. ll‘ we “dcl 'be in
duty beund to forsake it. . Ahom n ycnf qpeql Bro
Fraucis was deputed to yisit the castern. part of the |
Proviuce, in bebaif of the Union, He left howie
for that purpose, but on reaching &clwﬂi&l&.
bors, in connectivn with those of the t»? nud
otbethtethreu, were .re‘tly blessed, lmi a Quwd
were found aitending the gate of Zion us Wn.
Under these circumstances, Bro. F. was prevailed
on to stop at Sackville. He did so; abd the breth-
ren at Sackville homnbly componule‘ hith o his
service, and the ‘board was at no chrp, their loss
being in the loss of the agent. The M then, on
Bro. Francis relinquishing their service, sought the
services of Bro. C. Tupper as a permanent ageut.
Bro. T\ felt bourd to decline. Tinie was all this
while wearing away. At last the board culled Bro.
McDonald to their service, at the suggestion ot

Bro. Francis, who offered to accompany hun and |

find horse und carriage, without additional expense
to the boatd. This was but cight weeks preceding
the meeting of the Eastern Association, and is the
amount of agency sustained by the board from
Christmas of 1847 to July of 1848. Bro. McDou-
ald labored eight weeks; Bro. Francis labored five
weeks—in all, thirteen weeks. Expense of salary |
L 218 18 4

-ﬂuki the M f thqmm)‘w
ng expense o
board 4s 14d per

- Incidental upenni (bont keep-
ing, hrryap,

ed to £9 1 AMMW

g, |

the m u‘qh up
mﬁouwﬂmvﬁudnwpmehapw |

‘i‘pn‘;»iu the first place, their collections cannot be
| called the board’s cost, for no:such collections
would have been taken up but for the agent, nor
can any one suppose for & moment that the income
{of the suxiliaries are abridged by them, which
leaves but £8 17s 4d as the cost of thirteen

weeks' agency to bring £62 &ﬂd to the board,

which amounts to jast 7
‘received. Now, let t b complain of the
Union Society and agents, nod thake the expense
their pretext, compare their own missionary labor
‘with this. In the first place, they expect and re-
ceive higher rate of cost; that is, singly they re-
ceive £1 108 per week, besides expenses, which is
4s 34d per day, besides expenses, And what is
the amount of receipt How often do they collect
balf the cost of the mission? Such instances do
sometimes occur, but they are the exceptions and
not the rule. Again, the bdard have no meed to
shriuk from a comparison of the direct religious re-
sults of their agencies, but ‘might happily call
attention to the course of their agents and influ-
ence at almost every point of their progress, at
Sackville, Joggins, Hillsboro’, Hopewell, St. Mar-
tins, in all which and other places their preaching
was greatly owned of God, as the churches will
readily testify,

- The small dividends then of the Unloa br the
last year were not on account of the expensiveness
of the agency, but simply from the fact that there
was so little agency employed ; and the chief em-
barrassments of the Board are now, 1st, The diffi-
culty of procuring the services of a suitable agent
who will devote his time-to it. The services of our
efficient brethren are in such demand as Pastors,
they cannot be obbund‘ Nn*yh.o has been
consumed since the meeting of the bnnmw- in’

r&h}. of the amount

endeavo h-mpthmﬁsmwho’
'MM ines on. account, of his flock; now the
Bgudhanappli«lb uﬂhr.&nllﬂ this while

time is passing ; and unless ibcmin%nded—“
lectors are -u«ﬂia‘ W Mmhow
in some. plu« duy do,) be falling in_ar-
runqunnoxt yoar; nldu!hooz\ this were net
a sufficient oahmﬂ, MM’ Mng
to these who love the pﬁ. dniniu- lmlthe‘
advancement omnemut Christ, Mhlﬂlie
wounded in thohnﬁnd(lhkﬁien&.wjnehhby
no weans a small cnm
4' We hope our brethren s
~will not allow themselves o be
agent comes he willmbo able to‘jiﬁ satis-
factory information on all those points where ques-
{ tions may have uiunig!u‘g minds, And if any
ministeying brother has a ﬂhw in his own
mind, let him state it in a Christian manner to the |
Board ; we will ventuie to say luulllhmn-
specttully received, whether he comes. y or
by letter; and no honest, Christian man. will be:
leR under the necessity of ereeping sbout from house.
| to house, undermining and impughing the lpotim
of the Board or their agents. -

