
x 

_ BAPTIST HISTORY AND. STATISTICS, 

146 

their evil 1 will follow you to the world of 
wo, and pour new ingredients into your own cup 
of wrath. 0, think of these things: A prayer- 

ner only  Qhilloce bor it is 

records of our early history. Bi 
+ It is, of course, apparent to 411, that 
¢an be the more correctly done the sooner it is 
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were originally consti- 
tuted in yo could give facts and details 
of importance in regard to the circumstances 
amid which the church was formed, whieh, but 
for-effort of this kind, will, in all p 
entirely lostto us in their death. The collee- 
tion of these facts would, furthermore, be a plea- 
sant labor. Our older members would" 
great pleasure in rehearsing them to any one fn- 
terested in collecting them : and although this 
is one of the most animating and cheering "ex- 
ercises in which they can engage, yet few of 
them, on account of the infirmities of age or 
want of habit in writing, feel justified in prepar- | 
ing these valuable documents, whilst to witness 
and participate in their joys as they recount the 
mercies of the Lord, and to gather wisdom and 
confidence from the lessons of their 
would most amply repay the time and — ex- 
pended in such a serviee. 
The Baptist convention, aware of the irapor- 

tance of this subject, have urged it upon theut- | 
tention of the ¢hurches ; the Nova Scotia Baptist 
Association have already taken measures upon it 
and interesting statistics have been forwarded to 
their committee. The Canada Baptist Union 
are engaged in the same work and have x- 
horted us to follow a committee of that body are 
maturing a plan for publishing in a permanent 
form, and at a cheap rate, all the important mat. 
ter of this kind, which they ean collect in con- 
nection with that upon the doctrines,government, 
and discipline of our chyrches which the press- 
ing wants of the denomination require. 
Let not the Baptists of New Brunswick be 

behind-hand in this work from which, in com- 
mon with our brethren in the other Provinces, 
we may derive so much benefit. 
At the Convention in September last it was re- 

solved « That Brethren Jobn T. Smith and E. D;. 
Very be associated with brethren Isaac Chipman 
and 8. T. Rand, of the Committee appointed by the 
Nova Scotia Baptist Association, to carry out the: 
objects of the Convention in regard to id 
of Baptist History and Statistics.” 
The most a can do is to lay hpi! 

ject before the Charches and solicit their attghtion. 
‘and aid.. 3 J 

Are there not brsthren in all our Churches wil- 
ling to perform a work. so evidently in ageordance 
with the will of God, and due to Him for His great 
mercy—~a work so evidently due to. those who 
“ shall be had,” as the Scriptures inform us, * in 

everlasting remembrance” —a work which may be 
so eminently useful to the present and future gene~ 
rations of Christian readers! We would suggest | 
the propriety of having such manuscripts read to 
the church whose history and statisticsare 
in it, that it may be male as correct, and be a) 
authenticated as possible. Our 
ren will be looked to chiefly in this thing, if 
they cannot consistently attend to it, will they mot | 
immediately secure the services of some other 
ther, and where there is no Minister, it will of 
devolve upon some other. Whatever aid the 
‘mittee can render in preparing such 
the press, will be readily given, The 

of our provi as will enter pon this 

thnovicige. wd Fe] owl 5 there 
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"To AoxwTe AND Susscrinns.— We are_ under | 
the pecessity of once more calling the attention of 
our Agents and Subscribers to eur dues.. Having a 
large Bum to make up by the 1st of May, we need 
very mundi UNRCING conditions upon which we are 
labouring ¢ week to instruct and gratify our 
readers should be fulfilled. If une paper goes astray 
by remissness of carrier or postman, we find our- 
selves called to a rigid account, and sometimes not 

this we hope to with patience ; 
oll a b.- A) ol 4 numb $y paced i have 
not yet considercd their obligation and the Printers 
due, We are svrry to find greater remissness in 
this matter in town than in country, and on the part 
of some who cannot be in want of means 
if they resolutely summon the wire. If our friends 
will wait upon us with the * needful,” we will give 
them our kindest weleame. ¢  PoprisaEns, 

Many arguments might be adduced to show 
the importance of collecting at as early a dateas 
possible, the data in regard to the constitution of 
the several Baptist Charches in this ini 
end their present condition. . 

