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THE WALDENSE AND THE BIBLE. 

We make’ the following extract from the 
speech of Rev. Mr. Todd, of Pittsfield, Ms., de~ 

livered at an anniversary of the American Bible: 
Society. 

It is affeeting to read the history of those days 
and to hear a Roman Catholic historian complain 

in bitter terms that those poor mountaineers: 
[the Waldenses] used to go ont in the character. 
of pedlars, that they might give away the word 
of God, secretly; and thus, as he says, spread 
heresy. Long, long before a Bible Society was 
formed or thought. of, these poor, pious men, | 
went up and down the mountains and valleys in 
the character of -pedlars, in order to distribute 
the word of God! ‘And 1 am sure this audience 
will be willing to hear the simple story of one 
of these glorious though persecuted saints :— 

“ Oh! lady fair, these: ST———— 
_ Are beautiful and rare 
The richest web. of: Be Indian loom, 

au 8 self might wear ; : 
aa and mild to behold, 
‘radient ‘light they vie; 

t them with me a weary way.— I wm yes 
il my = ocr lady buy ? 

«And thelady smiled on'thé worn old man 
Through the dark and ¢lustering curls 
His silk ad gr pre. to view ‘ 

Butshe anadiout the Comat Gh 
My ge bed stay &. 

« Oh Flady fair, 1 ave phic 2, gem, | 
Whish. a pier Tet 
Than the aibod’ 4 of a Jw ro 
Oph lofty brow of kings 
rye oEanboaling price, 
Whose virtue shall not decay ; 
Whose li he shall be as a spell to thee, 
And a bleesing ing on wy way! 

« The ¢ lady plane i a the miroring g steal, 
ere her youth 1 form was 

Where er ¥ eyes shone eléar 1 her dark locks i 

Her clasping pearls: ‘between ; 
Bring forth thy peat] op a pt 
That le’ Ete i 
And name Lp th gem, 
And my pv 
“The cloud went from the pilgrin’ irom, 
Asa and Haim 
Unchased by gold or diamond gem, 
Fin his fo warhol go 5. 4 

lady fair, is the pear] of price— 5. 
Mey t prove as such to thee! 

a | 

(ig 

the scenery. All this day, the hills were deme 
in brilliant hues j~~the soil, red, grey, and brown; 

the filled portions of the brightest green; and the 
shadows purple or lilac. | All the hills show traces. 
of having been once terraced ; and they were. still, 
completely so in the neighborhood of our encamp- 
ment this evening, 

The next morning we saw Nadtoimmatt. 

like a basin of deep blue water between two hills. 

We were not going, towards it, however, but: 
Nablous, the amctent yokes; where lies that Jacobs 
well at which the woman of Samaria was wont to 
draw. water, 

Our road 1d¥ through : a most. fertile’ valley now | 

called Hawarrah, where the crops were splendid for 
miles, and the villages were, thickly planted on the 
hills. 

which there was a succession of three, when we were | 
leaving to the Hawarrah valley. The roads in this | 
part of the Holy Land were mere lanes, full of stones, 
between walls, ‘or tracks through olive grounds and 
meadows, or paths running along shelves of the rocks, 
witha bit of rocky staircasé at each end, about ascend- 
ing or descending which our good ‘horses rnd no 
difficulty. 

“Before entering the valley aes old Sychar: i 
between the mountains Ebal and (ierizim, we came: 
to the fine fertile parcel of ground which Jacob bought. 

.| The valley opens out into: this wide basin ; and 
14 fhe Janction of the valley and the basin is he olde! 

"| Jowun-with the Setiditadovialiel Ss tai 
wound round the base of thie hill to the well; and 

some (and I for one) rode by the upper path, over 
| the shoulder of the hill, and came down on the other 

I had thus a fine viéw of the whole locality ; of side. 

the valley where the city lies—~a narrow valley, rich 
with fig and olive groves, and overhung by the rocky 
bases of Ebal and Gerizim, where the square, black 
entrances of tombs dotted the strata of the rocks.— 
From this height’ Jacob's well looked a béautiful ex- 
panse. ‘The well i is a'mere heap of fough stones, 
with a hole in the middle, nearly closed up. What 
there is below ground I cann say ; but this is all | 
that is to be &en on the surface. Ii nota well 

| likely to be in use, now, for there are many springs 
and shallow cisterns (though no well) between this 
and the town, which. lies about.a mile and a haif off. | 
Everybody knows that the Jews had no friendly 

| dealings with the Samaritans in the time of Jesus.— |: 

| So the Samaritans were excluded from the rebuilding 
of the temple above 500 years ». c. And not being. 
permitted to help, they did all they could to hinder. 

