
scribe, and the-tedie closely he follows the Dent of 

his own mind, the better; he may not be a Paul or 

an Apollbs, a Chalnters or a Dwight; but he will 

be himself; and in that most pataral and appropri- 

6: ho will Be likely $0 do"i¥'T thas- | GaN 
thé be st manner, and with pe 

io 3 

ate of af 

ter's work 
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‘THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 

SAINT-JOHN; JANUARY 5,71847. 

TRIAL OF OUR GRACES. 

In our last as a suitable thought for the close 

of the year, we noticed the fact that) during the 

past year we had Been under ‘a constant course 

of trial, through“ which God had been making 

our real” character manifest. The several con- 

ditions in which we have been placed, and the he lS 

several demands “Which have been made upon 

u§, for christian or benevolent effort, ave been as 

a pT placed before us every hour, in ‘which 
we might look and discover our true moral cha- 

racter, just as God sees it. As we hdve since 

mused upon this solemn fact we have thought 

our reflections might not be unprofitable to our 

readers, especially to such of them as make the 
New Year a season for rigid . self ccrutiny, we 

would therefore suggest how we tegard this trial 

to have been prosecuted onthe part of God so far 
as relates to a fow of the fnost important graces 
which: go to, constitute christian character, 

tists In regard to Faigh. Have we faith? If 
so, what kind of faith A Is it a dead faith 

or a living faith? - Is it merely an ‘intellectual 
assent to what God has declared as true? or is 

it-a filial confidence in God, a reliance gpon his 

truth, @'firm ‘persuasion that it cannot fail 

"True Faith,” as the Apostle says, * works by 

law “and purifies the heart and overcomes the 
world;” itis active and efficient. This is the 

only faith thatis of any worth. Any other faith 

Devils thay have, and of course, therefore, the 

most depraved and abandoned “of men.” The 
dead faith James defines as the * faith ‘without 
works.” * Now God’s daily and “houtly dispen- 
sations operate to try and test our faith of what 

kind 48. He has tried our hearts towards Him 
and * ktiows, and we ought to know, whether 

we have trde faith. Every day and every hour 
we repeat, Nad beén trying our faith whether it 
was without Works; whether we have wished 
the poor comfortable, without making any efforts 
or contributing of our substance to make them 
so; whether we have wished well to missions 

without giving anything for their support ; whe- 
her we have wished we'l to the Sabbath School 

‘without, making any effort to gather scholars, 

or teach those who come, or even give them the 
countenance, of our presence ; whether we have 
wished the conversion of our impenitent friends, 
without ever seeking affectionately to warn or 
Teprove or. exhort them ; whether we wish well 
to. social, meetings, without attempting to sustain 
them, or scarce ever to attend them ; whether, 

we love, communion with God, without cul- 

tivating secret prayer; whether we are hoping 
for heaven, and yet so living that we would not, 

dare to dies whether we profess to make God 
ouy portion and religion the chief end of our life, 
and the attainment of grace the chiefest treasure, 

apd yet so occupied otherways that we can find 
no time to, devote a careful attention to either. 
God knows if Lam disposed to feed the poor or 
sapport missions, or any other benevolent object 
Lean do-it; if-khaven’t the immediate. Means, 
{can do as.many.a converted heathen and de- 
voted-poor person does, work and economise, 
and sage my timeand strength which God gave 
me for that purposeand lay by enough to give li- 
berally, agd :the poorest widow may have her 
two mites ; and he knows if 1am disposed in’ 
my heart to eneograge the Sabbath School, or 
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the social meetings, or to save men’s souls, or 
cultivate wy graces, ‘and prepare for heaven, bs 
“ean do itjthere is time enough to everybody for 
all ‘proper works, aiid these are the'chief objects | ca 
for which God gives us life, and it is only when | 

Of the iit. abiione 2 4s ¢he calm er 
bi a oskd upon Hs, or ‘what we are 

RT ithout murmoring, and the des 
iy d contin co in what we believe to be | 
the righ ay with ut being turned aside 
| tem ptationssef opposition. Impatience : 

enter like iron into his soul, Tooks tipon thé thany 

| mandments. “tis not the mere popularity of a 

or is it from outward festraint 1 or Tt | our several communities, having intercourse with 
various denominations, and an of guar 

the object of our ove 
od be very ea il) 

a disposition to Trounme murfay fusion | th 

‘injuries, and” return agdin evil for evil 0 those 
who harm us, and an inclination to follow an 

easy path through wrong, rathér than a’ 
one if itis dangerous or difficult. logrr. | 

may in a great degree be the result of natural 

temperament, but this is easily distinguishable | 
from the christian grace. Patience resulting 
{rom temperament is but another mame for: jin- 
difference, nor is this affected by the fact that 

