
"mene now in existence to be compared to its 

“density. 

From’ he Advocate’ of of Peace. 

Capacity of the Earth for Popula- 
tion. 

The Advocate of'war have heretofore argued 
its necessity as a means of preventing an ex: 
cessive maltiplication of mankind. ‘Stull itis 
gravely objected by some to the cause of peace, 
that it would, if completely successful, come ere 
long to find the world witha population so 
dense and superabundant as to oceasion a greater 

amount of suffering than has. ordinarily resulted 

fiom the ravagés of the sword. Such an objec- 

tion may seem. to most of our readers unworthy | 

of notice , butiit has been urged by so many | 

men of eminenitability and learning as to justify, 
if not demand, a passing -refutation. The sub- [5 
ject opens a wide range of discussion concern- 

ing the laws of population, or the principles 

which regulates its inerease or dimunition; but 
withont entering at all upen this inquiry, we 
shall avail ourselves chiefly of some facts col 
lected by a distinguished author, to illustrate the 
almost illimitable capacity of the earth for the 

support of population. * 
The most populons country on the globe bas 

never approached the limits assigned by nature 
to the increase of mankind, or the capacity of 
the soil for their comfortable support. No coun- 
try has ever been more populous in proportion 
to its extent than Ireland j and certainly there is 

Its population averages two thousand 
fivg hundred and forty-five to the square marine 

league. Now, lreland contains twelve millions 

of acres of arable land, and five millions of acres 
of wastes capable of agricultural improvement, 

besides two million four hundred sixteen thou- 

sand of mouptain pasture. Mr. Newerham,a 
good authority, calculates thatan acre of pota- 
toes will produce an average of 22,960 pounds 
of solid nourishment, and that a person is well 
fed with six pounds of polafoes in a day. Each 
person then will consume 2,190 pounds ina 
year, and an acre will yield food sufficient for 

ten persons. Supposing, therefore that one 
third only of the arable land now under caltiva- 
tion were annually devoted to this crop, they 
would yield food for 40,000 ,000—~more than‘ 
five times as many as Ireland now has, and still 
have two thirds for fallows, or for the produe- 

tion of other kinds of sustenance for man and 
beast. Nordoes this estimate include either 
the 2,416,000 acres of mountain pasture, or the | 

‘4,960,000 aeres of wasie capable of cultivation ; 

in all, 7,916,000 acres, making the entire sur- | 

face of Ireland to contain nearly 20,000,000 

acres, one half of which, if devoted to potatoes, 

might support a popujation of no less than 100, 
000,000. 

Let as next look at’ England and Wales, both 
together. not equal in extent’ to ‘some of our 
single States, They contain 25 +350,000 acres 

"in tillage and meadow, besides 3,454,000 capable 
of improvement, and 3 ,256,000 of barren wastes. 
Mr. Young, the well known writer on English | goo 
agriculture, estimates an asre of wheat to yield 
on an average one third of the solid nourishment 
derived from one of ‘potatoes. Supposing then 
one shitd of these arable acres devoted to the 
staple food of the country, and two thirds to the 
maintainence of animals, and the production of 
lnxuries, it follows that, if the people should 
live generally on wheat, 25,000,000, and, if on’ 

potatoes, 75,000,000 could be waintained without 
_encroaching on the very ample share of two 

- thirds, besides all the wastes, set apart 
Jows, for luxuries; and the support ni animals. 
This proceeds on the supposition, that ¢ the land 
shall produce annually’ three quarters or six bolls | 
avery low estimate, for in the inferior “elima 
of Scotland, po or ten bolls are considered 
a 

besides the share allotted to ihe support of man, 

for fal-Y warm ¢ 

€ |u 

Nor would this vast addi- | ces 

will prove that they are now very. far from the 
limits of their capacity in this ‘res In the 
peninsula of 1ndia, there are 109,900 s§ re 
fing leagues, and 101,000,000 Tn! ts, 
995 to the squaré fatigue; while’ the Bri 
Isles contain 2,120; considerably Hote. th { 
{twice as many, to the Square leage. Tn 
land and Wales, there are 4,810 sqbiite ‘mari 
leagues ; and if they could maintain inl ese hd 
pI WG 25,000,000 on wheat, and 75 100,000 
on potatoes, it follows’ that India could support | 
on the former food 500,000, and on the latter, 
1,500,000,000. ‘This too proceeds on the sap- 
position, that two thirds of the whole country, 

-
 

is set apart for the naintenance of anfimals, or 
the production of luxuries, and that the’ soil ‘of 