We desire to call the attention of our brethren 
tothe subject, and those who are disposed to per- 
form a labor of love for the Denomination, may 
here discover an open door, and in imitation of 
Luke they may record the Acts of those whom 
God was pleased to employ in effecting a great 
work, not however, as a mere mofiument to théir 

praise, though deserving our profound regard, 
but for the honour of God who called them to the 
work and crowned their endeavors with so great 

I think we may justly regard ‘that valuable 
legacy to the church, the * Acts of lie Apostles,” 
#8 a Seriptore precedent and also find the duty 
more directly enforced in the language ‘of the 
devout Psalmist. “One generations shall praise 
thy works to another, and shall declare thy 
mighty acts. They shall abundadtly utter the 
memory of oy great goddness.” 
Few things are employed more effectually to 
awaken enthusiasm in behalf of any patriotic en- 
terprise for the state than judictous reference to 
historic incidents or to the illusiri®ts names 
which adorn our annals, names rendered illus 
trious by self-sacrificing devotion or successful 
achievements. Orators in ‘every land and of 
every age have been well aware of this avenue 
through which to sway the passions of men. 

. The most effectual check laid upon the apos- 
tatizing propensity of the Jews was the tradi- 
tionary transmission of the great events in their 
national history, which traditions were secured 
by regularly returning ordinances as we see by 
Moses’ in Deut. 6th * And when thy 
son askéth thee in time to come, saying, what 
mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and the 
judgements which the Lord our God hath com- 
manded you? Then thou shalt say unto thy son, 
we were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt and the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt iS a mighty 
hand, &e 

_ In every part of the Bible we shall find fre- 
quent reference to past history, indeed the Old 
Testament is a continuous history. enters 

; into the composition of Peter's lt 
hg was followed by such i 

skilful orator of the Panis 
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for their improvement and comfort from authent es : 

, ‘there Sa- [dttempted. Our churches are all now compara- 
ed ml Ln there are but few whieh have not | 

y, be | the covenant of grace. It is 
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to observe that T was br it to th : 
clusion—that persons should be ‘converted, and 
‘beiieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, before they are 
‘baptized—by considering baptism as a seal of 

article of faith 
in the Presbyterian Chureli, tht baptism i8 a 
seal of the covenant of grace. But now I was 
plainly taoght, if baptism is a seal of that cove- 
nant, it should be given only to those who have 
an interest in the covenent to those who are 
born again, and believe in the Redeemer ; and | 
as infants had not this experience, of course 
they had no Tight to the seal, they had no right 
to baptism. In considering this particolar, T 
was grieved to think of that fundamental error 

into which many have fallen, who believe that 
the baptism of infants, in some mysterious man- 
ner, regenerates their souls, unites them to 

Christ, and gives them an interest in the cove- 
nant of grace. This I saw to bea most awful 

error, and directly opposite to the whole tenor 
of scriptare. In shewing the manner in which 
I was instructed, respecting the subject of bap- 
tism, I shall notice only another passage, which | 
is recorded in Revelation ii. 9 : “ And I know 
the blasphemy of those which say they are 
Jews, and are not.” This: text came with 
greatest force, and caused the greatest anguish 
tomy mind. It was attended with more power 
and more grief than the others were. I here. 
saw that the Lord Jesus was accusing some per- 
sons in the church of Smyrna, of blasphemy, 
who said they were Jews, or christians, but 
were not. This passage was opened up to me. 
in such a way as to show ine that to take the, 
name of Christ upon us when we are not his 
people, or to put the name ‘of the Father, Son, | 
and Holy Spirit, on those persons who are not 
the subjects of regeneration, is a prostitution of 
the ordinance of baptism, and a kind of blas- 
phemy. This passage was deeply applied to 
my mind, that 1 experienced for a few days a 

