scribe, nnd the-mo.e closely he follows the Dent of
his own mind, the better; he may not be a Paul or
an Apollbs, a Chalnters or a_Dwight; but he will
be himself; and in that most pataral and appropri-
6 ho will e likely 0 do"i¥'T ﬁgu
th"b« st mam)er, and with tv‘rdb-
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‘THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR
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TRIAL OF OUR GRACES.

In our last as a suitable thought for the close
of the year, we noticed thefact that)during the
past year we had Been under ‘a constant course
of trial, through“ which God had been making
our real” character manifest. The several con-
ditions in which we have been placed, and the el 8
several demands “Which have been made upon
u§, for christian or benevolent eifort,ave been as
a mfrrb\' placed before us every hour, in ‘which
we mlght look and discover our true moral cha-
racter, J\l§t as Geod sees it. As we hdve since
mused upon this solemn fact we have thought
our reflections might not be unprofitable to our
readers, especially to such of them as make the
New Yeara season for rigid . self ccrutiny, we
would therefore suggest how we regard this trial
to have been prosecuted onthe part of God so far
as relates to a fow of the fnost important graces
which:go to, aon;tltute christian character,

it In regard.to Faigh. Have we faith ? If
so, what kind of faith :ﬁt? Is it a dead faith
or a living faith.? - Is it merely an ‘intellectual
assent to what God has declared as true? or .is
it-a filial confidence in God, a reliance gpon his
truth, @'firm ‘persuasion that it cannot faill
" «Tyue Faith,” as the Apostle says, * works by
law “and purifies the heart and  overcomes 'the
world;” itis active and efficient.  This is the
ouly faith thatis of any worth. Any other faith
Pevils mhay have, and of eourse, therefore, the
most depraved and abandoned “of men.”  The
dead faith Jameés defines as the * faith ‘without
works.” - Now God’s daily and “houtly dispen-
sations operate to try and test our faith of what
kind 48. He has tried our hearts towards Him
and khbWS, and we ought to know, whether
we have trde faith. Every day and every hour
we repeat, Nad beén trying our faith whether it
was without Works ; whether we have wished
the poor comfortable,without making any efforts
or contributing of our substance to make them
so; whether we have wished well to missiofs
without giving anything for their support ; whe-
her we have wished we'l to the Sabbath Schiocl
*wuhout makmg any effort to gatlwr scholars,
or teach those who come, or even give them the
countenance, of our presence ; whether we_have
wished t.he conversion of our impenitent fr;ends,
without ever seeking affectionately to warn _or
Teprove or. exhort them ; whether we . wish well
to. socul,,meetmgo. wnthontattempnng to sustain
them, or scarce ever to attend them ; whelher
we love, oom;pumon with God, without cul-
tivating nomy. prayer; whether we are hoping
for heaven, aud yet so living that we would not,
dare to dies whether we profess to make God
ouy portion and rel;gaon the chief end of our life,
and the atiainmeént of grace the chiefept treasure,
apd yet so occupied otherways that we can find
no time to, devote.a careful attention to either.
God knows if Lam disposed to feed the poor or
sapport missiens, or any other benevolent object
ILean do-t; if -k haven’t the xmmodmo IMeans,
{can do as.many.a converted heathen and de-
voted-poor person does, work and economise,
and sage oy timeand sirength which God gave
me for that purposeand lay by enough to give li-
berally, agd :the poorest widow may have her
two mites ; andhe knows if 1am disposed in’
my heatt to eneograge the Sabbath School, or

S

the social meetings, or to save men’s souls, or|

raltivate wy-graces, ‘and prepare for heaven, l
“ean do itjthere is time enough to'everybody for
.uynmﬁa.wmwm“mmt
f#wﬁ& God'gives us life,and it is only when |

0L the uz. .I:auence 4s ¢he calm er

%f wh oskd upon #s, or ‘what we are
*!k\', ithout murmoring, and the des

,gqrmn co;tim o in what we believe b bo

the righ \ay with ut being turhed aside

| temptationssefopposition. Impl.tieme :

enter 1ike iron into his soul, looks tipon thé thany

| mandments. “Itisnot the mere popularity of a

or is it from outward meuaint! or 1t

| our several communities, having intercourse with
various denominations, and m of gar

:the objectOfQOr
my be vory‘ea i)

a dlSpOSltlon to freuand mumg nnletq“' |

‘injuries, and” return agdin evil for evll o those
who harm us, and an inclination to follow an
easy path through wrong, rathér than a’

one if itis dangerous or dimcult. Nowm
may in a great degree be the result of natural
temperament, but this is easily dlstmgmshaﬂﬁ
from the christian grace. Patience Tresulting
{rom. ump'erament is but apother mame ' for: jin-
dlﬂ'erence, nor is this affec'ed by the fact that

if a persoii i really ‘sensitive and sensible’ as

others are of ‘tho trials and troubles'and injuries
to which e ‘are incidént, and yet sub:mssh‘édo
all, it displays a reeonciliation to the diseipiine
and'goverfment of God ‘which cart'bs the resilt
only of ‘Grace. Where people would be mfuwﬂy
patient or 'indifferent’ or reckless, ‘he’ %ﬂnt

patience is the fruit of 'the Spirit feels semsiblé i

of the burden or ‘tfial, but discerns thd hand Qf
God and'bears qnieﬂy with this deep anﬂﬁbil—
ing impression] that all which he receivem
littde of “What' he deserves, and that’even \Vhﬁﬂ
‘God ‘déals most severely, he exeréises abundant
compassion and goodness. “THe ﬂpirlmaﬁirﬂ
tient instead of brooding upon his trials till“lh‘ey

