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The Private Manners of the Early

Drzr.—~In this Wﬁo’ were frugsl !nﬂ Cpar-
mg——nemin&ﬂgﬂn;jn these luxuries of. ﬂn table
which were s0 commonly in use ameng the. pagans.
And the manner in which'they p‘!\uloﬂbu-
meals mdﬁ'nctemed LUA ‘that piety and spir
ity of mind, w?uc{x may well lead \hﬂ”
our age tv blush: and be ashamed. .

When dinner had -been served, lnd ﬁasfamxly
had had taken their séats 4t the table, the mister of
the household, with’a gi'ave and lolmhn ‘voice, and
in a prayer of consulenble) length, acknowledged
their dependence on; the. care of their common Fa-
ther, expressed their gratitude for the ‘past tokens
of his bounty; and ‘invoked %tm to bless, for their
health and ‘comfbrt, the 'provisions, of which they
were abouf to partuke During the progress of the
meal, some member of the family in houses of the
lower class, or somé hired reader in those of the
richer orglers. ”tqrtamed the company with select
portions of, the 'Scriptures ; for so strong and inen-
tiable was their appetite for spiritual foed, that they
could not rest satisfied and happy without providmg
suitable fefreshment for the soul at the same mno

that they were enjoying the comforts, of the hody. -

The vw.ndl homg removed, the fatmly circle was
drawn ‘move closely together,—for now weré uin-
folded, and putinto the hands of all, tbe’ﬁoe?oni
scrolls in ‘which, in those days, the Strlpturel were
written. Previous to this, howewer, each was ex-

pected to put himself in an attitnde of becoming re- |
verence ; the hands were carefully washed, that not |

a stain might fall on the sacred volume, and’ while
the men remdined’ with their heads bare, the womn
covered themselves with a veil, as a token of res-
pect for the Book of God. The head of the family
then read aloud a few passages, both from the old
and new Testament, accompanymg them with some
plain and ‘simple admonitions of bis own, or uc;lhng
to the, memory of his wdwnce the pubhp ‘exhorta-
tions which, on the proeoén;g Sabbath, had been
founded on' them in the Church ; or'he taught the
younger branches of the hovse to repeat after him
the beautiful prayer which was dictated by the lips
of the Saviour; and which told them, in simple
phrase, of the love which God beara to the young;
and of the blessedness of remembeéring their Creator
in the days of their youth. ' These nadmgs and
gxhortations were always short, and diversified, at
intervals by sacred music,—of which the primitive
Chistians were passionately fond. =Sometimes one,
distinguished by a taste or talent for spiritual songs,
sung some favorite picce of sacred melody ; at other
times, the shrill voices of the women and the chil-
dren were blended in full chorus with the deeper
tones of the men—till, as the bour set apart for
refreshment drew towards a close, the venerable
parent, whose look and attitade celled for momen-
tary silence, gave thanks to the Giver of all good,

" for the enjoyment of their natural and spiri-

tual comforts, and prayed that his presence and
his blessing might be with them dumgtbcneoeed—
tng period of labor and duty,

And ‘not only at meals, but at other times, the
early Christiuns employed themselves in reading
the Setipturesand in prayer, This leads us to advert
to a most important point in their private manners
—their regular and’ devout observance of

© . AMILY WORSHIP,

It may easily be supposed that ata time when m
wero not contented with a “form of ,odllnu-," but
sou, ht earnestly :Ihhl its power, an ordinance so re-
freshing and e ng to the soul as the -outup of
God in the family was not ﬁhb bﬁn ncdcchd. Ac-
cordingly. we find Mr. Jamieson thuudua‘lling
their regular and devout attention to tbitduby

'At an early hour in the ‘morning the fa

onibiod; When = prin of Bulpibe s o
from the Old Testument, which was M" »
hymn and a prayer; in which thanks were m
up‘&l{,m ‘Alinighty for preserving them w

 silent watches of the might, and for his good- |

to defend them amid the
of the day, to make them

mm

| an hour which, though each individual fixed it as |
suited his private convenience, was held so precious |

ncﬁ g them to moe‘ih,wm‘hﬁ
.ndmdmd and, and at the same time | ciont.

