
Respecting the Law, 

The Apostles rei “ng pon their decéaie, a 
departure. the purity of the Christian faith 
would take pluco—that «men would arise speaking 
perverse pti to draw away disciples after thei,” 
and that “piany would follow their. petticious ways, 
by reason go hie the ‘way of ia ‘would be evil 

spoken of. 
That this Oo ial was strictly ‘Billed, wll be 

generally adaiittedy” The falling away ‘from the | 
meek and unresisting spirit which so conspicuously 

of War hid The Chris: 

marked the primitive Church, was gradual, keeping, 
pace with the increase of the general profligacy; and 

was doubtless accelerated by the carrupting influ- 
erice of a union between the Chiureh’ and’ the. State. 
When princes adopted the Christian religion “from 

motives of state policy, it is not, just cause, of sur- 
prise, that courtiers should claim to: be converts— 
nor that a modified and adulterated system of reli- 
gion should ensue, and vitimately “prevail amongst 

subjects, —nor that war should cease to be regarded 
as a violation of the i and Prncepls of the Gos- 
I 
a will not be dettied, that the precepts ‘and in- 

jactions of opr blessed Tiord, are binding upon indi- 
* vidual believers, It becomes then an inquiry of the 
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: 
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utmost importance, and we commend it to the mar 
ture and solemn reflectior. of all. By what human, 
authority~~by what haman tribunal. can a coramu- 
nity be absolved from the observance of ‘those Die: 
vine laws and injunctions which are acknowledged 
to be binding upon its individual members? 5.) 

I it be said that Christianity exonetates nations 
from those duties, which she has imposed upon in- 
dividuals, we ask for the ground ‘upon which’ the 
assumption ix based. If the plea of expediency be 

made, does it not imply a distrust of Divine rotec- 
tion? And if expediency be a justification of a vio 
lation of one Divine law, it is not perceived, why iv 
may not, with equal propriety; be urged. in justifica- 
tion of a violation of one Divine. Luw, it is not per- 
ceived why'it may not, with equal propriety, be | 
urged in justification of 4 violation of every other 
Divine law. If human authority may abrogate, or 

CONSIDERATIONS 1 Willsitrhe said that the sam re catingrepint, 

Jess successfull otrast inot-—such a conclusion. 
would be a libel upon monkiftd-<a denial-of the ef- 
ficacy of the Christian refigion—and an inexeusable. 
distrust of the Brofidence ald total Pr of 

i Ri is Pir Shussiel to attemphs jesiiGiention of wir 
under the Gospel dispensation, ‘by. sreferring to the_ 
wars of the J “ undér the’ dispensition of ‘the 

Law. Tt ib conceded that many of these wars were 
.authorised by the Supreme Ruler, of ; the uniyerse, 

for purposes of his; own inscrutable wisdom ; ‘but | 
this high authotity cannot. be claimed by’ Christian | 

‘nations ; and it his been shown. that the two’ dis- 
pensations are essentially different — (hat holy men, 
during the continvange of the: legal. disprnsetion, 
predicted; under the influence of the spitit of pro- 
pheey; ‘that the time would eéotie 'wheéiy nation 
should couse to'lift up sword aghiist nation, or to. 
learn war. any more, We have seen that the Di- 

vine Author and Founder of ithe existing dispensa- 

|tion, called the attention rof his followers ‘to « those | 

violent and vindictive passions, the ‘indulgence of 
which were allowed under the law, for the express 
purpose of excluding them from the, code. of atorals | 

which it was His purpose to establish ; and that His 
iinmediate followers, and their successors for neatly. 
‘two centuries, firmly believed that war was forbi 
‘den by their Divine Master, ‘We have shown that. 
the cenviction was so solemnly. sealed: Bpon their 

| consciences, taat:when called by the rulers of that |: 

day to serve as soldiers, no earthly consideration or, 

suffering could induce them to swerve from this 
article of primitive Christian Taith. 
And the early writers, Ireneus, Justin: Marty, 

aad Tartullian, affinn as their belief, ‘that the pro- 
phecy which declares that men - should’ turn their 
swords intd plough-shares and their spears: into 
Babs when, fulfilled. 