~bl@ssma's and hounties that aré allowed’ m%ﬁ-
nection with the trial, and finds octasion to'

,nify the grace of God in that all his favours’ m
his mercy are not gome. Spiritual patience. re-
sults then, from a proper wview of the character
of God as righteous, just. and merciful, and pro-
per. views of" our own: character.as a guilty of-
fender against God. . Is such an -one poot;
he is:mot envious of the rich, he is not see:
ing pride and covetousness in every body but
himself; ~he is mnot' continually goaded by
‘imagined slights and wneglects, but glorifies
God by a quiet submissionto poverty and-its-in- | |
cidental disabilities and inconveniences. 8o
there ia the same quietness under sickness; undet
reproaches and false accusations. So aceording
to-the definition we have given of patience, it in-
'ciu_de's a setting of the Lord always before us]to
walk in his p re¢epts and in the way of his com-

_cause, or a church, or a minister, that holds him
on his evén way, bat truth and righf ;i eom-
pany with these, or in pursnit of these, he ,goes
through ﬂoqu or flames whereer they lead the
way ; if men apphnd, well,—if not, it is well ;
for conscience. “within and God are plensed. hncf
he who can keep peace wnth his conscienoe al}d'
God, is a happy man, let all else | go as

may. Now every hour rings its tru}l qf:m
tience in greater or less, muw uappoiuy
ments, and vexations, and in more or less impor- |,
tant duaties ; and every one know', as Gpd
knows, whgxher he is qummd, nnbmiquvo, and
keeps a conscience void of offence, or is angry.
and frets, ill natured. and resents, and subject
conshntly to reproofs, within, and phﬂw
perpetual bondage of fear. .«
‘I the 3d place. Our Love in the s

*[‘éﬁ»

some are natural]v more amlable than oﬁi fotf

wh«ﬁ*bw

ved to us:

tlthc s toa chnstxan 8 hope, but love to
O hiris m«ﬂmh to godliness, and to whoever
‘bears the‘tmage of Christ, ofywhateser naméifor.
Chnst’n sake.

“dt'were better for 2 man that he had never

been born, than to  hate, despise or offend one

of Christ’s Tittle ones ; that ho]y and Tovely im-
agé should conseérate’in birr- estimatibh and ex-
altin our affections, whoever wears -it, of whats

-or bond or

or devotcdne.xa in t

m. v -' ¥4
" Wﬁ . & e qf
strate to'us whe:ﬁer mba -:muh aidiﬁpocuom
temper, or an dccasional animal exeifement, or
to be seen of men; ‘orif it beswéh & permapent
and deep-rosted printiple as will hbld.outimder
all cirdumstances® o Real christian zeal atises
fromd settled ¢onvietion of thesworthand im-
pomioeot 1‘elaglum~ 1'Phe Poet mdkmxpusm

[M 303 e ¢ Iu boon sd

~ %Muﬂtat Tea }h xegln ﬂma
oo The, fire of z ‘
Whllst that whie o'ften beﬁrs ﬁe mme,
: !t“nﬂ madi M’""' ot 59 #

Arid a8 religion’ never at. “for ‘the wu&w
but only in'a vertain sensé o1’ the bettef, as
ﬁm Apostlea ‘says’ @ Now'is ot salvation
than when ‘we"believed, 2786 if’ we have
trué “zeal ‘to-day, it is’ im*pmmﬁu\ma be
extingiished ‘to-morrow ;"to'be right, it must
bé decordiig”to” kowledge, and kiowledge is
sdmb‘zfﬁng'%vhwﬂﬁnnot be effaced ina day, or'a
wedk, of ‘4’ monith.' ' Onée” fisféd 'fii " the mind,
especially inregrd to' Such’ pﬁbﬁu! ‘matters as |
religion it is ‘always thére. But the selfish zeal
which" would ~attract Tike'“Yeh’s, “the aten
tioh of 'mién ina sotd“idihﬂ’ﬁdépﬁ;g: ity, and |
the" animal nxvlkmenﬂmcﬁ revives and lan-
giiishes with évery changé ‘6f the aningal spirit,
or in sympathy with tﬁ&’%"abm% is'an
involunmy emotion, ah&’ %Mbnﬂy not ‘a
' i, buthore dike-