if a perso i$ really ‘sensitive and sensible’ as 
others are of ‘tho trials and troubles'and injuries 
to which We ‘are incidént, and yet ‘submissive to 
all, it’ displays a reeonciliation to the discipline 
and'goverfment of God ‘which cart'bs the resilt 
only of ‘Grace. Where people would be naturally | 
patient or ‘indifferent’ or reckless, ‘he’ whose { 
patience is the fruit of the Spirit feels sensible i 
of the burden or ‘tfial, but discerns thd hand of’ 
God and bears Bye with this deep and abid? | - 
ing impression] that all which he Teceives i 
little of “What he deserves, and that’even ‘Whe 
‘God ‘déals most severely, he exeréises abundant 
compassion and goodness. “THe ‘spiritially pas 
tient instead of brooding upon his trials till they | & 

‘blessings and bounties that are allowed’ if boh- 
nection with the trial, and finds octasion to 
,nify the grace of God in that all his favours’ iad 
his mercy are not gome. Spiritual patience. re 
sults then, from a proper view of the character 
of God as righteous, just. and merciful, and pro- 
per. views of" our own: character as a guilty of- 
fender against God. Is such an one poor; 
he is:.mot envious of the rich, he is not see: 

ing pride and covetousness in every body but 
himself; ~he is not: continually goaded by 
‘imagined slights and neglects, but glorifies 
God by a quiet submission to poverty and its-in- | | 
cidental disabilities and inconveniences. “Bo 
there ia the same quietness under sickness; undet 

reproaches and false accusations. So according 
to-the definition we have given of patience, it in- 
cludes a setting of the Lord always before us] to 
walk in his precepts and in the way of his com- 

cause, or a church, or a minister, that holds him 
on his even way, bat truth and right ; ; in eom- 
pany with these, or in pursuit of these, he goes 
through floods or flames whereer they lead the 
way ; if men applaud, well,—if not, it is well ; 
for conscience. “within and God are pleased, es 
he who can keep peace with his conscience LE 
God, is a happy man, let all else | go, as 
may. Now every hour rings its fale hd 
tience in greater or less, annoyances, disappoint: | 
ments, and vexations, and in more or less impor- |, 
tant duties ; and every one knows, - as God | 

knows, whether he is quiet and. submissive, and 
keeps a conscience void of offence, or is angry. 
and frets, ill natured. and resents, and subject 
constantly to reproofs, within, and Leggett 

perpetual bondage of fear. «| 
‘In the 3d place. Our Love in the 

H
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some are  maturally more ‘amiable than others for | 

df 

oved to us: 

* nites us toa shelatian 8 on but love to 
Chris t, to thath, to godliness, and to whoever 

‘bears ai tings of Christ, ofywhateser naméifor. 
Christ's sake. 
“dt'were better for a man that he had never 

‘heen born, than to hate, despise or offend one 
of Christ’s Tittle ones ; that hat holy and Tovely im- 
ag should conseérate’in bir estimatibh and ex- 
altin our affections, whoever wears -it, of whats 

or bond or 
or devoteidness in ih 

ey F 4 # 

strate to us po rtd ibe os ronll st tikes 
temper, or an dccasional animal exeifement, or 

to be seen of men; ‘orif it beswéh a permanent 
and deep-rosted principle as will hbld.out under 
all cirdumstances® Real christian zeal arises 
fromd settled ¢onvietion of thesworthand im- 
portance of eh rp. Poet gy 

P ited 303 ie fifa boon sd 

44 Zonk ds-tliat Tea mec careyl: flame, 
Ciro The, fire of fn 
i that whic hen ily tho namie, 
: Is sel ‘in 9 disg aise” oH 59 # 

Arid as religion’ never “for ‘the’ oli 
but only n'a certain sensé for” the bettef, as 
the Apostles ‘says’ “Now is ot salvation 

than when ‘we believed, 2786 if’ we have 
trué “zeal ‘to-day, it is’ ihiposstBle’ it ‘should be 
extingiished ‘to-morrow ; "tobe right, it must 
be decordiig” to” knowledge, and knowledge is 
something ‘which cannot be effaced ina day, or'a 
week, of ‘4’ month.” Onde” fisféd ‘fii the mind, 
especially inregrd to’ Such’ practical ‘matters as | 
religion it is ‘always there. But the selfish zeal 
which" would attract Tike’ “Yeh’s, “the ater 
tioh of 'mién ina ery emi ity, and | 
the" animal pe sen revives and lan- 
giiishes with évery changé ‘of the aningal spirit, 
or in sympathy with the ‘Crowd about us, isan 
involimtary emotion, ‘and’ ‘cofisequently not ‘a 