Dying as we Rdne ; 

Probably no one whose eye shall meet these lines 
thinks himself quite ready to die’; or would be will. 

suspend one law of God, why not the same authd- Fig to gait this earthly scene and stand before | 
rity exercise the same power in regard to every 
other:law of the Creator 1. Again, if ‘the plea of 
expediency in relation to’ Christian ddetfine and 
practice be admissible 3 by it could not the multi- I 
tude of Jeri have escaped, who offered up their 
lives rather than deny the Lord that bought them, 
or violate his holy injunctions? 

It may be said—indeed it often .is said, that war 
though a great evil, i is an evil that cannot be avoid- 

ed in the present state of the world ; and this eon- 
clusion may serve to quiet the consciences of many, 

God in judgment, precisely as he is at this moment. 
Jf death were annouced as a near and inévitable 
event, there would be some conscious guilt to be re- 

‘pented of ; some duty heglécted, or half: petformed, 
“that needs first to be attended to; some prayer to’ 
offer, some higher degree and larger measure of ho- 
liness, as the crowning fitness for heaven; to seek. 

Our hearts deceive us if ‘they make us to believe 
that we are so, living as tobe in perfuct readiness to 

dle any instant, without ‘warning. Whénever wo 
think of death, there is ‘a resolution entertained to 

whose feelings revolt at ‘the fearful 1 realities of war. | seek a higher fitness ; there is a felt consciouness of 
Let us examine the corvectness of the conclusion, 
that war is unavoidable—has the trial been made, 
and found to be impracticable ? 

It is indeed to be regretted, that no instance of a 
strictly national character has yet occurred, to test 
the practicability of the principle for which we 
plead—an unreasoning reliance, upon the Omnipo- 
tent Arm for protection and defence There is, 
however, a case to which we may refer, of a strong 

character, and sufficiently national for all the pur- 
poses of our argument, Pennsylvania, itis known, | 

was settled by men who ‘believed that Christianity 
forbsde war under any and every pretext. They | 

accordance with this. belief. They 
Ives in brig y The 

were surrounded by ba fgrng or 

written treaties, or be mer al so 
gion; by men who were addicted Pg 
‘sanguinary and revolting: forms ; and yet « 
than deventy years” rk 6 the grt 

-
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five unprepared for etemity, we shall (unless our 

A yy 
strong, 

insufficiency ; the remembrance of sins. not put. 
away, and of duties deferred, instantly arises in the 
mind. And yetit is a most’ solemn grin 
tive thoaght, that moat mien dié as they live ; wi 
the same essential character and the 2 id 

is almost certain $0 be’ an impenitent death; if ‘we | 

case prove a. rare. exception) die. poi oo 

children, to the church, or’ fo’ the impen 
are almost sure to die and not perform. 
racter that-a man. maintains “pe By with bade’ 

ph Ev 

| text, of sacred seriptuze,~that he. contorted 

& 

probability die. oe er pace 0 
lect living, whether it relate to our owh soul, to wel 

EE 

bat Ged dpukieliuver als tnralighbns oso 
peaceable ol tit my | ing eternity, if we teally mean to dwell with him. 
'veddth) towards ngtion tg the béiign" reli-| If our eternal‘hopes hang only: on our intentions, 

gion of the Gosp be more. dangerous, or 
| would, be unwilling to.die, we.shall dic conde 
by our own judgment. What we: are to-day, a 
what we hase beer for. years past, and shall. cori-. 
tinge to bein coming years, we sball,. in all proba- 
‘bility, be in the hour: of death; and, at the day, of, 
judgment... It is a solemn thopght, It ought. to 
alarm us, and lead us to,sclf-examination and prayer, 