& took wmﬂuMMMuwm

' they abounded in

- ny wore it hanging around- their- neek-, frequently

the habit 3?“3“." nidnig
and the singing of Ps:
m‘nv. :.nd M

when, nwdthngbbo’t%gnthuip‘ﬁh x
were forced:to keep thei religious | assem
them;it. 3

+ Batit qunlotba in-sin.d that ch- W h

of the primitive ' ages observed only stated
of devotion. Prayer' il'fl the eleumit
t‘my lived and bggatbpa gnd avery omﬁh,h
which they engaged was htbltnlny tanm"ty
prayer. "They © prayed withott ceasing ;" andnot
only 50, biit they ‘were diligent, nay, un we‘riod in
their perusal of the Word of God.. It was,in fact,
a marked peculiarity of their private mﬂuﬁ
. READING THE SCRIPTURES. :

At a period when the Bible was only to'be found |
in manuscript, and at.a very high price, it is no
slight evidence of the lmportuwe which was attaehed
to the Sacred Volume, that it was so extensively

dnd minutely known. On this ﬁopic we. qhou the |-

following observations :—

‘Those of the men who. qould read, nnvqx.mm
without carrrying a Bible in, their pehatl. ‘and ma-

refreshing their inemories by private ‘perusal, ‘and
drawing' little groups. of anxious listeners nmgd
them, they acquired so fumxhar an. acqlmnm
with the lively oracles, that there were,few who
could not repeat those passages that contained any
thing remarkable respecting the doctrines of their
faith, or the precepts of their duty. Nay, th
were xmny who had made the rare and cnu;bl’,u,
tainment of belng able to the entire Scriptures
by heart ! One person is ned, the
martyrs in Palestinie, so well mrtructed in the Sa:
cred Writings, that, when oecuion oﬂ'emf& "fe
could, from memory, repeat W in any mt cf
the Seripture as exactly as if he had unfolded’ the
the book and read them ; a seeond, being unae:
quainted with letters, used fo invite his friends and
Christian strangers to his house to rud to hnm, by
which means he acquired an extensive knowledge
of the Sacred Oracles; and another may be men-
tioned, of whom the déscription is so extraordinary,
that we shall give it in the words of the historian
Eusebius, who knew him. « Whenever he willed,
he brought forth, as from a repository of science,
and rehearsed either the law o f' Moses, or the pro-
phete, or the historical, evingelical, and apostolical
parts of Scripture. Indeed, I was struck with ad-
miration when I first béheld him standing amidst a
considerable multitude, iting certain portions
of Holy Writ. - As long ‘ak I could only hear his
voice, I supposed that he was reading; but when I
came close to him, I discovered that, employing only
the eyes of his mind, lie uttered the Divine Oracles
like some prophet.”

And again, in. reference to the Iuht d storing
the mind with divine truth, Mr. Jamieson tells us—

Every day it was the practice for each individual
to commit a portion of Scripture to memory, and for
the members of a family to repeat it to each other
in the evening. 8o much was this custom regarded |
as, & part, of the business of the day, that they had_
a set- lime appointed for conning the daily lesson.

" whih |

‘?” his body seized and sold into slavery,

iso.ooom 0ot one -imqmt Mnm

world: - It would hardly be expected from what
is known of "Africa; to find therd some of 353
most beautiful and su.hiﬁpp scenery, | .fmv

| affords. The scenery is remarkably variegated,

and presents every species that can attract the
eye of taste, or unpm‘; the im ic““i%’ ﬂ'h,
archnectur, of the matives, in thyjt,vﬂhmq

towns,addccho moh o tho pawm of ,

scenery.’
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| Africa, Mr. Wilson said, there is but littlé:that
can be called Government. among that 'ﬁnple.—
There is maﬂy htther the wors; smm of des-
potism, or doq;qcnoy or.anarchy. In neither
form of goveriiment is there any seeurity of life,
honour, or propet'ly They live usually y’vhboﬁt
law, wntlxom courts of jusucq, wuhoqt Mlm.
The African;, 2s he lies. dow n at night, has no
security that before morning his house will not
be wrapped in flames, his property dutroyed.
All is
insecurity and suspense. /The blessings of good
government are among the benefits the Afri-
can has yet to expononed ‘The_ social and
moral eondition of the country .is, that which
mightbo nxpaﬁod of a people:left to: their own
resourees’ without light and without God: = The
African race are naturally the most religious peo- |
ple, ptrh;pu in the world.. . ‘8«& baving lost all
knowledge of God; they 'ian become ;dobued
to the lowest onpemmou. ‘Witehcraft is uni-
vm-liy believed in; and as a oaqurhy h'om its
power, e accdstmyd to resort io i)mr
fetiches, %’b«q fetiches are mewad?tft}ng eve- |
ry high way. Every village has its gates forti:
fied with them. Every:door is gnurdcd by them