91 >

He hias zeal who is alway# alive to' thie honour
ofthe Chiireh, and " all M*p&uim 10'it, and
1iké the member of a Body is Mnﬁb to feel

what is' thus presented is far short of justice to
this importatit subject, it:/id to be hoped the ge- |
neral idea is 'made -intelligible, and - that these |
hints may be pursued -at-length by those inte~
rested in them. And let us" chatge those who
 read to abide the decision of conscience on these
tests, for they are infallible ; they present us |

| with just that view of mdmmw
luku,’ and which we mast aiect at his bar i
y | the geeat day:; and theclinging to @ hope of ac-
 ceptante with God, because we once 'thought
‘we were christiaps, if-we caunot. abide these.
tests, will only -prevent our-obtaining'a good

————

under a ¢onstant trial; uﬁWm ‘

stantly proving whether the love we prof
for person, or for sect, or W*m {
peculiar service ; or whether it is MMM
his trath, ud the interests of\miihm

His image'in His people. - AF it is the m
maofmd ‘we shall be constant o

1 fove ity owsi worke better than his, that Tean- | from s

’ |

tmm.am

[31C

mmt\h in the troth.”  Situatedas we are in |

ritig' reptoof for its indiséreet sxhibition. |

and suffer with every suffering ifiember. Though | them a

CORREQPONDENCE.

terost mam sted by its condtuqf's, in t % '

of our order in this Province ; by their readiness to
publish any good tidmgn from us, and to commupi-
’W'@ﬁu\h gﬁh‘u& chitistian instruc-
-tion and general mformation, as would tend to ¥n-
crease our piety and usefulness in our respective

M.mnmniﬁen 0:1 thio account, I in common -with

rxd t 1tx, h&vo;bc;n ‘not aigx
Surp ¥ their nlmost total silence reiqiec
‘eistence and character of the « Christian "Visitor,”

except such as’ amounted to a prohibition of ite(en-

te ”.5 the ﬁeld and occu m an hnmble art in
promotm ‘more effectua e interests of the re-
um»ﬁmmm EAIRD 1 Teer

to be an able-coadjutor in the advacacy «of the. doc-
trines and institutions of Christianity, and in every
otherrespect adapted to the peculiar circumstances

ot our charchds. "My pnbenmuthumim-
undentandm yxm betwoen youml( or
some of the othe :;ﬂuep of the Committe of pub-

lication, md the Editors.of that paper,were
larly excited ori looking over the Obnmm
ger of the 24t.h inst., and oburvﬁtg that they notic
the death of ﬁm hﬁq beqqon Pptt,ufp Hﬁpm,\;wc
Coutier, rather. than, from the: Christian Visitor, in
which it appeared, and which, T am' informed, was
hm bdon the Om was p!ﬂiﬁ-
ed.in St. Joha, - «
Being almost duly qauhanod:hy my nelghbonn
in this part of the My. respecting the ‘cause of
your cotemﬁdﬁri'l nt coslhess towards your
unassuming "Vlii’iot, s & ﬁloﬁgbt tbtt rb)‘bly you
could give us some information rbspectmg the real
cause; if any exist. . The fact that no cthuiohgxou
 paper-is‘published in this Province, except a small
« Monthly Pﬁﬂiyhl‘é’t," and the favonn rdeepﬁow
which the Visitor has ')utherto met with in every
 community where it has beenintroduced, is, I think,
| sufficient to. justify the cotrse taken by the Com-
‘mittee of our &nodaﬁbh‘ “ie L*ofdgh‘énﬁhcn thy

hands, and may you ever increase in the conﬁdenco

388

'and favour of all the pnpla ‘,‘,, W4y
) Yours, ve ﬁ
iy +3 m ansmnn
Dec. 29, 1847. R l

Tha above enquiries coming from one wlo
x%n the be b nnin niamf'ujed a liyely in-
Lt«arettt tor, ;we are disposed to give
lﬂé&‘ and we do riot reg'mtthn occasion
,ofa. reply, because We pfoddba' the same en-

'quiries n '%;havg m:en in_other n;a;h. We

tice a ect in the Edito-
e b in which the Edit

rial of Fr
‘that they “have ever syn

‘main ﬁn‘ ¥
ject of the piece is a SVIEW,
mlogol and prospects of the

both Prov;m;&qpt thg rem:

o LN
) our
one which has
“of the Minis-

ters and Churches for 80 'long a time, and is now

‘that an ente:

llupyud‘mcruu our ¢o in that great.| so successfully. lits . way to the remotest
dnymh-n a«y:w opé shail perish, - of “MPD » f"‘”‘“’f;“‘“‘m
I TN s T oA e finds uts‘ : h ¥ >
our last from  Mrs, | atches,
M. Jount mx : W, D. Fiteh, find such
MD.: maa. Wu-. 1016. it

a_part | in New
N_ gtonou .8 the Assosia-

o et could

.....

1Nev{’lBrun;rlok bre ;;n "t'h 1 A
trou % that it is. their fe prayer
‘that tm hmn,l,ggong “‘ﬁ brethern i :h,‘; d

nomuuon m g -