Our readers must excuse the space we lunm
pied in presenting. this subject, as it is one of para
| mount importance to us as.a denvmination. Bre-
Mmmwnm&plﬁu Society, and pray
 for it. and labor for it, aud contribute ta its resources,
‘as the chosen channel of the body for reaching the

destitute, to give mMMdeir meat
in due season.. iy Bl .
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o £t

Mor'l‘tmum;r-ﬂ‘ho P.B.lhdaﬂ
verliser of mmm contains an account
extending ‘over three columns in that paper, of
the proceedings of the Sons in Charlotte Town,’
on oecasion of the late visit of the Ho&
S. White. An address was
White by the Grand Division of the Island, 1o
which ‘he replied in 2 -short and appropriate |
‘speech. ’::»;Wumw” ”%s
1o the Island by Mr. James m*
Ciy, mm'wnmw¢ ,

| Missionary nh«t ‘empty, and dopriun'
he Churches: titute in remote portions of our Province, of bav-
“If ant}ing the Gospel preached to them, though~ne

4 um mln m mn&w

m " For the Christian Visitor.
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Mr. Eprrong—

| In times Mminaq

dsa pant aﬂqmcol of his duﬂ 10 share wub it
a portion of his earthly things, has yet 1o ex-
perience the power, and unaerstand tbo claime
of ¢hristianity. To entertain the hope whieh °
the Gospel inspires, and profess our allegiance
to its author, and yet rsfuse io contribute 10 ite
propagation among ourselves and others under
the pretext of * hard times,’, while every other
article of expenditare, whither in -fashionable -
apparel or equipage, undergoes no materiul
change, except such as the growing pride of the
day conciliates, can neves be réconciled with
the description given by the Holy Gbiost of those
who shall entet into the kingdom of God. The
temptation of applying all to our own temporal
wan's, is strong and inherent in our depraved
hature, and can only be overcome by correct
views of our position in the world as i-
agents in the kingdom, and patients of the Son
of GOd’

It is a want of lypnhonsion of the mh‘
bility of their stewardship, which inflaences
men at the first approach of difficulties, w0 eur-
tail their subscriptions to the cause df Chriss,
or discontinue religious papers however instruct-
ing or entertaining to their families, while ne
doheim. dish, however injurlenl to hl“ or
fashionable. entériainment, is denied. them.—
Where in view of such conduct is the fellow-
ship which those professors have with Chriss
in his uﬂeﬁq&. or conformity with him in bie
death? The mass of the me Chzis-
tians, though appuarently  auxious to b. ‘saved
from wrath, through the sufferings and death of
the Lord, are nevertheless unwilling to suffer for
his sake, although anciently ahdmg test of
discipleship.

T'he want of a proper mogamon 9( lllh ‘u-d
feature of our christianity, is now " leaviug eut

the.des",

country can present a more inviting fialde of
labour for a willing chureh than can h Hfound
in this.  While we would with grativude, view
ihe success which has attended the effuris of the
Baptist Church of New Brunswick, in ihe hum-
blcmviicbﬂuy have taken in unﬂh.
the koowledge of!htSon of God, among the
ignorunt and those out of the way, yei we should
‘ot close our eyes on the fact, that we have been
for the last two years on the retrograde, in the
place of the aggressive, as it respects the ex-
| 1ension of our Missionary field at home. Not
that the pevple ure less attached to our peouliar
views of truth, nor that we are without men who
 are willing to beoccupied as nmummmng
the destitute, but aliogether from the paucity of
The means 'hhin the reach of the miuhnry

“The reaslution adopied by the wetsbers of

: .| the Norton Muﬁ‘hlmm and the

‘pledges given by a number of the brethren com-
posing the body to sustain a Missionary - for
twelve months at the Bay De Chaleur wn the
event of some of the other Buards uniling with

o his support, is worthy ef imitation.
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