Hindostan will yield no more than that ‘of Brit- 
ain ; both of which suppositions are greatly 
within the trath, sine rice is the usual food ‘of 
the natives, and double and triplé crops can be 
obtained in a year. If devoted to potatoes; ‘or 
any other crop that would maintain as ‘large a | 

1 number as potatoes can in Ireland, one half the 
surface of India alone, might suffice for the sup- 
port of no less than 6,000,000,000 souls<<thore 

than seven times as many as dre now om “the, 
whole globe ! 
The superficial area of China, including Chinese 

Tartary, amounts to 463,000 square marine leagdes, 
and would, if peopled as well as Great Britain, Kave 
a population of "971,000,000, If cultivated as the 
arable land of England might be, it would, on the 

supposition of only every third acre being devoted to 
wheat, and all the remainder to fallow, grass, and 

luxuries, maiotain 2,300,900,000 people, and ifeul- 
tivated with potatoes, or an equivalent crop, ies i 

than 6,900,000,060. bik ni 

The Ottoman Enipire is cn nine a as large 
as the British Isles, containing 825,000 square miles, 

‘while the British Isles comprise only 01,000. The 
population amounting in Europe to 11,240,000, is 
470 to the square leagues or Asia to 10,548,000, is 

180 to the square league ; or in. Egypt to 3,000,000, 

is 1800 to the square league, in the cultivated dis- 
tricts on the Nile.  1f peopled as well as Britain, 
Ahe whole empire ‘would coutain 170,000,000, in- 
stead of 25,000,000, and would, according te the 

foregoing calculations, raise from only one third of’ 
the soil wheat enough for 400,000,000, and pota- | 

toes sufficient for 1,200,000,000! 

North America contains 607,000 square marine 
leagues, and would, if peopled like the British Isles, 
have a population of 686,000,000. 1f300,000 square 
leagues, less than half of its entire surface, frere 
cultivated as England in the foregoing view might’ 

be, it would yield wheat enough for 4,500, 000 
and potatoes sufficient for 13,500,000, 000! 
There seems hardly any limit to 

this sort. In South America there are 571,000 
square marine leagues ; and if we' “suppose only 

Pernt Wi ele Tietde’ another lof | eT pe rT 
‘barley in ‘winter ; {Nat double crops are universal on 

eT 

“the ples of Lotibardy, while in‘the Campagna ‘of 
‘Naples a’ triple ‘¢rop of vines and wheat ssatlly 
‘reward the labors of the husbandman. 
5 Towle: boiee’ia iid hat ions of tho fore: 

. | going estitates include the vast. resources of the 
o | ocean, which alone might suffice for the support of 

more than all the present population of the globe. 
‘But we will bring ‘thiese speculations to a close, by 

| glancingat the capacity. of the whole carth for the 
subsistence of mankind. Its entire surface contains 

‘early 200,000,000 square miles ; and if we suppose 
only 60,000,000, or less than one third of the whole, 
‘to be dry land;-and only one half of this, which is 
equivalent to 19,200,000,000 acres, to Le cultivated 

with potatoes, or with some other crop equally pro- 
ductive of foed for man, it.would at this rate main- 

tain in: comfort the prodigious number of 192,000,- 
000,000 souls ! or two hundred and forty times as 
many. as the present population of our globe ! 

The Chiirch the Light of thie World. 
"BY THE REV. J. MANNING SHERWOOD. 
The light of the church ought to be kept ever 

burning and ‘shining. Hers is“ the ‘only light 
that beams upon tke darkness of this world. — 
Men are taught to expect instructions and warn- 
ing from her, ‘If they are sailing in dangerous 
seas, of hard by the dreadfal reefs, ot approdch 
the fatal’ Buiuatt they expect to see some sig- 
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"nal of war Ring, and ‘are’ deceived and ruined if 
they do, not. And our criminality is without 
excuse Of eXtenuation, if we let our light go ont, 
and thereby leave ‘hits who ‘expect warning 
and guidance from us exposed to all the perils 
of spiritual shipwreck. "Oh, what hope is there 
for sinners’; how ‘morally inevitable is their end- 

ae nn ra va a 

Tike to give money to Jesus: ‘He is my 
chosen and well-beloved friend. * Tn ‘seasons of 
severe trial a t affliction, he has freely 
givon ready assistance and faithful counsels.— 
In prosperity 1 have been fearlessly and kindly 
‘cautioned by him against temptatiom and self- 
sufficiency; At all times [ have found him a 
pleasant and instructive companion, never man- 
ifesting any indication of his being weary. of 

. iny company, however long I was doioned, to 

tarry with him, ¢ 
1 like to give money to Jesus. He is; my 

dear, Redeemer : to me, as toall believers, he is 

precious, ‘the chief thousand, the 
ome altogether lovely.” His, soul was made 
an offering for, my sins, and he bled and died 
willingly, ta save me from the sufferings I ex- 
posed myself to by Sotivenmiy Horas his 
commands. 