devoted to the fetich. His |

and the most prominent place in every $”lé;
iq mu?
 unprotected by them. Hae, never goes abroad

without them. The poor victim is under this|
tyranny of @il omnipresent, all-crushing saper-
stition, from his cradle to his grave, Hn

‘not walk, or sit, lie iqmor rise up, or. eat or.

drink without his ebarm. - And &mﬂahﬂlof

‘wife or daughter he would not dm*to Qm.l' _
of water without ﬁrgt the_ MMQ of his|
charm to assure bim i lt WM no, pm;m d

wi&gbm& e Vi ‘a-t,‘

There has been bu Mdmﬁqﬂ
woral improvement of the- African. M
ut ten or twelve hiﬁicnb” mgdhﬁgo

Though these

""nmwmn ‘the.Tapid Jansense F Bt ‘
mmumwwm tmm-
| versal and. aﬁhnie&wab hus-p.ople ‘for mis-

As to tho :oo;a,l, va(d md mi m;&iqg o(' : o

!

u?m it would ,ugm . tlmg .";m,, hmt
to. &Jn field now open to the

“the -desire. :amm&ton npn ull

for:th bread of life.|| Mz Wilson is a ' fluent,

mmanqmtﬂ.dud his statements ‘and ‘re-

flections modw g 9%»» ation, in the. il

eﬂﬁ‘!r e kA

‘,EM‘MN, YRwoﬁu
- The 84th - Report 'of -the Aterican’ S &ﬂq
Sehool Union will be ready for- distribation
few days. ‘From's pro ﬂ\‘e‘ef we take é@ew
lo'"ﬁ‘“e 0 W) ¥ ‘el uh».' i
The Bqnda oehoo! i. tbo ﬁ{iuu’ pproach te
the family that human wit has yet devised. It

dunce« 5V B

: 3

upmmismpnfohﬂdmxm small compe~

nies, dnd gives to each of them oneiwhe, it is
supposed, will tct‘%%  part'of a ﬁithﬁ!‘, msm-
g:al’. chrimah pwpz elder lsqphu or mm,
ei “drawn_ from . this- fountain of
light is-for the most part dmbm embo-
dies t&onm;sw;::m oﬂi;:t‘ﬂog:urd-
.dh h &uﬂ .Jl-‘)'x* ‘ i“
“? ligations man owes to God and to his fellow-
m It brhwudmhldvzm such relations
, with others, that the' power “and Mﬁm ﬂ’
every well tanght lman _may bé tésted at once.
It subjects every mind.and breast to. wholesome
bnsmt irksome restraint, and environs it with

moral’and religious habits; which: t‘ilrio aill
 shield and buckler ‘when assailed by
out and within. ~And wherever th 9 lmmﬂh

‘supplementary agency has been employed, faith-
fully, according to the revea.ed will of God, his
word assurcs us, and the history am. e &m

with us and our children 'ma
donbly sure, that his Nm MI.

work of his servants——and thata’ mmrma. ‘

of souls shall thereby be converte,

“holiness, and m}rodnodm\g % '. N
‘dom.

This "am l- tho grnd*objoec of‘}b.'
= OgPP.LY g@b m., sfruction

complished but lim«wmmmm auxili

cessful as could have been expeoted. The.

and sacred, that no secular duties, however urgent, | word missi

were allowed to. mfnnpmw;amtvlnlo some,
wb‘hul.chuﬁmdwovndicponl hul

their memories under W a#,gmqu and np,,l P

ver relaxed their efforts, till they had completed the
daily task they had imposed on themselves, others
were obliged to content. ﬁm}‘nm-nch
shorter m as they L during the in-
tervals of labor, and -m‘:ﬁ”’ﬂm
cares. By .ummmw
8o great an advantage, so d attaniomen

to have the mi




