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Dr. Spring of ‘Ne 
“We bys) no hesitation i in saying, that the 

voluntary. principle is the true prineiple; not. 
only'is it more in keeping: with the spirit of our 
free institutions, but-with the spirit and genius 
of Christianity. The great Head of he Church 
has thrown the support of his ministers upon 
the unconstrained liberality of those who attend 
on their ministrations; or rather upon their rec: 

Situde and justice ; thas putting to the test their 
loyalty to him, and their own views of the value 
of a preached Gospel. It is the revealed law of 
his kingdom, that * they who rerve at the altar 
shall live by the altar.” This is indeed but a 
republication of thet great law of nature, that 
** the laborer is worthy of his hire ;*" yet is such 
a law, distinctly published, no unnecessary sta- 
tute. 1f God did not see fit to leave the ques- 
tion of the temporal support of his ministers to 
the discrelon of the people ; by that very deci 
sion he expressed his own judgment of the de- 
pendence of his ministers, and of the daty of 
the peopie to furnish them a competent and gen- 
erous supply. This ie the spirit of the Jewish 
law. And notbing is more obvious, than that 
the grest principle of this statute is embbdied 
in tive teachings of the New Testemént. When 
the Saviout sent forth the early teachers of’ 
christianity, he directed them to * provide néi- 
ther gold: nor silver, nor brass in their purses; | 
nor script, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor 
yet staves.” They were not to provide them, 
because they were to be provided by others. If 
they possessed them, they were not to provide 
them; they were to be provided by the people 
among whom they labored. The expressive rea- 
son which he axsigns for this injunction is the 
Jaw. to-which we have referred, * the workman 
is worthy of his hire.” The Apostle Paul, in 
writing to the Corinthians, devotes a paragraph 

- to this Snbjectl ‘“ Who goeth a warfare at any 
time at his own charges! Who planteth vine. 
yard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? Or 
who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk 
of the flock ? Say I these things as a man ? or 
saith not law the same also? For it, is written 
in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not mnzzle the 
mouth of the ox that. treadeth out the corn. 
Doth God take care for oxen? Or saith he it 
altogether for our sakes! For our sales, mo 
doubt, this is written : that he that plougheth 
should plough in hope; and that he that thresh- 
eth in hope should, be partake: of bis hope. If 
we have sown unto you spirituel things, is ita 
great thing if we shall.reap your carnal things. 
if others be partakers of this power over you, 
are not we rather! Nevertheless, we have not 
used this power; but suffer all things, lest we. 
should hinder the Gosdel of Christ. Do ye not 
know that they which minister about holy things 
live of the things of the temple, and they ‘which 
waitat the altar are partakers of the-aliar? Even 
80 hath the Lord ogpainep that they which preach | 
the Cospel should kve of the Gospel.” 

“tis no unnatural exposition 10 regard this 
passage as indicating the duty of the Church in 
respect of her temporai maintenance of the min- 

stry. It is the ordaining of her jgreat Head, 
that + they which preach the Gospel should live 
of the Gospel. ren certainly ¢ a fair question, 
too. What are we to understand by the phrase, 
“shall live of the Gospel?” The answer to 
this q must he found in the kind and lib- 

eral’ spirit of ehristianity, and in the bosoms of 

those in whotn that spirit dwells. The. amount | 
of support ta Which every faithful minister is’ 
entitled, is one of these relative duties which 
falls within the com| © precept, “ whal- 
soever ye would that men should do uato you, 
do ye so to them.” holes rye to say | 
that it is the duty of the pe gh 
ministers above want; fe, them to. be | the 

| pars be interfrsied so doianything | ; 

| stances, to make full proof of their ministry. 

| independent of their people ; but we dojdesi 

e | pressed and broken. . A ‘minister. 

+f than a comfortable support for the situation in 
which tre party is placed by the Divine Providence. 
-As great diversity exists in the location of the 
ministry, se this circumstance must give rise to 
diversity inthe amount of their support. 1f is 
only some genegal rules that can be adopted in 
regard to it. And the general law, Voyond sot 
troversy is, that is shoald be suffisient to enable 

Gospel.” 

revealed precept which men have no more right 
to transgress thanany other precept in the Bible. 
It has no specified penalty ; it is one of those 

laws which the Great Lawgiver will enforce i in 
his owh way, and by the penalties that are exe- 
‘cuted in the dispensations of his observing and 
‘searching providence. He has put in his claim 
for such a portion of the property of his people, 
as shall furnish a comfortable support to his 
ministers ; he claims this portion of their pro 
erty, just.as he does the Lord’s Day, as his 
portion of their time. 

under the Levitical Law. Ministers are 
ambassadors; and the terms on which he e 

ploys them, are, that they shall receive a com 

them. They hold his draft upon them for this | 

indefinite amount ; and it is for them to honour, || 
or dishonour, the draft of their redeeming lage 

** To what extent he is honoured in this claim, | PA%ter 

is an inquiry which, wlll not endure the mest: 
rigid scrutiny. It is. no uncommon thing for | 
congregations who stipulate to.farnish their mi- 
nister a stated salary, to put his own delicacy 
to the test, by imposing the duty. on him of beg- 
ging it from the pulpit. Such arrangements are 
degrading to the ministry, and cannot fuil ob 
injurious to the influence of the ministry. ~~~ 
* There is also a most dishonourable failihe 

on the part of many congregations to meet their 
engagements with their minister; they meet 
them as’suits their convenience, or do not meet 

then at all. They treat their minister as they 
dare not treat ‘a hired servant, and deny him his 
rights, because they know that he would be 4 

those who preach the Gospel to —— “ of the. 