‘About 100 years after, they obtained leave from 
7; bas thy ‘gold—Iask it not— the Persian court (in which both the Jews and they 
the word of Godis free” were subject) to build a second temple to Jehovah ; 

5 4 and they built it upon Mount Gevizim. This was a 
EER ghia Ns ‘shocking impiety in the sight of the Jews ; and it was 

and perfee | the occasion of a number of lax minded Jews, who had 

Ap Avis  Sermed. Gp | wien, givin yotaiahéd to worship Jsbovah in his 
And ‘gives Ta Prin i Re temple, resorting to Sychar, to join the Samaritans, | 
Tn the Beguteous-hour of ‘youth, | | and render theirvrace yet more mixed. This was the | 
« And ske Hoth 160 the ye | quarrel which the woman of Samaria referred to when 

hm ei tel {Shee te hr so ul And th ; trai ein of ; And . erbowers  |is explained ber wonder: that Jesus; being a Jew, | 
A tothe, Vandois wh Sustains who raion. There GEE 

quarrel about, their Scriptures ; the Jews 
to this day, that the Samaritan had altered 

- ot dp li these two mountains, 
Hy i sacred copy of the 

the Samaritans Bil a 
theirs was the true copy 

31) 

The ground rose in a series of’ table Tands, of 

be as sacred as the Jerusalem temple, or the 
mountain at Sychar! And what a lesson in li- 
berality it was to the Jews when he gave honor 
to the Samaritan in the parable, on accpunt of 
his good works, above the sacred priest and the 
servant of, thie temple at Jerasalem. Both par- 
ties were, of course, wrong a their fierce anger; 
but each had much to plead on his.own side. 
The Jews wera bound to’ keep their race and 

){ worship pure; and held, as an essential mater 

ling place ; which was their view of their temple. 
{ And the Samaritans were surely right in persist- 
ing in their ewdesvour to worship Jehoyah, in 
accordance with the laws of Moses, as they did 
not believe im strange gods ; and, if the Jews 
could not.admit them, to worship ip the temple 
at Jerusalem, they could not boeibnssnd far, build 
ing one for themselves. 

such being my. view it was with indescribable 

rizim, and remembered that somowhere in the 

| city we were approaching was treasuréd that 
sicred copy of the Samaritan Pentateuch, (books | o 
of Moses) which the possessors’ believe to be 

| most learned men among the Christians do not 
| believe it to be nearly so old as ‘that; but they’ 
have a high ‘opitifon of its value, and would fol- 
low it sooner than any other, I believe, except 
ing instances’ ‘where ‘the’ disputed téxts “about 
Ebal and Gerizim are concerned. 

Christians as heartily as the old inhabitants used 
to hate the Jews. The present inhabitants are 
Mahommedans of the most bigoted character ; 
and they would admit neither Jews nor Chris- 

tians'within their gates, till within a few years, 
when the government of the country (then Egyp- 
tian) co 

with great insolence, We had to ride from end 
to end of the city, our tents being pitched on a 
green on the othér side. “Our horsesghad to go 
as slowly as possible through the arrow street, 
‘which would not hold two abreast, and" was 

“paved with large slippery stones. As we rode 
‘along, one behind another, at this, funeral pace, 
all the Ppa. out to stare, and mauy to 
mock. 
Three times. shings were eewninto, ‘my face ; 

men and women laughed and sneered, and ebil- 
bren thrust out their tengues. I felt what a les- 

| som this was to intolerance about matters of opi- 

with no better knowledge in reality of one.ano- 
“ther’s views and feelings, than these Mobamuer 
dans had of our’s, or we of their's, oi 

‘Al last we were through! and glad I was to | 
issue from the gate of that further end. Buta 
sad §ight awaited us there. A company of le- 
pers‘wére under the trees, crying out to us for 
charity, and stretching out their maimed hands. 
It is 3 terrible sight, which we see too often in 
Cay. It sddaned ay ot despalpen, of: 
most very day. 

