MR TR

J'\l. E§.§‘,‘._!‘,?,». = . — - o
Iind@oo Superstition.
Whehever a 'searcity of rain cccurs, it ig pain-
ful to witness the foily and. wickedness of the
natives, as they are then brought to view, by the
cireumstances in which they are placed., With
the exception of the grain dealers, all seem to
be murmuring at the providence; of God. The
cultivators fall to abusingtheir gods, The Hin-
doo priests seize apopn this .opportunity, to extort
money from the poor ryots, professedly for the
purpase of rendering the gods propitious, and ob-
taining rain; and thus they increase the misery |
of those already .veduced to great distress.—

Great numbers of people. being entirely desti-

tute of the means of subsistence, have recourse

to robbery ; and the people of the villages, who
are poseessed of a little property, pass every
nigirtin'great fear, dreading the attacks of thieves

Many robberies it is believed, have been coms

mitted, in this district during the past three |

months, in consequence of the distress to which
many of the people were reduced. To add, to
the other causes of distress, dealersin grain re-
fused ' to 'sell their corn exeept at exorbitant
prices ; ‘and they brought into the market old
grain which had been hoarded up for eight or
ten years, which the ignerant people eagerly
purchased, supposing it to be cheaper than the
new, because it was ¢heaper by measure, forget-
ting that it contained bat little nourishment, and
was, therefore, probably much dearer than the
new grain, even at the exorbitant price at which
it was sold. ‘Thus all classes scemed to be
lost to all compassion, each one trying to ad-
vance his own interests at the expense of others.
Such was the state of things at Ahmepnugger
jast month. At length the people became so
exasperated at the Marwadees, and their priests,
that they determined to turn every Jain priest
out.of the, city. A large mob collected ; and,
had it not been for the assistant magistrate, who
immrediately hastened to the spot, serious con-
sequences would probably bave occurred. He
soen restored order; he-alsoadopted .an excel-
lent plan, by which the price of grain was re-
dunced, and for which the people ‘express much
gratitude, His plan was this; to ecireulate a
paper, on which any one who. pleased signed
his name, engaging to take a certain quantity of
grain, to be brought here from a distance,
at a certain price. The Marwadees  hear-
ing of this plan, at once reduced the .price of
their grain-and- quiet - was restored among
the people.” At the time of the mob, the Brah-
mins accused the Marwadees to the assistant
magistrate, of stopping the rain through the ia-
fence of their gods.. The magistrate asked
them if the Mardwadees’ god was ore power-
fal than their gods. . He laaghed at them and
told them that then they had better throw away
their own gods. Ilow different is the conduet
of Christians:in times of famine and ‘distress
from that of Hindoos! 'Christians know that
there is only one God, and that all the. afflie-
tions, he brings upon his people, are designed
for their good.  While they feel that they de-
serve all the pain they suffer, ‘théy know -that
their heavenly Father chastizes them in love.—
This thought renders them submuslve and hum-
ble. They feel assured ihat: every :thing he
does will be just and, rightand on this aceount
theirminds are filled with peace. Christianity
is profitable both for ihe life that now. is, and
for that which is to come. —-Oneal&t Christian
Speetator. A

Commencemoit of the Missﬂm-

ary Church. '

‘[The following noble and in 'pxmxng centlmenu,
from the '‘'witnessing ehurch,” by John Harris,
aecord folly with New I‘eslament history, and are
as'importaut now as they ever were, to. Christ’s
iollowers.] :

Notéotm had !be Lord Jesus Christ woykod

out the am& Iﬂlﬂl that God is love, than be pro-
vides that the world shall resound wi!h the re-

port.-As “if ‘'he had’ “been sitting’ bn the eitele "

of the heavens and iuﬁgyjpg all the possibilities
and events that could oecur dowa to. theelose of
time, he answers the mc *wu\h design
before they are uttered, antie
they arise, and provides ag:

they threaten. , Was. it nocessary,. for. instance,

 that he should Brst  distinetly o' the |
subjectt *4G0," said he—avnd { -um
but one uop from throne, of
inte ﬂl Hﬂ?%&ﬁxﬂmh.
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| that doubts are likely to arise as to_its impott,
and obligation ; he repeats it,  therefore, again,
and again,—repeats it in-other forms; as an old |
prediction that must'be fulfilled, dnd as a new.
promise : ¢ Then opened he their Morstand--
ings, that they, maght understand. the Serip-
tutes, and said unto ‘them, Thus itis ‘written,,
and thus it behoved Christ to uuﬂ"«r, and to!
rise from the dead the thitd day, and that re-
pentance and remission of sins should he
preached among all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem.  And ye are witnesses of these things.”’
But pecuiiar qualifications will be necessary :—
* Ye shall receive poweér from on high >'said he,
« after that the Holy Ghost has come apon you ;
and ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jo-
rusalem and in all J udea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”” » But pe-
culiar dangers will agsail them : * All power is
mine,” said he “ go, ‘and you shall move under
the shield of Omnipotence ; lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the world.” "Thus,
making the most comprehensive provision, and
taking the whole responsibility of success upon
himself, hislast word to his witnesses was, ¢ Go’
~his last act was to bless and dismiss them o
their work,~and the last impression he left on
their minds was, that kis church was to be es-
sentially missionary, or aggressive..