{ there are so many in the community who regard 
“This is the law of God's House. Tt'is a 

] to allow yo SAE A YscbfSe  theic —- Wr 
yet feel little a ‘the bls or medical advisers; 

withholding 2 a suitable. | Tecompense from 
spiritual guides. There are “narrow views on 
this subject. Men there are who live in the 
enjoyment of every convenience, who. grodge 
their minister what they do not refuse to the 
operatives in their manufactories, or the laborers 
in their fields. 
“The radical difficulty would seem fo be, that 

the Gospel as of little value, and thy instruc- 
tions of the pulpit of little importance, either to 
themselves, to their children, or to their fellow 
men. Yet if the Bible, and universal expe 
rience, may bé relied on, there is nothing which 
can be less safely-dispensed with than the sta- 
ted ministrations: hes God's sunctusry.”* 

5) 

Deacons. 
The importancs of a feithfal discharge of the of: 

fice of deacou, is trathfally set forth by John Angell | 
James, in his ¢ Churclrin earnest.” We quote from 

It does mot belong to | 
men; it is God's, justas truly as were the tithes, i: 

tent support from the people to whom he sends. | - 

the chapter on * Diligence as Church Members.’ 
; “Next to this, the deacons in’ var churches should | 
alc ed to for much more efficient assistance than 
ey are in the habit of rendering. I sliow that 

Trai #0. thn. care ok. he peor; but the customs: of | 
our churahes have. thrown | thany other things into | 
their hands. ‘These, or some other spiritual and’ 
experienced “persons, should be found to’ ‘help the 

in the spiriteal, more private, arid individual | 
Srna mao ‘as conversing with in- 
quirers,, RAE TA ol 
op Unhappily our deacons are usually men | 
Ps hg and who have little 

tire for anything but theiriown concerns; and more. 
than this, some of them'are men much called. out 
for the business of the town in. which they live 
But considering, how" solemn and: responsible a | 
thing it ig:to bear office in the church of Christ, and | 
how momentous a community the church of Christ 
is; they onght either to resign their office as dea- 
cons, if. they cannot discharge its duties, or else 
withdraw! their attention from public business, A 
deacon, next to the pastor, should be the most ear- 
‘nest member of the church., He should be ali’ 

to enforce them by legal process. 
Ministers not a paw, also there dre} not fad 

new and pocr districts 1 © 
are well coltivated and i 
cent maintenanee; and oy: 

looked for interposition of F 
their advanced years become 
the public bounty. Many a | 
ved his flock as ‘His own soul, 8 
to serve them with unwearied d 
strained to accuse un Sl : 
ing what he gives to the fowls of" th 
“ We are not pleading foe's with 

‘we should be sorry to see ministers 
unless they happen to become so by inl 
or by unlooked-for domestic: alliar 
even then, it requires more pp on than ! 
most of ministers possess, nhdér such circug 

* The ministers of the Gospel ity this land ht: 
not much: exposed. to enter “into the ‘service of 
the Church from the “love of filthy luere™ 

We do not solieit for ‘theft wealth; but'we do 
80 licit competence. We don’t desire them to 

to see them raised above bo depen op | 
pers. They are a divinely appointed instr 
tality for aceomplishing the most important nd 

their circumstances ought not NR pg 
indifference. either to themselves, or to ‘others: 
Taking human, nature as it is, the extrémes of | 

tions are the: growth of bath; and: they | : 
the heart. Wealth parplxes ; :paruty divoom | 
‘rages, and by: it the spirit ofa ‘minister is" de- |. 

ay:-be pitted | 
28 a poor we. bub op Sa — 

Mou Hight wishes 
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glorious work which Gad scanning: A ws 
this apostate world ; a fic 

nary and devotedness, 
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| Mopeds wil lend their side Baptists hie 
He | ctlarly called on. 10 be- liberal; lot 

gi oth cs by Noli fo a 
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|= ened minds, SRY Sr ure in bur 
churches, there wre not many Who could; ih Variows 
ways, be our assistants; remiss aga 
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: Grande Lign Mission. 
~ Three converts were baptised by the Rev: L 
Noradodens, 4 St. Pie, on Wt 
Lo EA 

Several members of the Cturéh ‘at se Pi, 
are actively srigaged id the work of ; 
and are much enceuragor by the results, 
* In ohe parish, fifteen Roman Cathalic families 

| have cohmenced readin ng the serifitires, and ap- 
pear to be éarnestly ds of understanding 
‘and epjoying the traths of the gospel. They 

| have repeatedly visited, for the purpose of im: 
the on parting instrastion, and 

faith. Ere long it is hoped, they will be con- ; 
vinced of the duty of Mond ST) bee 
(chwroh.: The priest oh, po excited bn : 

the Now Testnients’ whieh 1 » been ci ul at- 
ed in the parish; but he of +a 
stances the people have refused to surrender 
them and boldly avow ther determination to'fead 
thé word of God. 

At another station, several paresed have re- 
cently determined to quit the Romish Church, 
Rod dock age Prfienter Tae va 

Grande Yigon there are maby e g in 
dications. The number of inquirers j is inereas- 
ing; the preaching of the gospel is listened Yo 
with serious attention ; and ‘many epprasioe 
of usefulness are continually presented, which 
cannot be embraced, partly for want of suitable 
labourers, and partly for want of fonds, 
Madame. Felles is now in the Usited States, 

soliciting contributions. The friends of truth¢ p’ 

fred more especially & 

ram Houhonid beim. | cord 

er wa saat in all casos expect 10 much Where 
PE i wish in AR ah 

fectly.’ Mis painful to think ‘hew mueh eligi. | 
‘ous impression is allowed -to-pass away, and ’ foto | 

| many deep and pungent convictions to ‘be 

gre 
‘wealth and poverty are alike. unfriendly to their | | © 
intercourse. - Alou: sumo age Sn Mampi Ks 
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