ground, among gardens, orchards, aud rippli 

sterner looking moauiain of the two: but Geri- 
zim has. lost: mach of its fertility. Both have 

: oilgrim 

Rel we condo a height,” past ie 

wongh, of hat bei 

of faith, that Jehovah would have but one dwel- | | 

interest that I looked this day upon. Mount, Ge-- 

the true bite; and to be 3,500 years old. The 

The present inhabitants of the city hate the 

elled them to better manwers. They 1 
dared not refuse us admission, bat they behaved 

nion, In the streets of other cities, men take | °F "0" 

spon themselves to pity and despise one another, 

dr Me rvs ia 

streams, and looking up to Ebal on the one side, | erutc 
and Gerigim on the other; Ebal is sill the | 

city. It was onee the capital of Samaria; and it 
is still, and Must ever be, frony its sittation, a 
very striking place. . It completely fills the val- 
ley, from side 10 side, and asoends a little way 
up the skirts ‘of Gerizim. Its houses, with 
their flat, white roofs, are Hedged in’ by the 
groves which surround the town ; vines spread 
from woof) te. roof, and frum court to.court; two cr 
three’ palms spring up in the midst, did, higher 
aloft still, a gracefal minaret here and there. 

Then, to my delight, we deséended to seek the 
Samaritan synagogue. We were guided to it, 
and I saw nearly all the Samaritans of the place, 
good-looking people, the men weating the high, 
helmét-like turban, which we see in the portraits 

he other old Jows. They said of Josephus 
their num sixty. in this. place, and about 
forty more: ere ;—only @ hundred in — 

| whole world. They declared theif chief p 
Such was always the view of; the s-iioe sand, and the, rest of their sect to be at Genga., . 

keep three great feasts inthe year, going up. to 
Gerizim, as the Jews used to go up to hy Tom- 

e. 
Phe synagogue was a small, ordinary Jookirig ' 
chapel, within a curtained recess of which is 
kept the old. copy of the: Pentateuch. It was 
shown to us, after some entreaty on our ‘part; 
bat 1 found it was impossible that I could be 
allowgd to touch it. it 

I felt it a great event to. have seen it. It is 
written on a sort of ' vellam,, inthe Samaritan 
text, clear, small, and even. The vellum is tat- 
tered ; bat it is'well mounted on parchment. The 
priest himself dares not touch the MS. ‘witout 
careful purification ; and he holds itby the‘ends 
of the rollers on which itis fixed as a seroll, 
like the copies of the Jewish law’ in synagogues. 
We were lighted through the archways of the 

street on our way home, and down the hilly by 
a single candle, whieh burned S—— in the 
still air. i 
Our employment this voning was reading 

aloud the history of the Jewish and Samaritan 
controversy, and the fourth chapter of the gospel 
of John. ‘While we ‘were thus reading in our 
tent, So was in full ery on the slopes of 
Gerizim. 

The Structure of the Body. 

Did you ever think of the: great ingenutiy. and 
wisdom which appear in. the structure; of your 
bodies ? Did the faet, that you had a frame- 
work of solid bone, ever. cause you to wonder? 
If it did not, let us talk about it a_little while, 
and see whether it is calculated to excite admira- 

When people. build houses, they 
get large, strong pieces of timber, aut of which 
they make the frame of the building. . They do 
this to make the house, substantial and firm,— 
If the house were without these strong pieces of 
timber, it would be in._eonstant danger of being 
blown over by the wind, or falling down of i ins : 
own accord. Well, your bedy would be quite 
as useless, without the good strong bongs that 
make 80 large a part of it, you conld pot walk ot. 
run, or play, or _do any of the things ia which 
you now take delight. I once knew a little boy by 

| who bad some disease or other, w an infant, 
Ji which, caused the bones of his legs tml ; 
soft, He never could walk, §,.28 you 
do every day, He made out to, hobble argund on 

hes, bat it 00st him a great deal of laborand 

effort. Ts it not wise and; ki Got tire 
1 you sound limbs, with Yooot of proper strength, 
uninjured by disease? But the most a 
wd about the: frame of hy body i is the, Way 4 
in which itis. put. together. It is not SRR, 
that this frame should be_ solid. and, Stiong,— 
You, ‘must be able to change ity position, other, 
wise you w ‘would still be helpless, Lt must he Eu, 