i, buthore dike- 

91 ar 

He has zeal who is always alive to’ thie honour 
ofthe Chiireh, and all ‘that pertains 10 it, and 
Iie the member of a Body is “Serisitive to feel 

what is thus presented is far short of justice to 
this important subject, it:/id to be hoped the ge- | 
neral idea is made ‘intelligible, and that these | 
hints may be pursued -at- length “by those inte~ 
rested in them. And let us" chatge those who 
read to abide the decision of conscience on these 
tests, for they are infallible ; they present us | 

| with just that view of bat charackers whiich-God | ” 
ar and which we mast aiect at his bar iw 

y | the geeat day; and theclinging to a hope of ac- 
 ceptante with God, because we once thought 
‘we were christians, if we cannot. abide these. 
tests, will only prevent our. obtaining'a good 

—
—
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under a constant trial; and eircumstances are con- 
stantly proving whether the love we prof 
for person, or for sect, or forms included { 

peculiar service ; or whether it is for Ost and | 
his trath, and the interests of His kingdom, and 
His image'in His people. AF it is the | 
kind of love, ‘we shall be constant o 

1 Tove ity ows works better than his, that Tean- | from si 

| | 
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[iio in the truth.” Situated as we are in | 

ritig' reptoof for its indiséreet exhibition. | 

and suffer with every suffering ifiember. Though | them a 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

terest mani Rd hy its condtietofs, i int We 

of our order in this Province ; by their readiness to 
publish any good nF! from us, and to communi- 

ad ough. ie colimias such chitistian instruc- 
tion and general in ormiol’ as would tend to ¥n- 
crease our piety and usefulness in our respective 
[rtm ph this account, I in common -with 

a in ieimity, Pave | begn ‘not Re 
Surp t their Yann total silence respectif 

‘existence and character of the « Christian “Visitor,” 
except such as’ amounted to a prohibition of ite(en- 

| teri fing the the field, and. oe occu opie an humble art in 

promoting ‘more effectua te interests of the re- 

or 7 va EAR (Teer 
to be an able-coadjutor in the advacacy «of the. doc- 
trines and institutions of Christianity, and in every 

other respect adapted to the peculiar circumstances 
ot our churches. rd prohensions’that ade: iis- 
oe “place. between yourself or 

some of the othe ork of the Committe of pub- 
lication, and the Editors.of that paper, were 
larly excited ori looking over the Christian Messén- 
ger of the 24th inst., and observing that they notic 

the death of ‘the Tate Deacon Petting | from the 
Coutier, rather. than, from the: Christian Visitor, in 
which it appeared, and which, T am informed, was 

tite ppbv: before the Guarinr was ybiinle 
ed.in St. John, - 

Being almost daily RS, my Robie 
in this part of the country, respecting the ‘cause of 
your coteniporiiry’s appare nt coslhess towards your 
unassuming Visitor, c & PH Yiotighe that” probably you 
could give us some information Fri i the real 

cause; if any exist. | The fact that no other religious 
 paper-is published in this Province, except a small 
« Monthly Phhphiét"” and the favoual ¢ reception 
which the Visitor has ‘hitherto met with in every 
community where it has been introduced, is, I think, 

| sufficient to. justify the course taken by the Com- 
‘mittee of our Assoclati6ti. ‘The Lord strengthen thy 
hands, and may you’ ever increase in the confidence 
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and favour of all the people. a Wy 
) Yours, ve sli 

ting +3 = OBSERVER. 
Dec. 29, 1847, Ra . 

Bir above enquiries coming from one one who 
fram the the be be nning ‘agifesged a lively in- 

boa tor, Lo are disposed to give 
he and we do riot regret he occasion 

of a reply, because We ‘prestime the same en- 
'quiries n Ve A Rergaa’ in_other Rings We 

tice a ect in the Edito- 
rte bin which the Edit rial of Fr 
‘that they “have ever syn 

‘main a ¥ 
ject of the piece is a VIEW, 

up and prospects of the 
both pa an se he rem: oa dN ) our 

one which has 
“of the Minis- 

ters and Churches for 80 ds a time, and is now 

‘that an ente: 

‘Hope and increase, our eo in that great.| so successfully. lits way to the remotest 

gran every hyposritcls opé shail perish, of F porate go fn perp 

my EN es TT oar bie finds 4] : h F > 
our last from Mrs, | arches, 

M. Jount Tip : W. D. Fiteh, find such 
Rov. 8. Bi MeL. Wil Beld, if 

a part | in New 
LY go vol .. 8 the Assosia- 

on that could 
Dot 

oe Bos hy bre i i 1 A 

trou * that it is. their fe prayer 
‘that wot harmony among ed brethern is Es d 

entation” ‘4g E 