And as this was the last indication of his will
on earth, you know how his first act in Heaven
corresponded with it. Let the scenes of Pente-
cost attest. The etermal Spirit himself came
down ; came expressly to testify of Christ j—
came to be the great missionary spirit of the
Church, to ‘¢ convinee of the world of sin,”—
You know how the witnesses began at . Jerusa-
‘lem, when three thousand ‘souls received ﬁuur
testimony. You know how their hesitation . to
quit Jerusalem and Judea was gradually over-
come ; how a Paul was added, like a new mis-
sionary element infused into their spirit; and
you can conceive how they mugt felt, in
the terms of his new commission to be a wit-
ness to the Gentiles, as if their own original
¢ommission had been renewed and reinforced.
You know how -they were divinely allured far-
ther and farther from Jerasalem ; how vision af-
ter vision drew them on to invade the neighbor-
ing territories of idolatry ; and how, at length,
when even a Paul evinced a reluctance to pass
the limit of Jewish  restriction—when even ke
scrupled to-leave the confines of Asia—you
know how a vision was seen far back in the
western regions of idolatry—the emblem of Eu«
rope—in the person of the Macedonian suppli-
cant, saying, * Come over and help us.” Burst-

resmctlon, he was not dlsobedxent to the hea
vealy vision ; and the. charch found itself fully
committed to its lofty office of traversing the
world.
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Advice to a Young Minister.

BY CHRISTMAS EVANS.
Consider in the first place, the great importance,

“ flee youthful lusts,” as youwould escape from | |
beasts of prey, . ‘. . ‘Remember that you
cannot commit some loved. sin in _private, and
perform the work of the ministry in public with |
facility and acceptanee For a preacher to fall
into sin, be ita secret one, and to live in it, is
as fatal, ultimately, as the cutting . of Samson’s
hair, Be strong in the grace that is Jin Christ
Jesus. It will be well for yOn, while
you travel through the coppice of youth, to keep
from all ‘appearance of" evili " ‘May you have

i

‘the horse-shoe _in the fire after he has nailed it

0 the hoof, and:the cook does not spread the. bsed dispensaries of crime; disease and death,
‘¢loth again, when dinner is over. Fatmh‘g” ‘ 1

“When there is but one preacher, he should not
ing that*l4s: enclosurs, the outermost circle of |

to a preacher of a blameless life, like Timothy) Shutenante;: e MW" SEe" RIS R 0 S

‘to, have semething like unto Moses when he had
been on the mount with God; that will vindieate
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The messengers of God dQscrlbed Rer, iz, 5 are.
fall of eyes behmd and before. You must wuse.
prayer to. feich strength._outrof Christy like the ho-
‘mer to carry home the manna in, or the water
pot of the woman of Samaria ; without the prayer
of faith, the preacher will have nothing to draw
with from the well that is, deep, even the deep
things.of. God.. Templation is requisite to prove
the nature of the meal of the preacher’s character-
and doctrine * approved of God.””: The piece of
gold in-every true minister’s ministry, must be
tried in some farnace prepared by davmo pro- |

vidence. '
3. ;Avail youmlf, in the mommg of your days,

of every opportanity to acquire knowledge use- |
ful for the ministry. Let it be your constant,
aim to turn every stream and rivalet of know- |
ledge in the right direction to facilitate the work
of the ministry, for the good of souls and the
glory ofiGod. = Always have a book to read, in-
stead of indulging in vain conversations. Learn
your own mother tongue well, }eam to write @’
good hand by frequent practxce

4. With regard to the composmon of your
sermon : ﬁrat, let the maiter be evangelical. The
doctrine of the gospel isa mould fromheayen, and
not changea Itputs its ownimpress and shape
on the professor that is melted into it,so that
his justification, sanctification, and all his salva-
tion, flow from the merits of Christ; and all
throngh God’s grace, and not of ourselves. - The

clear in the pulpit, that the, hearers may see the
glory of Christ, and be changed to the same
image. Every duty is tobe urged on evange-
lical motives. *“Let us have Grace,” &c. Here-
by 'we can serve God in all the duties of the
kingdom of heaven. The whole® is summed up
in l_iv'jng',by faith, which worketh by love, to
him that died for us, and rose again for our jus-
tificationi. . Secondly, let your divisions be na-
tural to the text. Take care that your interpre-
tation accord with the eontexfs.

