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REXSONB POR BECOMING A BAPTIST.
Aetibas o AU S

" M#. Eprror,~~After 1 boeare convinced that:
the proper’ subjects of Baptism are those who
d¥periente'a saving ‘change and believe in the
Lord Tesus ‘Christ, I began to inquire into the
right mode of Baptism, ane to leam whether it
should ‘be' administered by sprinkling, by pour-
g, ot by immiersion, and I was soon brought
to see, from various reasons, that the only serip-
tural mode, the mode which was observed by
Joha the Baptist, by the Apostles, and by the
Primitive Christians, was by Immersion. That
the Lord Jesus Christ was hapm‘iu; b‘y) immer-
sion; was demonstrated to_my mind, by consi-
dering the statute which Ged gave to Aaron and
other. High Priests to observe when they were
consecrated to the office, and before ‘they per-
fotméd their work on the great day of atonement.
When they were appointed to . the office, they
were commanded to be washed in water, Exodus
xxix, 4. Before the High Priest commenced
his work on the great day of atonement, he was
required to observe the same ordinance, Levit.
xvi.' 4. Therefore shall he wash his  flesh in
water, in like manner was it shewn to me, ' that
as the high priest and his work on the great day
of atonement, were typical of the Lord Jesus and
his great work of redemption, as the Lord Jesus
fulfilled all the types, as' it became Him to fulfil
all righteousness, so, before our' bleéssed Re-
de began his great work, he was jmmersed
zy John in the river Jordan.  According to my
ormer views T used to believe, that the passage
4 Jesus went up out of ‘the water,” might bo
rendered, Jesus came up from the wﬁor, and
instead of being immersed in the water, the
water might be sprinkled or- ponred upon him
but now there were othoi‘ applied to my
mind, which shewed me that the mode was by
Immersion. There was light proceeding from
other passages, whieh convinced me that our |
Blessed Saviour wu immersed in the water. It
is l;id, « Joho was )ip&llln' in Enon, near tq
Salim, because thére was much water there,”

The.apostle Paul in writing to the Hebrews,,
says, * Having our bodies washed
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sion a'plain and evident manner.—
Aceording-to my views, the ordinance of Baptism
teaches doctrines which refer both .to ' the Savidur
and to bis people. With respect to the Divine Re-
deemer, Baptism represents his sufferings, death, {
and resurrection ; and, in regard to his people, it is
an emblem of the pardon of their sin—of being
washed from guilt in his blood : it is a profession of
their faith in Him—it is an engagement to live to
His glory—and it is a channel ‘by which He com-
municates a blessing to theif souls. But I ceuld
not avoid the conviction, that none of these truths
were taught by the custom of sprinkling. This
custom taught no doctrine respecting the Redeemer,
and uncorscious infants made no prdimmn of futh
in Him, and received no blessirig. So much was
my mind enlightened respecting the mode, ;I,nt 1
became sensible that the practice of sprinkling in-
fants was no baptism at all. It was made clear to my
 mind that the custom of sprinkling is an invention,
the doctrine, and the commandment of men ; ; and
Jesus Christ declares in his word— “In vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men.” Since I was convinced that infant
sprinkling was the device and commandment of
man, I was also convinced.that it was no Baptism.
On the contrary, I saw that Immersion was the
counsel of God—it was the plan, the device, and the
commandment of the Most High, the Phree-in-One
God.  Gud the Father sent John to baptize by im-
mersion, God the Son, as the Forerunner and great
Exemplar of his people, obeyed God by being bap-
tized by immersion in Jordan, and God . the Holy
Ghost sanctioned the ordinance by coming down
upon the Saviour in the shape of a dove, whilst
there was also a voice from the Father-—« This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Now when I was brought to consider all these
different particulars respecting the mode of baptism,
when I saw that the Lord Jesus fulfilled the type
in being washed before he bLegan to pertorm the.
work of redemption, aud that all the notices of bap-
ﬁmmtheScnptmdamnbemmnod‘

.m‘(lﬁbentoolnw that the form of sprinkling,

signed should be taught by the’ordinance, and that
" | eprinkling was a device and a commandment of
| man—when all these different views of the subject

