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rh Tast consequeires we shall note at present is, 

oi! Ia the affirmative of this question makes baptism 

y among divine institutions ; it makes ita 

we so, a ih hahha performed. 
- im is thts rendered useless and nugatory? 

we conn Know thst wedtharge a dry, there can 

16 benefit or advantage iti ‘efforts “at its “obser 

vaitoe, Its 

. er, an ‘Winds, amount to the same thing, for if we cannot cok 

4 ! r duty ; and’ thei We tify be’ mocking God; 

wording to the doctriné under review, we have 

‘of determining which is'the case. ‘Doubts 

admi ‘ever'surround our baptism. It cannot there. 

” ¢ Be en quis smallest 

God. ‘It i¥ impossible that any one can know that 
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—that he has been Christ by bap- 
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| Gan we ot know when we discharge any duty 1— 

frm 4 CE st wo Oi we not positively determine when ‘We observe 

> ” the ordinances of God's house *' Or has the lapse 

of éeiituries rolled un oblivious wave over the way | i 
ne hy 80 that no longer ean we discern the 

I ma t co walle therein ! As at present in- 

jul aha anne has The wiidior 0a ithe pnd rob Review. 
sion has often told us that he was immersed by a 

certain Baptist minister. . And we have beeninformed 

too, upon what we have ever esteemed reliable tra- 

| dition, that said minister was ‘also, some sixty years | 

i immersed by another Bupa minister. But 

here pur rin —who baptized that | 

minister, minister, we have i ining ; all our 
ng. Here then, 

at ee distance of a little : thin half a century, | 

an impenetrable rs our progress ; clouds 

and’ darkness han “upon our horizon, and ‘intercept 
we are seventeen centuries this 

side of the apostles, our ord broken, and we left to | 
wend the dark Tabyritith of ‘all that long 

and drebry distance in order to know that we have 

The Exposition of Scripture, 
AND THE PREACHIBG OF OUR LOWD AXD HIS APOS- 

TLRS, 

Oke Pou of Bonas's on Leviti- 
the Presbyterian Review or 1848, p. 509. 

“. Man’ s own instruments may accomplish man’s 

swan objects ; but in accomplishing God's objects, 

he mpst use God's ipstruments. Intellect may 

with intellect ; imagination may fascinate 

imagination ; apd sentiment may awaken senti- 

ment ; but if we would pierce the heart, and reach 

the inner soul, we must lay aside our ¢ excellency 

of speech and of wisdom,” and declare, in simplicity, 

« the testimony of God,’ as much as, Possible in 

God's own words. . «The, power of intellect i is not 

of its neglect must, in our’ 

f | know that we discharge our duty, what do we gain | 

: REE Si, & Tr being baptized, we may 

life! But is not this strong presumptive proof, that | * 

| fiiiite character of administration, is an absurdity '— 

| may be amicably adjusted :—Let all those who can 

of their baptism, according 
If | mative of this question, vote non-fellowsbip for those 
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been baptized! ‘And we think it altogether proba- 

ble that few members of the Muscle Shoal associa- 
tion would be more successful than ourselves in 

establishing the line of their baptism, extending from 

this to the apostolic age. Permit us then to suggest 

a plan by which the difficulties inthis association 

furnish clear and indubitable evidence of the validity 
to the terms of the affir- 

ge of God ay salvation, even when exer- 

cised upon the truths of scripture. Atleast what is 
{ called intellectual preaching,’ js by ng means 
found most condugive to the great end of the minis- 
ty,, ,..In preaching, as in all other duties, our 
works purely ministerial ; not to bring out our 
own thoughts and feelings, but, with the truthful 

simplicity of messengers, to bring out the thoughts 

apd feelings of God, There is a great difference 
between giving our own thoughts upon the word of 
God, and simply opening up the word of God to 

profes | ur own circumstances, as the Spirit gives us light. 
: | In the one way, God is set aside that man may 

#peak ; in the other, man becomes the mere mes- 

at west; and | senger of God. ... We complain of the indifference 
‘brother in all | of success in our own: days, and the days of the 
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truth, men’s joy, and peace, and faith, abode stead- 

fast. In the very words of God, there is amazing 

point to prick to the heart, and authoritative weight 

and power to overawe the conscience and control 

the will, and deep full ‘hearted tenderness to melt 

the soul. «Ts not my word like ‘as a fire,” saith the 

Lord, + and like a hammer that breaketh the rock 

ih pieces?” «My doctrine #hiall drop as the rain, 

my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 

pon the tender herb, and'as the showers upon the 

grass.” ¢ Phe’entrahce’ of thy wards giveth light, 

it giveth understanding to the simple.” - If we 

would retuth to the success of apostolic: times, we 

the most learned and intellectydl, ‘as bo was the 

most suctessful of all the apostles, Sb. 
my preaching was not with the 

man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 0 
and’ in power, that your ~shoujd » 

the wisdom of man, but in, the: how 
« which things also,’ he adds, we 
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hg of oodetatisin. The Spirit of God departed, 
ds the word of God was “get aside. When men 

equi] theiselves. in ‘Wher own armour, they 

wete left to fight in their own stréngth. 

* « Bven the living Word himself, whose every 

utterance was the truth of God, fed for his own 

nourishment, used for his own defence, and’ éhm- 

ployed in his own’ ministry, the’ written word of 

inspiration. ‘It was thus ‘he dealt with the two 

disciples on the way to Emmaus ; beginning at 

Moses and all the prophets, he ex unt 

in all the scriptures the things concerning 
hacker We know not, in the whole compass ot 

scripture, a more impressive and graphic exhibition 

of what constitutes-the real essence of preaching, in 

form and substance, than js embodied, in these fo 
words. The exposition of scripture is the form— 

the things ¢ concerning Jesus’ is the substance. 

«Sometimes we have heard exposition recom- 

mended, as being the easiest kind of preaching. 

But wae to the misisiry formed upon the principle 

of getting decently through the work in the easiest 

way, and with the least amount of labour. . ..But 

in ng department of ministerial duty is uk such 

an awful weight of responsibility as in opening up 
the mind of the Spirit, in the exposition of scripture. 
.. .« Let those, if there be any such; who want to dv 

with. little study, speak in their own names aw 
express their.own thoughts ; but let mene profess 

| 10 speak in the name, and open up the mind o! 

| God, but those who are content, for the exposition 
of scripture, to travail in deliierate study, and 
carnest wrestling . before God in. prayer... We 

trust that, in proportion as the great ends of the 

| ministry are more definitely realized and aimed at, 
thane cil be —_ directness and simplicity in 

less. of mere ser- 

4 and not the i rid the. great instrament. 
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