Two or three general heads ; avoid many.—
Four or five remarks you may make on each
head ; see that they are fairly in the Lruth of the
text. 'Thirdly, Jam not inckined to make infer-
ences or applications from the whole. When the
preacher has expended his strength and ingenu- {
ity in endeavouring to impress and apply . the
trath to. the minds of his hearers, application
seems to me to go doing again t has-been
affected already. "The blacksmith does not put

deware of sermons - as well as long prayers.—
preach for more than an hour ; when there are
two, both should not be more than an hour and
a half] that the worship may close' within two
hours. Wherever this time is passed, coolness
and fatigue ensue.

4 Attend, also, my young brother, to your outward
gppeuance in the pulpit. :Beware of a proud, haugh-
‘ty appearance, with wandering eyes, and unfecling

&

the man of God i in you. ‘We must, in order hcreun-

seriousness, love to souls, a spirit of prayer, zeal for |
Christ, and a longing for the salvation of men, like {

selves, and the
‘that we wrestle with God in order to_be useful to
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grace'to pass throngh' the copp'icb of forbidden
trees, without cutting your name into the M
of one of them,. or you may be. uhmddo nt
tical times,. by those who' may ‘wish to p
that'you dro ot b”bﬂer-tﬁa‘h th%mﬁelvol ; eireh
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2. l remmber the wordc of Lnthw. that r“-
ing, prayer, -and -temptation, are necessary to
strengthenand to purify the'talents of a min
Read to extend your general knowledge, especial
uhdwphmddd—hiu. odoordiag w
Seriptures, ingll its parts, m«ﬁ&m to]
rification 3 that 'yow, mdy, like .8 ;
maker, know all the Wﬁeem and b
able to open them in the pulpit, ‘and te conié
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every | may be able to cceupy their'own places, an
hibit their true results-on the'dial-plate ; 1
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proving yourself a workman that néed ﬁét“ el ..- )
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lllnm lm Engluh 5 i th& uuddle of it
anch but, on the day of his death spoke only
Italian. - A Lutheran clergyman of Philadelphia,
informed Dr. Rush that Germans and Swedes,
‘of whom he had a Jarge number in his eongre-
gation, when near death, always prayed in their
‘mative'languages, though some of them, he was
confident; had not spoken them for fifty or sixty
'years. “An ignorant servant girl, mentioned by
Coleridge, during the delirivm of fever,-repeated

| with perfect corréetness, passages from a num-

‘ber of theological works in Latin, Greek} and
‘Rabbinical Hebrew. Tt was at length diseover-
ed that she had been servant to'a learned cler-
‘gyman, who ‘was in the habit of walking back-
‘ward and forward along a passage by the kitchen,
anid there réading aloud his favoriteauthors, Dr.

Abercrombie relates the case of a child, four
yeau ago, who nndement the operation ¢ of tre-
panning while in a ‘state of profound stupor from
| a fractare of the skull.' ‘After his Fecovery, he
 retained nio recollection either of the operation
or the aceident ; yet z at the age of fifteen, during
the delirium of a fever, he gave his mother- an
exact desenpnon of the operation, of the per-
sons presont, their dress, and many other minute
pamculars Dr. Pritchard mentions a man who
had been employed with a_beetle and wedges
sphttmg wood. At night he put these imple-
ments in the hellow of an old tree, and directed
his sons to accompany him the next. morning
in making a fenice, — Tni the wight, “however; he
became mad. After several years his reason re-
turned, and the first question he asked was, whe-
ther his sons had brought home the beetle and
'wedges. -They, beingafraid to enter intoan ex-

- planation, said they could not find them, on
‘which he arose, went 1o the field where he had

been accustomed to work so many years before,
and found, in the place where he had left them,
the wedges and the iron rings of the beetle, the

» wooden part having mouldered away.

Tne Young.—0! calﬂ we gain the young—
the young who have no taveterate prejudices to
combat, no established 'habits to overcome;
could we gain the young, we might, after a sin-
gle generahon had passed away, shut up the
dram shop, the bar-room, and the rum-selling
grocery, atid by shutting these up, shut up also |
the poor-house, tho prison-house, and one of the
‘broadest and most frequented avenues to lfle
charnel-house.

-More than this, could we shat up thnse licen-

‘we might abate the aenmy of miternal angufsh

restore departed joys to coqiumd affection, si-
lence the cry of deserted orphanage, and pro-
cure for the poor demented suicide, a reapno
from self-inflieted vengeance,

This—the gaining of the young to abstinence
—would constitute the mighty  fulerum, on
which to plant that moral lever of power, to
raise a world from degradation. !

0! how the clouds would  secatter, the pros-
pect brighten, and the ﬁrmeu of ‘hope” clear
up, could the yoong:brgdmd ‘intoxicating 1li-
‘quors be banished, and abstinence with its train
of biessings utrdncod im'onghom the world —
&. N“. Bt pe
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