t degree of anguish, and sorrow of heavt.— 
saw, that by baptising children, 1 had been 

leading my fellow men into a dangerous error ; 
that I had been prostituing one of the solemn 
‘ordinances of the Lord Jesus, and corrupting 
‘his church : and that’ my conduct in baptising 
children, was a kind of religious mockery and 
blasphemy. Theidea was likewise forcibly im- 
pressed on my mind, that infant baptism was a. 
door by which many errors entered many 
churches ; and that it is the only foundation 
upon which vast numbers build for the salvation 
of their souls ; and it is a lamentable truth, for 
this foundation there is not the least ground or 
authority inthe Word of God. After I was thus. 

"| convinced, by scriptares applied to my mind, 
that infant baptism is contrary to the word of 
‘God, and that the proper subjects of baptism are 
‘these who are savingly converted and believe 
in the Redeemer, 1 endeavoured to ascertain! 

lg we Nd 
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the time when infant baptism commenced, and 
I found that the practice began about the year 

| 200—two centuries after the commencement of 
‘the Christian era.. We learn from history, that 
shortly after the age of the apostles, the church | Pe™® 
became exceedingly corrupt. Many grievous 

) prevailed. One error was, that no person 

of temptation, 

TO it is now my design 
warn you against the temptations which will as- 
suredly spring up from another quarter; ‘but you 
may inquire * Why present these unwelcome 
topics to our consideration? Why mot dilate 
upon the joys and privileges of the Christians ? 
Why alarm as at the very entrance of out course 
with the difficulties and trials of the way 1" 
Because youn will sooner or 
difficulties, and to bé forewarned is to be fore- 
armed, because thls is not your vest,’ and ‘ye 
are pilgrims’ because * he that hath pus his band 
to the plough and looketh back is not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven,’ but the Bible is full of rea- 

| sons for this course, and it is only your inexpe- 
rience which leads you to-undervalue iti + 

"| could be. saved unless they observed. the ordi ™ 
! sana of Rourioman, he Londo Sapo ood at 

not make a covenant with parents and children 
1 in the ro He did with Abrabam and 

crsonselvh infants to this ordinance. I was 
bro’t to see that infant baptism is a prostitution 
of the practice with which the Lord 
Jesus is highly displeased, as it opposes his 
truth, corrupts his church, and leads multitudes 
astray. When those passages of scripture were 
applied to my mind, I felt at the same time such 

| a constrsining power in my heart, and sich a 
holy fear of God in my conscience, that I dared 
not continue any longer to baptise children; o¢ 
—— to follow the Lord Jesus in the ordinance 
of baptism. T ‘was made willing not only to 
discontinue my former practice of baptising 
children; bot also to obey the command of Christ, 
in being baptised in his name, though the whele 
world were opposed to me. I was. made wil- 
ling to give op all and leave all for Christ's 
sake ; and instead of complaining, I would ra- 
ther praise and bless God’s holy name, and say 
with David, * Whe am I, pp drapes what is 
my father’s house, that Eo brought me 
hitherto.” Yours; &e:, J. REBD; 

For the ra Visitor. 
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My last IPL phic Lor to the subject 
arising from a, dejected and de- 
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later encounter these 

Permit one who feels a sincere desire for yonr 
spiritual welfare to warn you against * Pride” 
for that isa sin, to which you will at this. 
pe progress be peculiarly - expo- 
LoL PY RE J he at A vigi- 

Je ry in every heart 
and you may not possess a larger measure of 
them than others, bnt you are in a: position 
which favours their germination and unless sed- 
wie gbisscors bacp ages baa: b- 
uriant growth 

you may rpg opponanity of 
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