“Tike to give money to Joins For so. 1 can 
lay up treasures in heaven, make myself pos- 
sessor-of everlasting riches; and thus my 
thoughts and affections, more frequently rise to 
the land of pure delight. % 
1 like to give money to Jesus; .. In lésaens my 

earthly possessions, and what. decreases 1 them, 
takes away the. cares, burdens and, anxie Safle, of 
life. 

I iike to give money to Tosa. It is so a 
lightful to bestow it om his. poor, afflicted and 
oppressed children, to whom he has directed us 
to hand what we are willing to give to, him.— 

becoming poor that these may gain fe oe 
wealth: 

I like to give money toJesus. It affords me 
{less 1 uin, When" Ciiflatlats fail to warn them great pleasureto let himhave what T value most. 
from God! And how often do they fail in this. 
In times-of declension, like the present how 

dimly burns the light on the wateh towers of | 
Zion! darkness broeds on the face of the deep ; $ 

sinners dash carelessly on; no warning meets | 
their eye: or ear that danger and destruction are 
| nighy-and they founder on some friendless shore, 
or are dashed to piecesagainst some fatal rock. 
The light of Christians; ought to shine with a 
clear, steady, and powerful lustre, It should 

| shine with a radience sufficient to illuminate the | 
whole scene of mans danger; pour forth a tide 

of effulgencs so as no darkness shall remain un- 
visited and no mind be able to gainsay or resist | 
it. A-church may have the true light, and yet 

it may shine so fainily as to be of no avail.— 
She may hold to the truth; and yet so imperfect 
‘may be ‘her advocacy and iransmission of it, that 

| her light will be.a pale and uncertain one at| 
calculations of | bests failing to reach with the power of convie- |. 

tion the benighted hearts of perishing men. Or | 
the truth she holds may be so covered up: mi 

250,000 capable of cultivation, it wou if as denise- | human, devices, so walled round with rites, and 
ly peopied as the British Isles, con in 535,000,000 
‘souls, and would raise from one 
halt the v » surface, wheat 

& uring a od ids 
Fire tebe See, containing 616,000 squa 
marine leagues, would if only one half be'supposed 
capable of cultivation, and peopled as G 
is, have a population ‘of ‘more than 600 

raise food sufficient of one kind for nto 
and of another for 4,350,000,000¢ 

If these calculations séém overeharged from the 
Fav 

fact, that so large a proportion of the globe is com- 

farms, and, cerymonies, as that the. ligh ti 

for 1,2507 | 
and cannot go forth to bless men.— 

«church must possess. the truth in its purity, 
nd leave, it free to act ints own native simpli- 
and divine spirituality, if she would con 

wict the world of sin and bring it to Christ. If 
the teaching of her ministry be equovical, wa-- 

000,000, time serving standards ov 
and might, according to the foregoing calculations, i oa - 

hate puke oe. if her joi 84 
not mantain be- | 

the | fore the inant a lh 

Be deserts, we reply, that 
1 bah 

tion | ol density: of the gee P 

bivrmiethdebe hob 

of a sanctified nature, her light, will only pit 
Oh, itis a fearful A git ~ Onex 

Giving him what cost me nothing or what is. of 
 inconsiderable - worth. would not. please me 
‘much. 1t would please me far more to par 
‘with the most valuable things I possess. for his 
sake, 

Elka so give-mohey Io Jesus. He. os 
mised me soon, if I wish for it, a place in. hea- 
‘ven, close by his side : where T may like Ga’ 
‘briel * stand in the presence of God. . 

There. 
“To live on the smiles of my God, 

~ And in his sweet presence to dwell ; 
- To shine with the angels of light, 
With saints and with to sing ; 
To view with eternal deli 
My Jesus, my Saviour, m; my, King.” 

With such a promise made to me, Oh how 
can I refrain from manifesting my gratitnde to 
him by presenting him with a I ‘have, 
sahara dots ng ads io yal 
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"If THE DEVIL BI : 
Thom - resided in my neighborhood a pom 

{dons of support w dow 
y limited. Between nursing h 

apes fog wg mig yh, 
her lonely time was past, 1 : 

‘young chaps in, playing or wicks upon Se, 
such as al noises about the house 
at oh gw A heralmost to death by putting 
a Pa got Be conc Bd mud- built 

} » 
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There is surely an unspeakable satisfaction in” 