«What! am I to die just, as 1 am’ living—with no 
other preparation—in my ch eh 
all my present feelings—yith this, load of sin 0 

me—with no habits of holipess—with 

the spirit .of angels and glorified : saints 
| anticipate, the solemn hour of my dying, and ctw 

I would be then ; 

day and. hour of I my life.” 
t Aan 

—N. x. Ev. / 

‘Casting Lots on the Bible. 
Ax’ instriictive instance of the effects ‘which | 

‘may follow ‘a ‘superstitious use of ‘scripture, is 

1 recorded inthe life'of Mr. Laekington. . The cel-: 
ebrated bookseller informs us that, ‘when'young, | fz 

he was at one. time locked up, to prevent his 

attending the Methodist meeting in auton and 

that, ina fit:ef superstition, he. 
Bible for directions what to do, and h t. upon 

these words : ** He shall give his ‘angels oh 

concerning thee, and’ in their handa. they. shall | 

* was quite enough for me ; so, ‘withont a _mo-- 

men's, hesitation, I ran up two. pair of. stairs to 

my own room, and out of the Lidia 1 leaped, | 

| to the terror. of my poor mistress.’ He was | 

| course, very severely bruised,—so severely i in- 1 

deed, as to be confined to his bed during four- |, 

that he grossly abused a 
ito 

a sense which was imposed on it by .Satan,—1 
and that he applied it to the exact purpose for{ 

the sake of which the decsiver vainly adduced it 

to our Lord ; and he thos very ne‘ably. proved to | 
all persons who cast lots upon the bible, that, inf 
superstiously seeking counsel from the book of 
God's word, they may not alone reject the teach- | 
ing of Christ and of the Holy Spirit, but. di 1 

| not.at the time reflect, 

foolish imagination and a 

‘the spiris giveth life!’ “The word of God i 
quick and powerful Mit ‘oeovests the soul 

fire, det of SER i but 
that word is neither pa ery 

nor. even is it verses. an ye 
10 the rh nderstanding {it's 

od he mn 

‘habits. If our life is> wn impenitent life; our death | ba 

irs eyes 

lan! 

Bt ier] 
let me seek Thee now, and every. 5 

the! 

arget to the Bethel and signed 

bear thee up, lest atany, time thon dash. thy foot | 
against a stone.” ‘This,’ says Mr. Lackington, | conseq : 

teen days. Mr. Lackington did not see, he epuld | , : 

rectly yield themselves to the guidance of af 
a deceitful heart;— | ; 

How true is it that the ‘letter killeth,’, while 5 J 

the sale —it is * God’s hammer’ and oe §3%, 

a v 

998 by Ulbcdpwiod intiqr-bauloresiiill wore atod ; 
and wercannokdo withodtit. = But then, likeiévery 
other.good it may be; abgsed and become an evili— 

{they are.ndt worth a straw. Ji we are living as. we'| It may exert s ¢ugrossing an- influence oyer: the 
mind as to absorb it;-and exclude from -it the con- 
‘sideration of every other subject Itshustnover,be 
forgotten that the rule is bindiog upon. us all, to 
to0tk gst the Kingdom of God, and His. righteous- 
ness; po mp by, faith; to set od 
ffuctions on things above, and not,on things on the 
earth, All this is as & truly law now, as it ever. was; 
and no attention to things.seen. and, tewporal, no 

labor even to provide things RE lasuri- 
ous for ourselves, - he todpuans Sete 
of  sbpreme regard fo. thi 

PUR vali or a vhet 
“Four Sundays since, ‘according to ur ‘usual 

‘custom, we Were vishing eahipy in he Second 
Municipality, Ys New Ol ns. ‘On board “of the 
English ship Loodianah, we ‘found @ rl 
sailor, and Yofy for him a © rst alld “ 
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A Sate  alrindf hoon oti 
cated io us BY She ad nown him a 
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you these x ial! a, token mf mon 
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