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ImrorTANT FROM Caxrow.—~The Boston Daily
Advertiser of the 13th instunt, contains a letter from
Canton; which gives some particulars of a massa-
cre recently perpetrated by the Chinese. The
greatest excitement had been cansed by the ‘event,
and the English authorities were devising measures
to meet the exigencies of the case. The British
fosce in China, however; is so small as 3n he insuf-
ficient to do any thing effectual.

CAN'mN, Dec. 12, 1847.

We have now to communicate one of the most
distressing and alarming direinstances that has

occurred in China, or indeed anywhere, for many
years, and one which t, er now or in the
course of a few mon have a most important
efféct upon trade.  You are aware that one of
the supposed ad vantages obtained by the British
demonstration in April last, was that protection
has guaranteed to foreigners in walking within
a short distance of Canton for exercise and re-
creation. .

Such: parjies have never, until recently, sus-
tained any serious insults ; but last Sunday; a
- party .of six young Englishmen, Messrs. Balk-
will, Small, Rutter, MecCarte, Bellamy, and
Bronn, went two or three miles up the River,
whete they landed, and proceeded towards some
villages within a short distance of the banks.—
Not returning, as was expected, at nightfall,
some alarm was entertained, and at midnight,
the: British : Coneul - notified Keying that they
were missing.

The next morning the most painful apprelien-
sions existed, expresses were sent to H. ’l)\ .~and
several Englishmen went in the direction where
they were supposed to.be, but with no success.
During the day rumounrs, originating with C.i-
nese, me rife, to the effect that two had been
killed in a melee, and the others confined and
subsequéntly put to death. The associate!
gentlemen volonteers offered to preceed to the
villages where the murder was presumed to have.
occurred, with a view to full information respec-
ling their countrymen, but woere prohibited by
the consul from doing so—~nor would he order
merchant seamen from Whompoa to earry out
the same plan, .

These villages were all barricaded and in a
state of dafence. showing clearly tbat they were
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