 roughly convinced thiat the ouly seriptural mode’ of
| baptism is by immersion. - As I was convineed that
there is no authority from Seripture to bdptize in-
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d the same. TQW& Hl.l saw that
l' must leavo my M Tloving mgﬁbnon. with
whom T had' Yived Jeos good tefins fora humibér of
yeats ; I saw that I'mtist leave my good house and
fatm; in which T awd thy famtily Were very comforta-
ble; T saw that T mist, in u sense, leave my réla-
tives and friends, my house and home, and like
Abraham, go out to an unknown land, hot knowing’
whither I should gé. ' Bat on the  other hand, my
mind was sweetly and powerfully inelined to cheer-
fully endure all thebe trials for Christ’s sake. I
was taught to see, since the Leord Jesus Christ did
so much for me, I should willingly make this small
sacrifice for him, . I was in a sénsible and intuitive
_manuer, given to know, that God in sovereign love
had called me by his grace and brought me into his
family ; and that the blessed Saviour had redeemed
me by his blood, and given me an interest in his
bloed and righteousness ; and now since Christ Jesus
had endured so much poverty, hatred, and divine .
wrath on my account, I should mest willingly obey
his corpimand in the ordinance of bapsism, and, like-
wise, cheerfully endure all afffictions, . which would
come to me in pursuing this course. At.th: same
time I felt a strong "and ardent Jove t> the Divine
Redeemer, a love which inclined me_to cheerfully
oonfeu all his truths, to observe all ordinances, and
to give up, if réguired, .ll,t.h,:n world’s good things
for his saké. And now, when I was convinced that
it was my duty to follow the Lord Jesus, in being
baptized by immersion, ppsséased of a holy fear of
God, and a sincere love to Christ, T cheerfully sub-
mitted to this ordinance.

When' I was baptized in his name, T teceived a
sweet sense of his love and greater measures of his
grace. Many. precious premises were applied to
my mind, and I enjoyed a blessed hope that the
L'ordwuny God, and heaven my eternal home.

‘Yours, &ec. 1. REBD
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TAVOY MISSIONS.—JousrNaL or Me. Wape.
¢ @ The Tavoy Mission is that which lies
nearest adjacent to the field now oceupied by
ovr oW beloved missionary. The following ac-

| connts, therefore; from Mr. Wade’s Journal, wil}

bo read with interest.—Eb.
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of the Holy Ghobt ;7e<dt léast he has ul‘bimd
‘thig character during the past year. :
torday 19, The inlerest of the meétings

to-day has been, T think, ‘greater than on any”
previous day.” The afternoon w J spent in ex-
aming the female members of the church prepa-
ratory to the communion, and with only two or
three exceptions each one spoke of her sins and
unworthiness to have a place in the Kingdom of
God, with many teais, and 1 trist ‘with troly
brokén and contrite hearts. This evening, the
head man with' elght or ten of the brethren ar-
rived from. Yavi They had enjoyed ibe

meeung at_their own village so much, that,
though in the midst of harvest, they Tnade ar-
rangements to leave their wor]dly bas with
the hope of receiving still ‘another I

also observe at our meetings eight or nine of the
disciples from Lung-laong, a_village three days
journey from this place, who came with the
hope of having their minds revived, and refresh-
ed in spiritaal things by attending the meetings.
They went all the way up the river t6 Yaville,
but did. not amv,o unnl the meetings at that
place were being clos

Lord’s day 28 At t.he close of the mornin
service tei‘eh ‘Were bdpﬂt&? all "young, ans

most of the number not above thiriéen or four-
teen years of age. . Bat they gave such satisfac-
tory evidence of a change of heass, that I f ﬁlt
they were truly * lambs of Chrut s fold.”
communion season this evening has been dee

ly intéresting, on account of the solemmity which
prevailed among the communicants. . Every one
seemed to feel tbatf;eat indeed was the mercy
and grace of our Lord Jesus Christin giving
his life a ransom for our nou’lq. very one of
the eighteen meefings with this church has

been-deeply solemn and delightful to me; I
bless the Lord who' has spared . my Jife
the * wilderness bud and b 08sOm 28, roao o

The: sermons deliveted by the assistants were
appropriate and _searching, ‘““came from the
heart, and reached the hearts of others.”

Tre New Arcusisuor oF CAmmur.-Dr.
Sumner was born in 1780, and is oonceqoently
now in his 68th year, He was educated, we be-
lieve, at Eton, and became, in due course, a Fel-
low of King’s College, Cambridge ; and subse-
quently a Prebendary of Durham. - He was.
raised to the Bench in the year 1828, on the pro-
motion of Dr. Blomfield to the see of London,
and has remained Bishop of* Chester for nearly
20 years. When we state that theanaual value ot‘

tbat. s £1,534, and that it has been, until the

nify immersion, when I perceived that the trve| 4" p.cinh il Newollle.—Dec. 16. Arrived at this on of the bishopric of Manchesier, the Jar-
munng of the word baptize is to_ dip or. plunge, | plice, and Kawlapau, my assistant, preached fo gon and most labourious in England, compre-
wjmn I considered the view of the ‘mode “un- | the hifroh this _evening. Diting his prayér, | hending more than two millidns of ple, we
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: 5 sermon was ort ‘a ressive, |in his ear, to t norable advancement

i< | mersion was the and -pptml w iv | and was listened to with fixed mm. afier { and com nve’eua of Canterbury.

, | all christian churches, from the time of our Saviour bﬂd ~assistant s at, op of Chesterhas consecrated, we
till about the J“r 13!! ‘when in !‘ium it was | ¢ aver for 'wmuo;:f mho‘t"z’y .y.:z t:;o:;n:r:d ot Mnd a
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fessed tha tﬁe"leﬂptunlnﬂowubyi&ouion 4 :

to produce, not merely some volumes, or many-
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